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Mr. Speaker, I am encouraged by the 

optimism I saw from Montana small 
businesses, and I will continue working 
to grow opportunities that improve the 
lives of all Montanans. 

f 

HONORING JUDGE RENEE 
CARDWELL HUGHES 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, it 
is my honor to recognize a woman who 
has worked tirelessly to make our com-
munities back home a better place to 
live, work, and raise a family. Her dec-
ades of experience as a jurist, nonprofit 
executive, and an author mark a re-
markable career of public service. 

Judge Renee Cardwell Hughes, just 
last month, was the 2018 recipient of 
the Pearl S. Buck International 
Woman of Influence Award in Perkasie, 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania. During 
her tenure, Judge Cardwell Hughes has 
shown a sustained commitment to jus-
tice, presiding over some of Philadel-
phia’s most noteworthy homicide 
cases. She was also a fierce advocate 
for fairness in our legal system, found-
ing Philadelphia’s mental health court. 

Judge Cardwell Hughes most recently 
served as CEO of the American Red 
Cross of Eastern Pennsylvania, which 
serves over 6 million Pennsylvanians. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my gratitude to Judge Cardwell 
Hughes for her service and congratu-
late her on this well-deserved award. 

f 

HONORING ELIZABETH MAE 
THOMAS DE LAGARDE 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to acknowledge the outstanding 
achievements of Mrs. Elizabeth Mae 
Thomas de Lagarde. 

Mrs. de Lagarde, one of four children, 
was born to Reverend Ernest Thomas 
and Antoinette Miller Thomas. She 
married her late husband, Henry W. de 
Lagarde, and that union brought forth 
four children, nine grandchildren, and 
ten great-grandchildren. Mrs. de 
Lagarde holds a bachelor or arts degree 
from Howard University and served in 
many capacities at Charlotte Amalie 
High School for 31 years. 

As a contributor to the quality of life 
in St. Thomas, she served on numerous 
boards, including the National Associa-
tion of Secondary School Principals; 
American Association of Retired Per-
sons; Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.; 
the Cathedral Church of All Saints; and 
countless others. 

The Virgin Islands community and I 
are grateful for the impact she has had 
with her career and the indelible mark 
she has made. 

Congratulations, Mrs. de Lagarde, 
and happy 100th birthday to you and all 

of your contributions to the people of 
the Virgin Islands. 

f 

INCREASING WORK OPPORTUNI-
TIES FOR PEOPLE WITH DIS-
ABILITIES 
(Mr. GROTHMAN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud today to speak about the Work-
place Choice and Flexibility for Indi-
viduals with Disabilities Act. 

This legislation is a solution that 
will go a long way towards increasing 
opportunities for people with different 
abilities and will allow the promise of 
the Workforce Innovation and Oppor-
tunity Act, which was passed in 2014, to 
be fulfilled. 

Unfortunately, since the time that 
that act was passed, unnecessary road-
blocks have been thrown up in the way 
of people who want to work in work 
centers for people with disabilities. 

These work centers, first of all, fre-
quently provide a great opportunity for 
people to work; and secondly, provide 
job training that can be used by people 
as they get out in the community, 
which is the goal of so many people. 

Let us not put these people in a 
straitjacket and say that between ages 
19 and 25 you cannot or should not be 
able to work in work centers. 

I know many of the employees at 
these work centers. They do a tremen-
dous job, and it is time to expand op-
tions for people with different abilities. 

This bill is not threatening WIOA. It 
is embracing the goals of WIOA. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HOGAR CREA OF 
PUERTO RICO 

(Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 
Rico asked and was given permission to 
address the House for 1 minute and to 
revise and extend her remarks.) 

Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 
Rico. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to rec-
ognize Hogar CREA of Puerto Rico on 
its 50 years of service to our commu-
nity, helping people who struggle with 
substance abuse reclaim their place in 
society. 

Hogar CREA was founded on May 20, 
1968, in Puerto Rico by Juan Jose Gar-
cia. The nonprofit organization has 
over 55 houses and 12 projects, in addi-
tion to 32 service proposals that serve 
more than 2,000 residents daily. Pre-
vention and counseling services were 
established for communities, schools, 
municipalities, civic and religious enti-
ties, among others. 

Moreover, in 1976, Hogar CREA began 
establishing international homes; and 
today, it provides service in more than 
10 countries throughout Latin America 
and in several States of the Union. 

Hogar CREA’s historic mission has 
been to serve the helpless and to be an 
instrument to mitigate the suffering of 
those who live under the influence of 
alcohol and drugs. Let’s recognize 
Hogar CREA on their 50 years of serv-
ice. 

PROTECTING RESIDENTIAL 
COMMUNITIES 

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to introduce the Restoring Com-
munity Oversight of Sober Living 
Homes Act of 2018. This bill addresses 
Federal policies that have resulted in 
the proliferation of sober living homes 
in residential neighborhoods. 

These so-called homes, which are 
really businesses in all but name, 
house drug and alcohol addicts in sin-
gle-family residences. This infusion of 
drug addicts and alcoholics into resi-
dential communities has had a delete-
rious impact on the quality of life of 
local families who now suffer increases 
in police activity, transient residences 
next door, and a decline of property 
values. 

Federal law has shielded unscrupu-
lous owners, operators, and inhabitants 
of these so-called sober living homes 
from meaningful oversight. The well- 
being of the neighbors that surround 
them has been ignored. This is a trav-
esty. 

My bill will empower the commu-
nities and the States to prohibit such 
facilities in residential areas if that is 
the will of the local people. I now sub-
mit this legislation and ask my col-
leagues to cosponsor the bill, which is 
based on the principle of federalism, 
protecting local residential commu-
nities across our land. 

f 

THANKING AMERICA’S TEACHERS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today during na-
tional Teacher Appreciation Week to 
celebrate America’s hardworking, dedi-
cated, and passionate teachers. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure every Member 
of this House can think of a teacher 
who had a positive influence on not 
only their education, but their life. 
Teachers push students to achieve 
their best, and they show students how 
to realize their full potential. Some-
times it is the interest of just one 
teacher that can transform the life of a 
young person. 

Teachers are often the most under-
rated, yet powerful professionals in the 
entire world. They truly do shape 
young minds and our future. 

Teachers lend a caring hand and ex-
tend a loving heart. They make dif-
ferences in the lives of our students 
academically, emotionally, and phys-
ically. 

So, Mr. Speaker, during national 
Teacher Appreciation Week, I rise to 
say ‘‘thank you’’ to those who educate 
our children. Thank you for the job 
you do, for the hours you work, for the 
patience you show, and for the impact 
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you have on so many lives. Day in and 
day out, our teachers are there. We are 
grateful to them. 

f 

b 1215 

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK 
(Mr. YODER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today during Teacher Appreciation 
Week to honor the educators in my dis-
trict, who work tirelessly on behalf of 
our students. 

The public schools in the Third Dis-
trict of Kansas are some of the best in 
our Nation, and our workforce of quali-
fied, dedicated teachers are a major 
factor in making our schools so great. 
As a product of public schools myself, I 
know the kind of impact teachers can 
have on the lives of their students. 
Good teachers are a key to setting our 
kids and our communities up for a suc-
cessful future. 

I am working hard to give teachers 
the tools and resources they need to do 
to their jobs well. I fought to protect 
the educator expense deduction in tax 
reform, affirming that our Tax Code 
should support and reward our teach-
ers. I also supported the recent omni-
bus funding bill, which included a $2 
billion investment in continuing edu-
cation and workforce development 
grants for teachers. 

Mr. Speaker, none of us would have 
the opportunities we have in life with-
out the teachers who gave us the tools 
and skills to succeed, and we pay spe-
cial recognition to each of the teachers 
who made a difference in our lives, and 
who continue to make a difference in 
the lives of kids in our districts this 
week during Teacher Appreciation 
Week. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 9, 2018. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 9, 2018, at 9:09 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 1732. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 3053, NUCLEAR WASTE 
POLICY AMENDMENTS ACT OF 
2017 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, by the 

direction of the Committee on Rules, I 

call up House Resolution 879 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 879 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 
to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3053) to amend 
the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982, and for 
other purposes. The first reading of the bill 
shall be dispensed with. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. After general debate 
the bill shall be considered for amendment 
under the five-minute rule. In lieu of the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce now printed in the bill, it shall be 
in order to consider as an original bill for the 
purpose of amendment under the five-minute 
rule an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute consisting of the text of Rules Com-
mittee Print 115–69. That amendment in the 
nature of a substitute shall be considered as 
read. All points of order against that amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute are 
waived. No amendment to that amendment 
in the nature of a substitute shall be in order 
except those printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. Each such amendment may be of-
fered only in the order printed in the report, 
may be offered only by a Member designated 
in the report, shall be considered as read, 
shall be debatable for the time specified in 
the report equally divided and controlled by 
the proponent and an opponent, shall not be 
subject to amendment, and shall not be sub-
ject to a demand for division of the question 
in the House or in the Committee of the 
Whole. All points of order against such 
amendments are waived. At the conclusion 
of consideration of the bill for amendment 
the Committee shall rise and report the bill 
to the House with such amendments as may 
have been adopted. Any Member may de-
mand a separate vote in the House on any 
amendment adopted in the Committee of the 
Whole to the bill or to the amendment in the 
nature of a substitute made in order as origi-
nal text. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and amend-
ments thereto to final passage without inter-
vening motion except one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, on 

Tuesday, the Rules Committee met and 

reported a rule, House Resolution 879, 
providing for consideration of an im-
portant piece of legislation, H.R. 3053, 
the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments 
Act of 2018. The rule provides for con-
sideration of this measure under a 
structured rule, making three amend-
ments offered by the minority in order. 
This legislation passed out of the En-
ergy and Commerce Committee on an 
overwhelmingly bipartisan basis by a 
vote of 49–4, and has been a comprehen-
sive effort spearheaded by my col-
league from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS) over 
several Congresses. 

Mr. Speaker, in 39 States and in 121 
communities across this country, in-
cluding in the Tri-Cities community in 
my home district, in the great State of 
Washington, the Federal Government 
continues to fail to meet its obligation 
to collect and dispose of spent nuclear 
fuel and high-level radioactive waste. 
This spent fuel and waste is generated 
as a result of commercial nuclear 
power production, and as a byproduct 
of our Nation’s nuclear defense activi-
ties, including used fuel from nuclear- 
powered submarines and aircraft car-
riers and from the legacy waste created 
from uranium and plutonium develop-
ment as nuclear weapons deterrents. 

No one knows the magnitude of im-
pact stemming from the development 
of these nuclear deterrents more than 
the Tri-Cities community, where the 
Hanford Site played a major role with-
in the Manhattan Project during World 
War II to develop the first atomic 
bomb. It was because of the extraor-
dinary work of the more than 50,000 
workers at Hanford that we were able 
to end World War II, and later the Cold 
War. 

However, this work came with great 
repercussions. The Hanford Site con-
tains 56 million gallons of high-level 
radioactive waste, and is one of the 
world’s largest nuclear cleanup efforts. 
Fifty-six million gallons, Mr. Speaker, 
enough to fill this room that we are 
standing in today more than 20 times. 

This amount of radioactive waste has 
been a legacy issue in my district since 
the 1940s. My constituents fully under-
stand the impacts holding this waste 
has on the region. The Federal Govern-
ment must keep its commitment to 
collect and dispose of it to a permanent 
repository. 

Thankfully, Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3053, 
the Nuclear Waste Policy Amendments 
Act of 2018, would make great strides 
in addressing this very problem. H.R. 
3053 would, rightfully, move forward 
with the licensing of the Yucca Moun-
tain facility in Nevada as the first per-
manent geological repository for spent 
nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive 
waste. 

First designated by Congress in 1987 
as the location for these materials to 
be disposed of, the site has undergone 
extensive scientific and technical eval-
uations. In 2002, the U.S. Department 
of Energy concluded that Yucca Moun-
tain met all of the requirements to 
serve as a permanent repository. In 
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