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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, we give You thanks for
giving us another day. We also give
You thanks that You have given to us
the goals of justice and the designs of
freedom and that these are our herit-
age as Americans.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House with the understanding that it is
their work to develop the strategies
and the plans for achieving those goals
and the trust to know that Your spirit
is with them in their work.

Grace this assembly with the resolve
to be faithful in its tasks, responsible
in its actions, and fervent in its desire
to serve a nation which so many hope
will live beyond the current difficulties
into an ever greater realization of both
justice and freedom.

May all that is done today be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

——

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to section
2(a) of House Resolution 694, the Jour-
nal of the last day’s proceedings is ap-
proved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. WENSTRUP) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. WENSTRUP led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 20 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

THE MEMO SHOULD BE RELEASED

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Members have been given access to a
top secret memo by the House Perma-
nent Select Committee on Intelligence
regarding the Foreign Intelligence Sur-
veillance Act. The memo is disturbing.

Mr. Speaker, for years I have worked
to rein in FISA’s abuse of Americans’
constitutional rights. The memo, along
with supporting evidence from other
government agencies, should imme-
diately be declassified. Despite the
shutdown, the process to release this
document to the American public and

the media has begun.

There is also an overclassification of
documents by government. They have
nothing to do with national security.
The American people and the media
must see what our government is doing
in secret without America’s knowledge.

The memo is proof that government
cannot be trusted. In the words of
Thomas Jefferson, ‘“Educate and in-
form the whole mass of people. . . .
They are the only sure reliance for the
preservation of our liberty.”

Mr. Speaker, the memo shows this is
not the America our forefathers envi-
sioned.

And that is just the way it is.

——
DAY THREE OF THE SHUTDOWN

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House

for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, day
three of this shutdown, thousands and
thousands of Federal employees not
working. The leader of the Republicans
in the Senate has moved with some
offer that would hopefully be some-
thing to start with, but I applaud the
Democratic leadership in the other
body because they have been focusing
on what we want, and that is parity,
national security parity for children’s
healthcare and federally qualified
health clinics and veterans.

But the people who have imploded
this, of course, are the President and
his staff, with vulgarity and then
breaking up a deal last Friday.

So, if we are serious, we need to be
able to work on what the issues are,
and that is domestic spending to have
parity to ensure that the families of
our soldiers are, likewise, provided for.

I support the national security needs
of this Nation, as a Homeland Security
member since the tragic and heinous
terrorist act of 9/11. I believe national
security goes with providing for their
families. When are we going to do that
and provide for innocent DREAMers
who have done nothing but come to
this country to be able to do what is
right?

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to bring up H.R. 4872, the End the
Shutdown Act of 2018, a continuing res-
olution that would immediately open
and reopen the government with a
clean CR while negotiations continue
on a budget agreement that adheres to
the parity and on other critical issues
so that we can end the Trump shut-
down.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BYRNE). A unanimous consent request
for the consideration of that measure
would have to receive clearance by the
majority and minority floor and com-
mittee leaderships. The Chair is un-
aware of such clearance; therefore, the
Chair cannot entertain that request at
this time.

————

DEMOCRATS ARE VOTING
AGAINST CHIP

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Speaker, this 3-day Senate Demo-
cratic government shutdown is wrong,
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and it is time for the Senate Demo-
crats to do their job.

They voted against a noncontrover-
sial continuing resolution that fully
funded the Children’s Health Insurance
Program for 6 years. This is perplexing
because, for the past several months,
nearly every Democrat has cited CHIP
as one of their most important prior-
ities—but, apparently, it is not more
important than playing politics.

Senate Democrats who voted against
providing healthcare to 9 million vul-
nerable children need to be held ac-
countable.

The total number of children enrolled
in the CHIP program in Pennsylvania
in fiscal year 2016 was 342,268. That
means that 12.8 percent of children in
Pennsylvania are at risk of losing
healthcare because of Senate Demo-
crats playing partisan politics.

Putting politics before the well-being
of kids living in poverty and finan-
cially distressed homes is flat-out
wrong. I urge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to call on the Sen-
ators who have been blocking funding
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram to open the Federal Government.

Mr. Speaker, nobody benefits from
the politics of a government shutdown,
and millions of children are being hurt.

————

SHARING IN THE FRUSTRATION
OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, I
share the frustration of the American
public who overwhelmingly support
protecting young DREAMers, author-
izing the Children’s Health Program
and the community health centers that
serve them, and funding government
long term, not week to week.

Part of the solution is obvious: Don-
ald Trump should not be in the nego-
tiations, in part, because he doesn’t un-
derstand the complexities. Indeed, it
appears he doesn’t even understand the
basics. He frequently changes his mind,
agreeing with what he last saw on FOX
News or heard from the last person he
talked to.

The weekend news was filled with ac-
counts of his confusion and how de-
structive his participation has been,
acknowledged by Republicans and
Democrats alike, even frustrating his
own staff.

Maybe it is time to just ignore Don-
ald Trump and his tweets, send him
lots of cheeseburgers, and Kkeep this
news off FOX. Without Trump’s par-
ticipation, we will reach a better solu-
tion, and we will do it faster.

————

SOUTH CAROLINA NATIONAL
GUARD DESERVES BETTER

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.

Speaker, this weekend, South Caro-
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linians saw the damaging impacts of
the Schumer shutdown: 2,200 service-
members in the South Carolina Na-
tional Guard who had drill scheduled
were forced to go home after driving
across the State from all over the
Southeast. I know firsthand of the dis-
ruption, as a Guard veteran myself and
grateful dad of three sons who have
served in the Guard overseas.

Additionally, 70 soldiers who were op-
erating on Active Duty Operational
Support orders had their orders termi-
nated and will no longer have insur-
ance or income as of today. Approxi-
mately 750 Federal technicians who
handle mechanics for the South Caro-
lina National Guard will be laid off
today.

This is not only devastating to fami-
lies, it will negatively impact the read-
iness of our forces, which I recognize as
chairman of the Readiness Sub-
committee. The Guard has 80 soldiers
who were planning to attend necessary
training this weekend, but those drills
have been canceled, resulting in sol-
diers not being qualified or eligible for
promotion due to missing training.

This serves as a sad example of just
the impact on the South Carolina
Guard members. Senate Democrats
need to stop holding military funding
hostage.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

—————

FIND COMMON GROUND AND END
GRIDLOCK

(Mr. O'HALLERAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, on
the third day of this reckless govern-
ment shutdown, I rise to urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to
find common ground and end this grid-
lock.

Families in Arizona and America are
hurting. It is past time for Congress to
come together to boost our military.
We must reauthorize funding for the
Children’s Health Insurance Program,
community health centers, and the
Special Diabetes Program for Tribal
communities, and many others.

Mr. Speaker, we can’t go back to
business as usual and continue to fund
our military a few weeks at a time.
Secretary Mattis and our military
leaders have been clear about the dire
impacts of continuing resolutions on
our national security time and time
again throughout this year.

We are facing increasing global
threats. We cannot undermine our de-
fense leaders and our troops by refus-
ing to work together. We are here to
solve problems. For our brave service-
members and families across our com-
munities, let’s get the job done.

———
WE NEED TO KEEP THE
GOVERNMENT OPEN
(Mr. ROKITA asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

January 22, 2018

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, we have
done our job. President Trump is doing
his. The House has passed a spending
bill that keeps our government open,
funds our military, and helps protect
healthcare for millions of low-income
children, but Senate Democrats only
want to obstruct President Trump.
They are opposed to a bill that has ev-
erything in it that they are not op-
posed to, but they hold out for more.

Why?

Because they are putting amnesty for
illegal immigrants above law-abiding
citizens. This is unacceptable.

They are putting amnesty for illegal
immigrants ahead of healthcare for
low-income children.

They are putting amnesty for illegal
immigrants ahead of funding our mili-
tary.

They won’t allow anything that in-
cludes President Trump’s wall.

This is inexcusable. We need border
security. We need to keep our govern-
ment open. We need to fund our mili-
tary. And we need to provide
healthcare for millions of low-income
children.

This is not a complicated matter, and
voters should hold Democrats in the
House and Senate responsible.

———

SHUTDOWN IS UNNECESSARY
CRISIS

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, this
shutdown is an unnecessary, self-cre-
ated crisis driven by an unwillingness
to compromise. The American people
deserve better.

There are bipartisan solutions avail-
able, solutions that responsibly fund
our government and address the urgent
priorities, from children’s health and
community healthcare centers, to
DREAMers, to disaster relief.

I have been meeting with Members
on both sides of the aisle, including the
Problem Solvers Caucus, and I know
there is a real willingness to get this
done. What we need is congressional
leadership and a President willing to
negotiate and allow a vote.

We are almost 4 months into the fis-
cal year with no budget. We passed
three continuing resolutions since Sep-
tember, but we cannot continue with
these endless short-term patches. They
are irresponsible, hurt our Nation, and
hamper our military’s ability to plan
for the future. The Navy’s Secretary
likened it to putting $4 billion in a
trash can, pouring lighter fluid on it,
and setting it on fire.

The clock is ticking. The last shut-
down in 2013 cost our economy $24 bil-
lion. This won’t be resolved by one side
going it alone. Let’s end the political
games, stop the finger-pointing, and do
the work the American people sent us
here to do.

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to bring up H.R. 4872, the End the
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