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IMMIGRATION AND GOP’S ATTACK 

ON WORKING PEOPLE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
call attention to the outright assault 
on working people in America by the 
Trump administration. 

When candidate Trump ran and car-
ried States like Ohio, Michigan, and 
Wisconsin, he promised to renegotiate 
NAFTA to secure U.S. jobs and stop 
outsourcing. He said he would fight to 
raise people’s paychecks. 

Well, wages aren’t keeping up with 
the cost of living as workers backslide 
on hourly wages, while healthcare and 
prescription drug costs rise and retire-
ment benefits are being cut. 

This week, Harley Davidson just an-
nounced it will outsource hundreds of 
jobs because of the Trump trade war. 
Meanwhile, the NAFTA trade deficit 
remains far too high under the Trump 
administration. That means more lost 
U.S. jobs and a diminished middle 
class. 

Now, why has President Trump de-
layed NAFTA renegotiations so critical 
to creating a level playing field both in 
our country and across our continent? 

Instead of renegotiating NAFTA to 
heal these gaping deficits and to pre-
vent pitting one group of workers 
against another on this continent, he is 
targeting the lowest wage workers in 
the Americas and tearing them apart 
from their children, their families, and 
their communities. Most are agricul-
tural workers who work in grueling 
jobs, for which U.S. citizens rarely 
apply. 
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Let me bring you to Ohio. Just in the 
past 3 weeks, Ohio communities have 
faced six massive worker raids at two 
Corso Lawn and Garden centers and at 
four Fresh Mark animal slaughter fa-
cilities. 

America has a choice: We can either 
grow and process our food and flori-
culture inside this country; or, if we 
fail to tend it, we will outsource more 
and more of our production and be 
forced to import more food and cede 
more jobs that relate to agriculture. 

These worker raids create a climate 
of fear where workers are too afraid to 
stand up for their rights, to report 
wage theft, or to redress dangerous 
work conditions facing them. 

Working in a meat slaughterhouse is 
among the most dangerous jobs in the 
United States of America. NAFTA 
forces workers who work in these jobs 
to exist in a shadow economy and be 
treated as, yes, less than human. 

The raw truth is NAFTA was pur-
posefully designed to create an exodus 
of millions of displaced small farmers 
in the Mexican countryside who have 
become an exploitable underclass of 
vast dimension across this continent. 
Millions and millions of small farmers 
were turned off their land, forming an 
endless pool of cheap, exploitable labor 

in the Americas. I call it the most sig-
nificant continental sacrilege in my 
lifetime. 

Voila. There it is, the cold, hard 
truth of NAFTA’s underbelly, still left 
unaddressed after a quarter century. 

Their lives are viewed as cheap, those 
human lives given no value in this con-
tinent’s enormous economy. Yet we 
wouldn’t eat without them. We 
wouldn’t recreate without them. 

Where is President Trump? Instead of 
fixing this NAFTA problem, he has 
sidelined NAFTA renegotiation. In-
stead of fixing this problem, congres-
sional Republicans passed a GOP tax 
scam that gives away trillions to the 
ultrawealthy—the top 1 percent got 83 
percent of the benefits—while adding 
trillions to our deficit. Meanwhile, 
workers are facing increased health 
costs, cutbacks in retirement benefits, 
unaffordable medicine and healthcare, 
and rising education costs for their 
children. 

How about that? Instead of carefully 
targeted trade relief and going after 
closed global markets, the Trump ad-
ministration starts a trade war with 
most of our allies. 

It isn’t productive that this Presi-
dent of the United States is offending 
the President of Mexico and the Prime 
Minister of Canada. Really? Our closest 
neighbors. 

Young people are expressing work-
place frustration as well with the jobs 
in the so-called gig economy with Uber 
or elsewhere, where a 20-year-old, sure, 
can work, but with far fewer benefits 
and much less security and stability. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time for a better 
deal for workers across this continent, 
starting with an enforceable NAFTA 
trade pact that has strong labor provi-
sions and a labor secretariat on both 
the agriculture and industrial side. 

I am one of the Democrats willing to 
work with Republicans and roll up my 
sleeves to reach that compromise, as 
difficult as I know it will be. 
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TAX REFORM AND ECONOMIC 
HEALTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Washington (Mr. NEWHOUSE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, proud to share a snapshot of ris-
ing wages, more jobs, and increasing 
opportunity in the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Washington, which I 
have the distinct pleasure of rep-
resenting. 

In the city of Yakima, unemploy-
ment is at 5.5 percent, as reported in 
April by the Washington Employment 
Security Department. That number is 
reportedly the lowest it has been for 
that month since electronic reporting 
began in 1990. Yakima County is the 
most populous county in central Wash-
ington and had a May unemployment 
rate at 6.0 percent, which is the lowest 
rate in decades. 

In another major population center 
in Washington, the Tri-Cities, unem-

ployment was at 5.2 percent in May. 
Wages in the Tri-Cities area are up 3.8 
percent over 2017 and are among the 
fastest growing in the State. 

The latest jobs report showed de-
creasing unemployment rates across 
my district in every single county, 
with Okanogan at 6.3 percent; Grant, 
6.1; Franklin, 5.5; Douglas at 5.2; Ben-
ton at 5.1; Adams at 4.8; and Walla 
Walla at 4.3. 

New jobs in construction, food manu-
facturing, and professional business 
services are largely driving the re-
gional growth in the labor force. These 
numbers are more than just statistics, 
Mr. Speaker. Increasing employment 
opportunities mean families can pro-
vide a more secure future for their chil-
dren. Graduating students are able to 
choose from more options after gradua-
tion. 

My constituents deserve a Federal 
Government whose policies foster this 
kind of growth through lower taxes and 
smarter regulation. We should encour-
age entrepreneurs by helping, not hurt-
ing, growth. 

Since tax reform was made law, local 
businesses in my district, such as Irwin 
Research & Development and Abbott’s 
Printing in Yakima, have expressed op-
timism at the prospect of increasing 
investment and giving earnings to 
workers rather than the Federal Gov-
ernment. 

The ability of businesses to write off 
the full value of equipment and other 
assets will help Buhrmaster Baking 
Company in Yakima plan for equip-
ment upgrades. Chukar Cherries in 
Prosser has announced a $1.8 million, 
12,000-square-foot expansion, in large 
part due to tax reform. 

Cacchiotti Orthodontics announced 
hourly raises for their Moses Lake em-
ployees thanks to tax reform. Pacific 
Power, which serves Yakima County, 
announced that it will pass tax reform 
savings on to its ratepayers. Wash-
ington Federal, with branches in Moses 
Lake and Quincy, announced 5 percent 
merit-based increases in wages for all 
employees earning less than $100,000, as 
well as an investment in employee 
training programs. 

Pacific Northwest companies such as 
Alaska Airlines, Costco, Boeing, 
Premera Blue Cross, and Starbucks 
have announced millions in increased 
benefits, raises, employee education, 
and nonprofit donations. 

To sum it all up, central Washing-
ton’s economy is experiencing growth, 
and that is good news for workers and 
for their families. I will continue to 
work on behalf of my constituents to 
promote economic opportunity, and I 
am proud that this tax reform is work-
ing as it was promised to work. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 
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Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 52 

minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BOST) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Dr. Jack Trieber, North Valley Bap-
tist Church, Santa Clara, California, 
offered the following prayer: 

Father, I thank You so much, Al-
mighty God, that we can come into 
Your presence and pray for this great 
body of people that serve us. 

We thank You for our Congressmen 
today. We pray that You keep them 
safe, men and women, their children, 
their mates, their grandchildren. We 
pray for our country today that it 
would have this day of safety and secu-
rity. 

Lord, it is my prayer that as our 
leaders serve today, that You give 
them wisdom, that You give them pa-
tience, that You give them kindness 
and understanding. 

May we remember the words of the 
Scripture that: ‘‘Righteousness exalts 
a nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people.’’ Remember the Bible says 
today that: ‘‘Blessed is the nation 
whose God is the Lord.’’ 

We thank You for America. We thank 
You for the privilege of prayer in this 
very sacred assembly. 

In Jesus’ name, amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Rhode Island (Mr. 
CICILLINE) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CICILLINE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
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WELCOMING DR. JACK TRIEBER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. KHANNA) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, it is an 

honor to introduce my friend and con-
stituent, Dr. Jack Trieber, pastor of 
North Valley Baptist Church in Santa 

Clara, California in my district. I 
thank him for his words of wisdom and 
comfort, and for joining us to deliver 
the opening prayer in the House today. 

Pastor Trieber has been a source of 
strength and guidance for my constitu-
ents for more than four decades. He is 
a personal friend and counselor and 
source of strength to me. He and his 
wife, Cindie, have been friends since I 
entered public service, and I appreciate 
that Pastor Trieber accompanied me to 
last year’s annual National Prayer 
Breakfast to join leaders from across 
the country in discussing the impor-
tance of faith to the strength of our 
Nation. 

Under the pastor’s leadership, North 
Valley Baptist Church has grown from 
an assembly of 22 people in 1976, the 
year I was born, to a current average of 
3,000 in attendance each Sunday. He is 
a true patriot. 

He believes in this country, and it is 
a real honor to have had him open our 
House with his prayers. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 further re-
quests for 1-minute speeches on each 
side of the aisle. 
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TAX CUTS ARE WORKING 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

MR. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, it has 
only been 6 months since the new tax 
reform law was put into place, but al-
ready, we are seeing many positive eco-
nomic outcomes. 

Unemployment is at the lowest rate 
in 18 years; Hispanic and African Amer-
ican unemployment has reached a 
record low; over 1 million jobs have 
been created; and there are now more 
job openings than job seekers. Wages 
are increasing, and Americans are see-
ing more money in their wallets. 

On top of that, people are also seeing 
lower utility bills, keeping more of 
their hard-earned money. Small busi-
nesses are increasingly optimistic 
about the economy, reporting higher 
wages for their workers and plans for 
expansion. 

Mr. Speaker, the promising results 
we have seen in such a short time show 
that the tax cuts are working. And this 
is just the beginning. Let’s take these 
results, build on them, and continue to 
better the lives of the American peo-
ple. 

f 

COVERAGE FOR PREEXISTING 
CONDITIONS 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, the Af-
fordable Care Act improved access to 
quality healthcare for millions of 

Americans. One of the most important 
protections in this law is that insur-
ance companies can no longer deny 
people coverage because they have a 
preexisting condition. 

Millions of Americans with arthritis, 
cancer, diabetes, mental illness, and 
other preexisting conditions have bene-
fited from this requirement. And that 
is why it is so disturbing that earlier 
this month the Trump administration 
went to court to argue that insurance 
companies should no longer have to 
cover people with preexisting condi-
tions. 

If they succeed, it will further un-
ravel the Affordable Care Act. It will 
be harder for individuals and small 
businesses to buy health insurance. 
Some experts believe that there will be 
even more Americans without health 
coverage than ever before. This is 
wrong. The President is putting the in-
terests of health insurance companies 
and health insurance company CEOs 
ahead of American consumers. 

Republicans in Congress should be 
demanding that this President stop. 
They should demand that their con-
stituents have access to the best 
healthcare possible, but, instead, they 
are silent in the face of a President 
trying to take away coverage for pre-
existing medical conditions. 

It is wrong. We can do better. 
f 

PRAYERS FOR KATIE ARRINGTON 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, South Carolinians extend sin-
cere thoughts and prayers to State 
Representative Katie Arrington, who 
was injured in a tragic auto accident 
on Friday. We are grateful to learn 
that Katie will make a full recovery. 

On June 12, Katie achieved the Re-
publican nomination for Congress for 
the historic First District of South 
Carolina. When successful in Novem-
ber, she will be the first Republican 
Federal elected official in the history 
of South Carolina, in the tradition of 
Ambassador Nikki Haley who was 
South Carolina’s first female Governor 
in 340 years. 

Also, yesterday, Republicans nomi-
nated Pamela Evette to be the first fe-
male Republican Lieutenant Governor 
ever, and Lexington Republicans se-
lected Paula Rawl Calhoon for the 
South Carolina State House. 

Katie served as an executive with 
military defense contracts, ensuring 
servicemembers will have the tools 
necessary to succeed. She is on the 
board of many organizations, including 
Women In Defense, Charleston Defense 
Contractors Association, and South 
Carolina Cyber. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Congratulations on yesterday’s pri-
mary victories by Governor Henry 
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