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Valadao 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 

Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 

Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NAYS—184 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 
Brady (PA) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 
Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Courtney 
Crist 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 

Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Gomez 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hastings 
Heck 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 
Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Moore 
Moulton 

Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Nolan 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peters 
Peterson 
Pingree 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Rosen 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Tsongas 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—16 

Blum 
Cheney 
Costa 
Ellison 
Gallagher 
Hanabusa 

Harper 
Jenkins (KS) 
Napolitano 
Perlmutter 
Rush 
Serrano 

Shuster 
Speier 
Walz 
Weber (TX) 

b 1430 
So the previous question was ordered. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the resolution. 
The question was taken; and the 

Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 
Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I de-

mand a recorded vote. 
A recorded vote was ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. This 

will be a 5-minute vote. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—ayes 229, noes 183, 
not voting 16, as follows: 

[Roll No. 319] 

AYES—229 

Abraham 
Aderholt 
Allen 
Amash 
Amodei 
Arrington 
Babin 
Bacon 
Banks (IN) 
Barletta 
Barr 
Barton 
Bergman 
Biggs 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Bost 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Budd 
Burgess 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Chabot 
Cloud 
Coffman 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comer 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Cook 
Costello (PA) 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Culberson 
Curbelo (FL) 
Curtis 
Davidson 
Davis, Rodney 
Denham 
DeSantis 
DesJarlais 
Diaz-Balart 
Donovan 
Duffy 
Duncan (SC) 
Duncan (TN) 
Dunn 
Emmer 
Estes (KS) 
Faso 
Ferguson 
Fitzpatrick 
Fleischmann 
Flores 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Frelinghuysen 
Gaetz 
Garrett 
Gianforte 
Gibbs 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Gosar 

Gowdy 
Granger 
Graves (GA) 
Graves (LA) 
Graves (MO) 
Griffith 
Grothman 
Guthrie 
Handel 
Harris 
Hartzler 
Hensarling 
Herrera Beutler 
Hice, Jody B. 
Higgins (LA) 
Hill 
Holding 
Hollingsworth 
Hudson 
Huizenga 
Hultgren 
Hunter 
Hurd 
Issa 
Jenkins (WV) 
Johnson (LA) 
Johnson (OH) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones 
Jordan 
Joyce (OH) 
Katko 
Kelly (MS) 
Kelly (PA) 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kinzinger 
Knight 
Kustoff (TN) 
Labrador 
LaHood 
LaMalfa 
Lamborn 
Lance 
Latta 
Lesko 
Lewis (MN) 
LoBiondo 
Long 
Loudermilk 
Love 
Lucas 
Luetkemeyer 
MacArthur 
Marchant 
Marino 
Marshall 
Massie 
Mast 
McCarthy 
McCaul 
McClintock 
McHenry 
McKinley 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McSally 
Meadows 
Messer 
Mitchell 
Moolenaar 
Mooney (WV) 
Mullin 
Newhouse 
Noem 
Norman 
Nunes 

Olson 
Palazzo 
Palmer 
Paulsen 
Pearce 
Perry 
Pittenger 
Poe (TX) 
Poliquin 
Posey 
Ratcliffe 
Reed 
Reichert 
Renacci 
Rice (SC) 
Roby 
Roe (TN) 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rohrabacher 
Rokita 
Rooney, Francis 
Rooney, Thomas 

J. 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothfus 
Rouzer 
Royce (CA) 
Russell 
Rutherford 
Sanford 
Scalise 
Schweikert 
Scott, Austin 
Sensenbrenner 
Sessions 
Shimkus 
Simpson 
Smith (MO) 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smucker 
Stefanik 
Stewart 
Stivers 
Taylor 
Tenney 
Thompson (PA) 
Thornberry 
Tipton 
Trott 
Turner 
Upton 
Valadao 
Wagner 
Walberg 
Walden 
Walker 
Walorski 
Walters, Mimi 
Weber (TX) 
Webster (FL) 
Wenstrup 
Westerman 
Williams 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman 
Womack 
Woodall 
Yoder 
Yoho 
Young (AK) 
Young (IA) 
Zeldin 

NOES—183 

Adams 
Aguilar 
Barragán 
Bass 
Beatty 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bishop (GA) 
Blumenauer 
Blunt Rochester 
Bonamici 
Boyle, Brendan 

F. 

Brady (PA) 
Brown (MD) 
Brownley (CA) 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Capuano 
Carbajal 
Cárdenas 
Carson (IN) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chu, Judy 

Cicilline 
Clark (MA) 
Clarke (NY) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Connolly 
Cooper 
Correa 
Courtney 
Crist 
Crowley 

Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis, Danny 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delaney 
DeLauro 
DelBene 
Demings 
DeSaulnier 
Deutch 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Doyle, Michael 

F. 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Espaillat 
Esty (CT) 
Evans 
Foster 
Frankel (FL) 
Fudge 
Gabbard 
Gallego 
Garamendi 
Gomez 
Gonzalez (TX) 
Gottheimer 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Gutiérrez 
Hastings 
Heck 
Higgins (NY) 
Himes 
Hoyer 
Huffman 
Jackson Lee 
Jayapal 
Jeffries 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Kaptur 
Keating 
Kelly (IL) 
Kennedy 
Khanna 

Kihuen 
Kildee 
Kilmer 
Kind 
Krishnamoorthi 
Kuster (NH) 
Lamb 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lawrence 
Lawson (FL) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lieu, Ted 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren 
Lowenthal 
Lowey 
Lujan Grisham, 

M. 
Luján, Ben Ray 
Lynch 
Maloney, 

Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Sean 
Matsui 
McCollum 
McEachin 
McGovern 
McNerney 
Meeks 
Meng 
Moore 
Moulton 
Murphy (FL) 
Nadler 
Neal 
Nolan 
Norcross 
O’Halleran 
O’Rourke 
Pallone 
Panetta 
Pascrell 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Peters 
Peterson 

Pingree 
Pocan 
Polis 
Price (NC) 
Quigley 
Raskin 
Rice (NY) 
Richmond 
Rosen 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tonko 
Torres 
Tsongas 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—16 

Blum 
Cheney 
Costa 
Ellison 
Gallagher 
Hanabusa 

Harper 
Jenkins (KS) 
Lewis (GA) 
Napolitano 
Perlmutter 
Ruppersberger 

Rush 
Shuster 
Speier 
Walz 

b 1437 

So the resolution was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE 
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR 
OF H.R. 1898 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that I may 
hereafter be considered to be the first 
sponsor of H.R. 1898, a bill originally 
introduced by Representative Meehan 
of Pennsylvania, for the purposes of 
adding cosponsors and requesting 
reprintings pursuant to clause 7 of rule 
XII. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOST). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentlewoman from Tennessee? 

There was no objection. 
f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
COUNTRIES OF EASTERN EU-
ROPE AND THE NORTH ATLAN-
TIC TREATY ORGANIZATION 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that the 
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Committee on Foreign Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the resolution (H. Res. 256) expressing 
support for the countries of Eastern 
Europe and the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, reserving 
my right to object, although I don’t in-
tend to object, I want to, first of all, 
thank the chairman for bringing this 
resolution to the floor. 

The Foreign Affairs Committee 
marked up this resolution awhile back. 
It passed unanimously, and we were 
under the impression that it might 
come up for debate on Tuesday under 
suspension. That is what should have 
happened. 

Members should have had the oppor-
tunity to debate this in the House be-
fore the NATO summit meeting began 
this morning, and sent a clear message 
that this body stands with NATO, that 
we support this alliance, the most suc-
cessful in history, that our allies can 
count on American leadership and 
American resolve. 

Instead, we are rushing it through 
today, after the summit is halfway 
over and after President Trump has 
again insulted our closest friends on 
the global stage. 

This is an important resolution. It 
should not be swept under the rug be-
cause it is important that this body 
stand up for NATO, even if we are late 
to the game. 

Mr. Speaker, I withdraw my reserva-
tion of objection. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The res-
ervation is withdrawn. 

Is there objection to the request of 
the gentleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the resolution is as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 256 

Whereas the United States has shown 
strong commitment to the independence, 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and demo-
cratic development of the countries that 
emerged from the ashes of the former Soviet 
Union and the communist bloc it once domi-
nated; 

Whereas many of these countries have, 
during the past three decades, undertaken 
the considerable political and economic re-
forms necessary to achieve the aspirations 
for European and Euro-Atlantic integration, 
or are continuing to do so; 

Whereas the incorporation of Eastern Eu-
ropean countries into the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) has contributed 
toward a vision of Europe that is aimed at 
promoting stability and cooperation, at 
building a Europe whole and free, united in 
peace, democracy and common values; 

Whereas the mission of NATO since its 
founding in 1949 is to promote democratic 
values, cooperation on defense and security 
issues, and the peaceful resolution of dis-
putes; 

Whereas NATO remains the most impor-
tant and critical security link between the 
United States and Europe; 

Whereas NATO allies and partners in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe, including countries 
of the Western Balkans, and the former So-
viet Union have stood alongside the United 
States in joint peace operations in the West-
ern Balkans, Afghanistan, Iraq, and else-
where around the globe; 

Whereas Russia’s aggressive actions 
against neighboring members of the NATO 
Alliance and nearby NATO partner coun-
tries, including its many violations of Baltic 
airspace, occupation of Georgian territory in 
2008, annexation of Crimea in 2014, and con-
tinued threats to Moldovan territorial integ-
rity and sovereignty, not only violate its 
commitments under the Helsinki Final Act 
and subsequent Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) agree-
ments but are also key contributors to Eu-
rope’s instability; 

Whereas NATO reaffirmed its military se-
curity commitment to the Baltic States in 
response to increased Russian military ac-
tivities; 

Whereas NATO allies increased their as-
sistance to NATO partner countries by en-
dorsing the Substantial NATO–Georgia 
Package in support of Georgia at the Wales 
Summit, the Comprehensive Assistance 
Package in support of Ukraine at the War-
saw Summit, and developed a phased Defense 
and Related Security Capacity Building 
package in support of Moldova; 

Whereas the European Reassurance Initia-
tive represents the United States commit-
ment to enduring peace, stability, and terri-
torial integrity in Europe as members and 
partners of the NATO Alliance; 

Whereas British Prime Minister Theresa 
May stated, ‘‘On defense and security co-
operation, we’re united in our recognition of 
NATO as the bulwark of our collective de-
fense and we reaffirmed our unshakeable 
commitment to this alliance. We’re 100% be-
hind NATO.’’; 

Whereas Estonian President Kersti 
Kaljulaid stated, ‘‘Our NATO allies can rely 
on us to act as agreed in recent summits in 
Chicago, Wales and Warsaw, our UN partners 
have appreciated and respected our role in 
peacekeeping operations and our European 
partners know that Estonia is a reliable 
partner when there is a crisis’’ and Estonian 
Prime Minister Jüri Ratas stated, ‘‘Our com-
mitment to NATO is steadfast.’’; 

Whereas Latvian President Raimonds 
Vējonis stated, ‘‘We [Latvia] continue in-
creasing our defense spending consistently 
on our own, and our allies appreciate that. A 
historic decision on deployment of four mul-
tinational battalions in the Baltic States 
and Poland was made at the NATO Summit 
in Warsaw this summer. This is by far the 
most serious proof of NATO’s readiness to 
defend independence of the Eastern European 
countries, including Latvia.’’; 

Whereas Czech Republic Prime Minster 
Bohuslav Sobotka stated, ‘‘NATO is the 
basis for our security’’ and that he hopes 
‘‘the United States will remain a solid NATO 
partner.’’; and 

Whereas the United States must remain 
committed to our NATO allies in the face of 
any aggression irrespective of their ability 
to meet the NATO benchmark of spending: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) condemns any threat to the sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity, freedom and 
democracy of the Baltic States; 

(2) condemns the clear, gross, and uncor-
rected ongoing violation of the Helsinki 
principles by the Russian Federation with 
respect to the sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity of Ukraine; 

(3) supports keeping United States sanc-
tions imposed against Russia relating to Cri-

mea in effect until Ukraine’s sovereignty 
over Crimea has been restored, as well as 
sanctions relating to the Donbas until the 
Minsk agreements are fully implemented; 

(4) considers it essential for the United 
States to maintain and increase political, 
economic, and security support for the coun-
tries of Central and Eastern Europe; 

(5) appreciates the spirit of friendship of 
the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, 
including those of the Western Balkans, 
their commitment to collective security, and 
their contributions, past and present, to 
peace operations around the globe; 

(6) supports keeping the door to NATO 
membership open to those countries that are 
eligible to join the Alliance and meet all the 
necessary requirements for membership; 

(7) supports and encourages the democratic 
aspirations of the people of all countries con-
cerned, including Ukraine, Georgia, and 
Moldova; and 

(8) calls for continued support to the 
United States European Reassurance Initia-
tive. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. ROYCE OF 
CALIFORNIA 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I have an amendment to the text at 
the desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Strike all after resolving clause and insert 

the following: 
Resolved, That the House of Representa-

tives— 
(1) affirms the United States enduring 

commitment to and friendship with its 
NATO allies; 

(2) pledges that the United States will con-
tinue to maintain strong leadership and 
strengthen its commitments to NATO; 

(3) condemns any threat to the sov-
ereignty, territorial integrity, freedom and 
democracy of NATO allies; 

(4) condemns the clear, gross, and uncor-
rected ongoing violation of the Helsinki 
principles by Russia with respect to the sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine; 

(5) supports keeping United States sanc-
tions imposed against Russia relating to Cri-
mea in effect until Ukraine’s sovereignty 
over Crimea has been restored, as well as 
sanctions relating to the Donbas until the 
Minsk agreements are fully implemented; 

(6) considers it essential for the United 
States to maintain and increase political, 
economic, and security support for the coun-
tries of Central and Eastern Europe; 

(7) appreciates the spirit of friendship of 
the countries of Central and Eastern Europe, 
including those of the Western Balkans, 
their commitment to collective security, and 
their contributions, past and present, to 
peace operations around the globe; 

(8) calls for the United States to continue 
to support the countries of Central and East-
ern Europe to secure their electoral proc-
esses from foreign threats; 

(9) supports and encourages the democratic 
aspirations of the people of all countries con-
cerned, including Ukraine, Georgia, and 
Moldova; 

(10) encourages the countries of Europe to 
continue to invest in the individual, re-
gional, and collective defense; 

(11) calls on all NATO allies whose current 
proportion of gross domestic product spent 
on defense is below the 2 percent guideline to 
meet that guideline; 

(12) honors the men and women who served 
under NATO and gave their lives to promote 
peace, security, and international coopera-
tion since 1949; and 
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(13) calls for continued support to the 

United States’ European Deterrence Initia-
tive. 

Mr. ROYCE of California (during the 
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The resolution, as amended, was 

agreed to. 
AMENDMENT TO THE PREAMBLE OFFERED BY 

MR. ROYCE OF CALIFORNIA 
Mr. ROYCE of California. I have an 

amendment to the preamble at the 
desk. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will report the amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Strike the preamble and insert the fol-

lowing: 
Whereas the United States has shown 

strong commitment to the independence, 
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and demo-
cratic development of the countries that 
emerged from the ashes of the former Soviet 
Union and the communist bloc it once domi-
nated; 

Whereas many of these countries have, 
during the past three decades, undertaken 
the extensive political and economic reforms 
necessary to achieve their aspirations for 
European and Euro-Atlantic integration, or 
are continuing to do so; 

Whereas the incorporation of Central and 
Eastern European countries into the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) has 
contributed to a vision of Europe that is 
whole and free and united in peace, democ-
racy, and common values; 

Whereas the mission of NATO since its 
founding in 1949 is to defend its members 
from aggression, enhance cooperation on de-
fense and security issues, and promote the 
peaceful resolution of disputes; 

Whereas NATO remains the most impor-
tant and critical security link between the 
United States and Europe; 

Whereas on November 16, 2016, former 
President Barack Obama stated, ‘‘NATO, the 
world’s greatest alliance, is as strong and as 
ready as it’s ever been and I am confident 
that just as America’s commitment to the 
transatlantic alliance has endured for seven 
decades—whether it’s been under a Demo-
cratic or Republican administration—that 
commitment will continue, including our 
pledge and our treaty obligation to defend 
every ally.’’; 

Whereas on July 6, 2017, President Donald 
J. Trump reiterated the United States’ sup-
port of NATO by saying, ‘‘To those who 
would criticize our tough stance, I would 
point out that the United States has dem-
onstrated not merely with words but with its 
actions that we stand firmly behind Article 
5, the mutual defense commitment.’’; 

Whereas NATO allies and partners in Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe, including countries 
of the Western Balkans, and the former So-
viet Union have stood alongside the United 
States in joint peace operations in the West-
ern Balkans, Afghanistan, Iraq, and else-
where around the globe; 

Whereas NATO established the Euro-Atlan-
tic Partnership Council to promote, among 
other priorities, counter-terrorism, non-pro-
liferation, and crisis management coopera-
tion as well as advancing values, including 
respect of international law and peaceful res-
olution of disputes; 

Whereas Russia’s aggressive actions 
against members of the NATO Alliance and 

nearby NATO partner countries, including 
its many violations of Baltic airspace, occu-
pation of Georgian territory in 2008, illegal 
occupation of Crimea since 2014, and contin-
ued threats to Moldovan territorial integrity 
and sovereignty, not only violate its com-
mitments under the Helsinki Final Act and 
subsequent Organization for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) agreements 
but also foment instability in Europe; 

Whereas NATO allies increased their as-
sistance to NATO partner countries by en-
dorsing the Substantial NATO–Georgia 
Package in support of Georgia at the Wales 
Summit, the Comprehensive Assistance 
Package in support of Ukraine at the War-
saw Summit, and developed a phased Defense 
and Related Security Capacity Building 
package in support of Moldova; 

Whereas the European Deterrence Initia-
tive represents the United States commit-
ment to enduring peace, stability, and terri-
torial integrity in Europe as members and 
partners of the NATO Alliance; 

Whereas from September 14 through Sep-
tember 20, 2017, Russia held a large-scale 
military exercise in Belarus known as Zapad 
2017; 

Whereas the last Zapad exercise was in 2013 
which laid the foundations for Russia’s 2014 
annexation of Crimea; 

Whereas NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg expressed concerns about Rus-
sia’s lack of transparency regarding military 
exercises; 

Whereas Secretary-General Stoltenberg 
also stated, ‘‘Russia is our neighbor....We 
don’t want to isolate Russia; we don’t want 
a new Cold War.’’; 

Whereas the Chief of the General Staff of 
the Armed Forces of Russia, Valery 
Gerasimov, wrote in 2013 that ‘‘informa-
tional conflict’’ is a key part of war; 

Whereas Baltic and NATO officials believe 
that Russia was likely responsible for inter-
ruptions in Latvia’s mobile communications 
network before the Zapad exercise; 

Whereas three Baltic Russian-language 
news sites known collectively as Baltnews 
are secretly owned by Rossiya Segodnya, a 
news agency owned and operated by the Rus-
sian Government; 

Whereas on June 28, 2017, Vesko Garcevic, 
Montenegro’s ambassador to NATO from 2010 
through 2014, testified before the Senate In-
telligence Committee that Russia has pro-
vided support to extremist groups and even 
used the country’s religious institutions to 
oppose closer ties to the Western world; 

Whereas on April 4, 2018, Russia began a 
live-fire military exercise in the Baltic Sea, 
just outside of the territorial waters of 
NATO member countries, in a move a top 
Latvian defense official called a ‘‘show of 
force’’ just a day after Baltic leaders met 
with President Trump; 

Whereas at the Wales Summit in 2014, all 
28 members of the NATO alliance declared 
their intention to move towards a minimum 
security investment of 2 percent of their 
gross domestic product on defense within a 
decade; 

Whereas on June 8, 2018, NATO Secretary- 
General Stoltenberg spoke of increases in de-
fense investments by European allies, that 
‘‘Allies are making real progress on all as-
pects of burden sharing, cash, capabilities 
and contributions... But of course, we still 
have more work to do. Burden sharing will 
be a key theme of our Summit next month. 
And I expect all Allies to continue their ef-
forts.’’; and 

Whereas the commitment to collective de-
fense in Article 5 of the North Atlantic Trea-
ty remains at the heart of the Alliance: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Mr. ROYCE of California (during the 
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent to dispense with the reading. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
The amendment to the preamble was 

agreed to. 
The title of the resolution was 

amended so as to read: ‘‘A resolution 
expressing support for the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization and the coun-
tries of Central and Eastern Europe.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on the motion to suspend the 
rules on which a recorded vote or the 
yeas and nays are ordered, or on if the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Any record vote on the postponed 
question will be taken later. 

f 

b 1445 

CROOKED RIVER RANCH FIRE 
PROTECTION ACT 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2075) to adjust the eastern 
boundary of the Deschutes Canyon- 
Steelhead Falls Wilderness Study Area 
in the State of Oregon to facilitate fire 
prevention and response activities in 
order to protect adjacent private prop-
erty, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2075 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Crooked River 
Ranch Fire Protection Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds the following: 
(1) The Crooked River Ranch is an unincor-

porated community with a population of 5,000 
residents. 

(2) The current lands located adjacent to 
Crooked River Ranch are managed by the Bu-
reau of Land Management and are classified as 
a Wilderness Study Area. 

(3) There is currently only one entrance/exit 
to the Crooked River Ranch. 

(4) Jefferson County and Crooked River 
Ranch have determined that the Wilderness 
Study Area lands are in the highest risk cat-
egory for exposure to devastating wildfire due to 
overstocked juniper stands under the federally 
mandated and locally promulgated Jefferson 
County Community Wildfire Protection Plan 
(CWPP). 

(5) The current Wilderness Study Area classi-
fication prevents mechanical fire prevention ac-
tivities within the overstocked juniper stands. 

(6) Advancing this proposed legislation will 
greatly enhance the life and safety of people 
and property by reducing the extreme fire threat 
to these lands. 
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