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leadership to allow this budget to be
brought at once to the floor and at
least give the House the fleeting and
perhaps final chance to avert the fiscal
crisis that looms before us.

Given the fact that there is no cred-
ible plan even being considered to
avert this crisis, the RSC budget may
represent the last best hope of restor-
ing our government to solvency and as-
suring that we can continue to provide
for the common defense and promote
the general welfare for ourselves and
our posterity.

PHILIPS LIGHTING FACTORY
CLOSING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this year, I stood in Fall River, Massa-
chusetts, and told our country the
story of that proud and resilient city.

Today, for nearly 200 working fami-
lies, that resilience is being tested be-
cause, this week, after celebrating $342
million in profits, Philips Lighting an-
nounced that they would be closing
their factory in Fall River and moving
those jobs to Mexico. Almost 200 loyal,
lifelong employees are left behind, ca-
reers upended, savings lost. Mortgages,
healthcare bills, tuition payments will
be missed.

For the 61-year-old worker who is
near retirement and paying off his
daughter’s student loans, a meager in-
vestment in workforce retraining is
not worth all that much.

For the countless workers who sit
around dining room tables in south-
eastern Massachusetts tonight trying
to figure out how their family budget
can absorb impossible cuts, bland lip
service given by this White House yes-
terday means nothing.

But that is not even the whole story.
Philips Lighting shareholders are being
showered with $187.4 million in stock
buybacks because of Donald Trump’s
tax plan.

Make no mistake, that is the legacy
of this tax bill: working families that
are left sorting through the wreckage
while CEOs bask in windfalls; lights
turned off on empty American factory
floors while shareholders grin around
boardroom tables; success somehow de-
fined in dividends and return on invest-
ment rather than in jobs, in paychecks,
in families supported, retirements
earned, and dreams realized.

Yes, Fall River is a unique city, but
across this country, other families and
communities find themselves in the
same impossible place as economic
afterthoughts in a Republican economy
increasingly tilted towards the privi-
leged and the powerful with a govern-
ment that refuses to hear their voices.

HONORING SALSA SOKOLSKI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late a constituent from Warren County
who has a truly remarkable story, an
American story.

Salsa Ananda Catherina grew up in
rural Indonesia on the central island of
Java. She was raised by her grand-
mother and uncle and lived in a house
without electricity, where water came
from an underground spring.

Salsa left home at age 16 to go to
work for Sony TV in Malaysia. Most of
the money she made was sent home to
help her family, primarily for her
brother and his four children, but also
to her uncle, who helped raise her.

Salsa moved to Hong Kong at the age
of 26 to work with families. She helped
raise children, did cooking and general
housekeeping. Again, most of the
money she made was sent back to Indo-
nesia to help her family survive.

It was in Hong Kong that Salsa
taught herself how to speak English,
and, today, she not only speaks English
fluently, but she is also fluent in more
than six languages, all of them self-
taught.

It was in Hong Kong that Salsa met
her future husband, Lincoln Sokolski,
who was there on business. Lincoln is
president of Whirley-DrinkWorks! in
Warren, Pennsylvania. The pair dated
long distance for 5 years, and in 2010,
Salsa came to the United States on a
fiancee visa.

Salsa and Lincoln were married in
Warren on July 10, 2010, on the beau-
tiful grounds of the Crary Museum.
Salsa’s first job was as a volunteer at
the Warren County YMCA. She helped
greet guests and performed other cus-
tomer service responsibilities.

A year later, Salsa had done some-
thing she had never done before: she
learned to drive. She obtained her driv-
er’s license and started working at
Blair, in the packaging area. Salsa had
never driven a car prior to moving to
the United States.

She would soon take a job at
Whirley-DrinkWorks! in the office per-
forming administrative functions, com-
munications, and human resources. In
her more than 5 years at Whirley-
DrinkWorks!, she has become a highly
valued and respected teammate. Salsa
has also been recognized for her team-
work, positive attitude, and always
coming to work with the highest integ-
rity and loyalty to the company.

In 2013, Salsa graduated from the
yvear-long Leadership Warren program,
which is designed to educate future
leaders on how to work with nonprofit
organizations and help them achieve
sustained success. One key project her
team took on was to help teach dis-
advantaged children how to read.

Salsa and Lincoln are very active in
giving back to the community with
their time, leadership, and personal re-
sources to help make Warren County a
better place to live and work. Among
the organizations the Sokolskis have
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worked with include the Warren
YMCA, the United Fund of Warren
County, Struthers Library Theatre,
Warren General Hospital, Salvation
Army, and numerous others.

Mr. Speaker, Salsa Sokolski’s story
doesn’t end there. On February 2, 2018,
Salsa achieved one of her greatest ac-
complishments, something she con-
siders to be her highest honor—she be-
came a U.S. citizen.

Mr. Speaker, I want to remark on
what an incredible person Salsa
Sokolski is. From working hard to
take care of her family, to teaching
herself more that six languages and
giving back to her community, Salsa
truly is impressive.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Salsa on
achieving her American citizenship. I
am proud to call her a fellow Amer-
ican.

——————

103RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. SCHIFF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, the world marked the 103rd anni-
versary of the Armenian Genocide, the
systematic murder of 1.5 million Arme-
nians and the displacement of millions
more in the Ottoman Empire from 1915
to 1923.

In my district in Los Angeles, 1
joined tens of thousands of descendants
of genocide survivors and others to
march through the streets, a living tes-
tament to the resilience of the Arme-
nian people. Yet, in our Nation’s Cap-
ital, the White House and Congress
were once again sadly silent, failing to
properly recognize the genocide.

More than a century after the Arme-
nian Genocide, it is our solemn respon-
sibility to remember those who were
lost, to seek justice and restitution,
and to educate Americans and the
world about the crime of genocide.

A recent poll of Americans found
that the details of the Holocaust are
increasingly fading from memory, par-
ticularly among younger generations.
Two-thirds of millennials do not know
what Auschwitz is or what happened
there, and many others of all ages
couldn’t answer basic questions about
the Holocaust. As someone who lost
family members in the Holocaust, I
find these results horrifying.

There is no doubt that public under-
standing of the Armenian Genocide is
far lower, and that is due, in part, to
the silence of those who should be lead-
ing the conversation about it and to
Turkey’s nefarious campaign of denial.

How many Americans know of Red
Sunday, the day in 1915 in which Arme-
nian leaders and intellectuals in Con-
stantinople were rounded up to be sent
to camps from which many would
never return?

How many know of the concentration
camps in Deir ez-Zor, where Armenians
were tortured, raped, and starved?

How many Americans know that, in
the years after the genocide, through
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the Near East Relief effort, the gen-
erosity of the American people saved
the lives of thousands of survivors and
helped secure the future of the Arme-
nian people?

And finally, how many Americans
know that the Congress and the Presi-
dent have refused to acknowledge the
Armenian Genocide, intimidated into
silence by Turkey?

Turkey has invested heavily in the
cause of denial, and to our shame, the
U.S. Government has been intimidated
into silence. Though Turkey remains a
member of NATO, under the autocratic
and repressive rule of President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan, Turkey has become
the leading jailer of journalists in the
world and discussion of the genocide
can bring criminal punishment.

U.S. citizens have also been the vic-
tims of Erdogan’s crackdown on free
expression. Last year, Erdogan’s secu-
rity detail brutally assaulted peaceful
protesters in Washington, D.C. Charges
against 11 of the 15 Turkish nationals
charged have been dropped, and there
is little indication that Turkey will
pay any diplomatic price for this at-
tack.

In northern Syria, where the United
States has worked closely with part-
ners to devastate ISIS, Turkey has
chosen to place its paramount focus on
fighting the Kurds, even launching a
military offensive into Syria that
threatens our own soldiers and those of
our allies. Erdogan has even gone so far
as to threaten the United States with
an ‘‘Ottoman slap.”

These are not the actions of an ally.
They are the actions of a nation that
feels emboldened to act with indiffer-
ence to the United States. And who can
blame them? For over a quarter cen-
tury, Presidents and Congresses of both
parties have been bullied into genocide
denial for fear Turkey will withdraw
their already transactional and fleet-
ing cooperation.

It has never been in our national se-
curity interest to be complicit in an-
other country’s denial of human rights,
let alone denial of genocide. It is time
for America to speak plainly about the
Armenian Genocide and the violation
of human rights anywhere in the world.

IMPOSING NEW SANCTIONS ON
HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. HILL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
colleague, Mr. SCHIFF, for his remarks
on genocide and turning our back on
the facts that we find around the
world. I really appreciate his thoughts.

I want to rise today and talk to my
colleagues and the American people
about the atrocities in Syria and call
on my colleagues in the Senate to ex-
peditiously vote on a bill authored here
in the House by the ranking member
on the Foreign Affairs Committee,
ELioT ENGEL, H.R. 1677, the Caesar
Syria Civilian Protection Act of 2017.
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This legislation imposes new sanc-
tions on human rights abusers in the
sad state of affairs in Syria and those
who facilitate the Assad regime’s
atrocities, and it encourages negotia-
tions to bring about a lasting political
solution there. It also authorizes the
State Department to support entities
that are collecting and preserving the
chain of evidence for the eventual pros-
ecution of those who have committed
war crimes and crimes against human-
ity in Syria since March of 2011.

The world has witnessed many gener-
ational examples of butchery and geno-
cide by menaces, including Hitler, Sta-
lin, Pol Pot, and many others. But in
the last 7 years, the world has allowed
us to recognize a new name for evil and
cruelty in this millennium: Bashar al-
Assad and his henchmen.

For the last 7 years, the world has ex-
pressed outrage, yet twiddled their
thumbs while this modern-day Hitler
annihilates the civilian population of
Syria.
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Systematically, leader Assad has sav-
agely directed the bombing, bludg-
eoning, gassing, electrocution, and tor-
ture of his people.

Saddam Hussein’s use of chemical
weapons in the 1980s against Iran ap-
pears tame in comparison to the cal-
culated bombing of weaponized chlo-
rine and sarin dropped into children’s
hospitals, medical facilities, and vil-
lages across Syria.

I am grateful that, after a little
thumb twiddling from the prior admin-
istration, the Trump administration
has galvanized our allies against this
genocide and has taken action to stop
the use of chemical weapons against
the Syrian people.

I call on the Senate to act with expe-
dition and pass the Caesar Syria Civil-
ian Protection Act, and finally help ob-
tain the kind of documentation that we
need, Mr. Speaker, to end this step
back into darkness and convict Assad
and his co-conspirators and his
enablers of war crimes.

VILONIA STUDENTS RETURNING LOST ITEMS

AFTER TORNADO

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize a group of students in
Vilonia, Arkansas, who are collecting
personal items lost after the dev-
astating tornado that hit their town 4
years ago.

Erin Rappold, the teacher who cre-
ated this project, was inspired after
finding a baby picture in the debris.

Over the last 4 years, the students
have collected 90,000 items, and only
have about 2,000 left to be claimed.
They launched their own website to
help people reunite with their photos,
their birth certificates, and their edu-
cation diplomas.

A memorial dedication planned by
those students will be held Friday, at
10 a.m., to remember the victims of the
2011 and 2014 tornadoes.

In the face of tragedy, these students
have furnished us with an inspirational
model for solidarity and hope.
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I applaud Ms. Rappold and these cou-
rageous students for their efforts and
dedication to the Vilonia community.

———

SNAP CUTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
again today to decry the majority’s
war on the poor, especially those
women who get up every single day and
struggle as mothers, often are care-
takers for elderly parents, who are jug-
gling two and three minimum wage
jobs at $7.25 an hour to take care of
their families, and then being told that
they are welfare cheats because they
need assistance from programs like the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program in order to meet basic food
needs. The last time I checked, Mr.
Speaker, food was not a luxury, but a
basic life necessity.

In a few weeks, this House will take
up a bill which has been designated
H.R. 2, an enumeration which reflects
the majority’s priorities. Now, as you
recall, Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1 was re-
served for the over $1 trillion tax give-
away we gave to corporations and to
the wealthy. And as has been noted
earlier in our morning hour, we are fac-
ing a sovereign debt crisis because that
bill will thrust us into trillions of dol-
lars of debt in the future.

So what does H.R. 2 do?

H.R. 2 makes very harmful changes
to the Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program, cutting $23 billion in
funding, reducing eligibility, and to
generate resentment against the poor
so that these draconian cuts will be
tolerated by the public. After all, we
have to pay for H.R. 1 some kind of
way, so H.R. 2 is the solution. The nu-
merous ideological and unproven poli-
cies that simply stigmatize and punish
the poor are what constitutes H.R. 2,
along with the $23 billion cut.

Now, just let me say, Mr. Speaker, 1
want to remind you that the majority
of SNAP participants are children, sen-
iors, and people with disabilities. These
are individuals who will not be part of
any workforce. No matter how mean-
spirited you decide to be, Mr. Speaker,
and no matter how many of these ill-
advised work policies you put in place,
a T-year-old cannot work; someone dis-
abled cannot work; someone 68, 69
years old may not be able to find a job
that an employer will provide for them.

And of the rest of those who receive
SNAP, let’s talk about the facts. More
than half of SNAP households have at
least one working age disabled adult in
it while receiving SNAP. More than 80
percent work in the year before or
after receiving SNAP. Work rates are
even higher for families with children
where more than 60 percent work.
Work, Mr. Speaker, while receiving
SNAP.

Yet, we have H.R. 2, which requires
work requirements. And yet, we talk
about how to extend and make the
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