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Eddie is the founding pastor of
Parkridge Church in Coral Springs,
Florida, where he has served since 1992.
Pastor Bevill’s leadership and service
has been recognized with tenures on
the Florida Baptist State Board of Mis-
sions as well as the Gulf Stream Bap-
tist Association Board in Broward
County, Florida. He is a pillar of our
community. I am honored to welcome
him to Washington today.

After the shooting at Stoneman
Douglas High School, our community
was gripped by unspeakable pain, con-
fusion, frustration, and anger. In the
moments, days, and months since, Pas-
tor Bevill has offered a voice of peace,
arms of comfort, and a guiding hand to
surviving families, students, teachers,
and others in our community.

At a time when it was so easy to be
lost in despair, our community has
been so fortunate to have Pastor Bevill
lead us toward a place of hope and sol-
ace.

Pastor Bevill is joined here today by
his wife Laura. They have been married
since 1988 and have four children.

I know that my wife Jill joins me in
welcoming Laura today in support of
Eddie as he offers today’s opening
prayer.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DONOVAN). The Chair will entertain up
to 15 further requests for l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———
HONORING IRIS NIGG LUNDIN

(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to honor Iris Nigg
Lundin, First Lieutenant in the United
States Marine Corps, who served in
World War II.

Iris enlisted in the Marine Corps in
1943. She had earned her teaching de-
gree and was only 2 years out of college
working at a summer job when she
heard the call to serve her country.
She heard it through slogans like,
“Uncle Sam Needs You,” and ‘‘Free a
Man to Fight.” With the U.S. Marine
Corps Women’s Reserve newly author-
ized, Iris walked into a recruiting sta-
tion and signed up to serve.

She completed boot camp at Marine
Base Camp Lejeune in North Carolina,
and was selected to go through Officer
Candidate School. After graduating,
she was commissioned to 2nd Lieuten-
ant, and she and three other women
were sent to Florida to attend naviga-
tion school.

While there, Iris was one of the first
four women to earn aerial navigator
wings. She was trained to teach aerial
navigation, meteorology, and radio
technique to the men who flew combat
missions.

Iris served in the Marines until she
was discharged in 1945. This weekend,
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she will celebrate her 100th birthday. I
am beyond proud to honor her today.
She is a trailblazer for women in the
Armed Forces, and I am honored to
commend her for her service.

Iris, thank you, and happy birthday.

————

WE NEED TO STAND WITH OUR
ALLIES AND FRIENDS

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, the administration’s reckless
use of tariffs are inflicting harm in all
of our communities, including mine in
western New York, and the harm is
real and immediate.

Welded Tube, a Canadian company
with a factory in Lackawanna, New
York, in my district, reports the cost
of moving goods between the United
States and southern Ontario has in-
creased from $0 last week to $214,000
this week.

The company is reporting they may
be forced to close without tariff relief.

From small firms like Niagara Trans-
former to auto manufacturers like
Ford and GM, the harm is real and
widespread.

The United States and Canada are
the world’s largest trading partners.
Canada has been a reliable ally in
fighting terror and has been a good
friend to the United States.

We need to stand with our allies and
friends, not abandon them.

China’s trade actions threaten our
national security. Canada does not.

PROMOTING PREPAREDNESS AND
RESILIENCY FOR THE 2018 HUR-
RICANE SEASON

(Mr. DONOVAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to acknowledge the official start
of the 2018 hurricane season and to pro-
mote American resiliency.

The 2017 hurricane season brought
with it 17 named storms, of which six
were major hurricanes. These storms
caused widespread destruction and dev-
astation, and no individual or family
should have to ever endure that again.

As a resident of Staten Island, where
the impact of Superstorm Sandy can
still be felt, my district in New York
City has also seen this kind of wide-
spread destruction.

Importantly, the Army Corps of En-
gineers is constructing a major seawall
to protect my constituents from future
storms.

With the 2018 hurricane season now
underway, we must ensure that we are
as prepared as possible to protect our-
selves, our loved ones, our homes, and
our communities.

This means double-checking insur-
ance policies; signing up for local
alerts and warnings, as well as apps,
like Notify NYC; and putting together
emergency Kits.
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For the 2018 season, the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion is forecasting a 70 percent likeli-
hood of 10 to 16 named storms, of which
one to four could become major hurri-
canes.

While we cannot control where these
hurricanes will make landfall, we can
control our resiliency.

As chairman of the Subcommittee on
Emergency Preparedness, Response,
and Communications, I hope that all
Members will join me in promoting the
importance of preparedness.

————
MEDICARE SOLVENCY

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in support of America’s
50 million seniors who rely on Medi-
care.

Medicare ensures Americans aged 65
and older have guaranteed health cov-
erage, protecting countless families
from bankruptcy, ensuring our seniors
can enjoy retirement and pass on life’s
lessons to their grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

The Medicare Board of Trustees an-
nounced on Tuesday the program’s
trust fund will be exhausted by 2026, 3
years earlier than last year’s an-
nouncement.

Eight years ago, Congress and the
Obama administration worked together
to extend Medicare solvency by 12
years when we passed the Affordable
Care Act.

Medicare’s solvency is now threat-
ened by policy passed by the current
Republican majority and enacted by
President Trump.

2026 is 8 years away. We should be ex-
tending the life of Medicare, not
threatening it.

Mr. Speaker, this is not acceptable.
America’s seniors deserve better. Con-
gress should take action and protect
the Medicare guarantee for today’s and
tomorrow’s seniors.

———
TAX CUTS CREATE JOBS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last month, I visited Dempsey
Wood Products in Orangeburg, South
Carolina, to get a firsthand look at the
positive impacts of the tax cuts cre-
ating jobs.

Owner Parker Dempsey explained
that they were able to expand their
business due to the tax cuts. Dempsey
Wood Products will be able to launch a
$15 million project, creating jobs.

Mr. Dempsey explained that: ‘. . . we
will have new equipment and the best
technology. The plan is to get it up and
going and start a second shift, and
probably add another 40 jobs.”

Since President Donald Trump took
office, the economy has created nearly
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3 million jobs. The numbers of em-
ployed persons are the highest ever in
the United States. The unemployment
rate has fallen to 3.8 percent, matching
the lowest level in 50 years. African
American and Hispanic unemployment
rates have reached record lows, and the
unemployment rate for women has fall-
en to the lowest level since 1953.

The National Federation of Inde-
pendent Business, NFIB, small business
optimism index is at one of the highest
levels in 45 years. I appreciate the lead-
ership of NFIB Director Ben Homeyer.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

—————

WASTEWATER INFRASTRUCTURE
AND WRDA

(Ms. SEWELL of Alabama asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to discuss a crisis fac-
ing rural America: the deterioration of
water and wastewater infrastructure in
our rural communities.

As the House considers passage of the
Water Resources Development Act,
WRDA, millions of Americans in my
district and across the country are fac-
ing a health and infrastructure emer-
gency due to failing wastewater sys-
tems.

In Alabama’s rural Black Belt, I have
toured communities where a home’s
only sewage system is a straight pipe
that carries untreated waste directly
into their yards and property. Alabama
is not alone in this issue. Reports by
the EPA document that the same lack
of wastewater infrastructure is all
across rural America where rural and
remote areas are not connected to a
city or county water and sewer line.

Mr. Speaker, I introduced the bipar-
tisan Rural Septic Tank Access Act
with my Alabama Republican col-
league, Congressman MIKE ROGERS,
which takes a first step towards pro-
viding rural Americans with the re-
sources they need to maintain stable,
safe, and efficient water systems.

As the House continues to debate in-
frastructure investment, I urge this
body to address the wastewater crisis
facing our rural communities.

——

NATIONAL DEBT IS A SECURITY
THREAT

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, last Sep-
tember, America’s national debt topped
$20 trillion for the first time in history.

Almost 3 months ago, the debt ex-
ceeded $21 trillion, and we have an an-
nual structural deficit in the hundreds
of billions of dollars.

Mr. Speaker, the United States faces
no greater menace than our inability
to eliminate our debt and balance our
budget. Our grandchildren will pay the
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price for our dereliction of duty and
our seniors will soon see Social Secu-
rity and Medicare funds depleted.

This internal, bipartisan recklessness
endangers all Americans.

It is past time for us to become seri-
ous about balancing our budget and
making significant cuts to Federal
spending. If we do not change our
course, we will one day see the crash of
the American economy and the demise
of a super power.

Mr. Speaker, let’s change our course
before our debt reaches $22 trillion. The
time for conversation is over. The time
to act is now.

————

H.R. 8 WATER RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT ACT AND MAINE

(Ms. PINGREE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day the House passed H.R. 8, the Water
Resources Development Act, which I
proudly voted for.

I want to lend my voice in support of
this bill and its importance to the
State of Maine, which has critical
ports and harbors up and down our
coastline.

In particular, I want to call attention
to a previously authorized WRDA pro-
gram in Saco, Maine, known as Camp
Ellis.

This project is considered remedi-
ation from a jetty that was built in the
late 1800s by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers.

The jetty has caused erosion and re-
ceding coastline that year by year and
storm by storm has already washed out
the ground from nearly 40 homes in the
past 50 years.

The Army Corps and local commu-
nity have been working for years on
getting this project off the ground, and
we are finally seeing some progress.

In the past year, there has been new
energy around this, and I want to com-
mend all the parties for their persist-
ence and determination in getting this
done.

A new WRDA can provide critical
support for the storm-ravaged resi-
dents of Camp Ellis and help them re-
build.

As H.R. 8 and the other legislation
moves from the House to the other
body, I will continue to work with our
chair, ranking member, and colleagues
from Maine and the other body to get
this accomplished.
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PASS FOREST MANAGEMENT
REFORMS

(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today urging the Senate to take up the
forest reforms that this Chamber
passed more than 7 months ago.
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Last year, wildfires burned more
than 1.2 million acres in Montana, an
area the size of the State of Delaware.
I met with the firefighters on the
ground and saw the devastation. I
heard from families anxious about the
dangerous air quality impacting their
kids. I listened to the hardworking
Montanans worried that their liveli-
hoods would go up in flames.

Montana survived last year’s dev-
astating fire season. Our communities
pulled together, helping neighbor to
neighbor, just as Montanans do.

The bad news is that forecasters
project another severe fire season this
year. We need to start managing our
forests again. While there has been
some progress, more work remains to
improve the health of our forests and
reduce the severity of wildfires.

I call on the Senate to end the ob-
struction and pass forest management
reforms. Montanans need them to act.

——————

THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION’S
POLICY OF CRUELTY

(Mr. WELCH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. WELCH. Mr. Speaker, the Trump
administration has enacted a policy of
stunning cruelty: cruel in its impact on
innocent young children, cruel in its
impact on terrified mothers seeking
safety from violence and rape.

The cruel policy: the aggressive and
forceful practice of separating a child
from her mother when that mother
presents herself at our southern border
for the sole purpose of seeking safety.

The cruel policy, Mr. Speaker, is the
Trump administration’s decision—will-
ful, voluntary, calculated decision—to
make it a crime for a mother to do
what mothers do everywhere and al-
ways: protect their children.

Whatever challenges we face at the
southern border, none will be solved by
ripping families apart, sending a child
to one place—strange, unknown, unfa-
miliar—and the parents to another,
neither knowing when, if ever, they
will be reunited.

This policy is not only cruel, it is un-
necessary and ineffective. Mr. Speaker,
the President must end this un-Amer-
ican cruelty now and forever.

———

CELEBRATING 50 YEARS OF
SUCCESS FOR JAYCO RV

(Mrs. WALORSKI asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate local RV manu-
facturer, Jayco, and to join them in
celebrating 50 years of success.

In 1968, Lloyd and Bertha Bontrager
developed their first RV prototype on
their family farm in northern Indiana
and launched a family business that
would last for generations. Half a cen-
tury later, Jayco has grown to include
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