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OPIOID CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Colorado (Mr. TIPTON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, with the 
opioid and heroin crisis, the American 
people are currently facing one of the 
worst drug epidemics in our Nation’s 
history. My State of Colorado is cer-
tainly not immune. 

In my travels throughout the Third 
Congressional District, from Pueblo to 
Moffat County, up and down the west 
slope, through the San Luis Valley, I 
hear of more lives lost with each pass-
ing year. Opioid addiction knows no 
bounds, and even the most innocent 
have been affected. 

This last year, when I toured 
Parkview Medical Center in Pueblo, 
Colorado, and visited the unit that 
treats babies who are born with neo-
natal abstinence syndrome, which 
means that they were exposed to opi-
ates before they were born and suffer 
withdrawal at the moment of birth, 
you see a truly heartbreaking situa-
tion. To see the most vulnerable suf-
fering from withdrawal symptoms is 
something that touches the heart of 
every American. But it also served as a 
reminder that we must be more aggres-
sive and more inventive in our efforts 
to be able to end this epidemic. 

Opioid abuse is multifaceted, and 
there is not just one solution that will 
solve this problem. That is why I have 
held more than 30 opioid roundtables in 
various communities throughout my 
district, to be able to hear from 
healthcare providers, law enforcement 
officers, and first responders on the 
front lines of the fight against addic-
tion; to learn how the Federal Govern-
ment can play a better role in sup-
porting those efforts. 

In these roundtables, I have learned 
that opioid abuse often begins in the 
last place that you would expect it to: 
the doctor’s office or a hospital emer-
gency room. For example, a person who 
sprained their ankle while skiing may 
go to their doctor to be receiving pain 
medication for their injury. This medi-
cation may provide relief from the 
pain, but it can also provide an intense 
sense of euphoria. From there, there is 
the possibility that an addiction is 
born. 

According to the National Institute 
on Drug Abuse, of those who began 
using opioids in the 2000s, a whopping 
75 percent reported that their first 
opioid was a prescription drug. 

Colorado has the 12th highest rate of 
abuse of prescription opioids across the 
Nation. In response to the rising num-
ber of Coloradans becoming addicted 
through prescribed opioids, the Colo-
rado Hospital Association launched a 
pilot program in 10 hospital emergency 
departments across the State with the 
goal of reducing prescribed opioids by 
15 percent. This program was so suc-
cessful that it actually achieved a 36 
percent reduction. 

I am glad that, this week, the House 
passed a series of more than 20 bills in 
a bipartisan effort to curb opioid addic-
tion. Included in this series was the bill 
I was proud to help introduce called 
the Alternatives to Opioids in the 
Emergency Department Act. This bill 
would allow programs similar to the 
one in Colorado to be tested in hospital 
emergency departments across the Na-
tion, helping to ensure that people who 
do not need opioids are never exposed 
to them in the first place. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand here proud of 
the collective work accomplished in 
the House this week, but recognizing 
that this crisis will not be solved over-
night, and we still have a long road 
ahead. It is not an issue that is going 
to be solved solely by the Federal Gov-
ernment. It is going to take a collabo-
rative effort with our States, our local 
governments, and our families as well 
in addressing this problem. 

We must continue to work together 
to end the stigma surrounding opioid 
abuse and find innovative solutions 
that will end this crisis for good. 

f 

SARA THOMPSON—PEACE CORPS 
VOLUNTEER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
America’s Peace Corps and those vol-
unteers are our angels abroad. They 
represent the very best in America. 
Here with us today in the gallery, we 
have one of those brave volunteers, Ms. 
Sara Thompson. 

Since she was a little girl, Sara 
dreamed of helping rural communities 
in Africa. When she grew up, the Peace 
Corps gave her that perfect oppor-
tunity. She served in Burkina Faso, 
where she worked to keep girls in 
school. 

Unfortunately, her dream turned into 
a tragedy when the Peace Corps pre-
scribed medication called mefloquine 
to protect her from malaria. During 
her service, she began to have horrific 
nightmares and struggled with mental 
health. 

When she turned to the Peace Corps 
for help, the medical officer excused 
her symptoms as simply ‘‘not adjusting 
well.’’ One night, Sara woke up dizzy, 
nauseous, and threw up the entire 
night, so she went to the doctor, and 
the doctor told her it was an ear infec-
tion. 

Months later still, Sara struggled 
with nausea and nightmares. And with 
no support from the Peace Corps, she 
took matters into her own hands and 
started to research those medical prob-
lems. It was then that she realized the 
malaria medicine the Peace Corps had 
given her was making her sick. 

As it turns out, mefloquine’s side ef-
fects are so terrible, Special Operation 
Forces in the Army won’t even take 
that medication. Sara was never 
warned about these horrific side effects 
by the Peace Corps, and the doctors in 

her post country didn’t seem to recog-
nize the symptoms either. 

Our Peace Corps volunteers deserve 
better. They deserve better care than 
this, but, unfortunately, I have heard 
too many stories like Sara’s about 
Peace Corps volunteers. Young, enthu-
siastic volunteers eager to make a dif-
ference in the world are let down by 
the organization that they once held in 
such high esteem. 

Peace Corps volunteers selflessly sac-
rifice years of their lives to help people 
that they have never even met, often in 
some of the most desolate, dangerous 
places on the globe. 

Their service to our country should 
not turn into a nightmare that ruins or 
even ends their lives because we don’t 
take care of them. Small, common-
sense changes could make a big dif-
ference in protecting our Peace Corps 
volunteers abroad and when they get 
home. 

That is why Representative KENNEDY 
and I introduced the Sam Farr and 
Nick Castle Peace Corps Reform Act. 
This bill has passed our Committee on 
Foreign Affairs and takes important 
first steps for our angels abroad. It 
betters medical care for volunteers in 
the country, improves training on the 
side effects of malaria medications, 
and allows the Peace Corps to better 
prescribe other types of malaria medi-
cation. 

In addition, this bill better protects 
our volunteers from sexual assault and 
harassment when they are in foreign 
countries. When they return, it extends 
their health coverage, so they can get 
the care they need rather than stop 
taking care of them, as has happened 
in the past. 

There is still more that needs to be 
done to ensure the safety and security 
of those wonderful volunteers. They de-
serve to be protected by the United 
States and our law when we send them 
to far reaches of the world. When they 
return from service with injuries and 
sickness, volunteers should be able to 
make ends meet with the disability 
payment that they receive, which is 
not the case now. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope to see these pro-
visions in law some day, but until then, 
the Sam Farr and Nick Castle Peace 
Corps Reform Act makes critical im-
provements for our volunteers. It is es-
sential to see it become law. 

Peace Corps volunteers like Sara are 
the face of our country in places where 
America’s shining beacon of hope and 
liberty to other people may not always 
shine so bright without Peace Corps 
volunteers. These individuals promote 
goodwill, a better understanding of the 
United States, and this helps us secure 
enduring partnerships with these na-
tions. 

It also does good in the country that 
they are in. They change lives every 
day in local communities that they 
serve, and they do this many times 
when they are alone. We must ensure 
we are doing all we can to minimize 
unnecessary dangers for our Peace 
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Corps volunteers, both at home and 
abroad. 

The Sam Farr and Nick Castle Peace 
Corps Reform Act is a crucial first 
step, and I urge leadership to bring this 
bill to a vote soon. 

As a former judge, I can tell you that 
it is our duty to do everything within 
our power to protect these angels 
abroad. These goodwill ambassadors 
like Sara Thompson are some of Amer-
ica’s best, and America must take care 
of them when they serve overseas, 
when they are helping people overseas, 
and when they return home to America 
from being overseas. 

And that is just the way it is. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair would remind Members that the 
rules do not allow references to persons 
in the gallery. 

f 

THREAT TO JESUITS IN 
NICARAGUA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. VARGAS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. VARGAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to raise awareness of a very seri-
ous threat against a member of the So-
ciety of Jesus in Nicaragua by reading 
in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a dec-
laration from the Jesuits West Prov-
ince of the Society of Jesus. 

It is a letter written by Father Scott 
Santarosa, father provincial of the So-
ciety of Jesus for the West Province, 
and it reads like this: 

‘‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of God.’’—Matthew 
5:9. 

As many of you know, Nicaragua is cur-
rently experiencing a serious and increasing 
political crisis. The people who demand de-
mocracy, freedom, and justice are firmly 
committed to seeking a peaceful solution. 
There are already more than 153 Nicaraguans 
who have lost their lives in just over a 
month of struggling toward such a resolu-
tion. 

The Society of Jesus, present in Nicaragua 
since 1916, has joined the people in this com-
mitment. Our human, ethical, and Christian 
conviction requires us to share support and 
defend a peaceful solution to the conflict. 

We still have time to avoid more polariza-
tion, more bloodshed, and more pain. Honest 
dialogue and serious negotiation are vital in 
order to achieve it, for whoever wants peace 
does not assault, persecute, mistreat, or in-
timidate. 

We have been informed by a reliable source 
that the life of Father Jose Alberto Idiaquez, 
S.J., rector of the Central American Univer-
sity, the UCA of Nicaragua, is in serious dan-
ger. 

Father Idiaquez has been threatened for 
participating in the National Dialogue con-
vened by the Bishops’ Conference, for stand-
ing alongside the students, for defending the 
human rights of those who are demanding re-
spect for their constitutional rights, for 
making continuous calls to the Nicaraguan 
Government to give concrete signs that they 
too seek justice and democracy, and for in-
volving the university in the efforts of the 
Nicaraguan people. 

Father general of the Society of Jesus, Fa-
ther Arturo Sosa, S.J., resident in Rome, has 
been informed of this threat. With his sup-
port and on behalf of all of the Jesuits and 

committed lay collaborators in Jesuits West, 
we stand with the Jesuits of Central America 
and all of the lay people that make up the 40 
Jesuit institutions that serve the people of 
Central America. 

We join Father Rolando Alvarado, S.J., 
provincial of Central American Province, in 
holding the Nicaraguan Government respon-
sible for any aggression or attack that may 
be suffered by Father Jose Alberto Idiaquez, 
S.J. 

I call on the national and international 
human rights organizations, the Organiza-
tion of American States, the U.N., the Euro-
pean Parliament, and all Jesuit universities 
of the world, the different churches, the U.S. 
Government, and all of those committed to 
basic human dignity, to strongly support the 
peaceful negotiations of a solution to the 
tragic situation that the country is experi-
encing and demand respect for the physical 
safety of all Nicaraguans who, like Father 
Idiaquez, S.J., and the Bishop’ Conference 
students, and other members of the civil so-
ciety who are participating in the National 
Dialogue, are working for a lasting peace 
that is borne from justice. 

It is signed by Father Scott 
Santarosa, S.J. He is, again, the pro-
vincial of the western province. 

As many of you will recall, back in 
1989, a very similar threat was made 
against Father Ignacio Ellacuria of the 
UCA of El Salvador. Unfortunately, 
that threat ended in the death of Fa-
ther Ellacuria, along with five other 
Jesuits at the UCA, the Central Amer-
ican University, as well as two lay peo-
ple. 

I think this is a very serious threat 
that our country has to take a look at 
and demand that steps be taken to pro-
tect the life of all Nicaraguans, and 
particularly the students and the rec-
tor of the Central American Univer-
sity, the Jesuit institution there. 

f 

ADDRESSING THE OPIOID CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
West Virginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. 
Speaker, the opioid crisis touches near-
ly every family in West Virginia, with 
too many lives lost to the disease of 
addiction. It is an issue I hear about 
every day. 

As the opioid epidemic forces in-
creasing numbers of children into fos-
ter care, we see more and more grand-
parents being left to raise their grand-
children. These grandparents face the 
task of caring for young children while 
navigating a complex child welfare sys-
tem. 
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Many have little support and are also 
coping even with their adult child’s ad-
diction. 

We must make it easier for grand-
parents who love and care for their 
grandchildren to navigate the system. 
Bills like the Assisting States’ Imple-
mentation of Plans of Safe Care Act 
aim to make it easier for families to 
gain custody of kids who have been re-
moved from their parents’ care due to 
drug abuse. Allowing these family 

members to provide critical emotional 
support and stability to kids who have 
had their worlds turned upside down 
seems like common sense. 

Once in a stable home, support is 
still needed. Many of these grand-
parents never thought they would be 
raising another young child. The Sup-
porting Grandparents Raising Grand-
children Act would provide them with 
information and resources to help them 
meet the needs of the children that 
they are caring for. 

The opioid crisis cannot be solved 
overnight, but we must keep fighting. 
We must enable families to come to-
gether to do what families do best, and 
that is help one another. We need to 
support those who are unexpectedly 
caring for young children and provide 
them with the support they need to 
raise healthy and happy kids. 

f 

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
MUST STOP DISCHARGING TOXIC 
WATER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. MAST) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I have a 
great 5-minute speech prepared here, 
but I am just going to tell you the way 
it is. 

For the last 2 weeks, the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers has been using my 
community as their own personal sep-
tic tank. That is not hyperbole. That is 
the truth. 

Now, it hasn’t just happened this way 
for the last 2 weeks. They just started 
discharging water into my community 
2 weeks ago. This has actually been 
going on for decades where, year after 
year after year, the Corps of Engineers 
decides that it is okay to discharge 
water that they know is toxic into an 
epicenter of human population. 

How do they know this water is 
toxic? Because the Federal Govern-
ment sued the State of Florida at one 
point in history, saying: Listen, we 
don’t want you to send this water down 
south toward the Florida Everglades 
because it is killing the Florida Ever-
glades. It is too toxic for what needs to 
go in there. 

So now the Corps of Engineers sends 
it to people. They send it to the kids 
who are out at fishing camp. They send 
it to the fishermen who are trying to 
pull fish out of the water, and they 
send it to the beaches where, instead, 
they have to put up signs that say: No 
swimming. Don’t touch the water. Haz-
ard to human life. 

What kind of community is this 
where this is sent to? This is a commu-
nity, the treasure coast of Florida. It is 
an area where beautiful waters from 
the Atlantic flow in. They make the 
water crystal clear. It used to be laden 
with sea grass, with sea life, and with 
waterfowl, and now you can find next 
to none of that because the water is no 
longer blue. 

The water no longer has sea grass 
and thriving fish beds in it because the 
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