H5758

McMaster, Attorney General Alan Wil-
son, and congressional nominee Wil-
liam Timmons.

——————

IMPROVE OUR HEALTHCARE
SYSTEM

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of the more than 130
million Americans with preexisting
conditions who are under attack from
the Trump administration.

Some of these people have chronic
health conditions such as asthma and
diabetes. Some are waging courageous
fights against cancer. Some are tack-
ling challenges with mental health or
substance abuse. These are our family
and friends. They are our neighbors,
our coworkers, our caregivers. They
are us.

Sadly, if the administration has its
way, they will once more be subjected
to discrimination that could deprive
them of coverage, condemn them to a
lifetime’s worth of staggering medical
bills, and push their families into dev-
astating bankruptcy.

One of my constituents in Highland
Park who found coverage through the
ACA wrote me:

My preexisting condition is not a result of
my lifestyle choices, as some like to believe.
I don’t deserve to be demonized and finan-
cially thrashed just because of something I
cannot control.

I agree. Seventy percent of the public
also support making sure people with
preexisting conditions have protec-
tions. I urge the Trump administration
to abandon its legal effort to under-
mine the ACA. Enough with the sabo-
tage.

We owe it to these 130 million people
to do better. Instead of building bar-
riers to healthcare, let’s work together
and improve our healthcare system.

——————

WELCOMING CONGRESSIONAL ART
COMPETITION WINNER MEGAN
SMITH TO THE CAPITOL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today I welcome Megan
Smith to the Capitol. Megan is the
winner of the Pennsylvania Fifth Con-
gressional District’s Congressional Art-
work Competition.

The annual art competition, orga-
nized by the Congressional Institute,
showcases the artwork of high school
students across every congressional
district in the country.

Megan just graduated from
Bellefonte Area High School earlier
this month. Her artwork titled,

“Spoons,” is a drawing of five different
spoons on top of blue, pink, and white
collage paper.

All of the winning pieces will be dis-
played for the year in the Cannon tun-
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nel where they will be viewed by Mem-
bers of Congress, staff, and the many
visitors of the Capitol every day.

I am looking forward to spending
time with Megan and her parents at
this afternoon’s reception where she
and her fellow winners from across the
country will be honored for their work.

I congratulate Megan and all of the
students who participated in the com-
petition, and I am excited to see all of
the new artwork hanging in the tunnel.

———
STATEHOOD FOR PUERTO RICO

(Mrs. MURPHY of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to express my support for bi-
partisan legislation to begin Puerto
Rico’s transition to statehood.

There are over 3 million U.S. citizens
in Puerto Rico, and over 5 million indi-
viduals of Puerto Rican heritage in the
States. My Florida district is home to
more Puerto Ricans than any other
district in the country.

I care deeply about Puerto Rico be-
cause my constituents care deeply
about Puerto Rico. But every Member
of Congress should care about Puerto
Ricans because they are our fellow citi-
zens. We are part of the same American
family.

Puerto Rico has been a territory for
120 years. Its residents are treated un-
equally under key Federal laws. This
impairs economic progress and quality
of life, spurring migration to the main-
land. And even though Puerto Ricans
serve in the military with distinction,
they cannot vote for their President
and Commander-in-Chief. They have no
Senators, and have only one nonvoting
delegate in the House.

The hard truth is that Puerto Rico’s
lack of political power too often makes
it an afterthought in Washington, as
the Federal Government’s poor re-
sponse to Hurricane Maria made pain-
fully clear.

I support statehood because I support
equality. The people of Puerto Rico de-
serve the same rights and responsibil-
ities as their fellow citizens in Florida
and every other State.

Puerto Rico has earned its star on
the American flag.

———

RECOGNIZING THOSE AFFECTED
BY THE EASTPOINT FIRE

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize the hardworking people of
Eastpoint, Florida, who lost their
homes, their belongings, and even their
livelihoods to a devastating fire this
week.

This past weekend a fire broke out in
Franklin County, which destroyed
more than 40 homes and almost 1,000
acres. My heart goes out to those
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whose lives have been forever changed
by this horrible and unexpected wild-
fire. My office stands ready to assist
them in any way we can.

Thank you to all of our first respond-
ers, volunteer firefighters, and local
law enforcement for your heroic efforts
in containing this blaze. Your quick ac-
tions saved many lives.

Thank you also to Franklin County
Sheriff, A. J. “Tony” Smith, Franklin
County Emergency Management Direc-
tor Pam Brownell, local community
leaders, the Salvation Army, and the
American Red Cross, all of whom
stepped up and provided aid and com-
fort to those who need it the most.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in pray-
ing for the victims and their families
during this time of loss.

———

POST-TRAUMATIC STRESS
DISORDER AWARENESS DAY

Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, 20 vet-
erans commit suicide in the United
States every day. This is not only a
crisis; it is a national shame.

Today, June 27, is Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder Awareness Day. We
need to come together as Democrats
and Republicans to help those suffering
from PTSD.

Too many veterans suffering alone in
the dark are not eligible for VA bene-
fits, or are unable to navigate the VA
bureaucracy.

I am proud to have introduced the bi-
partisan Mental Health Services for All
Veterans Act, H.R. 2736, which would
provide every member of the military
mental health services, whether Active
Duty, Reserve, or National Guard, even
if they were less-than-honorably dis-
charged.

Mental health, PTSD, 20 suicides a
day—this crisis in a community of he-
roes must be addressed.

———
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HONORING WILLIAM DALLUGE

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor my
friend, William Dalluge, Jr., a lifetime
resident of Blue Mound, Illinois, who
retired as Pleasant View Township
clerk in April.

William, who is known to everyone
as ‘“Whompie,” is a staple in the Blue
Mound community. Born and raised
there, Whompie has always called Blue
Mound home. Even from a young age,
he knew the importance of giving back
to his community. In 1961, he started a
small business by leasing and operating
the Standard Gas station in town for 9
years. The following 16 years, he was
co-owner of the Blue Mound Furniture
Store.
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What 1is most remarkable about
Whompie is that he has spent nearly
all his life in the service of others. Not
only is he a U.S. Army veteran, but
Whompie sat on the Blue Mound Town
Board for 4 years, serving as the village
president another 4.

He volunteered his time as a Boy
Scout troop leader and has been ac-
tively involved in the Interchurch Food
Pantry since 1984. For the past 29
years, the citizens of Blue Mound have
known Whompie as their Pleasant
View Township clerk until his retire-
ment this spring.

However, if you ask him, Whompie’s
greatest accomplishment has been his
nearly 69-year marriage to his wife,
Nelda. Together, they have three chil-
dren, six grandchildren, and three
great-grandchildren.

Whompie, congratulations on a well-
earned retirement. Best wishes to you
and your family.

——

FOREIGN INTERFERENCE IN U.S.
ELECTIONS

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, the 2016
election and its fallout highlighted
what many Americans already Kknew,
that special interests bankroll can-
didates in exchange for expected favors
down the road and loopholes allow for-
eign governments to influence our elec-
tions. Look no further than the perva-
sive impact of Russian-sponsored polit-
ical ads on Facebook in 2016.

My bill, the REFUSE Act, Repelling
Encroachment by Foreigners into U.S.
Elections, tightens campaign finance
laws and lobbyist disclosure rules to
protect our democracy from foreign in-
fluence.

First, to stem the bleed of special in-
terest money into our elections, our
bill sets a reasonable limit on foreign
ownership within corporate PACs and
501(c)(4) nonprofits that spend on our
elections. Second, the bill tightens re-
porting requirements for foreign agents
and gives the Justice Department real
enforcement authority to go after the
bad guys.

Until we repeal Citizens United,
which threw open the floodgates for
billionaires and special interests to
spend unlimited secret money on our
elections, we need commonsense legis-
lation like the REFUSE Act.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join me in fortifying our democratic
Republic against foreign influence.

HONORING OFFICER MATHEW
MAZANY

(Mr. JOYCE of Ohio asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. JOYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker,
today I want to honor the life and serv-
ice of a brave constituent of mine,
Mentor police officer Mathew Mazany.
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Officer Mazany, a 1l4-year veteran offi-
cer, was Kkilled in a tragic hit-and-run
on Sunday morning while helping with
a traffic stop.

He achieved his dream by following
in the footsteps of his father, who also
served as a police officer for 34 years in
Maple Heights, not too far from Men-
tor. His coworkers and those who knew
him best described him as a happy-go-
lucky kind of guy who enjoyed pro-
tecting the Mentor community.

Officer Mazany leaves behind a son,
brother, father, and countless others
who had the pleasure of knowing him.
His legacy and dedication to public
service will not be forgotten.

My prayers are with Officer Mathew
Mazany’s family, his friends, the city
of Mentor, and the Mentor Police De-
partment during this difficult time.

———

SUPPORTING OUR MILITARY

(Mrs. ROBY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to voice my strong support for H.R.
6157, the Department of Defense Appro-
priations Act.

Over the last year and a half, our
unified government has taken the nec-
essary steps to unleash the economy
and foster growth here in the United
States. Because of this work, our econ-
omy is strong today.

Now we must do the work required to
ensure that our military is strong, too,
especially after the damaging seques-
tration cuts and funding limitations
placed on our military by the previous
administration. As a member of the
Defense Subcommittee of the Appro-
priations Committee, I have been proud
to have a seat at the table through this
process. I appreciate the leadership of
Chairwoman KAY GRANGER as we work
to properly fund our military.

I am grateful to serve Alabama’s Sec-
ond District that is home to Maxwell-
Gunter Air Force Base and Fort
Rucker. I am proud that this bill pro-
vides the resources to support their
critical missions.

Mr. Speaker, one of Congress’ most
fundamental constitutional respon-
sibilities is to provide for the common
defense. This bill fulfills that responsi-
bility and ensures that our military re-
mains the tip of the spear. I will proud-
ly vote for H.R. 6157 to properly fund
our military.

———

PROVIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 6157, DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2019, AND PROVIDING
FOR PROCEEDINGS DURING THE
PERIOD FROM JUNE 29, 2018,
THROUGH JULY 9, 2018

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 964 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:
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H. RES. 964

Resolved, That at any time after adoption
of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 6157)
making appropriations for the Department
of Defense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2019, and for other purposes. No
further amendment to the bill, as amended,
shall be in order except those printed in the
report of the Committee on Rules accom-
panying this resolution and available pro
forma amendments described in section 3 of
House Resolution 961. Each further amend-
ment printed in the report of the Committee
on Rules shall be considered only in the
order printed in the report, may be offered
only by a Member designated in the report,
shall be considered as read, shall be debat-
able for the time specified in the report
equally divided and controlled by the pro-
ponent and an opponent, shall not be subject
to amendment except amendments described
in section 3 of House Resolution 961, and
shall not be subject to a demand for division
of the question in the House or in the Com-
mittee of the Whole. All points of order
against such further amendments are
waived. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill, as amended, to the
House with such further amendments as may
have been adopted. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill and
amendments thereto to final passage with-
out intervening motion except one motion to
recommit with or without instructions.

SEC. 2. On any legislative day during the
period from June 29, 2018, through July 9,
2018 —

(a) the Journal of the proceedings of the
previous day shall be considered as approved;
and

(b) the Chair may at any time declare the
House adjourned to meet at a date and time,
within the limits of clause 4, section 5, arti-
cle I of the Constitution, to be announced by
the Chair in declaring the adjournment.

SEC. 3. The Speaker may appoint Members
to perform the duties of the Chair for the du-
ration of the period addressed by section 2 of
this resolution as though under clause 8(a) of
rule I.

SEC. 4. It shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider con-
current resolutions providing for adjourn-
ment during the month of July, 2018.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from Wyoming is recognized
for 1 hour.

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to my colleague
from California (Mrs. TORRES) pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming?

There was no objection.

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of House Resolution 964, which
provides for the consideration of addi-
tional amendments to H.R. 6157, the
Department of Defense Appropriations
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