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on the conference committee. Finally, to 
memorialize our understanding, I would be 
pleased to include your letter and this re-
sponse in the Congressional Record when the 
bill is considered by the House. 

Thank you for your response and coopera-
tion. I look forward to further opportunities 
to work with you this Congress. 

Sincerely, 
ROB BISHOP, 

Chairman. 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
urge my colleagues to support this bill, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, S. 35. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

OREGON TRIBAL ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT ACT 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (S. 1285) to allow the Confederated 
Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and 
Siuslaw Indians, the Confederated 
Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community 
of Oregon, the Confederated Tribes of 
Siletz Indians of Oregon, the Confed-
erated Tribes of Warm Springs, the 
Cow Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of In-
dians, the Klamath Tribes, and the 
Burns Paiute Tribes to lease or trans-
fer certain lands. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 1285 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Oregon Trib-
al Economic Development Act’’. 
SEC. 2. APPROVAL NOT REQUIRED TO VALIDATE 

LAND TRANSACTIONS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 

other provision of law, without further ap-
proval, ratification, or authorization by the 
United States, the Confederated Tribes of 
Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians, 
the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde 
Community of Oregon, the Confederated 
Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon, the Con-
federated Tribes of Warm Springs, the Cow 
Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians, the 
Klamath Tribes, and the Burns Paiute Tribes 
may lease, sell, convey, warrant, or other-
wise transfer all or any part of its interests 
in any real property that is not held in trust 
by the United States for the benefit of such 
tribe. 

(b) TRUST LAND NOT AFFECTED.—Nothing 
in this section shall— 

(1) authorize the Confederated Tribes of 
Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians, 

the Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde 
Community of Oregon, the Confederated 
Tribes of Siletz Indians of Oregon, the Con-
federated Tribes of Warm Springs, the Cow 
Creek Band of Umpqua Tribe of Indians, the 
Klamath Tribes, and the Burns Paiute Tribes 
to lease, sell, convey, warrant, or otherwise 
transfer all or any part of an interest in any 
real property that is held in trust by the 
United States for the benefit of such tribe; or 

(2) affect the operation of any law gov-
erning leasing, selling, conveying, war-
ranting, or otherwise transferring any inter-
est in such trust land. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. SOTO) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to 
speak to this particular piece of legis-
lation. 

This bill will clarify that five recog-
nized tribes in the State of Oregon may 
buy, sell, lease, or otherwise convey 
land that they own in fee without ap-
proval from the Federal Government. 

Some of the earliest laws passed by 
Congress after the ratification of the 
Constitution reserves to the United 
States the exclusive right to acquire 
Indian lands. These laws are commonly 
called the Trade and Intercourse Acts. 

The acts were meant to protect In-
dian tribes by preventing the loss of 
their lands, except by treaty. It does so 
by preventing the transfer, sale, lease, 
or other conveyance of land owned by 
an Indian tribe to third parties without 
Federal approval. 

This bill, S. 1285, would clarify that 
the five tribes named in this bill may 
do this job without Federal review or 
approval. 

The bill benefits other tribes in a 
similar fashion were also considered by 
the Natural Resources Committee and 
enacted into law during the 106th, 
113th, and 114th Congresses as well. 
This particular bill, which passed by 
unanimous consent in December, truly 
shows that despite what some Members 
are quoted as saying in the press, the 
Natural Resources Committee is, in 
fact, still a productive committee after 
all. 

In fact, we have been the most active 
House committee next to the Rules 
Committee. We have already marked 
up 147 bills and reported out 114 of 
these bills. No other committee has 
reached the 100 mark. I guess that is a 
plus. If it is, then we did it. The House 

has passed 92 of these bills, and 23 have 
been signed into law. We hope to 
change that to 93 and 24 respectively. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

First, I want to congratulate the 
chairman on having a productive com-
mittee. I appreciate that one of those 
bills was from our own office. We will 
keep them coming, hopefully. 

Back to the bill at hand. Almost 200 
years ago, the Indian Nonintercourse 
Act was enacted with the intention of 
protecting Indian tribes by preventing 
the loss of their lands. It does so by 
preventing the transfer, sale, lease, or 
other conveyance of any land owned by 
an Indian tribe to third parties without 
Federal approval. This prohibition ap-
plies to both trust and tribally owned 
fee lands. 

Although a number of laws have been 
passed over the centuries that effec-
tively supersede the Nonintercourse 
Act, the actual act has never been re-
pealed. Therefore, relief from the act is 
sometimes necessary so that a tribe 
may manage their fee lands efficiently 
and put them to productive use. 

This is what S. 1285 would do. It 
clarifies that these seven Oregon tribes 
have the authority to lease, sell, con-
vey, warrant, or otherwise transfer 
their tribally owned fee lands without 
approval from the Federal Govern-
ment. The bill also clarifies that this 
authority does not apply to trust lands. 
Congress has previously enacted simi-
lar laws for other Indian tribes, so this 
measure is not unprecedented. 

In closing, I want to thank our col-
league from Oregon, Congressman 
PETER DEFAZIO, for his sponsorship of 
the House version of this bill and his 
leadership on this issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this bill. I have 
no other speakers, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. DeFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of S. 1285, the Senate companion to my bi-
partisan bill, H.R. 3225, the Oregon Tribal 
Economic Development Act. 

Last year a federally-recognized tribe in my 
District, the Confederated Tribes of the Coos, 
Lower Umpqua and Siuslaw, alerted me that it 
was unable to obtain a commercial mortgage 
to purchase a storage unit facility. 

A local financial institution was concerned 
that under the arcane Indian Non-Intercourse 
Act (INIA), it was afraid it would not be able 
to repossess the property should the tribe be 
unable to make mortgage payments. 

Many of my colleagues are not familiar with 
the INIA, with good reason. The law is over 
180 years old, and prohibits a tribe from buy-
ing, selling or leasing land. Under the law, 
Congress, not the Bureau of Indian Affairs, is 
required to approve every potential trans-
action. 

Typically, the INIA has not prevented tribes 
from buying, selling or leasing land. However, 
some financial institutions, as in the case in 
my District, have interpreted it to mean that 
Congress act. 
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Over the years, Congress has appropriately 

passed laws excluding individual tribes from 
the INIA. First, the INIA is completely unwork-
able. Congress has a hard enough time pass-
ing legislation, for better or worse, that affects 
thousands or millions of Americans. It is not 
remotely possible we could pass a law every 
time a tribe requests to buy, sell or lease 
property. 

Additionally, the INIA is a road block to a 
tribe’s economic development. For hundreds 
of years, terrible federal Indian policy deci-
mated tribes through displacement, disease, 
and discrimination. In my District, the INIA 
made it impossible for the Tribe to function as 
the sovereign nation it is to benefit its mem-
bers. S. 1285 would clarify that INIA does not 
apply to five Oregon tribes, and only in the 
case of fee land. Land held in trust is not af-
fected by this bill. It is bipartisan, and does not 
cost the government a dime. 

It is past time to ensure Oregon tribes are 
allowed to engage in real property trans-
actions without the threat of a 180 year-old 
law standing in the way. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, S. 1285. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1730 

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
MUSEUM EXHIBITS ACT 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1417) to amend the National 
Law Enforcement Museum Act to allow 
the Museum to acquire, receive, pos-
sess, collect, ship, transport, import, 
and display firearms, and for other pur-
poses. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1417 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Law Enforcement Museum Exhibits Act’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORITY OF NATIONAL LAW ENFORCE-

MENT MUSEUM TO ACQUIRE, RE-
CEIVE, POSSESS, COLLECT, SHIP, 
TRANSPORT, IMPORT, AND DISPLAY 
FIREARMS. 

The National Law Enforcement Museum 
Act (Public Law 106–492) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 5. AUTHORITY OF MUSEUM TO ACQUIRE, 

RECEIVE, POSSESS, COLLECT, SHIP, 
TRANSPORT, IMPORT, AND DISPLAY 
FIREARMS. 

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of Federal law, or any law or 
any rule or regulations of a State or any po-
litical subdivision thereof, the Museum may 
acquire, receive, possess, collect, ship, trans-
port, import, and display firearms (as de-
fined in section 921(a)(3) of title 18, United 
States Code, or section 5845(a) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986) in fulfilling the pur-
poses of the Museum. 

‘‘(b) DEFINITION OF STATE.—In subsection 
(a), the term ‘State’ means the several 
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto 
Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, 
Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands, American Samoa, and the 
possessions of the United States.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. SOTO) each will con-
trol 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr. 
YOUNG), the dean of Congress, if he has 
been able to catch his breath, having 
cut this as close as is possible. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, 
this is sort of like ice breaking up: 
right on the pin of the point, you actu-
ally win. And I thank the gentleman 
for waiting for me. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1417 is a simple, 
straightforward bill that will treat the 
National Law Enforcement Museum as 
if it were a Federal museum for pur-
poses of obtaining, transferring, and 
displaying certain classes of firearms. 

The National Law Enforcement Mu-
seum is scheduled to open this fall. It 
was authorized by an act of Congress 
and is being built on Federal property. 
The museum is dedicated to telling the 
story of American law enforcement by 
providing visitors a ‘‘walk in the 
shoes’’ experience. The museum is 
working to expand and enrich the rela-
tionship shared by law enforcement 
and the community through the muse-
um’s educational journeys, immersive 
exhibitions, and insightful programs. 

The National Law Enforcement Mu-
seum was created to provide visitors 
with an opportunity to ‘‘walk in the 
shoes’’ of law enforcement, giving them 
a behind-the-scenes look and allowing 
them to gain historical perspective on 
how law enforcement has helped shape 
our society and culture. Through fun, 
immersive, and educational exhibits 
such as Take the Case, 911 Emergency 
Ops, and the Training Simulator, visi-
tors will gain a sense of what it takes 
to be a law enforcement professional. 

These interactive experiences will 
give visitors a firsthand look into al-
most every facet of law enforcement, 
while they learn about the day-to-day 
complexities of safeguarding our com-
munities. Visitors will also be able to 
experience the personal side of law en-
forcement through real-life stories of 
the men and women behind the badge, 
told throughout the museum, and gain 

a greater appreciation for those who 
have in fact made the ultimate sac-
rifice to keep peace within our commu-
nities, especially in the great Hall of 
Remembrance: law enforcement offi-
cers. 

Mr. Speaker, may I say that a lot of 
times in the modern day media I hear 
the term ‘‘cop,’’ I hear that something 
is wrong. People respect our law en-
forcement officers and what they face 
every day, especially with the national 
media and the pressures they have with 
them constantly exposing them as the 
bad guys. I really believe if we didn’t 
have them, we would really be in trou-
ble. 

This is a simple bill that takes care 
of a problem, and I hope we can pass it 
unanimously. 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

H.R. 1417 will allow the National Law 
Enforcement Museum to display fire-
arms associated with the history of law 
enforcement in the United States. This 
bill was developed in cooperation with 
the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, and 
Firearms to ensure that the museum is 
authorized to display these items with-
out jeopardizing public safety. 

The National Law Enforcement En-
forcement Museum was authorized by 
Congress in 2000, and is scheduled to 
open in Washington, D.C., later this 
year. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in honoring the brave men and 
women in uniform who keep us safe 
every day by supporting this bill, and I 
share Congressman YOUNG’s concern 
about making sure that we are hon-
oring our fellow law enforcement offi-
cers. 

It was just this past year that we lost 
several law enforcement officers from 
central Florida, including in my dis-
trict. On Sunday, I found myself going 
to the Law Enforcement Memorial to 
plant a rose next to the picture of one 
of our fallen officers, Lieutenant Clay-
ton, whom we lost this past year. She 
was also a dear friend of Congress-
woman DEMINGS. 

In addition, we lost Sergeant Howard 
and Officer Baxter of the Kissimmee 
Police Department, who were killed in 
the line of duty this past year. We also 
honor them. 

These are opportunities for us to re-
member that these officers put their 
lives on the line every day to make 
sure that we are safe. Sergeant How-
ard, Officer Baxter, and Lieutenant 
Clayton faced dangers, and we need to 
memorialize them. 

We also lost Deputy Norman Lewis 
from Orange County, as well, who 
served under Sheriff Jerry Demings, 
husband of Congresswoman DEMINGS. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

I am pleased to stand and support 
this bill, and I urge my colleagues to 
adopt it. 
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