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parents, George and Marie, along with 
his siblings, Derek, Kyle, and Meredith, 
who all attended the ceremony. 

I would also like to thank a local 
hero who helps run the Northampton 
Patriots Flag Program, Pete Palestina, 
along with Northampton Township 
Chairman Barry Moore, for their work 
in recognizing our community’s brav-
est citizens. 

RECOGNIZING PATROL OFFICERS OF LANSDALE 
BOROUGH 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize three of the 
newest additions to the Lansdale Po-
lice Department in Montgomery Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania, who will serve as 
full-time patrol officers. 

James McVeigh, who studied at 
Upper Perkiomen High School and 
Lock Haven University, graduated 
from the Montgomery County Police 
Academy in 2008. Before joining the 
Lansdale force, Officer McVeigh served 
with the Upper Perkiomen Police De-
partment for 10 years and is now join-
ing Lansdale. 

Christian Gregory is a graduate of 
my alma mater, LaSalle University, 
and the Philadelphia Police Academy. 
Before joining the Lansdale force, Offi-
cer Gregory served with the SEPTA 
Transit Police Department. 

Corey Pfister is a graduate of the 
Souderton Area High School, Gwynedd 
Mercy University, and the Montgomery 
County Police Academy. Before joining 
the Lansdale force, Officer Pfister 
served with the Pottstown Borough Po-
lice Department. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend these offi-
cers for their bravery and their service 
to our community, and we wish them 
well in this new chapter of their ca-
reers. I would also like to recognize Po-
lice Chief Mike Trail for leading such a 
fine group of law enforcement profes-
sionals in our community. 

f 

RUSSIAN COLLUSION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. SCHIFF) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, it was al-
most exactly 2 years ago, as Donald 
Trump closed in on the Republican 
nomination, that the Russians began 
weaponizing stolen emails it had ac-
quired some time earlier. 

This disclosure of stolen emails was 
only one vector of the Russian active 
measures campaign. At the same time, 
the Russians were engaged in a surrep-
titious social media campaign and a 
very overt use of their paid media plat-
forms, like Sputnik and Russia Today, 
to influence the American electorate. 

What was this about? Was this new 
and unprecedented intervention in our 
affairs merely about choosing one can-
didate over another in the American 
Presidential system? Or was there 
something broader within the Russian 
aims? 
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It is certainly true that the Russians 

had a preferred candidate in Donald 

Trump. Candidate Trump had talked 
disparagingly about NATO. He had 
talked about doing away with sanc-
tions on Russia over its invasion of its 
neighbor. He had talked about making 
common cause with Russia in Syria, 
where our interests are not at all 
aligned. And most significant, he had 
talked about doing away with the pen-
alties we had imposed for Russia’s in-
vasion of its neighbor, something we 
never thought would take place in the 
last century, the remaking of the map 
of Europe by dint of military force. 
That is something we thought we 
would never see in this century. 

It is certainly true they had a pre-
ferred candidate in Donald Trump, for 
all those reasons. It is also true that 
they had a deep antipathy towards Hil-
lary Clinton, someone who, when peo-
ple gathered in massive numbers in 
Russia to protest fraudulent elections 
in 2011, spoke out on behalf of people’s 
right to protest and assemble, some-
thing that the Kremlin felt was a di-
rect threat to the regime. 

But far more fundamental was the 
Russian object of sowing discord in the 
United States, of pitting one American 
against another, of playing along the 
fault lines in our society, of weakening 
the very fabric of our democracy. 

It is very important to recognize that 
what the Russians did here, they did 
not do alone in the United States. Yes, 
it was new and unprecedented for us, 
but what the Russians did here, they 
have been doing for years elsewhere in 
Europe and around the world. It is an 
attack not only on our democracy, but 
on the very idea of liberal democracy. 
This attack takes place at a time in 
our lives where, when you look around 
the world, you must conclude objec-
tively that the autocrats are on the 
rise in places like Poland and in Hun-
gary and the rise of the far right par-
ties in Germany, Austria, and France, 
with Erdogan in Turkey—Turkey is the 
now the leading jailer of journalists in 
the world—and in the Philippines with 
Duterte. 

It cannot be said that an iron curtain 
is descending, but there is a rising tide 
of authoritarianism that threatens to 
submerge some of the great capitals 
around the globe. For those of us who 
had lived in the post-World War II gen-
eration, I think we were always under 
the assumption that our freedoms 
around the world were ever-increasing, 
that it was some immutable law of na-
ture, that our freedom to express our-
selves, to practice our faith, to asso-
ciate with whom we would, was ever- 
increasing. To paraphrase Martin Lu-
ther King, the moral arc of the uni-
verse may be long, but it bends toward 
justice, only to find that today, it does 
not bend towards justice. 

As much as the idea of America as 
the indispensable Nation has been 
given a bad name, we truly are indis-
pensable. All around the world people 
look to us: people in prison who gath-
ered in Tahrir Square wanting a better 
government; people in the Philippines, 

the victims of a campaign of mass 
extrajudicial killing; people in prison 
in Turkey for journalism. 

People all over the world look to us. 
They are not going to look to Russia; 
they are not going to look to China; 
they are not going to look to Europe, 
with all of its problems; and increas-
ingly they do not recognize what they 
see. They look to our White House and 
they do not recognize what they see. 
They see a President more comfortable 
with autocrats and dictators than they 
do with Democrats and democracy. 
This is a terrible tragedy for us. It is a 
bigger tragedy for the rest of the 
world. 

In 1938, Winston Churchill published 
a series of speeches he gave on the rise 
of Nazism. In America, the book was ti-
tled, ‘‘While England Slept.’’ America 
is not sleeping, but one of its great par-
ties is. As John Boehner said recently, 
the Republican Party is off taking a 
nap somewhere. 

Wake up. Freedom-loving people all 
around the world are looking to us. 
Wake up. Our democracy is at risk at 
home, and the very idea of liberal de-
mocracy is at risk around the world. 
Wake up. 

f 

COMMEMORATING VICTIMS OF 1994 
TERRORIST ATTACK AGAINST 
JEWISH COMMUNITY IN ARGEN-
TINA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
next Wednesday, July 18, marks 24 
years since the horrific terrorist at-
tack on the AMIA Jewish community 
center in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 

This attack, carried out by the Ira-
nian-backed terror group Hezbollah, 
left 85 innocent people dead and many 
more wounded. It shook the entire 
Jewish community in Argentina, and 
all across South America, who were 
targeted by Hezbollah just 2 years ear-
lier with a deadly attack at the Israeli 
Embassy in Buenos Aires, which left 29 
dead and 250 wounded. 

The AMIA bombing remains the 
deadliest terror attack in Argentina’s 
history, yet its perpetrators and those 
responsible for the Embassy bombing 
have yet to be brought to justice. But 
that has not been for lack of trying. In 
fact, Special Prosecutor Alberto 
Nisman had dedicated his life to identi-
fying those responsible and to bringing 
them to justice. 

Indeed, my friend Alberto ultimately 
gave his life in this pursuit, having 
been assassinated just hours before he 
was to present his complaint to a court 
implicating then-President Cristina 
Fernandez de Kirchner and other high- 
ranking Argentine officials for cov-
ering up Iran’s role in the bombings. 

In 2015, President Macri of Argentina 
made the brave decision to assign a 
special prosecutor to investigate and 
uncover the truth surrounding 
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Nisman’s death, which, under the 
Kirchner government, was ruled a sui-
cide. But we knew the truth all along, 
and ultimately the official report re-
leased in 2017 confirmed that Nisman 
was, in fact, murdered, no doubt by 
those close to Iran and Hezbollah, or 
those implicated in Alberto’s inves-
tigation. 

Mr. Speaker, this is just the first 
step in vindicating the work for which 
he was murdered. But we still have a 
very long way to go to bring Alberto 
Nisman justice and see the culmination 
of his work, which is to hold Hezbollah 
accountable for these brutal terror at-
tacks against the Jewish community in 
Argentina. 

Last year, I, along with Chairman 
ROYCE, Ranking Member ENGEL, and 
Congressmen TED DEUTCH, JEFF DUN-
CAN, and ALBIO SIRES, introduced H. 
Res. 201, which expressed support for 
the government of Argentina for its in-
vestigation of the AMIA bombing in 
1994 and the bombing of the Israeli Em-
bassy in 1992. The resolution also calls 
on our government to assist Argentina 
in ensuring all those responsible for 
these heinous acts are held account-
able. 

I would urge the Argentine authori-
ties to do everything within their 
power to bring all responsible parties 
to justice and to bring at least some 
form of closure to the families of over 
100 killed by Hezbollah in Argentina. 
Argentina owes them that much. And 
we all owe them a chance to see Iran 
and Hezbollah held accountable for 
their horrific acts of terror. 

Though the AMIA bombing was 24 
years ago, and the embassy bombing 26 
years ago, the Jewish communities 
still feel the pain, and because 
Hezbollah is allowed to go unchecked 
in many places around the globe, they 
know that another attack may be pos-
sible anywhere in the world. 

To commemorate the AMIA bombing, 
and in remembrance of the lives bru-
tally taken, the American Jewish com-
munity’s Belfer Institute for Latino 
and Latin American Affairs will be co- 
hosting a memorial and candle lighting 
ceremony with the Skylake Synagogue 
in North Miami Beach. The south Flor-
ida Jewish community holds this event 
annually to not only commemorate the 
victims of this attack, but to bring at-
tention to the threat that is Iran and 
Hezbollah, as well as the hostility and 
the discrimination that Jews around 
the world are still facing and the rising 
tide of anti-Semitism. 

Mr. Speaker, as the 24th anniversary 
of the AMIA bombing nears, let us re-
member the lives lost and continue 
working so that these acts do not hap-
pen again, and let us work to ensure 
that Iran and Hezbollah may never be 
able to carry out such terrible acts 
again. 

Thank you to the south Florida com-
munity members for putting together 
this event and for their work to help 
bring justice to the families of the 
lives lost. 

MOMENT OF TRUTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. HUFFMAN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, finally, 
Scott Pruitt is gone. 

After months of scandal, 19 separate 
investigations, countless ethical fail-
ures, abuses of his official office at tax-
payer expense, finally, this corrupt, 
swamp creature who has been heading 
our Environmental Protection Agency 
announced his resignation last week. 

As welcome as this news is for many 
of us, let’s be clear: Scott Pruitt was 
far from the only creature in the toxic 
Trump swamp. 

Another great example is our Sec-
retary of Commerce, Wilbur Ross, who 
profited from short sales in a Russian- 
linked navigation company. He made 
those short sales only after learning 
that journalists with The New York 
Times were about to expose his con-
flicts of interest. And apparently, while 
serving as our Commerce Secretary, 
Ross was also partial owner of a Chi-
nese company and a Cypriot bank that 
is a part of Special Counsel Robert 
Mueller’s investigation. 

These are scandals that, in any other 
previous time, would bring down a Cab-
inet Secretary, but in this swamp cli-
mate of the Trump administration, it 
is just another news cycle and is soon 
supplanted by the next outrage and the 
next scandal. 

Let’s also not forget our Secretary of 
the Interior, Ryan Zinke, who faces 
many of his own scandals. Our Sec-
retary of the Interior, of course, over-
sees oil and gas development on public 
lands. In this case, the Secretary 
stands to personally benefit from a 
land deal with the chairman of Halli-
burton, a company that has literally 
billions of dollars of business on the 
line when Secretary Zinke makes deci-
sions about where, and how, oil drilling 
will be permitted in this country. 

That is just the tip of the iceberg 
with this administration. It is time for 
this Republican Congress to wake up 
and take these issues seriously. Con-
duct some real oversight and put a stop 
to this culture of corruption in the 
Trump administration. 

f 

EXPRESSING APPRECIATION FOR 
WILDLAND FIREFIGHTERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. CURTIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to show my appreciation for the 
wildland firefighters who are working 
to protect communities and, most im-
portantly, lives throughout Utah. 

Many of these firefighters are the 
same men and women who risk their 
lives to protect our homes and busi-
nesses every day in our towns and com-
munities across Utah. 

This fire season has been one of the 
worst in recent memory, including six 

active fires that have consumed over 
85,000 acres of land. The Dollar Ridge 
Fire, located in Duchesne and Wasatch 
Counties, has consumed over 50,000 
acres alone. I drove by this fire last 
week and saw the devastation first-
hand, unable to fully imagine the 
heartbreak families experience as they 
watch the fire approach their homes 
and their livelihoods. 

While combating these dangerous sit-
uations, wildland firefighters put 
themselves in harm’s way to keep oth-
ers safe. They work in extreme heat 
and unpleasant conditions to protect 
our communities. I will continue to 
support strong funding for the fire sup-
pression-related activities that these 
firefighters rely on. 

Today, it is important that they re-
ceive the recognition that they un-
doubtedly deserve. Mr. Speaker, please 
join me in thanking the wildland fire-
fighters of Utah for their continued 
bravery in keeping Utahns safe. 

HELPING SMALL BUSINESSES 
Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, today, I 

am pleased to introduce the Small 
Business Access to Capital and Effi-
ciency Act, also known as Small Busi-
ness ACE Act. 

As a member of the Small Business 
Committee and a former small business 
owner myself, I am proud to introduce 
a bill that will help reduce burdensome 
and conflicting regulations that are 
keeping small businesses from growth 
and access to capital. 

The Small Business Administration’s 
504 loan program helps small business 
owners grow their company and stimu-
late job creation, at no expense to tax-
payers. Many favorite businesses like 
Magleby’s Restaurant, Market Street 
Grill, Chobani Yogurt, FatBoys Ice 
Cream, and so many more, have ex-
panded operations and hired new em-
ployees because of the SBA loan pro-
gram. 

I love hearing the success stories of 
businesses like Premier Building Sup-
ply located in Lindon, Utah, a company 
that started in a garage back in 2009. 
Since then, Premier has quickly be-
come a leader in supplying the Utah 
building industry and, with the help of 
an SBA 504 loan, has now grown into a 
50,000-square foot facility with 150 em-
ployees. 

This is just one example of the many 
small businesses in Utah that have 
great potential for tremendous success 
if they have access to capital. However, 
as we see far too often, the Federal 
Government has maintained burden-
some and conflicting regulations that 
weigh down the 504 program with un-
certainty, and ultimately hurt the very 
businesses it was meant to help. 
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The Small Business ACE Act will 
eliminate and harmonize conflicting 
Federal regulations burdening the pro-
gram to ensure small businesses more 
efficiently have access to capital with-
out costing the taxpayer a single dol-
lar. 
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