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Historically Black College Texas
Southern University, the Lone Star
Community College, what an amazing
group of graduates. There were large
numbers of people who are adults and
veterans, and students who were what
we call early college graduating. And
then, of course, to the system, the
Houston Community College, I spoke
there.

It looks like I was going to gradua-
tions and celebrating with their fami-
lies. That was good.

Mr. Speaker, they were diverse, all
backgrounds, religions. That is what
Houston is all about.

At the same time, I visited with and
had a press conference with a collec-
tive body of humanitarians, Sister
Rogers, a Catholic Sister, and many
others, about the unfortunate -cir-
cumstances of where we are with the
Dreamers and why we haven’t ad-
dressed that question and why would
Dreamers, who need to be statused,
who are lawyers and doctors, and some
are serving in public service—we had a
paramedic standing with us—why we
can’t get them statused. Why can’t the
Nation do what is right? Why can’t the
President stand up and work with us
and sign the bill?

And then I indicated that I am going
to introduce the restatusing of TPS
statused persons, some who have been
here for 20 years with mortgages and
people in college, young people in col-
lege, and to status them for 2 years to
allow the Congress to fix it and that
their status be tied to the laws and re-
quirements that they be in sync with
those who would get citizenship so
they would not be, if you will, awry of
the law, that they would be in step
with the law, as most of these families
are from El Salvador, Honduras, and
Haiti, and beyond.

And then I went to stand with moth-
ers at public housing and indicated to
them that it is long overdue in all of
our communities that we introduce an
infrastructure bill of $150 billion to fix
our public housing. Because as I was
standing with these mothers at Cuney
Homes, their air conditioning was out.

But we stood there the day before
Mother’s Day to salute them and say
they deserve to live in quality housing.
They are raising their children. Some
of their children go off to the United
States military.

Finally, I think it is important to ac-
knowledge, Mr. Speaker, maybe this is
a confused statement by the adminis-
tration, but I have to speak against,
and these are my friends, we want to
work internationally—I was here for
the permanent trade agreement that
was done with China—but it is impor-
tant to know that our economy is
based on innovation. Why would the
administration support the Chinese
firm of ZTE that our intelligence com-
munity has taken note that they have
interfered with our innovation and our
technology and suggest that he wants
the Chinese workers to have their jobs
again?
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I certainly want the best for any
country, but I do know it is important
to restore the jobs of the American
people, and there are many call center
American companies that would make
a great infusion of energy and dollars
in various communities across the Na-
tion.

It is important to note that the
House Intelligence Committee report
of 2012 indicated and concluded that
ZTE cannot be trusted to be free of for-
eign state influence and thus poses a
security threat to the United States
and our systems.

Well, it is odd that this President,
who has put extensive sanctions on
Iran and North Korea, is now willing to
overlook a House Intelligence report
indicating, of course, that ZTE cannot
be trusted.

So I started, Mr. Speaker, by con-
gratulating my graduates, but I indi-
cated throughout that I am baffled by
these policies of the administration,
but I do say that I have a faith in this
institution, and I ask my colleagues:
Stand with me on the restoration of a
2-year status for TPS so we can get it
right. Let us not separate mothers
from their children in the immigration
structure, and let’s pass a Dreamers
bill, and let’s work to introduce fund-
ing for our public housing that exists
and that mothers are living in across
America.

Mr. Speaker, your Kindness is appre-
ciated.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 59
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———
PRAYER

Dr. Ted Kitchens, Christ Chapel Bible
Church, Fort Worth, Texas, offered the
following prayer:

Father, we praise You for allowing us
to be the land of the free and the home
of the brave. We embrace the truth
that we are all created in Your image.
We all have value and purpose in this
life and in this country because of Your
love for us.

Your Word says: The foundation of
prosperity is righteousness and that
“when righteousness increases, the
people prosper and rejoice.”” Would You
cause personal and national righteous-
ness to be our banner and our vision,
that we might know your good favor
across our great country.

Father, this House has business to do
for ‘“‘we the people” today, and I pray
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that all transactions that take place in
these halls today would be made with
spiritual wisdom resulting in the best
for all.

I pray in the name of the giver of all
grace and good favor, Jesus.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I
demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. CICILLINE led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

RECOGNIZING THE 64TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BROWN V. BOARD OF
EDUCATION

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I am hon-
ored to stand before you to recognize
the 64th anniversary of the Supreme
Court’s landmark decision in Brown v.
Board of Education. Because of the re-
lentless courage of Linda Brown, her
parents, and civil rights leaders, the
abhorrent segregationist policy of
‘“‘separate but equal” education came
to an end.

As a result, millions of children were
afforded the educational opportunities
they deserve and their rightful shot at
a successful life.

Mr. Speaker, as an educator, as a
lifelong learner, as chair of the Com-
mittee on Education and the Work-
force, I believe with all my heart that
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education is the key to life, liberty,
and the pursuit of happiness.

Sixty-four years ago, the end of legal
segregation in public schools recog-
nized that inherent value as well. I
honor the courage of those students
who brought about that change.

———

FIXING AMERICA’S
INFRASTRUCTURE

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, Ameri-
cans depend on good roads and bridges
to get to work every day and to take
care of their families. Good infrastruc-
ture drives our economy.

Americans depend on water systems
to provide clean and safe drinkable
water. But in this country, we have
failed to make the necessary invest-
ments in water infrastructure, in roads
and bridges, in essential infrastructure
that is important to drive our econ-
omy.

I will work with anyone on any side
of the question on both sides of the
aisle to make sure that we invest in
America’s infrastructure. It is what we
need to do to grow our economy, but,
unfortunately, what the President has
suggested really puts the burden on
State and local governments, commu-
nities like the ones I represent. My
own hometown of Flint, for example, if
they had the money to put into their
water system to prevent the disaster
that occurred, they long ago would
have done this. We need—our commu-
nities need a strong Federal partner.

And the Democrats, we offer A Better
Deal. We have a plan to rebuild Amer-
ica’s infrastructure. This is what the
Congress ought to be doing. We ought
not wait for the President to offer his
suggestion. We should do the work our-
selves. It is long overdue.

——

IN HONOR OF NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to welcome all the law en-
forcement officers and their families
who have come here to Washington in
honor of National Police Week. You
know, there is a saying in the law en-
forcement community: ‘“In this family,
nobody fights alone.”

When an officer goes down, the whole
force feels the loss and carries that
burden. It is so moving to see that spir-
it of solidarity right here in Wash-
ington on display this week. This year,
the names of 360 fallen officers have
been added to our National Law En-
forcement Officers Memorial, including
four from the State of Wisconsin.

One of them is Detective Jason
Weiland of the Everest Metropolitan
Police Department. He was shot and
killed in the line of duty last March.
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His daughter Anna, 10 years old, spoke
at his memorial service. She said: ‘“All
of the amazing people in the world will
always outnumber the criminals.”

Those words resonated so much that
Anna’s teacher helped her start a group
called Be Amazing. They honor her
dad’s memory by doing community
service projects. Now, how inspiring is
that?

Another Wisconsin story I want to
share is that of Officer Brian Murphy
of the Ashwaubenon Police Depart-
ment. Last July, Officer Murphy was
hit by a drunk driver on Interstate 41.
He sustained a number of life-threat-
ening injuries. Yet, just weeks later, he
left the hospital able to stand on his
own, surrounded by his family and fel-
low officers. It probably comes as no
surprise to you to hear that he is back
on the job. This week, Officer Murphy
said that the decision to return to
work was not difficult at all. It is
about a ‘‘good sense of purpose,” he
said.

We have seen this resilience and this
devotion of duty right here in the
United States Capitol. I don’t think I
will ever tire of seeing Agents David
Bailey and Crystal Griner back at their
posts.

As Speaker, I have had the chance to
work very closely with the dedicated
professionals at the U.S. Capitol Po-
lice. It has been an incredible honor—it
truly has.

Mr. Speaker, I know this is a very
challenging time for law enforcement.
If there is one thing that we have come
to recognize, it is that we must not
take any of this for granted—whether
it is the dangers of the men and women
who wear the uniform and wear the
badge face, or the sacrifices that their
families make, all the long nights, all
the holidays that they do not get to
spend together. We must not take any
of it for granted. It is where our safety
comes from each and every single day.

We should consider it a privilege to
serve those who serve and protect us.
To all the cops on the beat and to all
your loved omes: You do not fight
alone. We are with you. We are behind
you always, every day. Thank you, and
God bless you.

———

REFORM THE PHARMACEUTICAL
INDUSTRY

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, when it
comes to affordable healthcare and pre-
scription drugs, President Trump and
the Republicans are forcing the Amer-
ican people to swallow a raw deal.

They have voted to dismantle protec-
tions for preexisting conditions. They
have voted to raise out-of-pocket ex-
penses. They have voted to take away
health coverage from 23 million Ameri-
cans. And they gave billions of dollars
in tax breaks to pharmaceutical com-
panies and other healthcare organiza-
tions. Last week, President Trump out-
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lined his plan to further line the pock-
ets of big drug companies and their
CEOs.

Democrats have A Better Deal. Our
plan will fundamentally reform the
pharmaceutical industry, will put gov-
ernment on the side of consumers and
middle class families—not giant cor-
porations—by cracking down on out-
rageous prescription drug price in-
creases, allowing Medicare to negotiate
lower prices for drugs, and requiring
drug manufacturers to publicly release
hard data justifying any significant
price increase.

This is the kind of deal the American
people deserve: A Better Deal that will
produce higher wages, lower costs, and
the tools to succeed in the 21st cen-
tury—not the raw deal that the Presi-
dent and the Republicans are offering
on prescription drugs.

———

AMBASSADOR HALEY SPEAKS AT
U.N. SECURITY COUNCIL

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday, at an emergency
session of the U.N. Security Council,
Ambassador Nikki Haley spoke truth-
fully about the horrific Hamas ter-
rorist attacks in Gaza over many years
by tunnel and firebombs using human
shields financed by Iran.

Ambassador Haley explained, as our
President said: ‘“The location of our
Embassy has no bearing on the specific
boundaries of Israeli sovereignty in Je-
rusalem or the resolution of contested
borders. . . . It does not undermine the
prospects for peace in any way.”’

“But let’s remember that the Hamas
terrorist organization has been inciting
violence for years, long before the
United States decided to move our Em-
bassy,” Ambassador Haley said. ‘‘“This
is what is endangering the people of
Gaza. Make no mistake: Hamas is
pleased with the results of yesterday.”

The real story I saw in The Jeru-
salem Post is ‘‘Promises Made, Prom-
ises Kept,” not the fake news of Hamas
sympathizers.

In addition, last night, at the Wil-
lard, I was grateful to attend the Inter-
national Republican Institute dinner
led by President Daniel Twining where
Ambassador Nikki Haley was honored
with Secretary James Mattis to receive
the Freedom Award.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

———

RETURN TO DISCUSSION ON THE
FARM BILL

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I rise in opposition to the
farm bill and the Republican major-
ity’s scorched earth and irresponsible
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