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her the first female appellate judge in 
the entire State of Texas. She later be-
came the chief justice of that court. 

In 1979, Judge Robinson was nomi-
nated and confirmed to the Federal 
bench, again being only the second 
woman to serve as a U.S. district judge 
in Texas. 

Then, day in and day out, for nearly 
40 years, Judge Robinson presided over 
Federal and criminal cases with fair-
ness and with high expectations fitting 
the American legal system. She took 
senior judge status in 2016. 

As Members have heard, she has been 
honored repeatedly, such as the Sandra 
Day O’Connor Award for Professional 
Excellence from the Texas Center for 
Legal Ethics and the Texas Lawyer 
magazine’s one of 100 Legal Legends in 
the State. 

But I will say, Mr. Speaker, that 
Judge Mary Lou Robinson’s influence 
extends even further than the trail-
blazing and remarkable longevity that 
her legal career would indicate. 

Throughout it all, Judge Robinson 
has upheld the highest standards of 
legal ethics and professionalism, being 
a role model not only for those in the 
legal system, but for men and women 
throughout the region. 

She is fair, but she is tough. And here 
I can speak from a bit of personal expe-
rience that no lawyer wanted to go un-
prepared into her courtroom. With her 
razor-sharp intellect and knowledge of 
the law, she was always well prepared 
and probably knew more about the law 
of the case than the lawyers arguing it. 
No one ever doubted that all sides of 
the case would get a fair hearing. 

At the same time, those who know 
her off the bench know her to have a 
great sense of humor, compassion, and 
a warm human touch. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5772 would add 
Judge Mary Lou Robinson’s name to 
the Federal building and courthouse in 
Amarillo, Texas, so that it would be 
known as the J. Marvin Jones Federal 
Building and Mary Lou Robinson 
United States Courthouse. 

Marvin Jones served in all three 
branches of our Federal Government. 
Judge Robinson has served in the judi-
cial branch of the State and Federal 
Government for more than 60 years. 
This designation honors each of them 
in a way that is fitting to each of 
them. 

Adding Judge Robinson’s name to 
that of Marvin Jones will not only 
honor the careers of two remarkable 
individuals, it will help inspire all of us 
to reach toward their high standards of 
integrity, professionalism, and service 
to our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, I again thank the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania for yielding. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I say again 
that we are most impressed by the two 
people whose names are on this Federal 
building, and I urge my colleagues to 
support the designation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 5772. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

JOHN HERVEY WHEELER UNITED 
STATES COURTHOUSE 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3460) to designate the United 
States courthouse located at 323 East 
Chapel Hill Street in Durham, North 
Carolina, as the ‘‘John Hervey Wheeler 
United States Courthouse’’, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3460 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. JOHN HERVEY WHEELER UNITED 

STATES COURTHOUSE. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The United States court-

house located at 323 East Chapel Hill Street in 
Durham, North Carolina, shall be known and 
designated as the ‘‘John Hervey Wheeler United 
States Courthouse’’ during the period in which 
the facility is used as a Federal courthouse. 

(b) REFERENCES.—During the period in which 
the facility referred to in subsection (a) is used 
as a Federal courthouse, any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the United States 
courthouse referred to in subsection (a) shall be 
deemed to be a reference to the ‘‘John Hervey 
Wheeler United States Courthouse’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) and the 
gentlewoman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

b 1730 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous materials on H.R. 3460, as 
amended. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H.R. 3460 would designate the United 
States courthouse located in Durham, 
North Carolina, as the John Hervey 
Wheeler United States Courthouse. 

Mr. Wheeler played a pivotal role in 
the civil rights movement. John 
Wheeler was a respected civil rights 
leader in Durham, North Carolina, suc-
cessfully litigating school segregation 
cases in the 1940s. 

In 1961, President Kennedy appointed 
Mr. Wheeler to the United States Equal 

Employment Opportunity Commission 
where he worked alongside Vice Presi-
dent Johnson in drafting civil rights 
legislation. 

Mr. Wheeler also served as president 
of the Mechanics & Farmers Bank 
where he was able to continue his work 
on civil rights issues, making possible 
the purchase of homes, the acquisition 
of Federal loans, and a relaxation of ra-
cial barriers in North Carolina. 

Mr. Speaker, I think it is fitting to 
name the courthouse in Durham after 
him. I urge my colleagues to support 
this bill, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I, too, rise in support of 
H.R. 3460. This is the bill, as you heard, 
that would name the United States 
Federal courthouse located in down-
town Durham, North Carolina, as the 
John Hervey Wheeler United States 
Courthouse. 

Mr. Wheeler was a prominent com-
munity leader. He was a bank president 
and he was a civil rights lawyer who 
helped transform the city of Durham 
over his long and impressive career. 
Clearly, it is appropriate to name this 
courthouse after him. 

I yield such time as he may consume 
to the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. BUTTERFIELD) who brought us this 
legislation and can speak more person-
ally about the qualities of Mr. Wheeler. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, let 
me first thank the gentlewoman from 
Nevada (Ms. TITUS) for her friendship, 
leadership, and for yielding me the 
time this afternoon. I also thank the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BARLETTA) as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my bill, H.R. 3460, that seeks to 
name the United States courthouse lo-
cated at 323 East Chapel Hill Street in 
Durham, North Carolina, as the John 
Hervey Wheeler United States Court-
house. 

This bill, Mr. Speaker, has the sup-
port from my friends in the North 
Carolina congressional delegation and 
the entire Durham community. It was 
favorably reported out of the Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure Committee 
several days ago. 

John Hervey Wheeler, Mr. Speaker, 
was a prominent African American 
bank president, civil rights lawyer, po-
litical activist, civic leader, educator, 
statesman, and philanthropist. He was 
a family friend as well. 

Mr. Wheeler was born on the campus 
of Kittrell College in Vance County, 
North Carolina, on New Year’s Day in 
1908, as the second child to the former 
Margaret Hervey and John Leonidas 
Wheeler. 

After the Wheeler family relocated to 
Atlanta, Georgia, John Wheeler at-
tended high school at Morehouse Acad-
emy from 1921 to 1925, and then matric-
ulated to Morehouse College from 1925 
to 1929, where he graduated summa 
cum laude in June of 1929. 

After graduation, Mr. Wheeler moved 
to Durham where he began his career 
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with the Mechanics & Farmers Bank as 
a bank teller. He advanced through the 
company’s ranks and in 1944, became 
executive vice president. Eight years 
later, Mr. Wheeler would become bank 
president. At the age of 44, he was the 
youngest African American bank presi-
dent in the country. 

As president, Mr. Wheeler saw the 
bank grow from operating branches in 
two cities, Durham and Raleigh, to 
also having a branch in Charlotte. Dur-
ing his tenure the bank’s assets grew 
from $5 million to $41 million. 

John Wheeler, Mr. Speaker, was in-
strumental in making loans to hun-
dreds of families in North Carolina, en-
abling them to purchase their homes. 
He made loans to churches and busi-
nesses, loans they otherwise would not 
have been able to obtain because of dis-
criminatory lending practices. 

John Wheeler was eager to become a 
lawyer. He enrolled in law school at 
the North Carolina College for Negroes, 
now North Carolina Central Univer-
sity, where in 1947 he was among the 
first law school graduates. 

John Wheeler became a thoughtful 
activist through his involvement 
known as the Durham Committee on 
Negro Affairs, a community-based civil 
and political organization founded in 
Durham in 1935. Mr. Wheeler began 
serving as chairman in 1957, a position 
he held until 1978. The organization 
continues today as the Durham Com-
mittee on the Affairs of Black People. 

During my entire time in Durham, 
Mr. Speaker, as a student at North 
Carolina Central University, John 
Wheeler was a titan of a community 
leader, well respected, and effective. On 
many occasions, he personally coun-
seled me by providing advice that I re-
call to this day. 

It was through the Durham Com-
mittee on Negro Affairs that Attorney 
Wheeler and Attorney M. Hugh Thomp-
son and Attorney Oliver Hill of Rich-
mond, Virginia, challenged several 
North Carolina school boards by alleg-
ing they were failing to provide equal 
funding to African American schools. 
It was a constitutional challenge. 

In the case of Blue v. Durham Public 
School District filed on May 18, 1949, 
Wheeler, Thompson, and Hill were suc-
cessful in proving that the Durham 
Public School District was violating 
the 14th Amendment of the United 
States Constitution. 

The court entered its order and I 
have a copy with me today, Mr. Speak-
er. I will simply read one sentence: 

The net result of what has been done 
leaves Negro school children at many dis-
advantages which must be overcome. 

The court ordered equal funding for 
the schools on January 26, 1951, in the 
very building we are naming today. 

Incidentally, Mr. Speaker, the State 
courthouse in Richmond, Virginia, is 
named for his cocounsel, Oliver Hill. In 
my home county of Wilson, also in 1949, 
Black residents employed Attorney 
Wheeler to represent them in a similar 
lawsuit because the Wilson County 

School Board refused to build any pub-
lic schools in the rural portions of the 
county for African American children. 

Mr. Wheeler won that case as well, 
and because of the litigation, two con-
solidated schools were constructed. 
Thousands of African American chil-
dren in Wilson County benefited by ob-
taining a high school education. 

Mr. Wheeler ultimately filed several 
school desegregation lawsuits before 
the end of the decade. In 1956, he and 
several other Durham attorneys, in-
cluding future CORE chairman, Floyd 
B. McKissick, Sr., won the U.S. Su-
preme Court case of Frasier v. Board of 
Trustees of the University of North 
Carolina, which led to the first three 
African American undergraduates to 
gain admission to our State’s flagship 
institution. 

In 1961, President Kennedy appointed 
John Wheeler to the President’s Com-
mittee on Equal Employment Oppor-
tunity. In 1963, Mr. Wheeler became an 
incorporator of the North Carolina 
Fund, an ambitious antipoverty agency 
established by then-Governor Terry 
Sanford to help eradicate poverty. Mr. 
Wheeler joined the organization’s 
board, and his bank became the reposi-
tory for its accounts. 

In 1964, then-Governor Terry Sanford 
named John Wheeler as a delegate to 
the Democratic Party’s national con-
vention in Atlantic City, New Jersey. 
Mr. Wheeler was the first African 
American in North Carolina to be a 
convention delegate. 

That same year, Mr. Wheeler became 
the first African American President of 
the Southern Regional Council, a civil 
rights organization founded in 1944 and 
based in Atlanta, Georgia. In 1967, John 
Wheeler received an honorary doc-
torate from Morehouse College for his 
tireless leadership as a member of the 
school’s board of trustees. He had pre-
viously received honorary doctorates 
from Shaw University in Raleigh, 
Johnson C. Smith University in Char-
lotte, and Tuskegee University in 
Tuskegee, Alabama. 

In 1970, Mr. Wheeler was awarded an 
honorary doctorate from Duke Univer-
sity, and that same year received the 
Frank Porter Graham civil liberties 
award for his defense of freedom for all 
North Carolinians. 

In 1971, North Carolina Central Uni-
versity, my alma mater, also honored 
him with an honorary doctorate de-
gree. On January 4, 1976, Morehouse 
College formally dedicated the John H. 
Wheeler Hall as the school’s social 
sciences and business administration 
building. 

On December 25, Christmas Day, in 
1935, Mr. Wheeler married the former 
Selena Lucille Warren, the daughter of 
Julia McCauley and Dr. Stanford L. 
Warren, a cofounder and one-time 
president of the Mechanics & Farmers 
Bank. They had two children, Julia 
Taylor and Warren Hervey Wheeler. 
Mr. Wheeler passed away 40 years ago 
on July 6, 1978, at the age of 70. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, John Hervey 
Wheeler gave so much of himself to his 

community, State, and country. He ac-
complished more in his time on Earth 
than some could hope to accomplish in 
two lifetimes. 

It is for these reasons that I respect-
fully urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on H.R. 3460, to direct that the United 
States courthouse be named in his 
honor. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleague, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, for shar-
ing with us that amazing life story. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
support passage of this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3460, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GEORGE P. KAZEN FEDERAL 
BUILDING AND UNITED STATES 
COURTHOUSE 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(S. 2734) to designate the Federal build-
ing and United States courthouse lo-
cated at 1300 Victoria Street in Laredo, 
Texas, as the ‘‘George P. Kazen Federal 
Building and United States Court-
house’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2734 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. GEORGE P. KAZEN FEDERAL BUILD-

ING AND UNITED STATES COURT-
HOUSE. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The Federal building 
and United States courthouse located at 1300 
Victoria Street in Laredo, Texas, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘George P. 
Kazen Federal Building and United States 
Courthouse’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the Federal 
building and United States courthouse re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘George P. Kazen Fed-
eral Building and United States Court-
house’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) and the 
gentlewoman from Nevada (Ms. TITUS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on S. 2734. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 
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