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For the past 8 years, Penny has been
an integral member of my team that
serves the 17th Congressional District
of Texas. She was one of the first three
hires I made when I assumed office in
2011.

Since then, she worked in our Waco
office as our office manager and our
caseworker. She loved her job, and she
especially loved being able to serve
others.

Penny was also in charge of handling
the Military Service Academy nomina-
tions for our office. Each year, she
would compile all of the applications
and coordinate with our service acad-
emy board to interview applicants. She
took great pride in being able to help
young men and women get accepted
into our Nation’s service academies.

In addition to her official duties, she
also served as the matriarch of our
Waco office team. She befriended and
mentored everyone with whom she
worked. She especially enjoyed work-
ing with all of our interns, and she
would advise them during their time in
our office.

There is no doubt that some of the
wisdom that she shared with them has
helped shape their lives and their ca-
reers.

Penny was an exceptional and de-
voted person who will be greatly
missed by all those lives she touched.

The thing that I know that she loved
more than serving others was loving
her husband, Jerry, and her children.
For as long as I can remember, Jerry
and Penny would have lunch together
every day in our office. They truly en-
joyed each other’s company. Their love
and dedication to each other was re-
markable and something to be modeled
by all of us.

A little over a year ago, we buried
my father-in-law. During the graveside
service, the pastor said something that
I will always remember. He said, When
we leave this Earth, we should all as-
pire to leave behind three things: a
good name, a good family, and a for-
warding address.

Penny Forrest left behind all three of
those things, and in particular, she left
a forwarding address. Because of her
Christian faith and her belief in Jesus
Christ as her Lord and savior, she is
celebrating with him in heaven. Her ac-
tions serve as a great example for all of
us here still on Earth.

She and Jerry loved to go on cruises,
and she is on the ultimate cruise right
now.

Madam Speaker, Penny’s life was de-
fined by her selfless service to those
around her. She worked tirelessly to
better our community. She has cer-
tainly left an enduring impression on
her central Texas community and the
17th Congressional District.

She will be forever remembered as a
selfless servant, a wife, a mother, a
grandmother, and a dear friend.

My wife, Gina, and I, along with the
entire Texas 17 Congressional Team,
offer our deepest and heartfelt condo-
lences to the Forrest family.
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We also lift up the family and friends
of Penny in our prayers.

I have requested that a United States
flag be flown over the Capitol to honor
the life and legacy of Penny Forrest.

As I close today, I urge all Americans
to continue praying for our country,
for our military men and women who
serve us, and for our first responders
who keep us safe at home.

———

RECOGNIZING ALZHEIMER’S
AWARENESS MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. LANCE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LANCE. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor Alzheimer’s Awareness
Month.

Every June, this Nation is reminded
of the great public health challenge of
Alzheimer’s, and we redouble our ef-
forts to combat this terrible disease.

The numbers are sobering. The lives
lost to this grave illness have increased
123 percent over the last decade. Many
families have lost loved ones, and
many more struggle with family or
friends who fight this awful disease.

The work of loved ones to provide
high-quality healthcare and comfort is
extraordinary. Advocates on the front
lines deserve our deepest gratitude, and
they include Jeanee Castilles of
Lambertville, New Jersey, and Dali
Serrano of Wharton, New Jersey, in the
district I serve, who work every day in
the cause of research, of treatment,
and of support.

There is new hope, thanks to the
work of people like Jeanee and Dali
and those of us who serve in Congress.
Together, we are committed to more
research funds and knocking down bar-
riers to 21st century innovation.

Together, during this awareness
month, and, indeed, throughout the en-
tire year, we must continue to raise
our voices about Alzheimer’s and en-
sure that the fight to find a cure is a
national priority of the highest order.

It will take a united effort across
this great country, and I believe that
we are up to the task.

——

ISSUES OF SEGREGATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 6 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Madam
Speaker, I rise because I love my coun-
try, and I have great concern for where
it is headed.

I am very much concerned, Madam
Speaker, because I have seen, and the
multitudes have seen, photographs of
children who have been separated from
their parents.

I have here one such display; a child
who is separated from a parent, a child
that is distraught. And my concern
emanates from the notion that if you
can tolerate this, if you can look at
this, and if you have the power to do
something about it and you won’t, if
your heart is so hardened that you can
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look at this picture of this baby and
conclude that this is just a part of a
process, then that says to me I should
be concerned about the direction of my
country.

We have come a long way in my life-
time. I had to drink from colored water
fountains. I had to sit in the back of
the bus. I had to go to segregated
schools. I know what segregation looks
like. I know what it smells like. I have
had to go to these filthy colored rest-
rooms. I know what it sounds like. I
was called the ugly names. I know
what it hurts like when you have peo-
ple who would chase you just because
of who you are.

So we have come a long way, and
that concerns me because I am not sure
where this says we are going.

But I do know this: I don’t want to
see us go back to that dark past be-
cause, Madam Speaker, for those who
don’t know, here is what it looks like.
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This is a picture from Little Rock,
Arkansas. This is a picture of a child
merely attempting to go to school,
committing no crime. This is a picture
of what hate looks like.

Children ought not be subjected to
this level of hate and vitriol. This is a
past that I don’t want to revisit.

For this young lady and others to get
into this high school—that was being
paid for with their tax dollars, I might
add—President Eisenhower had to send
in the 101st Airborne Division of the
Army. It took the Army to integrate
Central High.

It is an unpleasant thing to have to
endure and to have to visit, but for
some of us, it is about more than just
a process. For some of us, it is about a
way of life that we endured and that we
suffered. For some of us who have felt
the sting of discrimination, this is a
painful thing to see.

For those who would say: ‘“Well, we
will never go back there. You will
never see that again,” well, I never
thought I would see a day when a
President of the United States would
ban people from the country who hap-
pen to be of a certain religion. I never
thought I would see a day when a
President of the United States would
say: ‘‘There were some nice people”
among the bigots, the xenophobes, the
White nationalists, and the Klansmen
in Charlottesville. I never thought I
would see that come from the Presi-
dency, from the President of the
United States, not in my lifetime.

So to those who say: “Worry not. We
won’t go back,” I say: We should be
warned, and we should not allow our-
selves to be deceived.

————
PARK AND RECREATION MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, recently, I introduced
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a resolution with Congresswoman NIKI
TSONGAS to designate July as Park and
Recreation Month. It is a fitting time
to celebrate our Federal, State, and
local public parks and recreation sys-
tems because so many Americans will
visit them this summer.

H. Res. 941 recognizes the important
role that public parks, recreation fa-
cilities, and activities play in the lives
of Americans, and the contributions of
employees and volunteers who work
daily to maintain our public parks and
recreation facilities across the Nation.

As a lifelong resident of rural Penn-
sylvania and an avid outdoorsman, I
strongly support our Nation’s park and
recreation facilities. Our parks provide
countless recreational and educational
opportunities for individuals and fami-
lies to engage in the outdoors.

This resolution simply recognizes
and supports Park and Recreation
Month and the many benefits that our
parks provide to all Americans. Our
parks generate opportunities for people
to come together and experience a
sense of community. They pay divi-
dends to communities by attracting
businesses and jobs, and increasing
housing values. In the United States,
public park operations and capital
spending generate nearly $140 million
in economic activity annually.

Ninety percent of people in the
United States agree that public park
recreation facilities and activities are
important government services, a fig-
ure that displays a base of support that
spans across all people in the country
regardless of race, income, gender, or
political party affiliation. Nearly 75
percent of Americans agree that it is
important to ensure that all members
of their community have equitable ac-
cess to public parks and recreation fa-
cilities.

The most economically sound com-
munities are those with ample and
healthy public park and recreation fa-
cilities and activities. In fact, a key
factor in business expansion and loca-
tion decisions is the quality of life for
employees, with a premium placed on
adequate and accessible public parks
and open space.

Madam Speaker, public parks and
recreation facilities foster a variety of
activities that contribute to a
healthier society. People who use pub-
lic parks and open space are three
times more likely to achieve rec-
ommended levels of physical activity
than nonusers.

Americans living within a 10-minute
walk of a park have a higher level of
physical activity and lower rates of
obesity. Recreation programs in public
parks provide children with a safe
place to play, access to healthy foods,
opportunities to be physically active,
and enrichment facilities that help pre-
vent at-risk behavior, such as drug use
and gang involvement.

As schools recess for summer break,
scores of Americans will visit public
parks and recreation facilities to spend
time outdoors with family, friends, and
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neighbors. We are blessed with beau-
tiful outdoor facilities.

It is my hope that all Americans get
out and enjoy the parks in their areas.

They are tremendous community
treasures.
——
ZERO TOLERANCE EQUALS ZERO
HUMANITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. POCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. POCAN. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to talk about a trip I did on Sun-
day to the United States southern bor-
der in Texas to visit the processing
centers and detention facilities that we
are using to enforce the zero-tolerance
policy that the President has put forth,
the zero-tolerance policy that appar-
ently means zero humanity.

It is a policy that is cruel, inhumane,
and un-American, and I want to share
my firsthand observations with the
American people about this.

First of all, it is a cruel policy. We
are separating mothers and fathers,
parents from their children, brothers
from their sisters, across the border as
people come into the United States.

I can tell you that when children are
taken away from their parents, some-
times they are told a lie of why. Some-
times they are just taken away. There
are no questions asked of the parents
about the children: Do they have an al-
lergy? Have they ever been abused? Do
they have any diseases? The basic ques-
tions that you would ask, if you didn’t
have a cruel policy, aren’t asked. So
you are essentially separating the par-
ents from their children without any
information whatsoever.

I talked to mothers at the ICE deten-
tion facility, and we asked about the
situations, if they knew where their
children were. One woman pulled out a
little slip of paper that said where her
children were, as if she knows New
York, as if the other mothers knew
Florida. It is not like the children are
held in the next room, in the next
building, in the next city, but they are
being held several States away.

One woman told us that she was told
that her children would be put up for
adoption. Another woman told us that
she would be released and eventually
her 9-year-old daughter held by herself
in New York would be released.

The policy is inhumane. People are
being held in cages. And anyone who
wants to contest that, come to my
backyard and I will show you the dog
run in my backyard that is made of the
same material and the same construc-
tion, only with shorter walls than the
cages that we are holding people in, in
the processing center.

There are no pillows. You have a
mat. There are no toys for children.
Then I visited the Walmart Super-
center where we have 1,500 10- to 17-
year-old boys held in a Walmart Super-
center where the sleeping space is 6 by
10. Even though it is a little larger
room with six or eight beds, it is a 6 by
10 allocation.
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I have done work with supermax pris-
ons when I was in the State legislature.
A supermax prison cell is 8 by 12. That
is 40 percent less than a supermax pris-
on cell. You get outside 2 hours a day.
In a supermax prison, you get out
about an hour a day. This is wrong.

Parents don’t often know the status
of how their children are doing. When
we were set up to interview one
woman, she hadn’t even seen her 13-
year-old daughter in 2 days. This is un-
American.

We are taking the points of entry
that are legal points of entry, and we
are making it impossible to get into
the United States. So what happens is
you either go back into Mexico where
you can get kidnapped by a cartel and
extorted for money from relatives in
the U.S., or if you don’t want to get
kidnapped, you cross illegally across
the river, and then you get detained
under the zero-tolerance policy. And
that is why we have this situation.

But the bottom line is, Donald
Trump did not do anything, nor did
this Congress, to actually fix the situa-
tion. Donald Trump finally caved to
enormous public pressure, saying he
will no longer separate children and
parents, but he won’t fix the 2,300 chil-
dren who are currently separated at
all. That is not in the executive order.

We don’t have the facilities to deal
with this. Again, because of this policy
change, in 6 weeks, the population of
the detention center at Walmart,
which I refer to as the supermax pris-
on, went from 500 to 1,500 in 6 weeks.
You can’t make that process work.

Everything I saw shows the President
did this without any thought, and be-
cause no thought was put into it, peo-
ple are treated thoughtlessly through
the process.

Ultimately, the President did this for
one reason: he wants to force Congress
to put up an unneeded and unnecessary
wall at the border, and he will do any-
thing and use anyone to get what he
wants.

This Congress today has a couple of
bills up that will not deal with this
issue. We need to act. This is a cruel,
inhumane, un-American policy.

This is a Trump policy, and if we
don’t act, we are also complicit in the
horrors that are happening.

———

RECOGNIZING CONWELL-EGAN
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to recognize a high school
in our community that has dem-
onstrated its commitment to safe-driv-
ing practices.

Conwell-Egan Catholic High School,
my alma mater, recently won the 11th
Annual Bucks County High School
Seatbelt Safety Challenge. Of 19 par-
ticipating schools, Conwell-Egan had
the highest percentage of students who
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