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stand together, ready to support our
teachers, students, and families with
real, evidence-based solutions.

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
the Third District of Virginia, the Hon-
orable BOBBY ScoTT, for those com-
ments.

Mr. Speaker, I neglected to mention
that he is the ranking member on the
Committee on Education and the
Workforce, and has really brought
forth to us the real tangible informa-
tion that we have about what happens
to our young people in school when
such tragedies occur, and what all of
the fallout and by-products can be
when we institute nonsensical policies,
like having teachers arm themselves in
the classroom, or the overreliance of
law enforcement in the school environ-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman for bringing those facts to
the floor and really laying out for the
American people what it really means
for our students to have to experience
this violence within what is supposed
to be the sanctity of their classrooms.
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Having said that, let me just close
this evening’s Special Order hour by
expressing sort of the collective out-
rage of the members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus for the inaction of
our Speaker and our colleagues on the
other side of the aisle in the Repub-
lican Party who are not stepping up to
show courage and determination to
really bring an end to what we see as a
violent epidemic in our Nation at this
time.

Our colleague called upon colleagues
in the body today to stand with him if
they had witnessed or have experienced
gun violence in their communities, to
stand with the families whose names
he read off today of children who per-
ished in Texas. I found it interesting,
when I looked at the floor—I didn’t go
to the floor because I knew it was just
a ploy. But when I looked and saw how
many colleagues were standing there
with him, I said, if only they brought
some legislation to the floor to end all
of this, it would pass, because just
about every colleague has been im-
pacted by this outbreak in horrible gun
violence across this Nation.

We need our legislation to be brought
to the floor. Not doing so is really an
affront to the American people, and it
is certainly uncivilized and, some
would even say, barbaric, because we
have the knowledge, the wherewithal,
and the ability to make a difference in
the lives of the American people. It is
up to us, the people who they have
elected, to do the work that must be
done on their behalf.

Enough 1is enough, Mr. Speaker.
Lives are being lost minute by minute,
hour by hour, day by day, month by
month, year by year in America be-
cause of the inaction of the Republican
majority in the House of Representa-
tives.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HOLLINGSWORTH). Members are re-
minded to refrain from engaging in
personalities toward the President.

————
ISSUES OF THE DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank my friend, Dr. BURGESS, for
all the hours of work. It is not just a
lot of fun up there on the Rules Com-
mittee, but I appreciate the work on
behalf of our Conference.

Mr. Speaker, it has been a tragic
number of days emanating from Santa
Fe, Texas, due south of my home in
east Texas, down in RANDY WEBER’S
district. It truly is tragic.

It is tragic, as well, when people in
this country have become so com-
fortable persecuting Christians, de-
meaning Christians, that they put no
stock, in fact, belittle anyone’s men-
tioning of praying for the families or
even praying for the country, which is
where we have got to be.

There is a God. It is the same God
that is referenced above my head and
behind me, that same God in whom a
lot of us trust. It just says: “In God we
trust.” That is the national motto, but
I guess it would be more accurate to
say, ‘“‘In God, whom a lot of us trust”
because of the condescending, demean-
ing comments made about Christians,
about praying.

Prayer does work, it does matter, but
not when a majority of the country is
prevented from discussing Christianity
publicly. I mean, this was a country
where Christians from different parts
of the world fled to. It was a destina-
tion, a glorious destination where peo-
ple could come and live as Christians
and not be persecuted, because Jesus
himself said we would be hated, but he
said: Remember, they hated me first.

We were told we would suffer for His
sake, and He has certainly shown how
brutal that could be. But as the
oligarchs in black robes have taken
over legislating, executive activities,
as well as their own judicial activities,
they have walked our country to the
brink of despair. They have taken
prayer—and I am talking about the
oligarchs in black robes, the judges.

I was once a judge, felony judge, then
a chief justice of a court of appeals,
and I know how easy it is to think so
highly of oneself. When a black robe is
donned, our imperfections are covered
up. And by our office, we are supposed
to have some higher form of reason
than our fellow people.

It is just not so. It is not so.

People have had it forced down their
throats that, when it comes to edu-
cation, it can’t be education about reli-
gion, particularly Christianity. Oh, you
can talk about Islam. You can talk
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about Buddhism. You can give glowing
reports about such things and what it
takes to believe about the four pillars
of Islam, but you don’t dare talk about
Christianity, because that is when the
courts go nuts, say you have exceeded
your bounds.

Schools have been told that they
need to reinforce in a child’s mind the
relativism of different positions, where
right to some may be wrong for others,
and wrong for some may be right for
others. There is no black and white,
right or wrong. There is simply rel-
ativism.

John Adams, in 1797, as our second
President of the United States, gave a
warning that cries through over 200
years, over 220 years. He said it clearly:

This Constitution is intended for a
moral and religious people. It is wholly
inadequate for the government of any
other.

He was a very wise man. This Con-
stitution of ours, the one we took an
oath to follow here in this very Cham-
ber, it doesn’t work in a country where
the people are not taught morality.

When John Adams said morality and
religion, he was particularly talking
about Christianity and Judeo-Christian
morals as one finds in the Ten Com-
mandments, as symbolically evidenced
by the fact that Moses’ supposed like-
ness directly above and in front of me
is the only face of all of those profiles
that is full face and not the side, be-
cause at one time he was considered to
be the greatest lawgiver of all times.

At the time, it was the Ten Com-
mandments that were considered to be
so vital that those who came before us
believed were the greatest laws ever
given. But through the oligarchs across
the street in black robes, they have
said: Don’t mention God. It is okay to
use ‘“‘Jesus” as long as you use it as a
one-word exclamatory statement. It is
fine to take God or Jesus’ name in
vain, that is fine, that is okay, but
don’t use it in a statement that you
have sincerely with all your heart cho-
sen to follow Jesus. That is just too in-
appropriate.

So Adams, he was right. Whether you
call them oligarchs, multiple mon-
archs, they have helped lead this coun-
try in a direction it really didn’t want
to go, been ahead of the country forc-
ing us down this road to the dustbin of
history.

It is just so clear. If you are not
going to teach the Judeo-Christian mo-
rality on which this country was found-
ed, on which the revolution came
about—without the churches of the day
and the Great Awakening of the 1700s,
there would not have been a revolu-
tion. Without a Second Great Awak-
ening in the 1800s and some of the
churches’ leadership, we would never
have seen the end of slavery in Amer-
ica.

The world will never see the end of
slavery. There will always be slavery in
the world, but it is such a hideous form
of people mistreating other people, I
literally pray that it will not revisit
this Nation, this once great Nation.
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I do believe we can be great again,
but not when we fail to bow our head in
reverence to the God that we once
trusted, most of us.
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But if we are not going to teach the
morality that would lead to a revolu-
tion, that would lead to an end to slav-
ery, that would lead an ordained Chris-
tian minister to bring about another
peaceful revolution of civil rights—
read letters from the Birmingham jail.
This man, Martin Luther King, Jr., was
an ordained Christian minister. It was
the biggest part of who he was and
whose he was.

And as we have removed those things
that motivated a country toward free-
dom and motivated a Nation toward
freedom for everyone, and an end to
slavery, and then motivating them yet
again through the words of the Bible
through Ileaders like Martin Luther
King, Jr., we are headed in a moral dec-
lination that ends in the dustbin of his-
tory.

I just caught a few things that were
said by my colleagues across the aisle
before I came up. My friend BOBBY
ScoTT from Virginia indicated some-
thing to the effect that the lack of dis-
cipline robs students.

We have come a long way from the
days where students got paddlings. I
have been paddled. I was an A student,
honor student, head of the National
Honor Society. I still got paddled.

I had friends on the football team
and other athletic teams, who had
coaches that cared about them enough
to take the time out of their busy
schedule, not to give a time out to the
offending student, but actually apply
the board of education to the seat of
knowledge.

And I really believe that I had
friends, both white and black, in sports
that would have headed for prison if
not for a coach caring enough to paddle
them when they got out of line, even
though they were grown; not adults by
law, but certainly full-bodied adults.
They got them on the path that would
lead them away from prison and lead
them to being productive.

So when we claim, well, we have a
Second Amendment right to bear arms,
we have a First Amendment, very first
amendment we have, a right to free-
dom of religion and freedom of speech
and freedom of assembly, but when we
have forsaken God and the teachings
found in the Bible that were such a
foundational part of our Nation’s
founding, then the Constitution, the
Bill of Rights, don’t work.

You have got to give up the freedom
of speech because some things you say
motivate others to commit acts of vio-
lence. So instead of condemning and
punishing the violence, we silence the
offending speaker, because those days
when we defended what others said
that we disagreed with them, those ap-
pear to be a distant memory.

Not only do we disagree with what
others say, but we will offend to their
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death to try to prevent their right to
say them. It is a long far cry from the
calls during the Revolution often at-
tributed to Voltaire, maybe it was him,
maybe it was some other, but “I dis-
agree with what you say, but will de-
fend to the death your right to say it.”
They thought this would be a country
where that could happen.

But schools, public schools at least,
are not allowed to teach the kind of
morality that was taught for at least
the first half of our country’s exist-
ence.

Yes, Thomas Jefferson had slaves. I
have often pondered the incredible
irony how Thomas Jefferson could have
slaves, and yet in the first draft of the
Declaration of Independence, put on
paper how offensive slavery was and
make that as an enumerated grievance
against King George for ever allowing
slavery to begin here in the United
States.

That was taken out before the Dec-
laration of Independence was finally
agreed to and signed.

But the only discussion, it seems,
about the Bible in public schools is
when it is demeaned and belittled.

So are we shocked that there is vio-
lence? Yes, we are still shocked. We
still grieve for the families that have
lost loved ones that will never be there
again.

Put ourselves in their places. Think
what could have been done differently.

Well, everybody is pretty safe in this
building. Going back to 1998, when two
law officers were killed, when it was so
easy to come into the Capitol, they
were by the majority leader’s office,
and one was able to shoot the shooter,
though it cost him his life.

So we have had metal detectors. We
have had people screened to come in
here, but not in the schools.

It is unfortunate, but if we are not
going to teach biblical morality, then
to be free, we just can’t be. We have
got to give up freedoms of speech, reli-
gion, assembly. We have got to give up
our right to bear arms. Not only give
up our right to keep and bear arms, but
we have got to give up our right to
keep pressure cookers, our right to
have fertilizer that could be used for
bombs. We have got to give up knives.

It is amazing to me. I went to school
in elementary school where we prayed
most days, said the pledge of allegiance
every day, were not afraid to talk
about lessons from the Bible, and I car-
ried a pocketknife to school. There
probably weren’t 5, 10 days in all my
growing up where I didn’t carry a pock-
etknife to school.

And I just noticed in my bedside
stand I have got three knives that be-
longed to my grandfather that he car-
ried for much of his life, because they
didn’t have a problem with kids having
knives in school.

But when you don’t teach dJudeo-
Christian morality, then you better
take people’s knives, guns, anything
that might be used as a weapon. Vans.
We will have to make it tougher to
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ever get a van. Maybe have a cooling
off period before you can apply for and
get a van or something that can run
people down.

Eventually we will have to have cars
that are driverless that only the gov-
ernment can set in motion so that we
can protect ourselves and only go
where the government will allow us to
go. That is where we are headed. And it
is where you have to go if you are not
going to teach the morality and the re-
ligion that John Adams spoke of as our
second President in 1797.

But that has also seen its way into
our Federal Government. It is okay to
lie if it helps your political team. It is
okay to violate the law if it is for your
team. It is okay to violate the Con-
stitution and your oath to the Con-
stitution if you are the head of the CIA
or are intelligence and you want to
stop the opposing party’s candidate
from winning or remove that candidate
from office after he has fairly won.

This May 12 article from Andrew
McCarthy, National Review, he points
out that ‘““The Steele dossier author
told Fusion GPS’ Glenn Simpson about
a human source.

“Something tells me Glenn Simpson
did not make a mistake. Something
tells me the co-founder of Fusion GPS
was dead-on accurate when he testified
that Christopher Steele told him the
FBI had a human source, i.e., a spy in-
side the Trump campaign, as the 2016
Presidential race headed into its
stretch run.

“When he realized how explosive this
revelation was, Simpson walked it
back: He had, perhaps,
‘mischaracterized’ what he had been
told by Steele, the former British spy
and principal author of the anti-Trump
dossier he and Simpson compiled for
the Clinton campaign.

“Simpson gave his testimony about
the FBI's human source at a closed
Senate Judiciary Committee hearing
on August 22, 2017. He did not try to re-
tract it until the uproar that followed
the publication of his testimony on
January 9, 2018. The latter date is sig-
nificant for reasons we will come to.

“Simpson’s testimony on this point
is worth revisiting because of a pitched
battle between the House Intelligence
Committee and the Justice Depart-
ment. Essential reporting on the con-
troversy has been done by The Wall
Street Journal’s Kim Strassel. On
Thursday, she related that, yet again,
Congress had faced down a DOJ/FBI at-
tempt to stonewall the committee’s
probe of investigative irregularities
during the 2016 election season—par-
ticularly, abuse of government surveil-
lance powers, which the Obama-led
agencies used to monitor the Trump
campaign.

‘“Unable to get voluntary coopera-
tion, committee chairman DEVIN
NUNES issued a subpoena demanding
the Justice Department disclose infor-
mation by the top secret intelligence
source who is said to have assisted the
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Russian investigation. That investiga-
tion is now being run by Special Coun-
sel Robert Mueller. But more inter-
esting is how it got started.

On that question, officials have been
surprisingly fuzzy in their expla-
nations, and hilariously inconsistent in
their leaks: initially settling on an
origination story that hinged on the
Steele dossier and a trip to Moscow by
the obscure Trump campaign adviser
Carter Page; later pivoting to a tale of
boozy blathering by an even more ob-
scure Trump campaign adviser, George
Papadopoulos, when the first story
proved embarrassing—the dossier alle-
gations having been unverified when
the Justice Department included them
in warrant applications to the FISA
court.”

Mr. Speaker, it has become clear to
me, as a former judge, that the FISA
courts have got to go.

For some reason, these judges that
have been nominated by a President,
confirmed by the Senate, do an okay
job when their court proceedings are
open, obvious, and they have some ac-
countability, reaction from the Amer-
ican public. But apparently, when they
act in secret, they don’t care so much
about the Constitution. They have no
pride in their own courts so that people
can come in, take an oath, lie to them,
create a fraud upon the court, and we
don’t hear a peep out of those judges.
Not one lawyer or witness has been
held to account by the courts that they
offended by their fraud and deception.
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And that includes Rosenstein and,
apparently, at least the fourth applica-
tion to renew the warrant that should
never have been issued in the first
place—and surely would not have been
if the FISA court had not been meeting
in secret away from public eyes.

Is there any secret this country has
that is worth the destruction of our ju-
dicial system as we have seen through
the fraud and the misrepresentations
that have been allowed with no con-
sequence? No offended judge is of-
fended.

It tells me that this pitiful little
gathering we have allowed to be called
the FISA court needs to stop. They are
doing more damage to our country
than they could ever possibly help by
their secrecy. And the more we find out
about what has been kept secret, the
darker it appears for this country and
for our future.

We have Brennan and Clapper who
perjured themselves multiple times be-
fore Congress and didn’t seem bothered
by it in the least. And then Brennan
makes clear that, if you come up
against them, you can do so at your
own peril because they have ways of
making you pay the price.

That is exactly what our Founders
were concerned about. The King had
his ways, too, King George III. And, ap-
parently, that is the kind of kingdom
we have come into here in the 21st cen-
tury when an opposition campaign for
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President can pay for a warrant to be
issued for no just cause, no probable
cause, and no consequences.

We have seen the Justice Depart-
ment, these career people, they weren’t
interested in ensuring that justice was
done. If they had been, they would have
gotten some Republicans to inves-
tigate. They were interested in being
political to the damage of this country
and our judicial system. It has got to
stop. Mueller needs to resign, and
Rosenstein needs to be fired.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 5515, NATIONAL DEFENSE
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2019; PROVIDING FOR

CONSIDERATION OF S. 204,
TRICKETT  WENDLER, FRANK
MONGIELLO, JORDAN MCLINN,

AND MATTHEW BELLINA RIGHT
TO TRY ACT OF 2017; AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
S. 2165, ECONOMIC GROWTH, REG-
ULATORY RELIEF, AND CON-
SUMER PROTECTION ACT

Mr. BURGESS (during the Special
Order of Mr. GOHMERT), from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 115-698) on the
resolution (H. Res. 905) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5515) to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2019 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense and for military
construction, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year,
and for other purposes; providing for
consideration of the bill (S. 204) to au-
thorize the use of unapproved medical
products by patients diagnosed with a
terminal illness in accordance with
State law, and for other purposes; and
providing for consideration of the bill
(S. 2155) to promote economic growth,
provide tailored regulatory relief, and
enhance consumer protections, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia (at the request
of Ms. PELOSI) for today.

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsyl-
vania (at the request of Ms. PELOSI) for
today on account of attending the fu-
neral of a close family friend.

———

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION
REFERRED

A joint resolution of the Senate of
the following title was taken from the
Speaker’s table and, under the rule, re-
ferred as follows:

S.J. Res. 60. Joint resolution providing for
the reappointment of Barbara M. Barrett as
a citizen regent of the Board of Regents of
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the Smithsonian Institution; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 32 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, May 22, 2018, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4939. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Crabmeat; Amendment of Common or Usual
Name Regulation [Docket No.: FDA-2018-N-
1438] (RIN: 0910-AI04) received May 15, 2018,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

4940. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Advisory Committee; Food Advisory Com-
mittee; Termination [Docket No.: FDA-2017-
N-6379] received May 15, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

4941. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Food Additives Permitted in Feed and
Drinking Water of Animals; Marine
Microalgae [Docket No.: FDA-2014-F-1509] re-
ceived May 15, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4942. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s direct final
rule — Removal of Certain Time of Inspec-
tion and Duties of Inspector Regulations for
Biological Products; Withdrawal [Docket
No.: FDA-2017-N-7007] (RIN: 0910-AH49) re-
ceived May 15, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

4943. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s Major final
rule — Food Labeling: Revision of the Nutri-
tion and Supplement Facts Labels and Serv-
ing Sizes of Foods That Can Reasonably Be
Consumed At One Eating Occasion; Dual-Col-
umn Labeling; Updating, Modifying, and Es-
tablishing Certain Reference Amounts Cus-
tomarily Consumed; Serving Size for Breath
Mints; and Technical Amendments; Exten-
sion of Compliance Dates [Docket Nos.: FDA-
2012-N-1210 and FDA-2004-N-0258] (RIN: 0910-
AH92) received May 15, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

4944. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting DC
Act 22-335, ‘“‘Preservation of Electronic Re-
cordings of Meetings Temporary Amendment
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