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education is the key to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.

Sixty-four years ago, the end of legal
segregation in public schools recog-
nized that inherent value as well. I
honor the courage of those students
who brought about that change.

———

FIXING AMERICA’S
INFRASTRUCTURE

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans depend on good roads and bridges
to get to work every day and to take
care of their families. Good infrastruc-
ture drives our economy.

Americans depend on water systems
to provide clean and safe drinkable
water. But in this country, we have
failed to make the necessary invest-
ments in water infrastructure, in roads
and bridges, in essential infrastructure
that is important to drive our econ-
omy.

I will work with anyone on any side
of the question on both sides of the
aisle to make sure that we invest in
America’s infrastructure. It is what we
need to do to grow our economy, but,
unfortunately, what the President has
suggested really puts the burden on
State and local governments, commu-
nities like the ones I represent. My
own hometown of Flint, for example, if
they had the money to put into their
water system to prevent the disaster
that occurred, they long ago would
have done this. We need—our commu-
nities need a strong Federal partner.

And the Democrats, we offer A Better
Deal. We have a plan to rebuild Amer-
ica’s infrastructure. This is what the
Congress ought to be doing. We ought
not wait for the President to offer his
suggestion. We should do the work our-
selves. It is long overdue.

——

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to welcome all the law en-
forcement officers and their families
who have come here to Washington in
honor of National Police Week. You
know, there is a saying in the law en-
forcement community: ‘“In this family,
nobody fights alone.”

When an officer goes down, the whole
force feels the loss and carries that
burden. It is so moving to see that spir-
it of solidarity right here in Wash-
ington on display this week. This year,
the names of 360 fallen officers have
been added to our National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial, including
four from the State of Wisconsin.

One of them is Detective Jason
Weiland of the Everest Metropolitan
Police Department. He was shot and
killed in the line of duty last March.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

His daughter Anna, 10 years old, spoke
at his memorial service. She said: ‘“All
of the amazing people in the world will
always outnumber the criminals.”

Those words resonated so much that
Anna’s teacher helped her start a group
called Be Amazing. They honor her
dad’s memory by doing community
service projects. Now, how inspiring is
that?

Another Wisconsin story I want to
share is that of Officer Brian Murphy
of the Ashwaubenon Police Depart-
ment. Last July, Officer Murphy was
hit by a drunk driver on Interstate 41.
He sustained a number of life-threat-
ening injuries. Yet, just weeks later, he
left the hospital able to stand on his
own, surrounded by his family and fel-
low officers. It probably comes as no
surprise to you to hear that he is back
on the job. This week, Officer Murphy
said that the decision to return to
work was not difficult at all. It is
about a ‘‘good sense of purpose,” he
said.

We have seen this resilience and this
devotion of duty right here in the
United States Capitol. I don’t think I
will ever tire of seeing Agents David
Bailey and Crystal Griner back at their
posts.

As Speaker, I have had the chance to
work very closely with the dedicated
professionals at the U.S. Capitol Po-
lice. It has been an incredible honor—it
truly has.

Mr. Speaker, I know this is a very
challenging time for law enforcement.
If there is one thing that we have come
to recognize, it is that we must not
take any of this for granted—whether
it is the dangers of the men and women
who wear the uniform and wear the
badge face, or the sacrifices that their
families make, all the long nights, all
the holidays that they do not get to
spend together. We must not take any
of it for granted. It is where our safety
comes from each and every single day.

We should consider it a privilege to
serve those who serve and protect us.
To all the cops on the beat and to all
your loved omes: You do not fight
alone. We are with you. We are behind
you always, every day. Thank you, and
God bless you.

———

REFORM THE PHARMACEUTICAL
INDUSTRY

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, when it
comes to affordable healthcare and pre-
scription drugs, President Trump and
the Republicans are forcing the Amer-
ican people to swallow a raw deal.

They have voted to dismantle protec-
tions for preexisting conditions. They
have voted to raise out-of-pocket ex-
penses. They have voted to take away
health coverage from 23 million Ameri-
cans. And they gave billions of dollars
in tax breaks to pharmaceutical com-
panies and other healthcare organiza-
tions. Last week, President Trump out-
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lined his plan to further line the pock-
ets of big drug companies and their
CEOs.

Democrats have A Better Deal. Our
plan will fundamentally reform the
pharmaceutical industry, will put gov-
ernment on the side of consumers and
middle class families—not giant cor-
porations—by cracking down on out-
rageous prescription drug price in-
creases, allowing Medicare to negotiate
lower prices for drugs, and requiring
drug manufacturers to publicly release
hard data justifying any significant
price increase.

This is the kind of deal the American
people deserve: A Better Deal that will
produce higher wages, lower costs, and
the tools to succeed in the 21st cen-
tury—not the raw deal that the Presi-
dent and the Republicans are offering
on prescription drugs.

———

AMBASSADOR HALEY SPEAKS AT
U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, at an emergency
session of the U.N. Security Council,
Ambassador Nikki Haley spoke truth-
fully about the horrific Hamas ter-
rorist attacks in Gaza over many years
by tunnel and firebombs using human
shields financed by Iran.

Ambassador Haley explained, as our
President said: ‘“The location of our
Embassy has no bearing on the specific
boundaries of Israeli sovereignty in Je-
rusalem or the resolution of contested
borders. . . . It does not undermine the
prospects for peace in any way.”’

“But let’s remember that the Hamas
terrorist organization has been inciting
violence for years, long before the
United States decided to move our Em-
bassy,” Ambassador Haley said. ‘‘“This
is what is endangering the people of
Gaza. Make no mistake: Hamas is
pleased with the results of yesterday.”

The real story I saw in The Jeru-
salem Post is ‘‘Promises Made, Prom-
ises Kept,” not the fake news of Hamas
sympathizers.

In addition, last night, at the Wil-
lard, I was grateful to attend the Inter-
national Republican Institute dinner
led by President Daniel Twining where
Ambassador Nikki Haley was honored
with Secretary James Mattis to receive
the Freedom Award.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

RETURN TO DISCUSSION ON THE
FARM BILL

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in opposition to the
farm bill and the Republican major-
ity’s scorched earth and irresponsible
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approach to a historically bipartisan
bill.

Throughout this Congress, the Re-
publican majority has cast aside bipar-
tisan efforts by keeping Democrats out
of negotiations. The farm bill is no dif-
ferent.

From sabotaging the Affordable Care
Act to giving wealthy families and cor-
porations a tax break at the cost of
hardworking families, to make deep
cuts to the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, SNAP, this bill is on
a dangerous path. We need to return to
bipartisan discussion that made the
farm bill a win-win for both urban and
rural communities.

If this bipartisan bill becomes law,
roughly 265,000 low-income children
will lose access to free school meals,
and more than 1 million Americans
will no longer receive a benefit they
rely on to buy food. We can do better
because America’s farmers and chil-
dren deserve better.

We have a farm bill every 5 years. Is
it worth kicking children and families
off SNAP? No, Mr. Speaker.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of National Police
Week to honor the heroes who dedicate
their lives to keep our communities
safe and secure.

Montana’s courageous law enforce-
ment officers are the epitome of self-
less public service. Yesterday marked
the 37th annual National Peace Offi-
cers’ Memorial Service. It is only fit-
ting that I honor one of Montana’s fall-
en heroes.

One year ago today, Broadwater
County sheriff’s deputy, Mason Moore,
made the ultimate sacrifice in the line
of duty. A routine traffic stop turned
into a pursuit of two violent suspects
who callously took Deputy Moore’s
life.

Deputy Moore was a dedicated hus-
band and father of three, including
twin teenage boys. His sacrifice to keep
his community safe will not be forgot-
ten.

Today, Mr. Speaker, I honor the law
enforcement community in Montana
during National Police Week for their
dedication, service, and sacrifice. I am
grateful for those in uniform who serve
and protect our communities and pray
for their safety.

———
O 1215
GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT CENTER

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, every
week, we seem to learn more about the
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sophisticated network of social media
bots and online ads used by Russia to
spread disinformation during the 2016
election. But, as we approach our next
election, the Trump administration re-
fuses to see the very real threats or
take the very necessary actions.

Earlier this year, we learned the of-
fice tasked with countering foreign
propaganda, the Global Engagement
Center, the GEC, at the State Depart-
ment had not deployed any of the $120
million it had been allocated to
counter Russian information warfare,
nor had it recruited a single analyst
who speaks Russian.

Mr. Speaker, the administration
needs to take this threat seriously and
act with appropriate urgency. That is
why I have introduced legislation with
my colleague, TED LIEU, to clarify re-
sponsibilities for the GEC, expand its
hiring authorities, and establish
stronger congressional oversight. The
GEC has a crucial role to play, under-
standing, exposing, and countering for-
eign propaganda and disinformation ef-
forts.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
join us on this legislation to ensure we
are better prepared to counter all ef-
forts to interfere in our electoral proc-
ess.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today during National Police
Week to remember all members of law
enforcement who have given their lives
to protect and serve others.

The National Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Memorial here in Washington,
D.C., displays the names of law en-
forcement officers who have fallen in
the line of duty, dating back to 1791.

One of the names added this year was
Lieutenant Aaron Allan of the
Southport Police Department, the first
police officer from the Department to
be killed in the line of duty. When re-
sponding to an overturned vehicle last
summer, Lieutenant Allan was shot
and killed by the driver of the vehicle
he was trying to assist.

Sadly, we already know an officer
who will also be listed in the memorial
next year with Lieutenant Allan’s
name: Boone County Sheriff’s Deputy
Jacob Pickett.

Last night, I joined members of the
Indiana Concerns of Police Survivors,
COPS, who are the spouses, children,
and parents of fallen police officers.
These people selflessly work to provide
resources to people like them: families
who have also experienced the pain of
losing their loved ones in the line of
duty. These volunteers help people
cope with tragedy and loss and are in-
credibly strong and inspiring members
of our communities.

Today, may we honor the valor and
commitment of our fallen heroes and
support those who are missing their
loved ones.
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CUTS TO SUPPLEMENTAL
NUTRITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 41
million Americans and over 1 million
North Carolinians’ ability to put food
on the table hangs in the balance this
week, as House Republicans push to
pass their farm bill with over $23 bil-
lion in cuts to the SNAP program.
These cuts, Mr. Speaker, quite frankly,
could mean food taken off of the table
of hungry children—that is no exag-
geration—seniors, and veterans.

Despite these benefits averaging only
$1.40 per person per meal, this program
is a lifeline for tens of millions of
Americans. It serves as an effective
tool for ensuring long-term health and
well-being, especially for wvulnerable
children.

The farm bill, as it is currently writ-
ten, includes detrimental changes to
SNAP that would make it harder for
many people to remain in the program.
Over 400,000 households nationwide,
and at least 133,000 individuals in North
Carolina, would lose SNAP benefits if
this legislation becomes law.

Even more disturbing is that my Re-
publican colleagues understand what
these cuts would do but remain unfazed
in their assault on these families.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
vote ‘“no’ on H.R. 2: too bad, too long
for our children.

——————

CONGRATULATING CENTRO MATER
CHILD CARE SERVICES

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate Centro
Mater on celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year.

This outstanding organization was
founded by Mother Margarita Miranda
Otero in 1968, with the goal of pro-
viding greatly needed childcare serv-
ices to newly exiled Cuban families in
Miami. Mother Otero succeeded and,
over the next five decades, Centro
Mater has grown and expanded its mis-
sion to provide quality healthcare and
services to disadvantaged children of
all backgrounds.

With centers in Little Havana and
Hialeah, Centro Mater offers a positive
and nurturing environment for over
1,200 underprivileged children. Centro
Mater’s staff also offers enriching and
educational social programs for the
parents of the students, such as
English classes and training work-
shops. These life-changing services em-
power children and their families with-
in our greater Miami community.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate everyone involved at Centro
Mater for all that they have accom-
plished in the past 50 years, and I
thank them for improving the lives of
SO0 many in my congressional district.
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