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July is Parks and Recreation Month, 

and I urge everyone across this great 
country to visit our parks and rec-
reational areas. It is great for our fam-
ilies and for all of us. Share in some-
thing that reflects America at our best. 

Let us also remember that wildfires 
are a regular threat to our parks dur-
ing this season. Fires are, sadly, burn-
ing as we speak today near Yosemite 
National Park and throughout the 
West. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 
those brave men and women fighting 
those fires, and their families, while 
protecting some of America’s most pre-
cious resources. 

f 

RUSSIAN ENERGY INTERESTS IN 
EUROPE 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, control 
of energy equals national security. I 
rise to warn how Russia, through hy-
brid warfare, seeks to destabilize and 
divide our closest European allies 
through control of their energy supply. 

As Americans well know, whoever 
controls the energy spigot controls the 
function of a nation. Russia uses its 
growing dominance of energy in Europe 
as its primary pressure point to desta-
bilize the West and our allies. That is 
why I was floored that President 
Trump inserted himself so haphazardly 
into Europe’s energy debate. 

Nord Stream II poses new, troubling 
dependency threats by Russia on Eu-
rope’s energy security and boosts un-
democratic Russia’s claw hold on the 
European continent. Russia is 
weaponizing energy in countries across 
Europe, including Germany and 
Ukraine, creating a dangerous new de-
pendency by those recipient nations. 

The fight for Ukraine’s liberty de-
pends on its energy independence in 
the future, and the free world must 
help Europe and Ukraine reduce their 
economic reliance on Russian gas. 

Risking alienation of nations that 
share freedom’s values is counter-
productive and aids and abets our en-
emies. 

Mr. Speaker, I will include in the 
RECORD President Trump’s and Presi-
dent Putin’s comments on this topic. 

f 

SPENDING BILL WILL DAMAGE 
OUR ENVIRONMENT 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, later 
today the House will vote on a spend-
ing bill for the Department of the Inte-
rior. This bill is a travesty that will do 
enormous damage to our environment. 
It cuts critical funding that keeps our 
air clean and our water safe. 

This bill eliminates $100 million in 
funding from the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, $65 million from the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund, 

and $150 million from both the Clean 
Water State Revolving Fund and the 
Safe Drinking Water State Revolving 
Fund. It will make it more difficult to 
protect some bodies of water from pol-
lution and endangered species from ex-
tinction. 

Perhaps most troubling of all, it ac-
tually eliminates protections that help 
keep lead out of our water. 

A vote for this bill is a vote to make 
our air more dangerous to breathe and 
our water less safe to drink. It is a 
reckless bill that should be opposed by 
all Members of this body. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘no’’ and to oppose this and to 
protect the quality of our air, our 
water, and our environment. Our con-
stituents are depending upon us. 

f 

CONGRESS TO ELIMINATE FUND-
ING FOR THE ELECTION ASSIST-
ANCE COMMISSION 

(Mr. ELLISON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I, along 
with so many Americans, looked on 
with great shock as we saw the Presi-
dent capitulate to Vladimir Putin. It 
was truly a stunning and worrisome 
moment for me. 

In fact, in that European trip, the 
President insulted our allies and then 
openly embraced a man who attacked 
our democracy, invaded and annexed 
other countries, and authorized lethal 
attacks on his political enemies and 
other countries. 

Yet the President still embraced him. 
It is a moment of alarm for the whole 

Nation, but it is important to note that 
there is something we can do about it, 
as the President has also urged the 
U.S. Congress to eliminate funding for 
the Election Assistance Commission. 

This is very serious because we know 
that Russia assisted in the hacking and 
attack of over 21 States’ election sys-
tems. The President may not be con-
cerned, but Congress ought to be. 

Unfortunately, today we expect to 
have a vote in which we are voting on 
a bill that eliminates the funding of 
the Election Assistance Commission. 
This should be rejected, as we should 
reject the President’s failure to stand 
up for our values. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S LATEST 
TWEETS 

(Mr. GARAMENDI asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, well, 
the latest tweets from the President: 

‘‘So many people at the higher ends 
of intelligence loved my press con-
ference performance in Helsinki.’’ 

Obviously, he is referring to Putin, 
because there are not many people in 
the United States who saw that press 
conference as a success. In fact, it was 
an unmitigated disaster. 

Director of National Intelligence Dan 
Coats said, ‘‘The red lights are blink-
ing.’’ Our election process, our critical 
infrastructure, is being attacked by 
Russia, and what is the House of Rep-
resentatives doing today? Eliminating 
funding to protect our election process. 

Obviously, those who vote for this re-
duction in funding are not at the high-
er levels of intelligence. 

f 

OUR RESPONSIBILITY TO DEFEND 
AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL DE-
MOCRACY 

(Mr. RASKIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this week, the President put the ‘‘hel’’ 
and the ‘‘sink’’ back in ‘‘Helsinki’’ be-
cause our Republic is sinking under the 
weight of his radical actions in 
capitulating to Vladimir Putin in the 
eyes of the world. 

Now, some of my colleagues have 
called this appeasement. I want to cor-
rect that. Appeasement is a misguided 
policy where you give concessions in 
order to try to make peace and sta-
bility with a dangerous, aggressive for-
eign power. 

This was not appeasement. This was 
simple surrender. The President wasn’t 
trying to make peace with a hostile 
power. He was trying to capitulate and 
have us go over to the other side of the 
hostile power. 

The President has sided with 
authoritarianism, with every 
kleptocrat, dictator, despot, and tyrant 
on the planet Earth today. 

We the people of the United States 
and we in Congress have a responsi-
bility now to defend American con-
stitutional democracy. We must invest 
in our elections and fortify our elec-
tions so we can begin to restore the 
principles we have lost under the ter-
rible leadership of Donald Trump. 

f 

b 1230 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, July 18, 2018. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
July 18, 2018, at 11:28 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without an amend-
ment H.R. 6042. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 

OF H. CON. RES. 119, EXPRESSING 
THE SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT 
A CARBON TAX WOULD BE DET-
RIMENTAL TO THE UNITED 
STATES ECONOMY 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1001 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1001 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 119) expressing the sense of Congress 
that a carbon tax would be detrimental to 
the United States economy. All points of 
order against consideration of the concur-
rent resolution are waived. The concurrent 
resolution shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the con-
current resolution are waived. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the concurrent resolution and preamble to 
adoption without intervening motion or de-
mand for division of the question except one 
hour of debate equally divided and controlled 
by the chair and ranking minority member 
of the Committee on Ways and Means. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, on 

Tuesday, the Rules Committee met and 
reported a rule, House Resolution 1001, 
providing for further consideration of 
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res. 
119, expressing the sense of Congress 
that a carbon tax would be detrimental 
to the United States economy. The rule 
provides for consideration of the con-
current resolution under a closed rule. 

Mr. Speaker, my district in central 
Washington demonstrates the strength 
in utilizing a diverse portfolio of en-
ergy sources, while also working on the 
forefront of energy innovation in clean 
energy solutions for the future. 

From the mighty Grand Coulee Dam, 
which is the largest hydroelectric 
power producer in the United States, to 
the Chief Joseph Dam, to the series of 
lower Snake and lower Columbia River 
dams, our region is undoubtedly 
blessed with low-cost, clean, reliable, 
and renewable hydropower. 

In fact, hydropower provides our 
State with almost 70 percent of our en-
ergy needs. Improvements made to this 

technology to improve the efficiency, 
the safety, and the productivity of 
hydro demonstrate the importance of 
constantly improving our energy tech-
nologies. 

Now, while we do rely heavily on hy-
dropower, Washington also utilizes an 
array of other energy sources, both 
produced and imported, including oil, 
natural gas, coal, and a number of re-
newable energy sources such as wind 
and solar. 

My district is also blessed with the 
only nuclear generating station in the 
Pacific Northwest, and that is the Co-
lumbia Generating Station, which is 
operated by Energy Northwest. Colum-
bia produces 10 percent of the elec-
tricity generated in Washington and is 
a reliable, clean energy producer not 
dependent on weather conditions like 
some renewables are. 

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues, while I 
am sure you are fascinated by this 
brief rundown of Washington State’s 
source of energy, you may be won-
dering why I am speaking about such 
matters with the resolution before us 
today. 

The resolution says, quite simply, 
that it is the sense of Congress that a 
carbon tax would be detrimental to the 
United States economy—a simple 
statement. And while I could be spend-
ing my time listening to many ways a 
harmful tax would harm our economy 
and the American people, I thought I 
would also offer a demonstration of the 
many resources we have at our disposal 
for strengthening America’s energy 
dominance. 

Many of my colleagues, much like 
myself, support what we can call an 
‘‘all of the above’’ energy approach. We 
believe government should not be pick-
ing winners and losers and should not 
be placing the thumb on the economic 
free-market scale. A carbon tax would 
be exactly that, a devastating hammer 
to what is currently an economy on the 
rise. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of the resolution offered by the major-
ity whip, Representative STEVE SCA-
LISE from the great State of Louisiana, 
to oppose a carbon tax carbon tax as a 
solution to address carbon emissions 
and climate change, because, quite 
frankly, Mr. Speaker, it simply is not a 
solution. 

However, that is not to say that I op-
pose reducing carbon emissions. My 
constituents and the people of the 
great Pacific Northwest most certainly 
want a clean, healthy environment, 
and we should be doing everything we 
can to limit emissions. But a burden-
some new tax that would fundamen-
tally bring our innovative energy sec-
tor and growing economy to a stand-
still is not the answer. 

Further, a carbon tax fails to recog-
nize the diversity of our Nation and the 
different energy resources that exist in 
the United States. Quite frankly, the 
resources that exist in the State of 
Washington certainly may not be 
present in the State of North Dakota 
or Louisiana or Massachusetts. 

We should be making clean energy 
more affordable, not making tradi-
tional energy sources more expensive. 
We should be cutting burdensome regu-
lations that constrain the development 
and deployment of energy, whether it 
be nuclear, fossil fuels, or hydropower. 
These regulatory burdens should be re-
moved and reformed to spur clean en-
ergy innovation with the power of mar-
kets, not within the hands of govern-
ment bureaucrats. 

Mr. Speaker, we, in central Wash-
ington, have another prize gem in our 
backyard. I am proud to represent the 
people that work at the Pacific North-
west National Laboratory. This pre-
mier Department of Energy lab is on 
the forefront of energy innovation. 
From enabling safe and sustainable fos-
sil fuel exploration production, trans-
portation, conversion, and end use, to 
transforming the U.S. power grid to 
meet economic, environmental, and se-
curity priorities for the 21st century, 
our national labs like PNNL delivers 
distinctive science and technology so-
lutions for efficient and sustainable en-
ergy. 

I am a proud member of the House 
Appropriations Energy and Water De-
velopment and Related Agencies Sub-
committee where we continue to 
prioritize strategic energy research and 
development that will increase U.S. 
economic growth, innovation, and com-
petitiveness. 

Congress should continue to work on 
utilizing and empowering public-pri-
vate partnerships to rapidly develop 
new technologies and then let the mar-
ket catalyze its growth and commer-
cial liability. There are great examples 
of these efforts taking place in the in-
novative high-tech communities of the 
Tri-Cities, Washington, where experts 
from the private sector are partnering 
with research and support offered by 
PNNL to develop grid-scale storage so-
lutions and small modular reactor 
technologies, fundamentally trans-
forming the future of nuclear power 
generation and battery storage tech-
nologies. 

Mr. Speaker, my constituents want 
energy security and want a clean envi-
ronment. They want economic growth, 
job creation, and they want to keep 
their low-cost electricity. The way to a 
cleaner, more prosperous future for our 
Nation’s energy needs is not through 
more government bureaucracy. It is 
through empowering American innova-
tion. That is why a carbon tax is wrong 
for my district in central Washington 
State. It is wrong for the entire State 
of Washington, and it is wrong for the 
United States of America. We need to 
innovate, rather than regulate the fu-
ture of America’s energy dominance. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 
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