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remain in the San Joaquin River tribu-
taries. This will force thousands of 
acres of farmland out of production, 
ravaging communities across the Val-
ley, and weakening America’s food se-
curity and its supply. 

The board staff claims these changes 
are necessary to prevent total collapse 
of the fisheries in the Delta. But this 
plan will not save fish, sadly. It does 
not address the other problems that 
faces the fisheries; namely, rising 
water temperatures, lack of food, habi-
tat, and increased predators, none of 
which have anything to do with the 
water flows. 

This plan is in direct conflict with 
another California law that mandates 
we must use our groundwater more 
sustainably, which must be done. We 
must come into balance. However, it is 
impossible to use groundwater 
sustainably when we must pump 
groundwater to replace the surplus 
water that is being taken away. These 
actions are in conflict. It doesn’t make 
any sense. 

Our agricultural economy is showing 
tremendous innovation, growing twice 
as much food on a fraction of the water 
that we used to receive. But we have 
reached the tipping point—a point 
where the taking of the resource out-
strips our ability to innovate. 

Without water, we cannot feed Amer-
ica or maintain our quality of life, our 
sustenance. Our Valley and our Nation 
need long-term solutions that provides 
for reliable sources of safe drinking 
water, water for agricultural indus-
tries, as well as for our cities. 

We, in the Valley, the San Joaquin 
Valley will continue to fight for the 
water we need to grow America’s food. 
Because, in the Valley, we know the 
worth of water. We know it when the 
well runs dry, as Benjamin Franklin 
said. 

So, in conclusion, we must work to-
gether in California to fix our broken 
water system for the long-term bene-
fits of America’s food supply. 

f 

LANSDALE MURAL ARTS 
PROGRAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a program in 
Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
that brings together members of our 
community to celebrate artistic ex-
pression and economic opportunity. 

The Lansdale Mural Arts Program 
seeks to beautify areas in Lansdale by 
painting murals on buildings in need of 
rehabilitation. By improving the aes-
thetics of many of these beloved com-
munity landmarks, the Lansdale Mural 
Arts Program hopes to enhance the 
economic and social value of the serv-
ices and goods that the building’s ten-
ants provide. 

Started in 2013, the Lansdale Mural 
Arts Program has painted the walls of 

local businesses: Chantilly Floral, Wes 
Carver Electric, The Underground at 
Round Guys Brewing Company, and 
perhaps the most profound, an Amer-
ican flag mural at the Lansdale VFW 
Post. 

Currently, the program is looking to 
continue its work on the American Le-
gion Post 206 building, and I applaud 
the Lansdale Mural Arts Program for 
their work, especially organizers 
Margie Booz and Ellen Foulke for their 
thoughtfulness and dedication to our 
community. 
RECOGNIZING THE ANN SILVERMAN COMMUNITY 

HEALTH CLINIC 
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 

rise to recognize a nonprofit organiza-
tion in Bucks County, Pennsylvania, 
that serves to protect the health and 
dignity of residents across our commu-
nity. The Ann Silverman Community 
Health Clinic in Doylestown provides 
medical and dental care, along with so-
cial services to low-income and impov-
erished individuals at no cost. 

Offering these critical services will 
not be possible without the tireless ef-
forts of a highly skilled staff and vol-
unteer doctors and nurses. These dedi-
cated professionals deserve our rec-
ognition, and, recently, Dr. Kieran 
Cody of Bucks County Orthopedic Spe-
cialists was named Volunteer Physi-
cian of the Year for his services to the 
clinic and his patients over the past 10 
years. 

Throughout his tenure, Dr. Cody has 
performed countless surgeries and MRI 
services, following in the footsteps of 
his father, Dr. Kevin Cody, who has 
spent 19 years volunteering at the clin-
ic. 

I thank Drs. Kieran and Kevin Cody 
for their service, and I extend my grat-
itude to the Ann Silverman Commu-
nity Health Clinic executive director, 
Sally Fabian-Oresic for her leadership. 

RECOGNIZING CHARLES BRISKIN AND RACHEL 
KOHLBRENNER OF THE SHIR AMI CONGREGATION 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize two members of our 
community in Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania, who will be continuing their 
service to the Jewish faith at Shir Ami 
Congregation in Newtown. 

Charles Briskin and Rachel 
Kohlbrenner both joined Shir Ami as 
rabbi and cantor, respectively. 

Rabbi Briskin, who for the past 10 
years has led Temple Beth El in San 
Pedro, California, was ordained in 2001 
and studied at the Hebrew Union Col-
lege Jewish Institute of Religion. 

Cantor Kohlbrenner previously 
served as cantor for the Central Syna-
gogue-Beth Emeth in Rockville Centre, 
New York, and studied at the Debbie 
Friedman School of Sacred Music of 
Hebrew Union College. 

I welcome Rabbi Charles Briskin and 
Cantor Rachel Kohlbrenner to our com-
munity and wish them all the best as 
they embark on the newest chapters of 
their career. 

And I thank their predecessors, 
Rabbi Joel Simon and Cantor Emeritus 
Mark Elson for their service and spir-

itual wisdom that they have blessed 
our community with for so long. 

f 

HONORING CORPORAL JOSEPH 
MACIEL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. BARRAGÁN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in honor of Corporal Joseph 
Maciel, who was killed July 7 from in-
juries sustained while in Afghanistan 
in support of Operation Freedom’s Sen-
tinel. 

Corporal Maciel was only 20 years old 
and is remembered by those who loved 
him for his infectious smile and love 
for his country. According to his father 
Jose, Corporal Maciel knew in high 
school that he wanted to serve his 
country. And when he enlisted in the 
Army, he made his family proud. 

Corporal Maciel was a beloved mem-
ber of our community, admired by his 
family and those he served alongside. 
He gave his life for freedom, and we are 
forever indebted to his service and to 
him. 

I extend my deepest sympathy and 
condolences to the family of Corporal 
Joseph Maciel’s friends and family in 
South Gate, California, in my district, 
and I thank him for his service and his 
family for their sacrifice. 

CUTS TO EPA FUNDING 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, for 
the last year, in my congressional dis-
trict, California’s 44th District, which 
includes the communities of Compton, 
Watts, South Gate, and the Port of Los 
Angeles, we have been fighting to make 
sure we have access to clean air and to 
clean water. 

We learned several months ago that 
there is something called chromium-6 
in the air, which is a deadly chemical 
that causes respiratory problems and 
can lead to cancer. 

Now, who oversees to make sure that 
these polluters are cracked down on 
and that we make sure that polluters 
are held accountable? The EPA, the 
Environmental Protection Agency. 

This week this House is expected to 
consider FY 2019—fiscal year 2019, the 
Interior-Environment appropriations 
bill as part of a two-bill minibus. Now, 
this Republican bill puts the health 
and safety of American people at risk. 

What does it do? It is going to cut 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
by $100 million. You heard me right. 
They are going to cut funding for the 
EPA. 

This is the agency that oversees at 
making sure that polluters are held ac-
countable. That, my friends, will put 
the American people in jeopardy, and 
those polluters that are going around, 
across the country and polluting 
things, like chromium-6 that is killing 
our kids and our seniors and causing 
asthma and respiratory problems, it is 
going to make it easier for them to pol-
lute. 
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What else does it do? It slashes clean 
water grant programs by $300 million. 
In my community in Compton, Cali-
fornia, we recently had a brown water 
crisis. It is still going on. There is 
brown water coming out of the faucets. 
We don’t have to think too far back as 
to what happened in Flint, Michigan. 

To think that we are having a vote 
this week that is going to cut $300 mil-
lion—money that is used to invest in 
America’s water infrastructure—is ap-
palling. When I heard about it this 
week, I thought it was important that 
the American people know about it. 
This is what should be on the front 
page of the newspapers. This is what 
the media should be reporting on, what 
is happening in this Congress and how 
the American people are put at risk 
when such cuts are happening to the 
very agencies that are put there to pro-
tect us, so that we ensure that we have 
clean air and clean water. 

As somebody who serves as the chair 
of two environmental task forces here 
in Congress, we cannot allow this to 
continue to happen without raising our 
voices, calling our elected officials, 
calling our offices, and speaking out 
about what the American people want. 
And this is one: Clean air and clean 
water is a basic right that everybody is 
entitled to. 

I believe this bill is going to take us 
backward. It is going to hurt us. And it 
really hurts our ability to make sure 
that we continue to look at things like 
climate change. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
vote against this, and I urge the Amer-
ican people to have their voices heard. 

f 

POWERS OF THE PRESIDENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
there are moments in history that re-
quire the deliberate and thoughtful re-
sponse of the most powerful body in 
the world, the United States Congress, 
this House and the other House. 

While Americans are preparing for 
recreation and fellowship with family 
members during this period of summer, 
when schoolchildren are out, as others 
are dealing with the excruciating heat, 
others dealing with the impact of cli-
mate change, gun violence, the need for 
putting back in the terrible cuts of the 
Republican budget on Medicare and 
Medicaid, and a number of other issues 
dealing with their communities and 
neighborhoods, and, I would say, frank-
ly, keeping their children safe and rec-
ognizing the values of this Nation that 
include not snatching children away 
from family members, I get that and I 
understand the responsibility of this 
Congress to pass laws, to work together 
to ensure that the beauty of what 
America stands for, her values and her 
opportunities for so many others, is 
heard. 

But I also think it is important be-
cause, as I have traveled in the last 24 
hours, I saw Americans concerned 
about their Nation and wanting to be 
able to understand what transpired in 
Helsinki yesterday, Monday, July 16. 
As many have said, Republicans and 
Democrats, it was a disgraceful display 
of unpatriotic behavior. The tragedy of 
it is that it came from the Commander 
in Chief of this Nation. 

As I read the Constitution, it says 
that executive power shall be vested in 
a President of the United States, and 
he shall hold his office for a period of 
time. His powers under section 2 in-
clude that the President shall be Com-
mander in Chief of the Army and Navy 
of the United States, and of the militia 
of several States, when called into ac-
tual service. And, as well, it indicates 
that he shall appoint ambassadors. 

That is translated into the Presi-
dent’s responsibilities over the intel-
ligence communities and many aspects 
of our defense. Also, the power of the 
President articulates the foreign policy 
of this Nation. 

Yesterday, the display that was 
shown was that the foreign policy, and 
the patriotism, and the stature, and 
the leadership, and the Constitution of 
the United States became a footstool 
to a despot by the name of President 
Putin. 

No one is against engagement, diplo-
macy, or resolving conflict, but Presi-
dent Putin stands very proudly as ex- 
KGB to have poisoned his own citizens, 
to have shot journalists, to have shot 
down an airplane over Ukraine with 300 
innocent family members, children, 
and others, and, as well, has taken over 
a land of another country. 

So here we stand with this picture to 
the world. As well, when posed a ques-
tion of, who do you believe, the Com-
mander in Chief, to the absolute dis-
may of those of us who have lived 
through 9/11 here in Congress, and who 
saw the loss of life in conflicts like 
Iraq and Afghanistan, were amazed 
that the sacred aspect of our work, and 
that is voting, was determined by the 
intelligence community of this Nation, 
that Russia invaded in our 2016 election 
and literally stole the election, and 
will continue to do so today, as empha-
sized by the Director of National Intel-
ligence, Director Coats, and the intel-
ligence community. 

A report given by the Mueller inves-
tigation indicted 12 intelligence agents 
of Russia—not of any other country, 
not civilians, but intelligence agents, 
military—who had direct orders from 
President Putin. You would think that 
the President of the United States 
would forcefully say to the President: 
Stop it and stop it now. 

That is a patriot. That is one who has 
the powers of the Presidency under Ar-
ticle II, section 2. 

Yet this is what came about. Presi-
dent Trump was asked by a reporter: 
‘‘You first. Just now, President Putin 
denied having anything to do with the 
election interference in 2016.’’ 

It is amazing how my time goes be-
cause I am talking about the Presi-
dent. But, in any event, let me con-
clude by saying that this document re-
ports that the President said that he 
stands with Putin over the United 
States of America. Congress must de-
mand the transcripts. We must have 
congressional hearings, Mr. Speaker. 
This is a serious matter. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 52 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

Strengthen the constitutional com-
mitments of the Members of this peo-
ple’s House in their work today. Guide 
and sustain them in Your wisdom and 
inspire all, especially those in leader-
ship, with the insights needed to assist 
our Nation at this time. 

Bless all who are responsible for the 
security and safety of our Nation in to-
day’s world. Grant them a surfeit of 
courage and resolve to execute their re-
sponsibilities with integrity and faith-
fulness. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule 
I, I demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 
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