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thank Chairman BRADY for heeding the 
concerns of those of us from overtaxed 
States like California. 

By allowing greater flexibility in de-
ducting State and local taxes and by 
lowering all tax rates, the final meas-
ure assures that virtually every family 
will be paying lower taxes even though 
losing much of their State and local 
tax deductions. In fact, in my district, 
the average household will see a tax 
cut of $1,900 as a result. 

Yet I still receive many calls from 
constituents who fear their taxes will 
go up and their standard of living will 
go down. They believe this because this 
is what they have been told by the 
Democrats and by the media. 

Now that the bill is in effect, I think 
people are about to see their paychecks 
grow, their job prospects brighten, and 
their family finances improve. Indeed, 
the day that President Trump signed 
the bill, companies across America 
began announcing bonuses, pay raises, 
and major new investment plans in the 
American economy, and those an-
nouncements just keep coming. 

A variety of tax calculators are al-
ready available on the internet so that 
every family can see for themselves 
how they personally benefit from the 
tax cuts. I would recommend a Web 
site called taxplancalculator.com. 
There, people can input their own tax 
figures and see how much their family 
will save. 

In February, withholding tables will 
reflect the newer, lower rates, and the 
take-home pay for the vast majority of 
Americans will jump even before ac-
counting for the surge in wages that al-
ways accompanies an economic expan-
sion. 

By spring, most economists expect a 
significant burst of economic growth. 
As tax barriers come down, capital 
stranded offshore is already coming 
home. This morning, Apple announced 
it is bringing back most of its quarter 
trillion dollars of capital now stuck 
offshore. 

Immediate expensing reforms will ac-
celerate equipment purchases, and an 
internationally competitive corporate 
tax rate will mean new investments in 
making products, once again, in Amer-
ica. 

If The New York Times poll from yes-
terday is any indication, the American 
people are already beginning to see the 
truth. That poll tracked an 18-point 
swing from disapproval to approval of 
the reform in just 1 month. 

The scare-mongering by congres-
sional Democrats went further than 
claims that the tax reform would 
produce only middle class misery and 
economic malaise. They also claimed 
that millions of Americans would lose 
their health insurance because of it. 
How so? Because this bill removes the 
stiff tax penalties that are levied 
against 61⁄2 million American families 
who choose not to purchase overpriced 
ObamaCare policies. It is a minimum 
of $2,100 of penalty for a family of four. 
These families will now have that 

money available to meet their own 
needs, including purchasing inexpen-
sive policies available on the private 
market. 

This begs two questions: If 
ObamaCare is so wonderful, why do we 
have to force families to buy it? And, if 
61⁄2 million families already prefer pay-
ing the stiff penalty to buying the in-
surance, what does that say about the 
signature achievement of the Obama 
Democrats? 

The Democrats have seized on projec-
tions that the reform will add $1.5 tril-
lion of new debt over the next 10 years 
based on their assumption it will 
produce no economic growth. Yet, 
when Ronald Reagan cut the top mar-
ginal tax rate by half, income tax reve-
nues doubled. Several prominent 
economists are predicting an addi-
tional $2 trillion of new tax revenues to 
all levels of government solely due to 
economic expansion from this law. 

The final line of attack is that the 
personal income tax cuts will expire in 
8 years, leaving many Americans worse 
off. Well, that is perhaps the most dan-
gerous argument for the Democrats to 
make because every American under-
stands the answer to that question de-
pends upon who controls Congress. 

Democrats have made it clear that, if 
they are returned to office, the tax 
cuts are over, and Republicans have 
made it just as clear that our unfin-
ished business is make take those cuts 
permanent. Let the people decide. 

Ronald Reagan asked a simple ques-
tion both in 1980 when he ran against 
the economic malaise of the Carter 
policies and again in 1984 after he had 
implemented the same progrowth poli-
cies we now see under President 
Trump: Are you better off today than 
you were 4 years ago? 

No politician or pundit can spin the 
answer to that question. Every indi-
vidual American knows that answer 
precisely in their own lives. And I am 
looking forward to asking that ques-
tion again as the tax reform takes ef-
fect. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (11 o’clock and 40 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Merciful God, we give You thanks for 

giving us another day. 
With the Psalmist, we pray: O, Lord, 

open my lips, and my mouth will de-
clare Your praise. 

Even before the first word is formu-
lated, Lord, guide our minds, our 
thoughts, our hearts and desires. By 
Your holy spirit, breathe into us a new 
spirit. Shape this Congress and our 
world according to Your design that we 
may fulfill Your holy will. 

Give the Members of this people’s 
House the gift of attentive hearts and 
open minds, that through the diversity 
of ideas they may sort out what is best 
for this Nation. Let them not be afraid 
of silence, that even before they speak, 
they may heed Your revealed Word 
with longing. 

May their speech be deliberately free 
of all prejudice that others may listen 
wholeheartedly, then their dialogue 
will be mutually respectful in the hope 
of bringing unity and justice. 

May all that we do be done for Your 
greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 
rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida 
led the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

MARCHING FOR WHAT IS RIGHT 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I am grateful in unity with 
the thousands of dedicated citizens 
traveling to Washington this week for 
the 45th annual March for Life. The vi-
sion is of a world where every life is 
valued and protected. It is one I sup-
port every day in Congress. 

Earlier this month, I had the oppor-
tunity to meet with Ryan Bomberger 
in Columbia. Although Ryan’s biologi-
cal mother was raped, she chose life for 
Ryan and gave him an opportunity to 
grow up in a loving, adopted family. 
His witness and success demonstrate 
the importance of ensuring that the 
unborn have an opportunity for a ful-
filling life. 

I also appreciate the commitment 
and enthusiasm of the South Carolina 
Citizens for Life executive director, 
Holly Gatling. Through her hard work 
and the efforts from the South Caro-
lina Citizens for Life team, hundreds of 
people, including myself, gathered at 
the statehouse steps this month for the 
Stand Up for Life Rally with Bishop 
Robert Guglielmone of Charleston and 
Attorney General Alan Wilson. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

Congratulations to Republicans 
Nancy Mace of Charleston and Ashley 
Trantham of Greenville for their elec-
tions to the South Carolina House of 
Representatives. 

f 

A TERRIBLE INDICTMENT ON 
CONGRESSIONAL LEADERSHIP 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, a continuing resolution to ex-
tend Federal spending for 1 month may 
not pass because the President tweeted 
that he does not support funding for 
healthcare for 9 million American kids. 

This is a terrible indictment on a 
congressional leadership that is again 
cowering to a petulant, uninformed, 
and impulsive President, a President 
who is making a mockery of Congress 
as a coequal branch of the Federal Gov-
ernment; and that the congressional 
Republican leadership is complicit is a 
national embarrassment. I say Con-
gress should roll the President and 
force him to veto children’s healthcare. 

Mr. President, a continuing resolu-
tion is a failure to act; it is a failure to 
decide; it is a failure to lead; and it 
represents gross negligence as it re-
lates to the basic duty of the institu-
tion of the United States Congress. 

This is a sad day. Once again, Con-
gress capitulates to a petulant and 
pouting President. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
BOST). Members are reminded to re-
frain from engaging in personalities to-
ward the President. 

DISCUSSING H.R. 4770, PROTECTING 
AND SECURING FLORIDA’S 
COASTLINE ACT 

(Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to discuss H.R. 4770, 
the Protecting and Securing Florida’s 
Coastline Act, making permanent the 
military mission line moratorium on 
oil and gas exploration in the eastern 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Why we do not want offshore drilling 
in the eastern Gulf of Mexico, Florid-
ians do not want offshore drilling—no 
Democrats, no Republicans, no rich 
people, no poor people, no nobody—and 
here is why. 

We have a tourist economy and high-
ly developed residential coast, bays, 
and estuaries. There is no place for 
commercial infrastructure, tank farms, 
workboats, or offshore supply vessels. 

The military doesn’t want it either, 
hence the military mission line to pro-
tect their training and testing. 

Offshore drilling led to one of the 
worst environmental disasters in U.S. 
history, the 2010 Deepwater Horizon 
failure, which could happen again at 
any time. It put 215 million gallons of 
oil into the Gulf of Mexico. The effects 
are still being felt. 

And you have got to remember, tour-
ism generates $50 billion a year in Flor-
ida. 

f 

THANKING JAY CHO FOR HIS 
HARD WORK AND DEDICATION 

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to thank one of my longest 
serving staff members, Jay Cho, who 
will be departing my team this Friday. 

Jay volunteered to be part of my 
very first intern class. Jay grew to be 
a vital piece of my operation, and in no 
short time, I asked him to join my 
staff in a permanent capacity. 

He climbed through the ranks of my 
office, serving as my legislative assist-
ant and right hand in handling tech-
nology issues for the Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee’s IT 
Subcommittee. 

Jay is the kind of person this Con-
gress and country need more of. Forg-
ing relationships on both sides of the 
aisle, his efforts were critical in pass-
ing legislation to modernize govern-
ment technology and make govern-
ment websites mobile friendly. 

I am honored to have had the privi-
lege to work with Jay, and on behalf of 
the people of Illinois he served for 
nearly 5 years, I would like to thank 
him for his hard work and dedication. 

f 

CELEBRATING A PROMISE KEPT 
TO THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS asked 
and was given permission to address 

the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate a 
promise kept to the American people: 
bigger paychecks for 2 million people 
and counting. 

Because of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act, pay increases for 90 percent of 
American workers are coming in Feb-
ruary. For families in eastern Wash-
ington and across the country, many 
living paycheck to paycheck who have 
felt left behind, this is a big deal. 

Imagine being that single mom who 
wakes up every day, takes her kids to 
school, goes to work, and shops in 
downtown Spokane. For her, a bigger 
paycheck will mean she will have more 
money in her pocket every single 
month. If she wants, she will be able to 
save a little bit more so she can go 
back to school, buy a car, even throw a 
little into her kids’ lunchbox. 

Mr. Speaker, the hardworking men 
and women of this country have been 
waiting for a fighting chance to get 
ahead, and that is what this Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act is delivering. I invite all 
Americans to learn more at 
fairandsimple.gop. 

f 

LET’S GET A CLEAN DREAM ACT 

(Mr. SCHRADER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHRADER. Mr. Speaker, I 
stand here today to share the story of 
Miguel from Salem, Oregon, and to 
once again urge Republican leadership 
to put aside partisan politics and in-
clude a clean Dream Act in this week’s 
short-term budget extension. 

Miguel was brought to the United 
States when he was 7 years old by his 
parents. For years, he lived in the 
shadows, not knowing whether college 
would ever be an option for him. In 
2012, Miguel, along with nearly 800,000 
young folks in this country, was able 
to apply for DACA; and thanks to 
DACA, he was able to earn not one, but 
two bachelor’s degrees. He now works 
as a human resource manager for a 
business in Salem. 

Miguel pays taxes and he contributes 
to our community. Miguel’s future is 
uncertain due to the congressional Re-
publican leadership’s unwillingness to 
allow a vote on the Dream Act. 

Every day, another 122 DACA recipi-
ents like Miguel lose their legal protec-
tions that allow them to go to school 
and to work. It is inhumane that Con-
gress continues to hold these young 
folks hostage for partisan political pur-
poses. 

Let’s do the right thing. Let’s get a 
clean Dream Act passed so this country 
can move forward. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THREE WHO SERVE 
LOCAL ARIZONA GOVERNMENT 

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
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