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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So the Journal was approved.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, on Wednesday
and part of Thursday, June 6 and 7, 2018, |
was unavoidably detained and was unable to
make votes. Had | been present, | would have
voted: “Yea” for rollcall 234, the Previous
Question; “Yea” for rollcall 235, on adoption of
the H.R. 918; “Yea” for rollcall 236, the ap-
proval of the Journal; “Yea” for rollcall 237,
the motion to recommit; “Yea” for rollcall 238,
the final passage of the Water Resource De-
velopment Act (H.R. 8); “Yea” for rollcall 239,
the final passage of the Project Safe Neigh-
borhoods Grant Program Authorization Act
(H.R. 3249); “Yea” for rollcall 240, the Pre-
vious Question; “Yea” for rollcall 241, on the
adoption of H. Res. 923; and “Yea” for rollcall
242, the approval of the journal.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | was unable to cast votes on the following
legislative measures. If | were present for roll-
call votes, | would have voted “no” for the fol-
lowing votes:

Roll 241, June 7, 2018: On Agreeing to the
Resolution, H. Res. 923, Providing for further
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5895) making
appropriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies; and providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3) the Spending
Cuts to Expired and Unnecessary Programs
Act.

Roll 240, June 7, 2018: On Ordering the
Previous Question, Providing for further con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 5895) making ap-
propriations for energy and water development
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and related agencies; and providing for con-
sideration of the bill (H.R. 3) the Spending
Cuts to Expired and Unnecessary Programs
Act.

If were present for rollcall votes, | would
have voted “aye” for the following vote:

Roll 242, June 7, 2018: On Approval of the
Journal.

———

WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTION
COORDINATION ACT

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to take from the Speak-
er’s table the bill (S. 1869) to reauthor-
ize and rename the position of Whistle-
blower Ombudsman to be the Whistle-
blower Protection Coordinator, and ask
for its immediate consideration in the
House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Iowa?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 1869

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘Whistle-
blower Protection Coordination Act’.
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3(d) of the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978 (6 U.S.C. App.) is
amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(C)—

(A) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) as
subclauses (I) and (II), respectively, and ad-
justing the margins accordingly;

(B) by striking ‘“Ombudsman who shall
educate agency employees—"’ and inserting
the following: ‘‘Coordinator who shall—

‘(i) educate agency employees—’’;

(C) in subclause (I), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘‘on retaliation” and inserting
‘“‘against retaliation’’;

(D) in subclause (II), as so redesignated, by
striking the period at the end and inserting
the following: *‘, including—

‘‘(aa) the means by which employees may
seek review of any allegation of reprisal, in-
cluding the roles of the Office of the Inspec-
tor General, the Office of Special Counsel,
the Merit Systems Protection Board, and
any other relevant entities; and

““(bb) general information about the time-
liness of such cases, the availability of any
alternative dispute mechanisms, and ave-
nues for potential relief.”’; and

(E) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(ii) assist the Inspector General in pro-
moting the timely and appropriate handling
and consideration of protected disclosures
and allegations of reprisal, to the extent
practicable, by the Inspector General; and

‘‘(iii) assist the Inspector General in facili-
tating communication and coordination with
the Special Counsel, the Council of the In-
spectors General on Integrity and Efficiency,
the establishment, Congress, and any other
relevant entity regarding the timely and ap-
propriate handling and consideration of pro-
tected disclosures, allegations of reprisal,
and general matters regarding the imple-
mentation and administration of whistle-
blower protection laws, rules, and regula-
tions.”’;

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘“‘Ombuds-
man’’ and inserting ‘‘Coordinator’’;

(3) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para-
graph (4); and
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(4) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(3) The Whistleblower Protection Coordi-
nator shall have direct access to the Inspec-
tor General as needed to accomplish the re-
quirements of this subsection.”.

(b) RESPONSIBILITIES OF CIGIE.—Section
11(c) of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (b
U.S.C. App.) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

*“(5) ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES RELATING
TO WHISTLEBLOWER PROTECTION.—The Council
shall—

““(A) facilitate the work of the Whistle-
blower Protection Coordinators designated
under section 3(d)(C); and

‘(B) in consultation with the Office of Spe-
cial Counsel and Whistleblower Protection
Coordinators from the member offices of the
Inspector General, develop best practices for
coordination and communication in pro-
moting the timely and appropriate handling
and consideration of protected disclosures,
allegations of reprisal, and general matters
regarding the implementation and adminis-
tration of whistleblower protection laws, in
accordance with Federal law.”.

(c) REPORTING.—Section 5 of the Inspector
General Act of 1978 (b U.S.C. App.) is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a), by amending para-
graph (20) to read as follows:

‘“(20)(A) a detailed description of any in-
stance of whistleblower retaliation, includ-
ing information about the official found to
have engaged in retaliation; and

‘“(B) what, if any, consequences the estab-
lishment actually imposed to hold the offi-
cial described in subparagraph (A) account-
able;”’; and

(2) in subsection (b)—

(A) in paragraph (3)(D), by striking ‘‘and”
at the end;

(B) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) whether the establishment entered
into a settlement agreement with the offi-
cial described in subsection (a)(20)(A), which
shall be reported regardless of any confiden-
tiality agreement relating to the settlement
agreement; and’’.

(d) REPEAL OF SUNSET.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (c) of section
117 of the Whistleblower Protection En-
hancement Act of 2012 (Public Law 112-199;
126 Stat. 1475) is repealed.

(2) RETROACTIVE EFFECTIVE DATE.—The
amendment made by paragraph (1) shall take
effect on November 26, 2017.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

———

VA SENIOR EXECUTIVE
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent to take from
the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 2772)
to amend title 38, United States Code,
to provide for requirements relating to
the reassignment of Department of
Veterans Affairs senior executive em-
ployees, with the Senate amendment
thereto, and concur in the Senate
amendment.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the Senate amend-
ment.

The Clerk read as follows:
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Senate amendment:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department of
Veterans Affairs Senior Ezxecutive Account-
ability Act of 2018 or the ““SEA Act of 2018"".
SEC. 2. SEMIANNUAL REPORTS ON REASSIGN-

MENT OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS SENIOR EXECUTIVE
EMPLOYEES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 7 of
title 38, United States Code, is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new section:

“§727. Reassignment of senior executives

“(a) APPROVAL OF REASSIGNMENTS.—No indi-
vidual employed in a senior executive position
at the Department may be reassigned to another
such position at the Department unless such re-
assignment is approved in writing and signed by
the Secretary.

“(b) SEMIANNUAL REPORTS REQUIRED.—(1)
Not later than June 30 and December 31 of each
year, the Secretary shall submit to Congress a
report on the reassignment of individuals em-
ployed in senior executive positions at the De-
partment to other such positions at the Depart-
ment during the period covered by the report.

“(2) Each report submitted under paragraph
(1) shall describe the purpose of each reassign-
ment and the costs associated with such reas-
signment.

““(3) For purposes of paragraph (2), costs asso-
ciated with a reassignment may only include the
following:

“(4) A salary increase.

“(B) Temporary travel expenses for the indi-
vidual or the family of the individual.

“(C) Moving expenses.

‘(D) A paid incentive.

““(c) SENIOR EXECUTIVE POSITION DEFINED.—
In this section, the term ‘senior executive posi-
tion’ has the meaning given such term in section
713(d) of this title.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section
725 the following new item:

““727. Reassignment of senior erecutives.”’.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee (during the
reading). Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous
consent to dispense with the reading of
the amendment.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the original request of the
gentleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
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SERGEANT ERNEST I. “BOOTS”
THOMAS VA CLINIC

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
the bill (H.R. 4687) to designate the
health care center of the Department
of Veterans Affairs in Tallahassee,
Florida, as the Sergeant Ernest 1.
“Boots” Thomas VA Clinic, and for
other purposes, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration in the House.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the title of the bill.
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Will the gentleman from Tennessee
submit a copy of the bill to the desk.

Does the gentleman seek to withdraw
his request?

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Yes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the unanimous consent re-
quest is withdrawn.

There was no objection.

SPENDING CUTS TO EXPIRED AND
UNNECESSARY PROGRAMS ACT

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey?

There was no objection.

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to House Resolution 923, I
call up the bill (H.R. 3) to rescind cer-
tain budget authority proposed to be
rescinded in special messages trans-
mitted to the Congress by the Presi-
dent on May 8, 2018, in accordance with
title X of the Congressional Budget and
Impoundment Control Act 1974, and
ask for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 923, the
amendment printed in part C of House
Report 115-712 is adopted, and the bill,
as amended, is considered read.

The text of the bill, as amended, is as
follows:

HR.3

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Spending
Cuts to Expired and Unnecessary Programs
Act”.

SEC. 2. RESCISSION OF BUDGET AUTHORITY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Pursuant to the special
message transmitted by the President on
May 8, 2018, to the House of Representatives
and the Senate proposing the rescission of
budget authority under section 1012 of part B
of title X of the Congressional Budget and
Impoundment Control Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C.
682 et seq.), the rescissions described under
subsection (b) shall take effect immediately
upon the date of enactment of this Act.

(b) RESCISSIONS.—The rescissions described
in this subsection are as follows:

(1) Of the unobligated balances identified
by the Treasury Appropriation Fund Symbol
12X1600, $148,000,000 are permanently re-
scinded.

(2) Of the unobligated balances identified
by the Treasury Appropriation Fund Symbol
12X1004, the following amounts are perma-
nently rescinded:

(A) $143,854,263 of amounts made available
in section 2601(a)(5) of the Agricultural Act
of 2014 (Public Law 113-79).

(B) $146,650,991 of amounts made available
in section 2701(d) of the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-246).

(C) $33,261,788 of amounts made available in
section 2701(e) of the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-246).

(D) $12,960,988 of amounts made available
in section 2701(g) of the Food, Conservation,
and Energy Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-246).
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