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approach to a historically bipartisan
bill.

Throughout this Congress, the Re-
publican majority has cast aside bipar-
tisan efforts by keeping Democrats out
of negotiations. The farm bill is no dif-
ferent.

From sabotaging the Affordable Care
Act to giving wealthy families and cor-
porations a tax break at the cost of
hardworking families, to make deep
cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, SNAP, this bill is on
a dangerous path. We need to return to
bipartisan discussion that made the
farm bill a win-win for both urban and
rural communities.

If this bipartisan bill becomes law,
roughly 265,000 low-income children
will lose access to free school meals,
and more than 1 million Americans
will no longer receive a benefit they
rely on to buy food. We can do better
because America’s farmers and chil-
dren deserve better.

We have a farm bill every 5 years. Is
it worth kicking children and families
off SNAP? No, Mr. Speaker.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of National Police
Week to honor the heroes who dedicate
their lives to keep our communities
safe and secure.

Montana’s courageous law enforce-
ment officers are the epitome of self-
less public service. Yesterday marked
the 37th annual National Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Service. It is only fit-
ting that I honor one of Montana’s fall-
en heroes.

One year ago today, Broadwater
County sheriff’s deputy, Mason Moore,
made the ultimate sacrifice in the line
of duty. A routine traffic stop turned
into a pursuit of two violent suspects
who callously took Deputy Moore’s
life.

Deputy Moore was a dedicated hus-
band and father of three, including
twin teenage boys. His sacrifice to keep
his community safe will not be forgot-
ten.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I honor the law
enforcement community in Montana
during National Police Week for their
dedication, service, and sacrifice. I am
grateful for those in uniform who serve
and protect our communities and pray
for their safety.

———
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GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT CENTER

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, every
week, we seem to learn more about the
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sophisticated network of social media
bots and online ads used by Russia to
spread disinformation during the 2016
election. But, as we approach our next
election, the Trump administration re-
fuses to see the very real threats or
take the very necessary actions.

Earlier this year, we learned the of-
fice tasked with countering foreign
propaganda, the Global Engagement
Center, the GEC, at the State Depart-
ment had not deployed any of the $120
million it had been allocated to
counter Russian information warfare,
nor had it recruited a single analyst
who speaks Russian.

Mr. Speaker, the administration
needs to take this threat seriously and
act with appropriate urgency. That is
why I have introduced legislation with
my colleague, TED LIEU, to clarify re-
sponsibilities for the GEC, expand its
hiring authorities, and establish
stronger congressional oversight. The
GEC has a crucial role to play, under-
standing, exposing, and countering for-
eign propaganda and disinformation ef-
forts.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join us on this legislation to ensure we
are better prepared to counter all ef-
forts to interfere in our electoral proc-
ess.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today during National Police
Week to remember all members of law
enforcement who have given their lives
to protect and serve others.

The National Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Memorial here in Washington,
D.C., displays the names of law en-
forcement officers who have fallen in
the line of duty, dating back to 1791.

One of the names added this year was
Lieutenant Aaron Allan of the
Southport Police Department, the first
police officer from the Department to
be killed in the line of duty. When re-
sponding to an overturned vehicle last
summer, Lieutenant Allan was shot
and killed by the driver of the vehicle
he was trying to assist.

Sadly, we already know an officer
who will also be listed in the memorial
next year with Lieutenant Allan’s
name: Boone County Sheriff’s Deputy
Jacob Pickett.

Last night, I joined members of the
Indiana Concerns of Police Survivors,
COPS, who are the spouses, children,
and parents of fallen police officers.
These people selflessly work to provide
resources to people like them: families
who have also experienced the pain of
losing their loved ones in the line of
duty. These volunteers help people
cope with tragedy and loss and are in-
credibly strong and inspiring members
of our communities.

Today, may we honor the valor and
commitment of our fallen heroes and
support those who are missing their
loved ones.
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CUTS TO SUPPLEMENTAL
NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 41
million Americans and over 1 million
North Carolinians’ ability to put food
on the table hangs in the balance this
week, as House Republicans push to
pass their farm bill with over $23 bil-
lion in cuts to the SNAP program.
These cuts, Mr. Speaker, quite frankly,
could mean food taken off of the table
of hungry children—that is no exag-
geration—seniors, and veterans.

Despite these benefits averaging only
$1.40 per person per meal, this program
is a lifeline for tens of millions of
Americans. It serves as an effective
tool for ensuring long-term health and
well-being, especially for wvulnerable
children.

The farm bill, as it is currently writ-
ten, includes detrimental changes to
SNAP that would make it harder for
many people to remain in the program.
Over 400,000 households nationwide,
and at least 133,000 individuals in North
Carolina, would lose SNAP benefits if
this legislation becomes law.

Even more disturbing is that my Re-
publican colleagues understand what
these cuts would do but remain unfazed
in their assault on these families.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“no’ on H.R. 2: too bad, too long
for our children.

——————

CONGRATULATING CENTRO MATER
CHILD CARE SERVICES

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate Centro
Mater on celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year.

This outstanding organization was
founded by Mother Margarita Miranda
Otero in 1968, with the goal of pro-
viding greatly needed childcare serv-
ices to newly exiled Cuban families in
Miami. Mother Otero succeeded and,
over the next five decades, Centro
Mater has grown and expanded its mis-
sion to provide quality healthcare and
services to disadvantaged children of
all backgrounds.

With centers in Little Havana and
Hialeah, Centro Mater offers a positive
and nurturing environment for over
1,200 underprivileged children. Centro
Mater’s staff also offers enriching and
educational social programs for the
parents of the students, such as
English classes and training work-
shops. These life-changing services em-
power children and their families with-
in our greater Miami community.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate everyone involved at Centro
Mater for all that they have accom-
plished in the past 50 years, and I
thank them for improving the lives of
SO0 many in my congressional district.
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REPRESENTING ARIZONA’S
EIGHTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

(Mrs. LESKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I want to
thank you and the Members of this dis-
tinguished body for welcoming me.
Representing the people of Arizona’s
Eighth Congressional District is truly
an honor, and I am eager to work with
you all to ensure that we accomplish
what my constituents sent me here to
do: secure our borders, strengthen our
military, and create a strong economy.

BEarlier today, I met with Mike and
Colleen Sutter from my district. Mike
and Colleen have been small-business
owners for over 27 years in Arizona.

Due to the recent tax cut package,
Mike and Colleen were able to give
across-the-board pay increases and bo-
nuses to their employees, including a
$3 an hour increase for hourly employ-
ees. The tax cuts have meant real dol-
lars getting into the pockets of Ameri-
cans and small businesses.

————

PUERTO RICO’S POWER MISSION

(Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico. Mr. Speaker, today I ask that
Federal support for Puerto Rico power
restoration must continue until full
completion. We still have 20,000 homes
without service on the island.

Last weekend, Representative
LAMALFA and I were visiting one of the
towns in Yabucoa. People are still
without power on the island, and this
Friday, May 18, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers and FEMA are going to be
leaving the island.

That is the reason that the current
electrical restoration mission through
FEMA and the Army Corps of Engi-
neers must continue, and the contracts
under it, without that expiration date.
That is the reason the alarming situa-
tion we are still living, just 16 days
away from the next hurricane season,
must be stopped.

I request FEMA and the Army Corps
of Engineers to extend the mission so
crews can remain on the job full-time
until all areas are restored. This is an
urgent situation on the island, and I
request that FEMA and the Army
Corps of Engineers deal with it.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in honor of
National Police Week. Tens of thou-
sands of law enforcement officers from
across the country are in Washington
in honor of National Police Week.
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Established by joint resolution of
Congress in 1962, National Police Week
pays special recognition to those law
enforcement officers who have lost
their lives in the line of duty for the
safety and the protection of others.

National Police Week is a collabo-
rative effort of many organizations
dedicated to honoring America’s law
enforcement community. It is also a
time where we pause to remember offi-
cers who have made the ultimate sac-
rifice and lost their lives in the line of
duty protecting and serving others.

This week honors the men and
women in blue who gave everything to
protect their country and their com-
munities. Our officers put on their uni-
form each day knowing that they can
be in harm’s way at any moment.

Mr. Speaker, I say thank you to all
of our officers who answer the call to
serve, and I wish each and every officer
a happy National Police Week.

———

NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE
WEEK

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, in addi-
tion to National Police Week, it is also
National Infrastructure Week.

Currently, much of our Nation’s in-
frastructure is in disrepair. Dilapidated
roads, crumbling bridges, and battered
levees and dams litter the country
from coast to coast.

In large rural areas like my district
in northern California, the infrastruc-
ture gap is even more exaggerated,
where funding is even more difficult to
come by, as it is in all rural areas of
the U.S. We have to stretch every dol-
lar as far as possible. It is not enough
to simply put more money into the sys-
tem, but to make those dollars more
effective.

Currently, local counties must jump
through multiple, duplicative regu-
latory hoops from both the State and
Federal Government. That only wastes
time and money, and it makes no
sense.

We have seen that local agencies
have proven to be far more effective
than their Federal counterparts. That
is why we have to streamline the per-
mitting process to allow States more
authority to conduct environmental re-
views on their own and reduce the reg-
ulatory burden.

The President’s MOU to have ‘‘one
Federal decision’ policy, one-stop
shopping, and, indeed, one lead agency
will streamline that vastly and help us
get our highways done and our levee
projects, multiple things that need to
be done to make us safer and more eco-
nomically sound—basic bipartisan re-
forms that will make sense for the
American people in a timely manner.
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RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE, SPACE,
AND TECHNOLOGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
IssA) laid before the House the fol-
lowing resignation as a member of the
Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 16, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Due to my election
to the House Committee on Education and
the Workforce, this letter is to inform you of
my resignation from the House Committee
on Science, Space, and Technology.

Sincerely,
JIM BANKS,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

——————

RESIGNATIONS AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SE-
CURITY AND COMMITTEE ON
VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tions as a member of the Committee on
Homeland Security and Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 16, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Due to my election
to the House Committee on Appropriations, I
write to inform you that I resign my seats on
the House Committee on Homeland Security
and Committee on Veterans Affairs.

Sincerely,
JOHN H. RUTHERFORD,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignations are accept-
ed.

There was no objection.

————

RESIGNATIONS AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AF-
FAIRS AND COMMITTEE ON
ARMED SERVICES

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tions as a member of the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs and Committee on
Armed Services:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 16, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Due to my appoint-
ment to the Committee on Ways and Means,
I hereby resign my seats on the House Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs and the House
Committee on Armed Services. I want to
thank you for the honor and the opportunity
to serve on Ways and Means.

Let me also take this opportunity express
my appreciation for the opportunity to serve
on the Veterans Affairs’ Committee and the
Armed Services Committee. It has been an
honor to serve those committees, to work on
behalf of our nation’s veterans and our men
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