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would cut off or reduce SNAP benefits, nar-
row eligibility, or force more people to navi-
gate harsh and unnecessary program rules,
including people with disabilities and their
families.

In particular, we are concerned that the
draft Farm Bill released last week includes a
number of provisions that would harm people
with disabilities and their families. Small in-
creases in the proposed bill are insufficient
to make up for significant benefit reduc-
tions.

New work requirements with highly puni-
tive rules would cut off SNAP benefits for
many people—including in families with
children, adults, and seniors with disabil-
ities. It may seem simple to assert that
‘“‘people with disabilities will be exempt,”
but converting such a statement into an ef-
fective policy process is complicated, expen-
sive, and fundamentally flawed. Many people
with disabilities receive SNAP, but do not
meet SNAP’s statutory definitions of ‘‘dis-
ability” or have not been so identified.
Under SNAP, states have no obligation to
help people prove they are exempt, even if
they have difficulty obtaining the necessary
records or verification from a doctor. In ad-
dition, states are under no obligation to en-
sure that people with disabilities have access
to the full array of services they might need
to work—such as accessible transportation,
supported employment, and personal care aid
services. People with disabilities often want
to work, but need additional supports and
services to obtain and keep jobs, in addition
to facing discrimination and misconceptions
about their ability to work.

Underfunded work programs would be woe-
fully inadequate to meet training needs. Pro-
posed new investments in SNAP employment
and training programs—funded in large part
by benefit cuts—amount to only about $30
per person per month. This amount would be
grossly insufficient to provide adequate em-
ployment services for people subject to pro-
posed new work requirements, including job-
seekers with disabilities.

New reporting requirements would create
major hurdles to benefits. Proposed new re-
porting requirements related to eligibility,
employment and training, and time limits
would be extremely difficult for many people
with disabilities to navigate and comply
with. For example, ending a decades-old sim-
plification measure and instead requiring
people to share utility bills with the SNAP
office—or else, see their benefits reduced—is
harsh, unnecessary, and burdensome both for
SNAP participants and states.

If Congress wishes to explore meaningful
opportunities for SNAP participants to in-
crease self-sufficiency through employment,
we recommend awaiting the results of the
Employment & Training pilot projects au-
thorized under the 2014 Farm Bill. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) awarded
pilot grants in 2015, all 10 state programs are
operational, and evaluation activities will
operate through 2021. Already, a number of
pilot states have cited multiple barriers
faced by participants, including ‘‘health
issues.” It will be important for USDA and
the evaluators to carefully explore the expe-
riences and outcomes of people with disabil-
ities and their families in these pilot pro-
grams. Congress should await the final pilot
evaluations before considering any changes
in these areas.

We call on you to reconsider proposals that
would weaken SNAP’s effectiveness as our
nation’s foremost anti-hunger program by
limiting access, reducing benefits, and cre-
ating administrative hurdles. We urge all
Members to vote no on the draft Agriculture
and Nutrition Act of 2018 released last week,
and instead to work on a bipartisan basis to
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strengthen and protect SNAP as part of the
Farm Bill.
Sincerely,
CCD POVERTY AD HoC
TASK FORCE CO-CHAIRS:
LisA EKMAN,
National Organization

of Social Security
Claimants’ Rep-
resentatives.

CHRIS RODRIGUEZ,
National Disability In-
stitute.
T.J. SUTCLIFFE,
The Arc of the United
States.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I
could spend hours pointing out the bad
provisions in this bill, but I'll close by
once again urging this Republican lead-
ership to stop their attacks on those
living in poverty. Pull this bill. Pull
this awful bill.

Let’s work together to craft a bipar-
tisan farm bill that supports our farm-
ers and our nutrition programs. Let’s
advance a bill that we can all be proud
of. Negotiate a bipartisan bill. Stop in-
sisting on this $23 billion cut to SNAP
benefits. Let’s pass a good farm bill,
not this partisan nightmare.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Republican
leadership in this Congress to join with
us to end hunger now. Stop trying to
make hunger worse. Let’s join together
and end hunger now. It is our moral
imperative.

———————

PATH TO DEBT CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, in
December we adopted one of the most
important tax reform laws in our Na-
tion’s history. It is producing higher
wages, better job opportunities, and
greater economic expansion than we
have seen in a decade. But having cut
taxes, we assumed an urgent responsi-
bility to restrain spending.

Taxes and debt are two sides of the
same coin. A debt is simply a future
tax. Once we have spent a dollar, we
have already decided to tax it, either
now or in the future. It is the spending
that is the problem. Three numbers—
26, 29, and 46—tell the whole story.
Over the last 10 years, population and
inflation have increased a combined 26
percent. Our revenues have more than
kept pace, increasing 29 percent. The
problem is that third number. Our
spending has grown 46 percent.

We are now approaching a trillion-
dollar annual deficit with $21 trillion of
total debt. This not only crowds out
capital that would otherwise be used
for economic expansion; it also pro-
duces staggering interest costs on that
debt, which today amount to $475 bil-
lion a year.

Our total defense spending this year
is roughly $675 billion. Every 1 percent
increase in interest rates adds roughly
$200 billion to our annual interest
costs. If capital markets believe we
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have no plan and no inclination to con-
trol our spending, they could soon
begin demanding higher rates to com-
pensate their added risk.

That is a debt spiral. It leads to a
debt crisis. Pension systems implode,
basic services falter, the economy col-
lapses, and the population flees. Puerto
Rico’s debt crisis has left its Govern-
ment completely helpless to respond to
last year’s hurricanes.

The instrument required to prevent
this from happening is the Federal
budget. It is supposed to set limits on
discretionary and mandatory spending
and to provide a streamlined process to
adjust statutes to meet those levels.
The deadline for Congress to pass such
a budget was April 15. To date, the
House Budget Committee has done pre-
cisely nothing to fulfill this statutory
requirement and this fiscal imperative.
Nothing.

The Constitution gives to the House
the power of the purse. A dollar is not
spent by this government unless the
House says it gets spent. Two months
ago, having cut taxes, the House has
approved a 20 percent increase in dis-
cretionary spending, placing us on a
path that will inexorably lead to a sov-
ereign debt crisis. And the House Budg-
et Committee, over the objections of
myself and others, has done nothing to
produce a plan to get us off that path.
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Fortunately, the Republican Study
Committee, the largest caucus in the
Congress, has stepped forward to offer
a comprehensive budget for fiscal year
2019. I chair the Budget and Spending
Task Force of the RSC, and I want to
thank the many Members and staff
who provided countless hours to
produce it.

The RSC budget is, at present, the
only credible and comprehensive plan
in Congress to turn us back toward fis-
cal solvency before it is too late, get-
ting us back to balance by 2026. It com-
bines the fiscal reforms proposed by
the members of the RSC over the last
several sessions, along with innova-
tions and service delivery proposed by
the CBO, the GAO, the administration,
and by think tanks like Heritage Foun-
dation and Mercatus.

It shows, program by program, how
we can reform them in a manner that
produces more effective service deliv-
ery at a much lower cost, save Medi-
care and Social Security from impend-
ing collapse, and fully fund our Na-
tion’s defense.

Yes, it gores every sacred cow in the
Federal bureaucracy, and we will hear
howls of protest from the partisans of
the status quo; but we are running out
of time, and we are running out of op-
tions. Those same voices have placed
us on a collision course with bank-
ruptcy, and countries that bankrupt
themselves aren’t around very long.

A sovereign debt crisis is coming to
America, and at our current rate of
spending and borrowing, it could be
coming very soon. I implore the House
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leadership to allow this budget to be
brought at once to the floor and at
least give the House the fleeting and
perhaps final chance to avert the fiscal
crisis that looms before us.

Given the fact that there is no cred-
ible plan even being considered to
avert this crisis, the RSC budget may
represent the last best hope of restor-
ing our government to solvency and as-
suring that we can continue to provide
for the common defense and promote
the general welfare for ourselves and
our posterity.

PHILIPS LIGHTING FACTORY
CLOSING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this year, I stood in Fall River, Massa-
chusetts, and told our country the
story of that proud and resilient city.

Today, for nearly 200 working fami-
lies, that resilience is being tested be-
cause, this week, after celebrating $342
million in profits, Philips Lighting an-
nounced that they would be closing
their factory in Fall River and moving
those jobs to Mexico. Almost 200 loyal,
lifelong employees are left behind, ca-
reers upended, savings lost. Mortgages,
healthcare bills, tuition payments will
be missed.

For the 61-year-old worker who is
near retirement and paying off his
daughter’s student loans, a meager in-
vestment in workforce retraining is
not worth all that much.

For the countless workers who sit
around dining room tables in south-
eastern Massachusetts tonight trying
to figure out how their family budget
can absorb impossible cuts, bland lip
service given by this White House yes-
terday means nothing.

But that is not even the whole story.
Philips Lighting shareholders are being
showered with $187.4 million in stock
buybacks because of Donald Trump’s
tax plan.

Make no mistake, that is the legacy
of this tax bill: working families that
are left sorting through the wreckage
while CEOs bask in windfalls; lights
turned off on empty American factory
floors while shareholders grin around
boardroom tables; success somehow de-
fined in dividends and return on invest-
ment rather than in jobs, in paychecks,
in families supported, retirements
earned, and dreams realized.

Yes, Fall River is a unique city, but
across this country, other families and
communities find themselves in the
same impossible place as economic
afterthoughts in a Republican economy
increasingly tilted towards the privi-
leged and the powerful with a govern-
ment that refuses to hear their voices.

HONORING SALSA SOKOLSKI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late a constituent from Warren County
who has a truly remarkable story, an
American story.

Salsa Ananda Catherina grew up in
rural Indonesia on the central island of
Java. She was raised by her grand-
mother and uncle and lived in a house
without electricity, where water came
from an underground spring.

Salsa left home at age 16 to go to
work for Sony TV in Malaysia. Most of
the money she made was sent home to
help her family, primarily for her
brother and his four children, but also
to her uncle, who helped raise her.

Salsa moved to Hong Kong at the age
of 26 to work with families. She helped
raise children, did cooking and general
housekeeping. Again, most of the
money she made was sent back to Indo-
nesia to help her family survive.

It was in Hong Kong that Salsa
taught herself how to speak English,
and, today, she not only speaks English
fluently, but she is also fluent in more
than six languages, all of them self-
taught.

It was in Hong Kong that Salsa met
her future husband, Lincoln Sokolski,
who was there on business. Lincoln is
president of Whirley-DrinkWorks! in
Warren, Pennsylvania. The pair dated
long distance for 5 years, and in 2010,
Salsa came to the United States on a
fiancee visa.

Salsa and Lincoln were married in
Warren on July 10, 2010, on the beau-
tiful grounds of the Crary Museum.
Salsa’s first job was as a volunteer at
the Warren County YMCA. She helped
greet guests and performed other cus-
tomer service responsibilities.

A year later, Salsa had done some-
thing she had never done before: she
learned to drive. She obtained her driv-
er’s license and started working at
Blair, in the packaging area. Salsa had
never driven a car prior to moving to
the United States.

She would soon take a job at
Whirley-DrinkWorks! in the office per-
forming administrative functions, com-
munications, and human resources. In
her more than 5 years at Whirley-
DrinkWorks!, she has become a highly
valued and respected teammate. Salsa
has also been recognized for her team-
work, positive attitude, and always
coming to work with the highest integ-
rity and loyalty to the company.

In 2013, Salsa graduated from the
yvear-long Leadership Warren program,
which is designed to educate future
leaders on how to work with nonprofit
organizations and help them achieve
sustained success. One key project her
team took on was to help teach dis-
advantaged children how to read.

Salsa and Lincoln are very active in
giving back to the community with
their time, leadership, and personal re-
sources to help make Warren County a
better place to live and work. Among
the organizations the Sokolskis have
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worked with include the Warren
YMCA, the United Fund of Warren
County, Struthers Library Theatre,
Warren General Hospital, Salvation
Army, and numerous others.

Mr. Speaker, Salsa Sokolski’s story
doesn’t end there. On February 2, 2018,
Salsa achieved one of her greatest ac-
complishments, something she con-
siders to be her highest honor—she be-
came a U.S. citizen.

Mr. Speaker, I want to remark on
what an incredible person Salsa
Sokolski is. From working hard to
take care of her family, to teaching
herself more that six languages and
giving back to her community, Salsa
truly is impressive.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate Salsa on
achieving her American citizenship. I
am proud to call her a fellow Amer-
ican.

——————

103RD ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. SCHIFF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, the world marked the 103rd anni-
versary of the Armenian Genocide, the
systematic murder of 1.5 million Arme-
nians and the displacement of millions
more in the Ottoman Empire from 1915
to 1923.

In my district in Los Angeles, 1
joined tens of thousands of descendants
of genocide survivors and others to
march through the streets, a living tes-
tament to the resilience of the Arme-
nian people. Yet, in our Nation’s Cap-
ital, the White House and Congress
were once again sadly silent, failing to
properly recognize the genocide.

More than a century after the Arme-
nian Genocide, it is our solemn respon-
sibility to remember those who were
lost, to seek justice and restitution,
and to educate Americans and the
world about the crime of genocide.

A recent poll of Americans found
that the details of the Holocaust are
increasingly fading from memory, par-
ticularly among younger generations.
Two-thirds of millennials do not know
what Auschwitz is or what happened
there, and many others of all ages
couldn’t answer basic questions about
the Holocaust. As someone who lost
family members in the Holocaust, I
find these results horrifying.

There is no doubt that public under-
standing of the Armenian Genocide is
far lower, and that is due, in part, to
the silence of those who should be lead-
ing the conversation about it and to
Turkey’s nefarious campaign of denial.

How many Americans know of Red
Sunday, the day in 1915 in which Arme-
nian leaders and intellectuals in Con-
stantinople were rounded up to be sent
to camps from which many would
never return?

How many know of the concentration
camps in Deir ez-Zor, where Armenians
were tortured, raped, and starved?

How many Americans know that, in
the years after the genocide, through
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