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PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, architect of the universe
and advocate for us all, thank You for
giving us another day.

When we rise from sleep, activities of
the day stir the mind. Having a job to
fulfill sets us into routine as a people
with purpose.

Daily work, O Lord, invites us to
demonstrate responsibility and mani-
fests our participation in Your creative
power. Mind and body together become
engaged in productivity, sustenance, or
service beyond ourselves.

Because human work bestows a spe-
cial dignity upon a person and is a way
to achieve a just society, we know how
important it is for us to pray for the
unemployed and those who work but
still struggle to make ends meet.

Bless the work of Congress today.
May this chosen labor be creative,
prove responsible, and have lasting re-
sults to the benefit of our Nation. And
may all that is done be for Your great-
er honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
object to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Oregon (Ms. BONAMICI)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. BONAMICI led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Gabrielle
Cuccia, one of his secretaries.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

THE MARCH FOR LIFE

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, this very Nation was founded
upon the belief that all men are enti-
tled to the most precious right to life.
It is a right that I fought to defend in
the United States Air Force, and it is a
right I continue to defend in this
United States Congress. That is why,
this week, I will proudly vote in sup-
port of the Born-Alive Abortion Sur-
vivors Protection Act.

It is my hope folks across the coun-
try are brought together with the up-
lifting message that life is a blessing.

———

RESCINDING THE COLE MEMO

(Ms. BONAMICI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I am
deeply disappointed that the Depart-
ment of Justice is ignoring States’
rights and encouraging the prosecution
of small cannabis businesses, many of
which are in Oregon.

Earlier this month, the Department
of Justice rescinded the Cole memo,
which had provided Federal guidance
to discourage prosecutors from charg-
ing individuals and businesses with
Federal marijuana-related crimes in
States where marijuana is legal. Or-
egon is one of those States.

Today, more than 700 small cannabis
businesses operate across the State,
where, like with alcohol, marijuana
businesses are licensed, regulated, and
taxed. These small businesses follow
State law, create jobs in their commu-
nities, and pay taxes, yet now their
livelihood is threatened because this
administration wants to revive the fu-
tile war on weed.

This is absurd, especially when the
Department of Justice should be put-
ting its efforts and its resources into
the extremely dangerous and addictive
heroin and fentanyl.

Our small cannabis businesses should
not be jeopardized by this misguided
Federal policy. The voters have spo-
ken. Their will must be respected.

———————

PEMBROKE, NORTH CAROLINA, 2017
SMALL TOWN OF THE YEAR

(Mr. PITTENGER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of Pembroke, North
Carolina, named 2017 Small Town of
the Year by the North Carolina Rural
Assembly.
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Pembroke, population 3,000, is home
to the University of North Carolina at
Pembroke, as well as the Lumbee In-
dian Tribe, two wonderful organiza-
tions with whom I am actively in-
volved.

Much of southeastern North Carolina
has been decimated by poorly nego-
tiated international trade deals and
the loss of traditional industries. Pem-
broke is fighting back by participating
in a first-in-the-Nation innovation and
entrepreneurship program and is work-
ing to build its economy by focusing on
healthcare, construction, and agri-
business.

Congratulations to Mayor Charles
Gregory Cummings, Council Members
Locklear, Jones, Sampson, and
McNeill, Town Manager Tyler Thomas,
UNC Pembroke Chancellor Robin Cum-
mings, Lumbee Tribal Chairman Har-
vey Godwin, and the entire Pembroke
community on this outstanding
achievement.

——————

WE MUST FIGHT CLIMATE CHANGE

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas. Mr. Speaker, in 2017 alone, there
were 16 extreme weather and climate
events that devastated the United
States and its territories, including
Hurricane Harvey, which ravaged my
great State of Texas and brought Hous-
ton’s third 500-year flood in 3 years.
Since 2006, the contiguous U.S. has ex-
perienced five of the warmest years on
record. Year after year, new tempera-
ture and weather severity records are
broken.

As researchers attempt to answer
why this is occurring, it has become
clear that there is a link between the
severity of these events and human-
caused climate change. Last year, in a
study published by Nature magazine,
scientists concluded that the frequency
of extreme weather events in the
Northern Hemisphere were amplified
by anthropogenic climate change.

It is time to face the fact that cli-
mate change is real and admit that we
are directly contributing to it. We
must continue to find innovative ways
to address this challenge before it is
too late.

I will continue to speak out in sup-
port of all research that furthers our
understanding of our planet’s climate
and helps identify ways of reducing the
harmful impacts on it.

RECOGNIZING DR. TIMOTHY M.
BLOCK

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize my constituent
Dr. Timothy M. Block, president of the
Hepatitis B Foundation, Baruch S.
Blumberg Institute, and the Pennsyl-
vania Biotechnology Center in my dis-
trict in Doylestown, Pennsylvania.
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Dr. Block was recently named as a
fellow of the U.S. National Academy of
Inventors. Being elected as an NAI fel-
low is the highest professional recogni-
tion for academic inventors who have
shown a lifelong commitment to inno-
vation, specifically by facilitating or
creating inventions that make a meas-
urable impact on quality of life, eco-
nomic development, and the welfare of
society.

Dr. Block is being recognized for his
contributions to therapeutic drug and
biomarker of disease screening and dis-
covery. Dr. Block also holds more than
nine patents and has been involved, for
more than 30 years, in viral hepatitis
research.

Mr. Speaker, the House of Represent-
atives thanks Dr. Block for the work
that he has done in this field, which
has undoubtedly impacted the lives of
constituents in my district and people
around the world.

———

RISING TO SAVE LIVES
PROTECTION ACT

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to save lives.

Mr. Speaker, I oppose the CR for its
repetitiveness and its inability to save
lives, frankly, the lives of DREAMers
or the lives of those who depend upon
the Children’s Health Insurance Pro-
gram.

In the vulgar statement that was
made by the White House, how shock-
ing this week of Dr. King’s birthday of
the deafening silence of my Republican
friends and the faith community, the
broad-based faith community.

Let me read from the network:

The slave codes created servitude for nat-
ural life for African laborers. 250-plus years
slave labor of millions of African and Black
people was the foundation of the American
economy and global force that it eventually
became. On the eve of the Civil War, Black
slaves were valued at an estimated $3.5 bil-
lion—and that is scaled for modern infla-
tion—and none of the Black slaves were able
to cash in on that value.

That is the vulgar statement about
Africa from which many of us have
come. And so I would argue that it is
time, now, for this House to stand up
for people such as those who are starv-
ing in Somalia, those who are starving
in Sudan and Nigeria, those who have
been called a vulgar word.

Where is the morality of this Con-
gress, the morality of this administra-
tion, the morality of this Nation?

Enough is enough.

———

RISING IN SUPPORT OF THE BORN-
ALIVE SURVIVORS PROTECTION
ACT

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of H.R. 4712, the Born-
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Alive Survivors Protection Act. I am
proud to be a cosponsor of this impor-
tant pro-life legislation.

The Born-Alive Survivors Protection
Act is a simple but critical bill to
strengthen the protections for babies
who survive abortion. It ensures that
these precious babies are provided with
the same degree of medical care that
any other child would receive in order
to save their life.

We all expect doctors and nurses to
follow their oath to help and heal. This
bill simply codifies that expectation
into law for babies who survive abor-
tion and deserve a chance at life.

Just think about this. Right now we
are debating whether a living, breath-
ing baby should be given a chance to
live. I know that my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle agree that these
babies deserve our compassion, and
most importantly, our protection, and
I hope they will join in me in sup-
porting this important legislation.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. JIM
MELIUS

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to honor the life
of Dr. Jim Melius, who passed away on
January 1.

Possessed of a technical expertise
and a fierce sense of justice, Dr. Melius
was a tireless advocate for people who,
due to no fault of their own, were ex-
posed to toxic and deadly substances in
the workplace. He was a powerful force
in our efforts in helping thousands of
western New Yorkers get long overdue
relief for suffering caused by their un-
knowing exposure to uranium at long-
shuttered plants like Linde Ceramics,
Hooker Chemical, Carborundum, and
Bethlehem Steel, where, today, over
$300 million in compensation and med-
ical bills have been paid out to former
employees. With a calm and steady de-
meanor, he gave instant credibility to
any fight. He was a tremendous re-
source and he was a good man.

While our fight to provide full and
fair relief for all of these citizens con-
tinues, we will never forget this fighter
for all the Cold War warriors.

————
KATE’S KART MARKS 10 YEARS

(Mr. BANKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor Kate’s Kart, a
group founded in memory of Kate Lay-
man.

Monday marked 10 years since Kate’s
life was cut short due to a heart condi-
tion at the age of 18 months. During
Kate’s final moments here on Earth,
listening to stories brought a sense of
comfort and joy.

Today, Kate’s memory lives on
through Kate’s Kart. This organization
brings joy to thousands of hospitalized

H421

children throughout northeast Indiana
by giving them free books. In the 10
years that it has operated, Kate’s Kart
has passed out over 186,000 books.

Kate’s Kart is particularly near and
dear to my heart because Mr. Layman,
Kate’s father, was my middle school
history teacher, and he helped spark
my interest in government.

I want to recognize the life-changing
work of Kate’s Kart. Truly, Kate’s leg-
acy lives on through this organization
and its impact on children throughout
northeast Indiana.

———
0 1215

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS’
CANNABIS DECISION

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong opposition to Attorney General
Sessions’ unproductive and backwards
marijuana policies. By rescinding the
Cole memorandum on legal marijuana
enforcement, Jeff Sessions proved that
he has one goal as Attorney General,
and that is reviving the failed war on
drugs.

These policies have proven to be dev-
astating for communities of color. For
example, African Americans are four
times more likely to be arrested and
incarcerated for marijuana possession
than their White counterparts. Instead
of embracing outdated drug laws, the
Attorney General should be working to
create a criminal justice system that
treats everyone fairly.

What is worse, by going after legal
marijuana businesses and consumers,
the Attorney General is really showing
a blatant disregard for the will of the
American people who have voted, mind
you, in their States for more reason-
able and fairer laws.

That is why I am proud to introduce
H.R. 4779. Actually, we introduced it
last week, along with my friend, Con-
gressman DON YOUNG. It is a bipartisan
bill called the REFER Act, which
would prevent harmful Federal over-
reach. Also, today we are introducing a
bill that will end the Federal prohibi-
tion.

———

BORN-ALIVE ABORTIONS

(Mr. MARSHALL asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, it is
hard to believe that it has been 30
years since it was my first night alone
as an OB/GYN resident at Bayfront
Health in St. Petersburg, Florida. As
fate would have it, I was called about 2
in the morning, stat, to the OB floor.

When I got there, I went into a pa-
tient’s room and reviewed a lady that I
had never met before. I quickly looked
at her and determined that she might
be 24 weeks pregnant. But more alarm-
ingly, she had blood oozing from the
bed, soaking into the cloth beneath the
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