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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman has 61⁄2 minutes remaining. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Madam Speaker, let me just deal with 
some of the rumor mongering that is 
happening within this Chamber. 

One of the things I hear is that the 
nutrition title of the farm bill results 
in a significant number of individuals 
from receiving SNAP. Frankly, Madam 
Speaker, that is absolutely false. Actu-
ally, without this change, a significant 
number of families experiencing food 
insecurity will continue to not be eligi-
ble for the needed nutritional support 
they have, being food-insecure fami-
lies. 

The 2018 farm bill and nutrition title 
updates the archaic asset test that pre-
vented hungry families from accessing 
SNAP for decades. In fact, Madam 
Speaker, many of these asset values 
have not been changed since the 1970s. 
We change them and we index them to 
inflation. 

This update to the asset test will 
allow individuals and families experi-
encing food insecurity to have more in 
savings, assets, the value of their vehi-
cle, without affecting their SNAP eligi-
bility. 

Additionally, for Active-Duty mili-
tary households, SNAP’s income deter-
mination will, for the first time, pro-
vide an exclusion of up to $500 monthly 
of their basic housing allowance. 

We have a number of folks serving 
Active Duty who are military and 
joined late in life and came with a 
spouse and kids. It is very difficult for 
them to live on what the salary would 
be of an entry-level member of our 
military. This is the first time that we 
address that issue in this farm bill, 
H.R. 2, that will be on the House floor 
in a few weeks. 

There is a criticism out there that 
the nutrition title creates an excessive 
and unneeded new government bu-
reaucracy to implement the SNAP em-
ployment and training. 

Madam Speaker, that is false. The 
farm bill nutrition title grants States 
the flexibility to provide services to 
best meet the needs of their State. 
While it provides an education and 
training slot for everyone who wants 
one, the States already have the 
springboard in place available through 
a combination of SNAP education and 
training, the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act, and State programs. 

Under this proposal, States are 
granted the flexibility needed to pro-
vide services that best meet the needs 
of their States. There is no one-size- 
fits-all mandate. SNAP education and 
training leverages willing and able 
partners—I have mentioned many of 
those already this evening—One-Stop 
CareerLinks, community colleges, 
State human resources service. Also, 
local, State, and national employers, 
where someone who is food insecure 
and living in poverty could have the 
access to be able to do an apprentice-
ship. They could go to work and be 
trained through this program. 

b 2015 

Finally, Madam Speaker, there are 
some who have said that more than a 
million people will come off SNAP over 
the next 10 years. It has been presented 
as a negative thing. We are talking 
about folks who will be coming off be-
cause they have achieved greater op-
portunity. 

We are talking about some folks who 
perhaps are on there just because they 
took a SNAP pamphlet or called an 800 
number. And if those folks are truly el-
igible, they just need to do the applica-
tion; they show the income; they meet 
the asset test; and they will have 
SNAP. Those families, those kids, will 
not come off SNAP. They will have the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program. 

Part of those, though, that I think 
the CBO talked about are folks who 
truly do have a higher income and are 
really not eligible for this program, 
and those folks will come off if they 
choose not to fill out the application or 
they fill out the application and they 
are not eligible. But many of that mil-
lion-plus that CBO talked about that 
will be coming off SNAP, it is because 
they have gotten good jobs; it is be-
cause they have taken advantage of the 
education and training programs that 
we are now providing greater access to 
under this 2018 farm bill and, specifi-
cally, the Nutrition Title. 

Helping our fellow citizens to be able 
to achieve greater opportunity, to 
achieve the American Dream, to pros-
per, to have a living wage, that is not 
a bad thing. That is something that we 
should celebrate. 

Madam Speaker, we are going to 
bring this farm bill to the floor here in 
a couple of weeks. I hope all of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle will 
take the opportunity to read it, to ac-
tually see what is in it. I look forward 
to working with them to help in any 
way in terms of helping them with that 
process, and I look forward to success-
fully passing farm bill 2018 out of the 
House of Representatives in the weeks 
to come. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today and April 27. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the 
following title: 

S. 447. An act to require reporting on acts 
of certain foreign countries on Holocaust era 
assets and related issues. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 17 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, April 27, 2018, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4689. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting a letter on the approved 
retirement of Lieutenant General Joseph P. 
DiSalvo, United States Army, and his ad-
vancement to the grade of lieutenant general 
on the retired list, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 (as 
amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec. 502(b)); 
(110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

4690. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting a letter on the approved 
retirement of Admiral Harry B. Harris, Jr., 
United States Navy, and his advancement to 
the grade of admiral on the retired list, pur-
suant to 10 U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96- 
513, Sec. 112 (as amended by Public Law 104- 
106, Sec. 502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

4691. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting a letter on the approved 
retirement of Lieutenant General Kenneth 
E. Tovo, United States Army, and his ad-
vancement to the grade of lieutenant general 
on the retired list, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 (as 
amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec. 502(b)); 
(110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

4692. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Acquisition and Sustainment, Department of 
Defense, transmitting the National Defense 
Stockpile Annual Materials Plan for Fiscal 
Year 2019, and for the succeeding four years, 
FYs 2020-2023 pursuant to Sec. 11(b) of the 
Strategic and Critical Materials Stock Pil-
ing Act, 50 U.S.C. 98h-2(b); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

4693. A letter from the Director, Division of 
Longshore & Harbor Workers’ Compensation, 
Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs, 
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Longshore and Har-
bor Workers’ Compensation Act: Maximum 
and Minimum Compensation Rates (RIN: 
1240-AA06) received April 24, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

4694. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of State Plans for Designed Facilities and 
Pollutants; North Dakota; Control of Emis-
sions from Existing Commercial and Indus-
trial Solid Waste Incineration Units [EPA- 
R08-OAR-2017-0698; FRL-9976-58-Region 8] re-
ceived April 25, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

4695. A letter from the Management Ana-
lyst, Office of the Comptroller, Bureau of 
Consular Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Schedule of Fees for Consular Services, De-
partment of State and Overseas Embassies 
and Consulates [Public Notice 9450] (RIN: 
1400-AD71) received April 25, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 
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4696. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 

Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the annual report pursuant to 
Sec. 2(9) of the Senate’s Resolution of Advice 
and Consent to the Treaty with the United 
Kingdom Concerning Defense Trade Coopera-
tion (Treaty Doc. 110-07); to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

4697. A letter from the Assistant Attorney 
General, Department of Justice, transmit-
ting the Department’s FY 2017 No FEAR Act 
report, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public 
Law 107-174, 203(a) (as amended by Public 
Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform. 

4698. A letter from the Chief, Branch of 
DFS, Fish and Wildlife Service, Department 
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s Major final rule — Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Removing 
the Black-Capped Vireo From the Federal 
List of Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
[Docket No.: FWS-R2-ES-2016-0110; 
FXES11130900000 178 FF09E42000] (RIN: 1018- 
BB79) received April 24, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

4699. A letter from the Chief, Branch of 
Listing Policy and Support, Fish and Wild-
life Service, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Removing Textual Descriptions of 
Critical Habitat Boundaries for Mammals, 
Birds, Amphibians, Fishes, Clams, Snails, 
Arachnids, Crustaceans, and Insects [Docket 
No.: FWS-HQ-ES-2015-0008; 4500030113] (RIN: 
1018-BA81) received April 24, 2018, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources. 

4700. A letter from the Secretary, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting the For-
tieth Hart-Scott-Rodino Annual Report, pur-
suant to Sec. 7A of the Clayton Act, Hart- 
Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act of 
1976; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

4701. A letter from the Deputy General 
Counsel, Office of General Counsel, U.S. 
Small Business Administration, transmit-
ting the Administration’s final rule — Rules 
of Practice for Protests and Appeals Regard-
ing Eligibility for Inclusion in the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs Center for 
Verification and Evaluation Database (RIN: 
3245-AG87) received April 24, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Small Business. 

4702. A letter from the Reg. Dev. Coordi-
nator, Office of Regulation Policy and Man-
agement, Office of the Secretary (00REG), 
Department of Veterans Affairs, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Revise 
and Streamline VA Acquisition Regulation 
to Adhere to Federal Acquisition Regulation 
Principles (VAAR Case 2014-V001) (RIN: 2900- 
AP50) received April 24, 2018, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. CHABOT: Committee on Small Busi-
ness. H.R. 4743. A bill to amend the Small 
Business Act to strengthen the Office of 
Credit Risk Management within the Small 
Business Administration, and for other pur-

poses; with an amendment (Rept. 115–655). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 2121. A bill to require the 
appropriate Federal banking agencies to re-
vise regulations to specify that certain funds 
shall not be taken into account when calcu-
lating any supplementary leverage ratio for 
custodial banks, and for other purposes; with 
amendments (Rept. 115–656). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 5076. A bill to amend the 
Federal Deposit Insurance Act to extend the 
examination cycle for certain insured deposi-
tory institutions; with an amendment (Rept. 
115–657). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. BERA (for himself, Ms. KUSTER 
of New Hampshire, Mr. SCHRADER, 
Mr. SCHNEIDER, Miss RICE of New 
York, Mr. DELANEY, and Mr. PETERS): 

H.R. 5624. A bill to facilitate the efforts of 
States to establish auto-enrollment systems 
to enroll certain individuals in health insur-
ance coverage, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 
addition to the Committee on Ways and 
Means, for a period to be subsequently deter-
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con-
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BERA (for himself, Ms. KUSTER 
of New Hampshire, Mr. SCHNEIDER, 
Mr. DELANEY, and Mr. PETERS): 

H.R. 5625. A bill to amend the Patient Pro-
tection and Affordable Care Act to align 
open enrollment periods for Exchange plans 
with the deadline for filing Federal income 
tax returns, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. COLLINS of Georgia (for him-
self, Mr. FITZPATRICK, Mrs. LAW-
RENCE, and Mr. LAMBORN): 

H.R. 5626. A bill to amend the Intercountry 
Adoption Act of 2000 to require the Secretary 
of State to report on intercountry adoptions 
from countries which have significantly re-
duced adoption rates involving immigration 
to the United States, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

By Mr. HUFFMAN (for himself, Mr. 
BLUMENAUER, Mr. GRIJALVA, and Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ): 

H.R. 5627. A bill to amend the Food Secu-
rity Act of 1985 to improve the environ-
mental quality incentives program, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture. 

By Mr. MCKINLEY (for himself, Mr. 
TONKO, Mr. MARINO, and Mr. 
CICILLINE): 

H.R. 5628. A bill to establish a demonstra-
tion program under which the Drug Enforce-
ment Administration provides grants to cer-
tain States to enable those States to in-
crease participation in drug take-back pro-
grams; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. NORMAN (for himself and Mr. 
GOSAR): 

H.R. 5629. A bill to amend the Federal Crop 
Insurance Act and Food Security Act of 1985 
to enact reforms to farm subsidies and crop 
insurance called for in President Trump’s 
budget for fiscal year 2019; to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

By Mr. CICILLINE (for himself, Mr. 
NADLER, Mr. ELLISON, and Mr. CROW-
LEY): 

H.R. 5630. A bill to amend the Clayton Act 
to clarify that an acquisition that tends to 
create a monopsony violates the Clayton 
Act; to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
in addition to the Committee on Education 
and the Workforce, for a period to be subse-
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. CROWLEY (for himself, Ms. 
SÁNCHEZ, Mr. POCAN, Mr. ELLISON, 
Mr. NADLER, and Mr. CICILLINE): 

H.R. 5631. A bill to prohibit employers from 
requiring employees to enter into covenants 
not to compete, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addi-
tion to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce, for a period to be subsequently 
determined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Mr. ELLISON (for himself, Mr. NAD-
LER, Mr. CICILLINE, and Mr. CROW-
LEY): 

H.R. 5632. A bill to prohibit agreements be-
tween employers that directly restrict the 
current or future employment of any em-
ployee; to the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce, and in addition to the Com-
mittees on Energy and Commerce, and the 
Judiciary, for a period to be subsequently de-
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned. 

By Ms. ESHOO: 
H.R. 5633. A bill to repeal debt collection 

amendments made by the Bipartisan Budget 
Act of 2015, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. GAETZ (for himself, Mr. 
SWALWELL of California, Mr. RUTHER-
FORD, Mr. TAYLOR, Mr. GARRETT, Mr. 
RASKIN, Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. JOYCE 
of Ohio, Mr. BUCK, Mrs. HANDEL, Mr. 
CURBELO of Florida, Mr. SOTO, Mr. 
POLIS, Mr. DENHAM, Ms. ROS- 
LEHTINEN, Mr. SANFORD, Mr. 
CICILLINE, Ms. LEE, Mr. ISSA, Mr. 
ROHRABACHER, Mr. GOODLATTE, Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK, Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. 
COHEN, Ms. TITUS, Ms. LOFGREN, and 
Mr. CORREA): 

H.R. 5634. A bill to increase the number of 
manufacturers registered under the Con-
trolled Substances Act to manufacture can-
nabis for legitimate research purposes, to au-
thorize health care providers of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs to provide rec-
ommendations to veterans regarding partici-
pation in federally-approved cannabis clin-
ical trials, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in 
addition to the Committees on the Judici-
ary, and Veterans’ Affairs, for a period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi-
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. GROTHMAN: 
H.R. 5635. A bill to amend title XIX of the 

Social Security Act to impose restrictions 
under the Medicaid program with respect to 
opioid prescriptions, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. HILL (for himself and Mr. 
BEYER): 

H.R. 5636. A bill to designate additions to 
the Flatside Wilderness on the Ouachita Na-
tional Forest, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

By Mr. LATTA (for himself, Mr. 
RENACCI, Mr. CHABOT, Mr. TURNER, 
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