H5752

private clients, local municipalities,
counties, and State government, and
even played a larger role in the sur-
veying and construction of two of my
alma maters, the University of
Miami—go ’Canes—and Florida Inter-
national University—go Panthers. The
list goes on and on.

Most importantly, its engineering
surveyors, planners, and staff uni-
formly promote the company’s core
values of integrity, honor, and leader-
ship in their work and, to this day,
still continue the commitment and the
tradition of its founders.

So congratulations to Biscayne Engi-
neering on its 120th anniversary. I am
always glad to celebrate anything that
is older than I.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF MAJOR
GENERAL GEORGE W. KEEFE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a proud servant of the
people and Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts, Major General George W.
Keefe, who passed away last Thursday,
June 21.

He will be laid to rest tomorrow,
June 28, in Northampton, Massachu-
setts, surrounded by his family,
friends, fellow officers, and the men
and women who served with him
throughout his 49-year career in mili-
tary service.

Major General George W. Keefe was
born in 1939 in Northampton. He at-
tended public schools in Northampton
and graduated from Northampton High
School in 1956. He received his associ-
ate’s degree from Holyoke Community
College in 1966.

He enlisted in the Massachusetts Air
National Guard’s 104th Tactical Fight-
er Group in 1956 as a crash fire rescue
specialist, attaining the rank of master
sergeant before he was selected for a
commission as an officer and first lieu-
tenant.

He served as a squadron group and
vice wing commander at the 104th Tac-
tical Fighter Group before being se-
lected to serve at the Massachusetts
National Guard Joint Force Head-
quarters. He was the last member to
serve in uniform of the Massachusetts
Air National Guard that was federally
activated and deployed from October
1961 to September 1962 in Phalsbourg,
France, for Operation Stair Step, the
U.S. military’s response to the Berlin
crisis.

George was also enshrined in the U.S.
Air Force’s Enlisted Heritage Hall at
Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama as
one of the few general officers who rose
from the rank of airman basic to major
general.

He was selected and appointed as the
39th adjutant general of Massachusetts
in 1999 by Governor Paul Cellucci. With
this appointment, he became the first
U.S. Air Force officer to serve as a
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Massachusetts adjutant general since
1778. That is a long time, even by Mas-
sachusetts reckoning.

He continued to serve under Lieuten-
ant Governor and then acting Governor
Jane Swift, and Governor Mitt Romney
reappointed George to a second term as
adjutant general, a position he held
until retiring in 2005 after 49 years of
military service.

Among one of the bigger moments in
his job as adjutant general was Sep-
tember 11, 2001, when he had to acti-
vate the Massachusetts National Guard
to respond to the terror attacks on
New York City that involved two jet-
liners that had flown out of Logan
International Airport in Boston.

I first met Major General Keefe at
the start of my second term in office. I
had just won my first reelection cam-
paign and he had just been appointed
adjutant general of Massachusetts Na-
tional Guard. I respected the experi-
ence and long view that he brought to
his position, and he was very helpful to
me then and over the next 6 years in
understanding the priorities of the
Massachusetts National Guard and in-
troducing me to the soldiers, airmen,
and uniformed men and women who
serve in the Massachusetts Guard and
Reserve as well as their families.

I appreciated his Irish sense of
humor, and I admired and respected his
dedication and service to our country,
the Commonwealth, and, most impor-
tantly, to the many servicemembers of
the Massachusetts National Guard.

Like so many in Massachusetts, his
little piece of heaven was his house on
Cape Cod where he watched his sons
and his grandchildren enjoy the beach,
the waves, fried seafood, and the count-
less whiffle ball and miniature golf
matches.

The eldest of his four sons, Gary W.
Keefe, currently serves as adjutant
general of the Massachusetts Air Na-
tional Guard.

Few lives are as filled with service,
love of friends and family, and so firm-
ly rooted in Massachusetts as that of
former Major General George W. Keefe.
He made a big difference in the lives of
s0 many people and in the life and his-
tory of our Nation.

Major General George W. Keefe was
not only a great man but, more impor-
tantly, a very, very good man. He will
be missed, and we salute him as we say
farewell and Godspeed.

——
PROTECT AMERICA’S BAKERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. GOTTHEIMER) for 5
minutes.

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to stand up for New Jersey
jobs and New Jersey workers who are
the best in the world. In Fair Lawn,
New Jersey, the men and women at
Mondelez bake top-quality products
like Oreos, Teddy Grahams, Ritz
Crackers, Chips Ahoy, and Barnum’s
Animal Crackers.
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Mr. Speaker, Americans who enjoy
Oreos or animal crackers would be
proud to know that these delicious
cookies and crackers are produced
right here in America. However, 1 be-
lieve they would be shocked to hear
about some of the recent practices of
the company that threaten these em-
ployees’ retirement and will outsource
their U.S. production jobs to Mexico,
an issue that Democrats and Repub-
licans alike are rightly sounding the
alarm about.

In the past month, Mondelez an-
nounced its intention to withdraw from
its employees’ retirement plan that the
company participated in for 60 years,
setting the stage for a retirement ca-
tastrophe that could impact more than
100,000 American workers.

The men and women I represent have
worked hard and played by the rules
their whole lives, responsibly planning
for their retirements, taking care of
their families, doing what they need to
do. Mondelez can’t just change the
rules mid-game as people prepare for
their retirements.

Mr. Speaker, America’s seniors de-
serve security when they retire, and
our workers deserve nothing but the
best. Destroying retirement income,
shipping jobs overseas to low-wage
countries, and eroding the middle class

sets us on a dangerous and
unsustainable path.
I stand with the Bakery, Confec-

tionary, Tobacco Workers & Grain Mil-
lers Local 719 in Fair Lawn and Amer-
ica’s jobs. And I hope that Mondelez
can sit down at the table and find a
way to keep their commitments to New
Jersey workers while continuing to
make a great product in the United
States of America and in New Jersey in
the district that I represent.

———

HONORING THE CAREER OF ARMY
CORPS COLONEL JOHN P. LLOYD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize
the service of Colonel John P. Lloyd,
commander of the Pittsburgh District
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Colonel Lloyd assumed command of
the Pittsburgh District on July 29, 2016.
As the commander, he is responsible
for carrying out the district’s mission
within the Ohio River basin, which in-
cludes more than 328 miles of navigable
waterways on the Allegheny River,
Monongahela River, and upper Ohio
River.

The Pittsburgh District’s 26,000
square miles include portions of west-
ern Pennsylvania, northeastern West
Virginia, eastern Ohio, western Mary-
land, and southwestern New York.
Colonel Lloyd oversees 23 navigation
locks and dams, 16 multipurpose flood
damage reduction reservoirs, 80 local
flood damage reduction projects, and
other projects to protect and enhance
water resources.
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Mr. Speaker, I had the pleasure of
getting to know Colonel Lloyd during
his tenure as commander of the Pitts-
burgh District, and he is a true public
servant. He oversaw the Task Force
Power Restoration effort in Puerto
Rico after Hurricanes Irma and Maria
tore through in 2017. He mobilized and
deployed a specialized team of Army
Corps personnel to rebuild the island’s
electrical system of power generation,
transmission, and distribution.

Colonel Lloyd’s team worked with
FEMA, the Department of Energy, the
power industry, Puerto Rico Electric
Power Authority, and other stake-
holders to restore more than 85 percent
of Puerto Rico’s prestorm power grid
within 5 months. He displayed truly re-
markable leadership.

Colonel Lloyd also took the time to
travel to my district to meet with the
Punxsutawney Borough Council to dis-
cuss modifications for its levees.

His expertise is second to none, and
we have been fortunate enough to have
Colonel Lloyd at the helm in the Pitts-
burgh District.

Prior to his assignment in Pitts-
burgh, Colonel Lloyd served in a vari-
ety of engineer command and leader-
ship positions, including battalion
commander of the 19th Engineer Bat-
talion at Fort Knox, Kentucky. Before
that, he served as the Army fellow as-
signed to the Asia-Pacific Center for
Security Studies in Honolulu, Hawaii.
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Colonel Lloyd is a man with numer-
ous military awards and decorations,
and the accolades surely do match his
commitment and dedication to his job.

I wish Colonel Lloyd the best as he
departs the Pittsburgh District for his
next assignment. He has done an out-
standing job for the citizens of north-
western Pennsylvania, and it has been
an honor and a privilege to get to know
this fine individual over the past 2
years.

——————

NATIONAL ORCA PROTECTION
MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Washington (Mr. HECK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HECK. Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks ago
we reached another troublesome mile-
stone for Puget Sound’s magnificent,
but endangered, orca population.

We lost yet another southern resi-
dent orca, this time a 23-year-old male
known as 1,-92. This is the third death
just in the past year, and the sixth in
the past 2 years.

There are now just 75 southern resi-
dent orcas left, the lowest number in 34
years. In fact, that is 13 fewer whales
than when the population was initially
listed in 2005 under the Endangered
Species Act.

I am sad about this loss and frus-
trated about this loss. Indeed, I am be-
yond frustrated. I am beyond frus-
trated because we know what needs to
be done to save this iconic species in
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the Pacific Northwest. But, quite
frankly, the Federal Government isn’t
living up to its partnership responsi-
bility.

Back home in Washington State, the
State government and local partners
are stepping up. Governor Inslee earlier
this year created the Southern Resi-
dent Orca Task Force, and he charged
two terrific public servants, my
friends, Stephanie Solien and Les
Purce, with leading it. But these part-
ners can’t do it alone; nor should they.

We all have to fully invest in the
Puget Sound in orca recovery pro-
grams. Mr. Speaker, I remind you
Puget Sound is the largest estuary in
the United States of America.

The good news is we know where our
efforts need to go. Eighty percent of
the southern resident orcas’ diet is Chi-
nook salmon, and these salmon popu-
lations are in just as much danger of
extinction as our orcas. Most of those
salmon are gone. They are being eaten
by sea lions and seals; and where they
swim in Puget Sound it is simply too
polluted.

The pollution killing them is from
storm water runoff—toxic metals,
chemicals, and oils. It kills literally in
a matter of hours, and we have the film
to prove it. Storm water runoff re-
mains the largest source of pollution in
Puget Sound, and we cannot save our
beloved orcas and our salmon if we do
not stop that. Period.

So we will fight for funding to tackle
these problems. But I also believe we
have to raise awareness. That is why
last week I introduced H. Res. 959,
which would designate June 2018 as Na-
tional Orca Protection Month. In
Washington State, we gather every
June to celebrate our southern resident
orcas. We join Native American Tribes
who have always recognized and hon-
ored the spiritual and cultural signifi-
cance of that which they call the
Blackfish.

But as the orca population has de-
clined, these celebrations have turned
into calls for action. National Orca
Protection Month serves as a reminder
of work that requires a year-round
focus. It is vital that the Federal Gov-
ernment play its vital partnership role.

So, Mr. Speaker, I ask Members to
please support this resolution to des-
ignate National Orca Protection
Month. Let’s give our Federal agencies
the resources they need to prevent the
extinction of this beautiful and mag-
nificent species and ensure that orcas
survive for generations yet to come.

———

PREVENTING INTERNATIONAL
PARENTAL CHILD ABDUCTIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Mrs. MIMI WALTERS) for 5
minutes.

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to share the
heartbreaking story of an Orange
County father named Randy Collins.
On March 3, 2003, Randy and his wife
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welcomed their son, Keisuke, to the
world.

Following their divorce, Randy be-
came concerned that his ex-wife would
flee with their son to her home coun-
try, Japan. The California court sys-
tem agreed and granted a temporary
retraining order on foreign travel for
their son. Unfortunately, this did not
prevent the abduction from taking
place.

I first met Randy during my time in
the California State Senate when we
worked together on legislation to pre-
vent future international parental
child abductions. I am proud the bill,
named Keisuke’s Law in honor of
Randy’s son, passed the State legisla-
ture unanimously and was signed into
law on September 7, 2012.

This month marks 12 years since
Randy, a loving and devoted father,
last saw his son. Japan continues to
have one of the worst records in re-
turning abducted children like Keisuke
to the United States.

Mr. Speaker, as the mother of four, I
can only imagine the pain that Randy
must feel missing each passing mile-
stone of his son’s life. This is a grave
injustice, and I will continue to sup-
port Randy and all families whose chil-
dren have been wrongfully abducted.

REMEMBERING DUNCAN GIGERICH

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in memory of
Duncan Gigerich whose life was trag-
ically cut short on June 9, 2018.

Duncan was only 19 years old at the
time he passed away, yet he dem-
onstrated maturity well beyond his
years. As a high school football player,
Duncan demonstrated leadership skills
both on and off the field. Duncan just
returned from a semester abroad in
New Zealand where he studied the
country’s natural history and culture
while learning invaluable outdoor lead-
ership and survival skills. He was un-
doubtedly full of life and eager to em-
bark on each new adventure before
him.

Mr. Speaker, I offer my sincerest
condolences to the Gigerich and Dirk
families and to all those who were for-
tunate enough to know Duncan. His
memory will live on through the many
friends, family, and places that experi-
enced Duncan’s loving spirit and im-
mense appreciation for the outdoors.

May he rest in peace.

CONGRATULATING DEPUTY CHIEF GARAVEN ON

HIS RETIREMENT

Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor of
Paul Garaven on his retirement from
the Tustin Police Department.

Deputy Chief Garaven has served
over 30 years at the Tustin Police De-
partment beginning in 1987 as a part-
time volunteer reservist. Since then,
he has held numerous positions within
the department, including time spent
undercover with the special investiga-
tions unit.

No matter the title Deputy Chief
Garaven held, he devoted every day of
his career to making the city of Tustin
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