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the newspaper. He is feisty, passionate,
caring, and optimistic.

I pray for Randy and his family in
this challenging time, and I pray for
our community, as others step up in
the big shoes they must now fill as
Randy transitions to the editor emer-
itus role.

Randy’s induction into the Colorado
Hall of Fame is important. I congratu-
late him on this incredible honor, but
what seems more important is the im-
pact he has had on our community. I
thank him today for the way he has
shaped Greeley and Weld County. That
impact will never be forgotten.

——

FARM BILL AND SNAP

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLEAVER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I want
to begin by saying that there are a lot
of things in this farm bill that I actu-
ally agree with, and I would like to be
supportive of such components of this
bill. I agree with and would like to be
a partner in getting this bill passed.
However, there are some things I need
to mention.

For the last 50 years, Democrats and
Republicans have worked together to
combine food and farming programs in
a bipartisan effort. However, when dis-
cussing the 2018 farm bill, which will
come up for a vote very soon, I want to
shed some light on some things that
don’t quite add up, some things that
aren’t what I would call common sense.

In essence, this bill aims to restrict
eligibility and reduce benefits of the
Nation’s most effective antihunger pro-
gram, SNAP, formerly known as food
stamps. Moreover, this proposed bill
dumps a massive burden on State gov-
ernments. Therefore, although I intend
to be an active partner in the final pas-
sage of this legislation, I cannot and
will not support the 2018 farm bill until
the necessary changes are made.

If enacted, this bill, as it is currently
designed, will deal damaging blows to
the very heart of America by cutting
nearly $20 billion from SNAP, resulting
in higher levels of hunger, poverty, and
critical health problems.

I want to take just a minute to re-
mind my colleagues and those who are
watching at home who the SNAP re-
cipients are.

In my home State of Missouri, SNAP
reached 759,000 residents, more than 10
percent of the population. That is 1 in
every 10 Missourians. SNAP kept
221,000 people out of poverty in Mis-
souri, including 109,000 children, which
reminds me—and this is the painful
part of being in a body that has now be-
come tribal in the way we conduct
business, and it is so sad that we have
come into this situation.

Over and over and over there is this
theory that is floated out in America
that people are stealing food stamps
and living in luxury homes and all of
this; and it is just so sad because, when
you hear something like this for dec-
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ades, people actually believe it. There
is no proof to what they say when they
make these allegations.

It may be important to know that 82
percent of the places where food
stamps or SNAP are redeemed, there is
0.5 percent fraud.

But if you listen to people, they are
not going to say it on the floor. They
could go and say it out in the world,
but they won’t say it on the floor, be-
cause they know that it is inaccurate,
but you would come to believe that,
boy, these people are ripping these
hardworking Americans off.

Oh, what a tangled web we weave
when first we practice to deceive. That
is from Macbeth, and it is exactly what
is happening. We are deceiving the
American public.

I read somewhere that says the gen-
erous will themselves be blessed for the
food they share with the poor. That is
something that we should remember,
particularly those of us who are in-
clined to read the book from which
that quote came.

As Representatives of the TUnited
States of America, it is our responsi-
bility to pass legislation that is
proactive, not reactive. It is our re-
sponsibility to understand the very
real and human consequences that
could take place if this legislation is
passed as it currently stands.

Once again, let me remind you of the
fact that the SNAP program is the
most effective way to combat food in-
security. I know. I grew up poor. I grew
up in public housing. I saw my father
working three jobs to get us out of pub-
lic housing. We lived there 5 years. He
would not even take food stamps be-
cause he didn’t want anybody to think
that he was not working hard enough.
So I get a little frustrated when I hear
people lying about people who receive
SNAP.

The fact that, in the year 2018, there
are children and adults in America who
go hungry is absolutely appalling. It is
important to note that over 70 percent
of the people who receive SNAP are the
children, the disabled, and the poor.

——
SMALL BUSINESS WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I ap-
preciate the gentleman, my colleague,
Democratic colleague, for his com-
ments and his personal testimony, and
I respect his dad and the heritage of
work that he left for his son.

I am on the Agriculture Committee,
and I have got to say I am confused, I
am perplexed, and, quite frankly, I am
outraged in many ways with some of
my colleagues’ comments about work
and the work requirements that we are
putting in the Food Stamp program.
This doesn’t have anything to do about
children, about disabled people, about
the elderly. This is about requiring
people who are able-bodied to work
who aren’t working.
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We are long overdue for reforms in
this country. We are long overdue to
have policies in place that encourage
work. We want people to have the
blessing and dignity of work. We want
people to fulfill their God-given poten-
tial. We want them to contribute to so-
ciety.

We have 6 million jobs, surplus jobs.
We want folks to make the best out of
the life that God has given them for
their communities, for their families,
for themselves.

This is unbelievable in the United
States of America. We are asking that,
if you receive assistance from hard-
working, taxpaying Americans, you
would just work 20 hours a week or vol-
unteer or be trained to work. That is
all we are asking.

I see hardworking people throughout
the gallery, and I bet you they feel the
same way. I have seen the polls. Over
80 percent of the people in this country
say more people need to work and pay
taxes and contribute to this great
country.

I believe in the safety net. I believe
in compassion. I believe that is the
heart of God, and I think it should be
reflected in our policies. But God also
expects personal responsibility, and He
expects us to have responsible policies
that pull people up and out of a cycle
of dependency and poverty. That is not
compassion; that is not decency; and
that is not common sense.

So I support this farm bill, and I ap-
preciate the tone, I really do, of my
colleague. He is a gentleman, I can tell.
I don’t even know him, but I can tell he
is a gentleman and a statesman, but I
cannot listen to folks who, in my opin-
ion, are scaring folks in the public and
my colleagues who are on the Agri-
culture Committee and here in the
House from not voting to make respon-
sible, reasonable, compassionate, and
commonsense reforms to food stamps.

We need to do that in every govern-
ment assistance program. We need to
pull people out of the welfare trap, and
we need to equip them and encourage
them and support them to be the best
that they can be.

I don’t know how much time I have
left, Mr. Speaker, but I want to also
comment on some fellow west Texans
who are here in town to compete for
the 2018 National Science Bowl.

This week, Lubbock High School will
join select schools across the country
who earned the opportunity to compete
at the national finals. I want to thank
the Department of Energy and my fel-
low Texan, Secretary Rick Perry, for
sponsoring this important competition.

The students from Lubbock com-
peting in this tournament are part of a
national effort to ensure America con-
tinues to lead the way in science and
remains the laboratory of innovation
in the entire world. That is the great-
ness of American innovation.

We want this generation to discover
the cure to cancer, to solve the chal-
lenges of cybersecurity, and to push
the boundaries of outer space.



H3586

These students’ commitment to
science is impressive, and I am con-
fident that their generation will propel
us to new heights of discovery that will
improve the quality of life for all hu-
manity.

Congratulations again to ILubbock
High School and to all the schools com-
peting in the tournament.

Go Westerners.

Mr. Speaker, as I conclude, I thank
Chairman CONAWAY and the leadership
of the Ag Committee for providing the
safety net so that we can feed and
clothe the American people, so that we
can make important investments in
rural infrastructure for sustainable
small towns, the heartbeat of this
country, so that we can continue to be
the leader in agriculture innovation
and technology development, and so we
can make the compassionate reforms
to food stamps.

God bless America.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from ref-
erences to occupants of the gallery.

———

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE FACE A
CLEAR CHOICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. JEFFRIES) for 56 minutes.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, the
American people face a clear choice
about the way forward: the Republican
raw deal or the Democratic better deal.

House Republicans want to take
away healthcare from more than 23
million Americans—raw deal; Demo-
crats want to strengthen the Afford-
able Care Act and dramatically lower
the cost of prescription drugs—better
deal.

House Republicans have a fake infra-
structure plan that will do nothing to
repair our Nation’s crumbling bridges,
roads, and tunnels—raw deal; Demo-
crats have a real infrastructure plan
that would invest $1 trillion and create
16 million good-paying jobs—better
deal.

House Republicans passed a tax scam
where 83 percent of the benefits went
to the wealthiest 1 percent in America
simply to subsidize the lifestyles of the
rich and shameless—raw deal; Demo-
crats want a permanent tax cut for
working families so we can put more
money into the pockets of everyday
Americans—better deal.

House Republicans want to cut more
than $2 trillion from Social Security,
Medicare, and Medicaid—raw deal;
Democrats want to strengthen Social
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid so
that senior citizens from throughout
the land can live out their golden years
with grace and dignity. That is A Bet-
ter Deal.

House Republicans are all about
chaos, crisis, and confusion; Democrats
are working to deliver better jobs, bet-
ter wages, and a better future.

The American people deserve A Bet-
ter Deal.
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RECOGNIZING HIGHLANDS HIGH
SCHOOL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kentucky (Mr. MASSIE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize outstanding stu-
dents in my district from Highlands
High School in Fort Thomas. These ex-
ceptional students competed in the
“We the People” State-level competi-
tion, and they will represent our State
at the national competition here in
D.C. this weekend. This is their 15th
State championship win.

The ‘“We the People’ program is di-
rected by the Center for Civic Edu-
cation, and its goal is to increase stu-
dents’ knowledge of constitutional his-
tory and government—I think some of
my colleagues could stand to partici-
pate in this program—and to provide a
foundation in civics education that will
prepare them for future Ileadership
roles.

The program sponsors student de-
bates and hearings. This year, some of
the national hearing questions for dis-
cussion include: What are classical re-
publicanism and natural rights philos-
ophy, and how did they influence the
Declaration of Independence, the Con-
stitution, and the Bill of Rights? How
has the relationship among the three
branches of government changed in the
course of the history of our country? It
has changed quite a bit.

I am proud of my constituent stu-
dents’ hard work and dedication. I wish
them the very best of luck in this com-
petition this weekend and congratulate
them for their outstanding work rep-
resenting the State of Kentucky.

PRESIDENT MACRON’S BRAND OF SOCIALISM

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I would be
remiss if I let the statements and the
speech of our guest yesterday go unan-
swered. The President of France was
here, right at this microphone, deliv-
ering his own brand of socialism. It is
new and improved.

We have all seen the inefficiencies of
socialism play out in Europe over the
decades and the horrors of national so-
cialism. But the French President has
a new brand of socialism that we are
all supposed to be enamored with. I
would call it global socialism, maybe
even global corporate socialism.

I hope none of my colleagues were se-
duced by his ideas. Ironically, they are
motivated by fear, an irrational fear of
the carbon dioxide molecule. Carbon
dioxide is a necessary ingredient for all
life on this planet.

For instance, let me give you the
equation for photosynthesis. Basically,
plants take six CO, molecules and react
them with six water molecules, in the
presence of sunlight, to create one
sugar molecule and six oxygen mol-
ecules.

Take CO, off this planet, and what
happens? Nearly everything dies and
we die.

So I think it is very interesting that
this new socialism has a twist to it,
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this global socialism, and that is, it is
motivated by an irrational fear of one
of the two chemical compounds that
form the basis of our food chain. Very
ironic.

It is also motivated by something
else that the Europeans have had a
penchant for for centuries, that has
bankrupted nearly every country over
there, and that is a penchant for war,
for interventionism. Nearly all of
them, at one point or time, have
sought to build an empire.

So the President of France was over
here saying that we should also be
interventionists; that we need to get
involved in the Middle East more; that
we need to be involved in all of the
countries.

I reject this. I would urge my col-
leagues to stick with the plan we have
got. Stick with the policy that we have
had since the beginning of this coun-
try. Stick with the Constitution. Stick
with capitalism. Stick with the idea
that if you build something you own it,
and reject European socialism.

——————

BRITISH OFFICIALS ARE HOLDING
ALFIE EVANS CAPTIVE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. ROTHFUS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, as
someone who went to grade and high
school in the 1970s, I learned about
countries, particularly the Soviet
Union and its Hastern European sat-
ellites, that severely limited the right
of their people to travel. In effect, they
were prisoners in their own country.

Indeed, in postwar Germany, the
Communists even built a wall through
Berlin. They did so not to keep people
from West Berlin from traveling to
East Berlin; they did it to prevent the
captives of East Berlin from running to
freedom in the West.

There is a tragic story unfolding in
Britain this week of a new, virtual Ber-
lin Wall that British and European au-
thorities have erected around little 2-
year-old Alfie Evans, who lives in Brit-
ain. They have eliminated this child’s
right to travel, and they are holding
him prisoner.

Alfie is severely handicapped. British
officials have made the decision, over
the objection of Alfie’s young parents,
that Alfie would be better off dead. As
such, they are prohibiting Alfie’s par-
ents from taking him to Bambino Gesu
hospital in Rome, which has offered to
care for the boy.

Alfie is not suffering, but British offi-
cials appear to be projecting their own
subjective views on Alfie’s quality of
life and are deeming his life not worthy
of living.

Among my most heartwarming expe-
riences in my work in my district are
visits to residences of the severely
handicapped. I have visited with indi-
viduals who will never walk and who
will never communicate verbally. But
they can and do love, and they are
loved.
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