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fund in there greater than what was
ever used in the history of the pro-
gram.

Mr. Speaker, what the real story here
is: Can you take money and give it
back to the taxpayers and save money,
or do you always have to spend more in
Washington? I think when the bill
comes to the floor, the American peo-
ple will get that answer.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman has mentioned numerous times
that I voted against some of the bills
that were offered on this floor, and he
is right. He tries to make it as if I
voted against the CHIP program. He
knows that is not an honest represen-
tation, Mr. Speaker, any more than the
chairman of the Armed Services Com-
mittee voting against one of those bills
with me being against defense.

I was against it, frankly, because the
Speaker and the majority leader made
a representation in September that we
are going to solve a problem we have
yet to solve. And I am sorry about
that. I think it is wrong not to have
solved it, and we were told we were
going to have a solution to it.

But the fact of the matter is, what I
am saying is, the Republicans talked
and talked mightily about deficit re-
duction and giving money back to the
taxpayer. But if you break their bank,
the money is going to be taken from
our children.

And so they passed a massive, $1.5
trillion tax bill, massive, and then they
come here with nickel-and-dime pro-
grams and say they are going to give
money back to the taxpayer.

I am for giving money back to the
taxpayer. I am not for doing it by cre-
ating additional debt for their children
and their grandchildren. I think that is
not only an intellectually bankrupt
policy, but an immoral policy. But we
are not going to resolve it today. I un-
derstand that.

I yield to the gentleman.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding.

The gentleman just said nickel-and-
dime programs. This will be the largest
rescission in the history of this coun-
try. It is not nickels and dimes. It is
the taxpayers’ money. If it is nickels
and dimes to the taxpayers, I want to
save those, just the same. But this is
billions.

The gentleman tries to make an ar-
gument that doesn’t hold. Mr. Speaker,
the gentleman argues that CHIP could
be in jeopardy. The CBO says that is
not true. The press writes that it is not
true. I cannot find anywhere that this
program would be harmed.

I listened to my friend on the other
side explain why he voted against CHIP
three times. His explanation is because
he said there was a promise on the
other side for some other bill to come
to the floor. I can take him at his
word, but my only question back to
him would be: Then why does he vote
for any bill? Shouldn’t he vote ‘“‘no’”’ on
every bill that is on the floor then, if
that is the protest?
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I don’t understand why he would take
it out on the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program. I don’t understand why,
when we had the opportunity and we
were able to achieve it, he voted ‘‘no”’
to get the longest extension in a dec-
ade.

Mr. Speaker, I know the American
public will see through what is politics
and what is policy and what is oppor-
tunity. Yes, we did pass a tax bill and,
unfortunately, it was just one side that
voted for it.

Yes, our unemployment is the lowest
it has been in more than 18 years. Our
unemployment claims are the lowest
they have been in 44 years. Two million
more people are now in the workforce.

If you go back, 9, 10 years, the par-
ticipation rate in America was over 65
percent. Unfortunately, just a few
years ago, it got all the way down to
62.7, the lowest it has been since 1978.
But the good news is, it is on its way
back up.

The good news is, Mr. Speaker, mil-
lions of Americans got bonuses where
they could fix their car, maybe buy
that new washing machine. The better
news is, Mr. Speaker, that the revenues
into government are even higher—part
of what the argument was on passing
the tax bill.

Mr. Speaker, it was even an excite-
ment to watch President Trump sitting
at Andrews Air Force Base watching
three Americans get off an airplane
that have been in prison in North
Korea, released on the hopes that the
war and the battle of North Korea
against South Korea can end, and that
the President has announced that he
has a location and time for that meet-
ing.

Yes, the world looks brighter. But
there are still places around the world
that are not safe. And, yes, we did
make an investment into the military
that I am very proud of. I actually
voted for that bill. People will say a lot
of people negotiated. Some that nego-
tiated didn’t vote for it in the end.

So, Mr. Speaker, I try to listen to the
other side and I take what they say
very seriously. When I heard in our last
colloquy that a rescission bill had to be
made on those funds that have sat
there for 1, 2, 3, and even 7 years, that
is what we did. And I look forward to
working on further bills in any depart-
ment that anyone in this body would
like to work on.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, this ad-
ministration will have the largest def-
icit increase of any administration in
history. They haven’t been here very
long, so that is a prediction I make,
and I am absolutely positive I am cor-
rect.

They are now trying to bring that
down, as I have said, by going after in-
vestments on the domestic side of the
budget, both in the farm bill and in the
rescission package. There are clearly
rescissions that are justified and that
the Appropriations Committee and ad-
ministrations have made on a regular
basis. When administrations have made
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them, almost invariably, the majority
of the rescissions requested by the ad-
ministrations—Democrat or Repub-
lican—have been rejected by the Con-
gress of the United States.

But I am hopeful, as the majority
leader says, that we can reach bipar-
tisan agreement on rescissions that, in
fact, make sense. I would also hope we
could reach some bipartisan agreement
on solving issues that confront this
country.

The farm bill is a perfect example
where it historically has been a bipar-
tisan bill, Mr. Speaker. It is a partisan
bill this year, as they made it the last
time when Chairman LUCAS reported
out a bipartisan bill and pleaded with
his party not to make it a partisan bill.
They made it a partisan bill and, of
course, it failed in the Senate. It
wasn’t even brought up in the Senate.
The Senate did its own bill.

So I would hope that the words of the
majority leader about wanting to work
in a bipartisan fashion will be realized
with respect to all of these issues, in-
cluding rescissions. And I would hope
that we could perhaps have some ra-
tional policies to try to stem the ex-
traordinary deficits that will inevi-
tably be caused, as they have been in
the past, by a tax cut bill that gave 83
percent of its benefits to the wealthiest
in our Nation.

Without further ado, Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

————

LETTER CARRIERS’ STAMP OUT
HUNGER FOOD DRIVE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today about an ex-
cellent event that will take place Sat-
urday in communities throughout the
Nation.

The 26th annual Letter Carriers’
Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive is the
country’s largest single-day food drive.
It is the brainchild of the National As-
sociation of Letter Carriers in response
to the need they saw every day on their
routes.

Letter carriers go into neighborhoods
in every town at least 6 days a week,
and they have a keen awareness of
their neighbors in need. After receiving
input from food banks and pantries,
the letter carriers determined that late
spring would be the best time for a food
drive since by then most food banks in
the country start running out of dona-
tions received during the Thanksgiving
and Christmas holiday periods.

Known for its distinctive blue plastic
bags, the Stamp Out Hunger Food
Drive provides nonperishable food to
local food banks, shelters, and meal
programs across the United States.

One bag of food may seem small, but
it goes a long way to stamp out hunger.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHN
PHIPPEN

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the life of John
Phippen. John attended the Route 91
festival in Las Vegas on October 1.

John was the father of six and grand-
father to one. His life revolved around
his friends, children, and grandkids.

John showed his true character the
night of the Route 91 festival when he
died while shielding a stranger with his
body from the gunfire.

John was a kind and gentle man who
enjoyed the simple things in life. His
favorite thing to do was spend time
with his family and friends in the sand
dunes at Lake Havasu or camping at
the beach. Everyone who knew John
remembers him for being a wonderful,
selfless, and sweet man.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend
my condolences to John Phippen’s fam-
ily and friends. Please know that the
city of Las Vegas, the State of Nevada,
and the whole country grieve with you.

————
0 1230

A-29 SUPER TUCANO SUCCESS IN
AFGHANISTAN

(Mr. RUTHERFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the success of
the A-29 Super Tucano light-attack
combat aircraft in Afghanistan, a joint
U.S. Air Force, NATO, and Afghan Air
Force program.

Starting in December of 2015, the 81st
Fighter Squadron at Moody Air Force
Base graduated the first class of Af-
ghan A-29 pilots, and this April marked
the 2-year anniversary of these pilots’
first combat mission in Afghanistan, a
remarkable milestone.

As one U.S. Armed Forces com-
mander stated: The A-29 combat mis-
sion in Afghanistan has been a game
changer. The program’s success has
drawn the attention of our allies with
more than 14 air forces using the A-29
and over 320,000 flight hours and 40,000
combat hours. Even our own Air Force
is currently conducting experimen-
tation on adding this light-attack air-
craft to the fleet.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud of this con-
tribution in part because, since 2011,
the A-29 has been built in my district
in Jacksonville, Florida, by a team of
more than 1,000 U.S. employees, 60 per-
cent of which, Mr. Speaker, are vet-
erans. The A-29 is truly made in Amer-
ica and includes the support of more
than 100 suppliers and subcontractors
across 20 States.

e —
BIDDING FAREWELL TO CHARLIE
DENT

(Ms. SANCHEZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, very
shortly we will be losing a Member of
the House of Representatives. CHARLIE
DENT, the gentleman from Pennsyl-
vania, will be leaving this body. I
would be remiss if I didn’t come to the
floor and talk about his tremendous
service to the House of Representa-
tives.

I had the honor and the privilege of
serving with Mr. DENT on the Ethics
Committee. Not that serving on the
Ethics Committee is a great honor or a
great privilege, but serving with him
truly was. He is a man of integrity, a
man who kept his word, a man who
worked hard to get through the busi-
ness at hand, somebody whom I could
trust, and somebody with a really
great sense of humor, which, in this
body, is becoming a rarer and rarer
thing.

He is truly a likeable individual,
somebody who took his job and his re-
sponsibilities seriously. And I want to
wish him the best of luck in his future
endeavors, and I want him to know
that he will be sorely missed in this
body.

HONORING MAYOR JAMES FULLER

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of
Mr. James F. Fuller, Sr., the longtime
mayor of Ludowici in the First Con-
gressional District of Georgia.

Mayor Fuller worked in every area
possible to serve the ©people of
Ludowici. He began working for
Ludowici as a police officer, then po-
lice chief, then finally water super-
intendent. Forty-two years ago, Mayor
Fuller was elected to his first term on
city council. When he passed, he was
completing his second term as the
city’s mayor. Not only did he lend his
hand to Ludowici but also to our Na-
tion as a whole, serving in the Navy
during the Korean war.

A true public servant, Mayor Fuller
was fulfilling his pledge as the city’s
leading official up until the very last
moments before his passing. Even in
the hospital, he said he would never get
tired of talking about Ludowici and
doing what he can for the people there.
Mayor Fuller passed away on April 27
at the age of 83. His family, friends,
and the city of Ludowici are in my
thoughts and prayers.

REMEMBERING PATTY BIRKHOLZ

(Mr. HUIZENGA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to remember a friend and former
colleague, former State Senator Patty
Birkholz. I join my colleagues and
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friends in Lansing today by wearing
purple in her honor, as she was affec-
tionately known as Purple Patty. Lit-
erally down to the ink pens that she
used, everything was purple.

Senator Birkholz was first elected to
the State legislature in 1996, as the
first woman from Allegan County in
the western side of Michigan. Then she
became the first female Republican
speaker pro tempore. After that she
was elected to the State senate, where
she served two terms.

Upon leaving the legislature, Senator
Birkholz was appointed director of the
Office of the Great Lakes by Governor
Rick Snyder and as the Michigan rep-
resentative to the Great Lakes Com-
mission. President Barack Obama ap-
pointed Senator Birkholz to the Na-
tional Sea Grant Advisory Board, a po-
sition she continued until she passed
away.

Senator Birkholz was a passionate
advocate for Michigan’s natural re-
sources and passed significant legisla-
tion, creating the Great Lakes
Interbasin Compact, water withdrawal
assessment laws, and ballast water
standards that have affected all of the
Great Lakes region. In 2010, a 291-acre
portion of the 1,000-acre Saugatuck
Dunes State Park was renamed the
“Patricia Birkholz Natural Area’ by
the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources and Environment.

She was a friend and a colleague who
fought hard for her beliefs. She was
tough, she was compassionate, and she
was a great legislator. She will be deep-
ly missed. Blessings to her family as
we mourn her loss.

———

FREED AMERICANS IN NORTH
KOREA

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
offer a big welcome home to the three
Americans who arrived early this
morning back in the United States, in
their words, the greatest Nation in the
world, following their captivity in
North Korea.

I commend Secretary of State
Pompeo for his work to secure the re-
lease of these Americans and to Presi-
dent Trump for resetting the negoti-
ating dynamic that led to this day. If
we were following the prior administra-
tion’s strategic patience, they would
still be imprisoned.

With the freeing of these Americans
and the other recent developments on
the Korean Peninsula, including what
is reflected in this photo, both North
and South Korea removing their re-
spective propaganda speakers from the
DMZ, one cannot help but recall the
events of 1989, in Eastern Europe, and
the thaw that resulted in the freeing of
half a continent.

Today’s homecoming is a positive
step in achieving lasting peace, but we
still have a long way to go. It is a
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