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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as
we celebrate Pride Month, I would like
to congratulate SAVE, S-A-V-E, an or-
ganization in my congressional district
that works around the clock to pro-
mote, protect, and defend LGBTQ
equality.

For many years, I have been proud to
partner with SAVE to create much-
needed public understanding of gender
identity and, hence, foster an even
more inclusive south Florida commu-
nity.

This Friday, June 8, this wonderful
organization will host its 256th anniver-
sary gala, where it will honor the 2018
equality champions: Miami Beach Po-
lice Chief Daniel Oates and the head of
business operations of our very own
Miami Heat, Eric Woolworth.

It is because of groups like SAVE,
champions like Daniel and Eric, and
committed individuals throughout our
communities that we will guarantee
that our American values of freedom
and opportunity are shared by all.

So, thank you, Daniel and Eric; and
thank you to my pal and SAVE’s Exec-
utive Director, Tony Lima, and to the
entire SAVE team for all that you do
to promote LGBTQ inclusion and make
our slice of paradise in south Florida
an even better place in which to live.

———

GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
recognize June as Gun Violence Aware-
ness Month and to ask my colleagues
across the aisle: How many lives must
we sacrifice at the altar of the gun
lobby before Congress says enough is
enough?

I saw in the news today that David
Hogg, one of the Parkland survivors,
wore a price tag instead of his tassel to
his graduation. It is said that he is
worth about $1.05. That is how much
David calculated the NRA spent per
student to help elect an NRA-aligned
United States Senator in Florida.

Mr. Speaker, our children deserve
more.

Mr. Speaker, our children are worth
more.

The NRA spends millions of dollars
in our elections, but all the American
people get is ‘“‘no Republican action’—
NRA—because that is what the gun
lobby pays for.

Well, Mr. Speaker, our young people
know what is up, and they are reg-
istering to vote because they know
they are worth more than just a dollar
and a nickel.

FIGHTING ALZHEIMER’S
(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, 5.7 mil-
lion Americans cope with Alzheimer’s
every day. Every 65 seconds, another
American contracts the disease. It is
the sixth leading cause of death in our
country, and two-thirds of its victim
are women.

Alzheimer’s is a very progressive dis-
ease where dementia symptoms gradu-
ally worsen over a number of years.

We don’t yet have a cure for Alz-
heimer’s, but we’re helping provide the
resources now to find that cure. The re-
cent budget that we just passed in-
cludes a $414 million increase in fund-
ing for research into Alzheimer’s, for a
total of $1.8 billion.

I am also proud to be a cosponsor of
the BOLD Infrastructure for Alz-
heimer’s Act, a bipartisan bill which
dedicates new resources to the fight
against Alzheimer’s, because it is time,
Mr. Speaker, we put an end to a disease
that is costing Americans $277 billion
every year.

———

GUN VIOLENCE AWARENESS
MONTH

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to recognize National Gun Violence
Awareness Month and the 33,000 Amer-
ican lives lost each year to gun vio-
lence.

These tragedies are preventable, Mr.
Speaker, and it is truly shameful that
Congress has yet to take meaningful
action to address this epidemic. Even
more appalling is the fact that 1,300 of
these deaths are children, young lives
cut short by meaningless and avoidable
violence.

Last month I introduced the Child
Gun Access Prevention Act, which
would prevent children from accessing
guns by holding gun owners responsible
when they leave their firearms un-
locked.

Millions of children live in homes
with unsecured guns, Mr. Speaker, and
they are at an increased risk of unin-
tentional shootings and youth suicides.
We have also seen the devastation
caused when a child takes a parent’s
gun to school with the intention of
causing harm. A child should never ac-
cess a gun unsupervised.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this commonsense legislation.
We absolutely must do more to protect
our children from gun violence.

———

LOPEZ MEXICAN RESTAURANT

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I know the
people watching back home can’t see
my tie, but this tie is a tribute to great
Mexican food. It has tortilla chips, a
bowl of queso, and jalapenos.

Why do I have on this special tie? It
is a tribute to a Fort Bend icon: Lopez
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Mexican Restaurant. The husband and
wife to my left, Rodrigo and Bertha,
started Lopez in 1979. They were joined
by their kids: Jonathan, Jose, and Ana.

Lopez was always full. We prayed a
new one would open. Those prayers
were answered last month. The second
Lopez opened next to another Houston
icon: Mattress Mack.

For 40 years, the Lopez family has
had one solemn promise: Every day,
and for generations to come, the res-
taurant will focus on service, value,
and cleanliness to ensure the guest al-
ways leaves satisfied.

Those promises have been kept.

‘“Welcome to your new home,”
“‘bienvenidos a su casa nueva.”’

————

THE IMPORTANCE OF CAREER
AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, in our increasingly competitive
world, a 4-year college may not be for
everyone, but a postsecondary edu-
cation has to be.

As we address this reality, it is vital
that we recognize the vital role of ca-
reer and technical education. That is
why I am proud to have served as the
Democratic lead on the Strengthening
Career and Technical Education for the
21st Century Act and to have worked
with my colleagues from both parties
throughout this process.

Our bill will bring the Carl D. Per-
kins grant program into the 21st cen-
tury by increasing funding and bring-
ing educators and business leaders to-
gether to develop curricula to prepare
students for in-demand fields.

The House passed this bill unani-
mously last year, and now I want to en-
courage the Senate to take up this leg-
islation. Through investing in our citi-
zens and our economy, this bill will
help families across the country join
and stay in the middle class.

——

NEW YORK’S RUN FOR THE
FALLEN

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, it is vi-
tally important to remember the sac-
rifices of America’s fallen servicemem-
bers and their families every day.
Today I rise to recognize a special trib-
ute to those who paid the ultimate sac-
rifice.

This weekend, the New York Run for
the Fallen will travel across the 22nd
District to pay homage to our Nation’s
fallen heroes. The run seeks to honor
the families and the sacrifices of those
who answered the call to serve our
great Nation.

Leading the charge in our commu-
nity is Kristi Mangine, an advocate for
our veterans and member of the
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Colgate University community. She is
also a core runner for the New York
chapter and has recruited a number of
members of our community to partici-
pate in this great tribute.

The event is a 175-mile run across the
State of New York, each mile rep-
resenting one hero killed who served
during the war on terror, including Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom, Operation En-
during Freedom, and Operation New
Dawn.

I would like to thank Kristi Mangine
and those involved in this year’s run
for inviting me to participate in this
important event to honor those who
paid the ultimate sacrifice in our Na-
tion’s longest running overseas con-
flict.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
also join us, as well as any community
members who have a moment to pick
up a time slot for one of our fallen he-
roes and give them a special tribute to
their sacrifice.

———

DEFENDING OUR COAST

(Mr. MCEACHIN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. McCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, the
American people deserve policies that
will protect our planet, keep loved ones
healthy, and preserve access to clean
air, water, and land for future genera-
tions.

Lately, there has been a relentless
assault on the environmental policies
that were crafted to protect us, includ-
ing the commonsense prohibition of
offshore drilling in the Atlantic. De-
spite the Defense Department stating
that offshore drilling may impede and
hamper military readiness activities,
the American people were told that our
oceans were open for exploitation.

Mr. Speaker, this is unacceptable.
That is why, today, I introduced the bi-
partisan Defend Our Coast Act with my
friend, Congressman WALTER JONES of
North Carolina. The Defend Our Coast
Act will prohibit the Department of
the Interior from issuing leases for the
exploration, development, or produc-
tion of oil and gas on the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf in the mid-Atlantic.

Prior tragedies such as Deepwater
Horizon’s oil spill proved that drilling
accidents can be dangerous, expensive,
and life-threatening. Mr. Speaker, 1
urge you to bring the Defend Our Coast
Act up for a vote. Offshore drilling neg-
atively impacts our coastal commu-
nities. It is not worth the risk.

Let us commit ourselves to leaving
the Earth a healthier and safer place
for future generations.

————

RECOGNIZING CASS COUNTY
SHERIFF’S DEPUTIES

(Mr. CRAMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, every
community has peace officers who put
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their lives on the line every day to pro-
tect their communities, and we don’t
say thank you nearly often enough.

Today I rise to recognize four very
special school resource deputies of the
Cass County Sheriff’s Office who have
been given the Model Agency Award,
which is the top honor that is given by
the National Association of School Re-
source Officers.

This award recognizes the work of
law enforcement officers who promote
safer schools and safer children, and
they singled out the Cass County pro-
gram as ‘‘a shining example of the
school resource officers program.”

The deputies work with students at
Kindred, Maple Valley, Central Cass,
Northern Cass, and Mapleton Elemen-
tary Schools. Supervised by Sergeant
Tim Briggeman and under the com-
mand of Captain Jesse Jahner, the dep-
uties are Jason Scott, Joe Crawford,
Chris Potter, and Dan Hermann. Cass
County Sheriff Paul Laney calls these
officers the ‘“‘best of the best.”

On behalf of all North Dakotans, I
congratulate them and thank Sheriff
Laney and his entire staff for the high
bar of excellence they deliver in serv-
ing all the citizens of Cass County.

J 1930

HONORING THE LIFE OF TARA
ROE SMITH

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the life of Tara Roe
Smith. Tara attended the Route 91 fes-
tival in Las Vegas on October 1. She
lived in Okotoks, Alberta, Canada,
where she was a wonderful mother to
her two kids, Lennon and Louis, and
was a loving wife to her husband Zach.

Tara was a hard worker who modeled
with Sophia Models International,
worked as an educational assistant
with children with autism, and was
about to be promoted to be a manager
at a restaurant where she was a wait-
ress.

Tara was very active and loved danc-
ing, swimming, and being at her favor-
ite summer spot, Clear Lake. Going to
the Route 91 festival was an annual
tradition for Tara and her husband.
They would be there every year to cele-
brate their anniversary.

Tara was dedicated to her commu-
nity, and if she had survived, her hus-
band has no doubt that she would have
done everything she could to help those
who were victims of the Las Vegas
shooting.

She was a very caring spirit who
greeted everyone with a friendly face. I
would like to extend my condolences to
Tara Roe Smith’s family and friends.
Please know that the city of Las
Vegas, the State of Nevada, and the
whole country grieve with you.

H4763

REPEAL FEDERAL EXCISE TAX ON
HEAVY TRUCKS

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak on behalf of a bill I have
introduced, H.R. 2946, which would re-
peal the burdensome 12 percent Federal
excise tax on heavy trucks, known as
the FET.

It was first created to help fund
World War I—that is right, World War
I, 100 years ago. The antiquated FET is
the highest excise tax levied by the
Federal Government today. The finan-
cial and regulatory burdens created by
the FET hurts truck retailers, drivers,
and businesses across the country. It
depresses the market for newer heavy-
duty trucks, which are cleaner, more
efficient, and everybody in government
seems to be clamoring for them to be
replaced for those reasons.

A repeal of this outdated legislation
would seek to promote the use of more
modern trucks on our roads—again,
something government seems to want
and demand. By incorporating this re-
peal effort into any future infrastruc-
ture funding measure, Congress can re-
build our Nation’s crumbling road sys-
tem while ensuring our commercial
truck fleet is both cleaner and safer.

I urge my colleagues to support in-
clusion of this bipartisan bill and re-
peal the FET, which only hampers eco-
nomic growth and discontinues truck
replacement, which is what everybody
seems to want.

——————

BENEFITS OF TAX REFORM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. JOHNSON) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the ma-
jority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members have 5 legislative days to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material in the
RECORD on this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, when I last had the honor to
host a Special Order, the House was de-
bating the merits of tax reform, and in
that debate, supporters of the tax re-
form promised higher wages, a stronger
economy, greater opportunity, and
shared prosperity.

Six months after President Trump
signed the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act into
law, the results are in, and we can now
confidently say that the days of a weak
and sluggish economy are behind us.
America is again a rising Nation.
America is again a Nation where fami-
lies are able to keep more of what they
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