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Judge Patricia Gifford, who recently 
passed away, unexpectedly, just shy of 
her 80th birthday. 

She was a pillar in the Marion Coun-
ty, Indianapolis, Indiana, community; 
a role model for so many lawyers and 
judges; and a dear friend. She will be 
forever remembered for inspiring 
women and redefining the role of 
women in the courtroom. 

She was one of only two females in 
her law school class. She was part of a 
team of the first women in the country 
appointed to prosecute only sex crimes 
cases, primarily rape cases, and she 
was the sixth female to assume the 
bench in Indiana. 

In 1992, Judge Gifford gained inter-
national recognition for presiding over 
the famous rape trial of former heavy-
weight boxing champion Mike Tyson. 
The extensive international media cov-
erage could have easily turned that 
trial into a circus, but not under her 
watch. Judge Gifford was widely 
praised throughout the country for 
keeping order throughout the trial and 
presiding over a fair trial. Those of us 
who practiced in her court expected 
nothing less. 

She retired after a 30-year distin-
guished career on the bench. The peo-
ple of Indiana’s Fifth Congressional 
District, and especially those in Mar-
ion County, are forever grateful for 
Judge Gifford’s many contributions to 
our Hoosier community. 

We join her family—her husband, Bob 
Butsch; her daughter, Jennifer Butsch 
Petit; and her family—in mourning our 
loss. 

f 

NATIONAL MENINGITIS 
AWARENESS DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to support 
a resolution that I am introducing to 
raise awareness of the danger of menin-
gitis B. 

Nearly 1,000 Americans contract the 
meningitis disease each year, and for 
more than 15 percent of the victims, it 
is, tragically, fatal. I want to share the 
stories of two of those victims here 
today. 

Emily Stillman was born on Sep-
tember 11, 1993. She used to joke that 
she had the unluckiest birthday, but 
her mom, Alicia, was always quick to 
reply: No; it was one of the luckiest 
days of our lives. 

Emily was a 19-year-old sophomore 
at Kalamazoo College in Michigan 
when she contracted meningitis B, and 
on January 31, 2013, Emily called home 
complaining of a headache. She was 
hospitalized for just 36 hours, and then 
she passed away. 

Emily had a rare strain of meningitis 
for which there was no approved vac-
cine yet in the United States. It was a 
shock, of course, to the Stillman fam-
ily that their young daughter, who was 
so vibrant and full of life, was taken 
away at such a young age. 

Then, in 2014, just a little later, the 
vaccine for meningitis B was finally 
approved by the FDA and made avail-
able here in the United States after I 
and several other of my colleagues had 
been advocating for its approval. Yet, 
even today, fewer than 10 percent of 
young people receive the meningitis B 
vaccine. 

Emily’s mother, Alicia, who is in the 
gallery with us today, founded The 
Emily Stillman Foundation to help 
preserve her daughter’s memory and 
also advocate both for vaccination and 
organ donation. 

Mr. Speaker, Patti Wukovits also 
lost her 17-year-old daughter Kimberly 
in 2012. Patti is also joining us here in 
the House gallery today. 

Her daughter Kimberly Coffey was a 
high school senior on Long Island and 
was just 17 years old when she con-
tracted meningitis B back in 2012. Her 
parents, of course, were blindsided, 
thinking she had been vaccinated. 
Within hours of being hospitalized, she 
went into cardiac arrest and her organs 
began to fail. Her mother had to make 
that agonizing decision to actually re-
move her from life support. 

To honor Kimberly’s memory, Patti 
founded The Kimberly Coffey Founda-
tion, with the mission of also edu-
cating others about the importance of 
vaccination against meningitis B. 

Mr. Speaker, the resolution that I am 
introducing today will designate April 
24 as National Meningitis Awareness 
Day to help educate other parents and 
other young people about the dangers 
of meningitis and the important need 
for vaccination. 

Alicia Stillman and Patti Wukovits 
already know that alerting families 
about a simple vaccine can prevent a 
tragedy. It is also time for us, Mr. 
Speaker, to broaden the awareness so 
that they are not just doing this on 
their own. 

f 

b 1230 
BREAKING THE SILENCE: AD-

DRESSING SEXUAL ASSAULT ON 
CAMPUS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. ‘‘Have courage and 
be kind.’’ These were the words Megan 
Rondini left behind on a whiteboard in 
her school apartment. 

Yesterday, at a Sexual Assault on 
Campus Forum at Rice University in 
Houston, Texas, sponsored by the Vic-
tims’ Rights Caucus, Megan’s father, 
Mike Rondini, spoke these words. He is 
from Austin. He tries to live by these 
words every day. 

Megan Rondini was sexually as-
saulted while a student at the Univer-
sity of Alabama in 2015. Doing every-
thing a sexual assault victim should 
do, Megan immediately called the po-
lice and went to the hospital, but the 
hospital did not have a sexual assault 
forensic examiner or a SANE on staff, 
meaning no one there was trained to 
properly deal with a sexual assault vic-

tim or properly collect DNA evidence 
for a rape kit. 

As a former prosecutor and a judge, I 
have seen, firsthand, the trauma and 
pain that rape causes victims. Some-
times that pain never goes away. The 
hospital’s failure to provide adequate 
care left Megan feeling hopeless and 
alone. 

After the hospital, she went to the 
police station, and there she was treat-
ed with disdain. The police didn’t be-
lieve her and instead read her, the vic-
tim—get this—the Miranda warnings. 
Are you kidding me? Rape is never the 
fault of the victim. 

When Megan sought counseling at 
the university, the counselor abruptly 
interrupted her and told her she was 
close to the family of the rapist and 
promptly turned Megan away, pro-
viding no other counselor. 

Megan was completely failed by the 
system—by the university, the hos-
pital, and the police. Mr. Speaker, not 
long after, she took her life. 

Megan’s story is heartbreaking, but 
her memory reminds us that we must 
be tenacious in fighting sexual assault 
on campus and everywhere else. The 
unfortunate reality, Mr. Speaker, is 
that stories like Megan’s are common. 

Congressmen OLSON, CULBERSON, and 
I joined together at the forum yester-
day, and we all heard stories about 
this, firsthand, from victims. It is al-
ways personal. When victims are ig-
nored and rejected, they feel like they 
have been abandoned, and in many 
cases, they have been. They are forced 
to relive their attack over and over 
again. 

Last year, I introduced, along with 
my friend, CAROLYN MALONEY, the bi-
partisan Megan Rondini Act, a bill that 
would require hospitals to provide ac-
cess to a SAFE (Sexual Assault 
Forensics Examiner) or a SANE (Sex-
ual Assault Nurse Examiner) or have a 
plan in place to get a victim to a near-
by hospital that can provide forensic 
medical services. Professor and sexual 
assault nurse examiner Nancy Downing 
from Texas A&M testified yesterday 
that by providing SANEs to rape vic-
tims, a hospital can dramatically im-
prove a victim’s chance to recover 
emotionally and medically from the at-
tack. 

In addition, I am a cosponsor to 
CAROLYN MALONEY’S (NY) bipartisan 
legislation to require colleges to have a 
sexual assault victim advocate on staff 
to assist and advise sexual assault vic-
tims. There should be no more school 
counselors that turn victims away. 

The director of public policy for 
Texas Association Against Sexual As-
sault, Chris Kaiser, also testified, and 
he talked about how the Association 
and other associations are working on 
many levels to provide a culture of 
change within law enforcement and the 
attitude of peace officers regarding 
this type of crime, and also, more re-
porting require. 
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Treating victims like criminals is 

never okay. Remember, Mr. Speaker, 
rape is never the fault of the victim. As 
we become more aware of this das-
tardly crime, some schools, like Rice 
University, have made excellent strides 
to address sexual assault on campus. 
The Rice dean of undergraduates, Dr. 
John Hutchinson, and former Rice stu-
dent body president, Justin Onwenu, 
both testified about the many positive 
proactive steps Rice has taken; a guide 
for other universities. 

Rice University requires all students 
to participate in a student-driven 6- 
week course that teaches young college 
students to notice the signs of sexual 
assault and work to change the culture 
that allows sexual assault to occur on 
campus. It is work like this that will 
help foster a culture change where sur-
vivors of sexual assault will feel sup-
ported by our community. 

Sexual assault on campus must end. 
We must change the culture to prevent 
this crime. We must give victims sup-
port to recover and become survivors, 
and we must let offenders know they 
will be held accountable for their acts, 
and they will meet the law. 

Mr. Speaker, we should follow the 
words of Megan Rondini: ‘‘Have cour-
age, and be kind.’’ 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 35 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Eternal God, we give You thanks for 

giving us another day. We pause in 
Your presence and ask guidance for the 
men and women of the people’s House. 

Enable them, O God, to act on what 
they believe to be right and just, and 
to do so in ways that show respect for 
those with whom they disagree. In this, 
may they grow to be models and good 
examples in a time when so many in 
our world are unable to engage grace-
fully with those with whom they are at 
odds. 

Bless us this day and every day, and 
may all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House be for Your greater honor 
and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair has examined the Journal of the 

last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I de-
mand a vote on agreeing to the Speak-
er’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I object to the vote on the ground 
that a quorum is not present and make 
the point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from the Northern Mariana 
Islands (Mr. SABLAN) come forward and 
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

Mr. SABLAN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF HAROLD K. 
GRAVES, JR. 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life and passing 
of Harold K. Graves, Jr. 

A native of Kentucky, Harold later 
lived in Oklahoma, moved to California 
at a very young age, and eventually to 
Nevada County. 

Throughout his life, he developed a 
reputation for being a natural born 
leader, whether it was as a young man 
leading his fellow mates in the neigh-
borhood at playtime or carrying on 
through his service in Vietnam and in 
civilian life. He went through basic 
training at Fort Ord, California, was 
chosen for Officer Candidate School in 
Georgia, and then went on to Ranger 
School. 

First Lieutenant Graves received 
many distinguished awards for his her-
oism in combat, including the Silver 
Star, Bronze Star, Purple Heart, and 
many more. He was a special assistant 
to a general for a time. When he 
learned after one day that one of his 
duties was setting out nametags for 
dinner, he requested to move on to a 
different type of tougher duty. That 
was his leadership. That was Harold. 

Back home, Harold quickly became a 
leader in his community as well. He 

served as president of many commu-
nity organizations, including the local 
chamber and Rotary. With his Holly-
wood actor looks, he charmed many, 
including his beautiful wife, Patricia. 
They went on to have two beautiful 
daughters, Jennifer and Kerry, and 
four wonderful grandchildren. 

In his service to Nevada City and Ne-
vada County, Harold was president of 
the local Vietnam Veterans of America 
chapter and became an honorary mem-
ber of the Blue Knights Law Enforce-
ment Motorcycle Club. 

I was proud to have known him. Even 
in hard times, such as after he laid the 
motorcycle over, he still had that 
charm and presence even when he was 
recovering. 

We will miss him. He was a great 
asset to our community and to the 
United States, as well as his family. 
God bless him and his family. 

f 

DEMOCRATS WILL KEEP OUR 
PROMISE 

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SABLAN. Madam Speaker, Re-
publicans have relentlessly tried to un-
dermine the pillars of Americans’ re-
tirement security. 

The Trump budget alone calls for $500 
billion in cuts to Medicare, almost $1.5 
trillion in cuts to Medicaid, and $72 bil-
lion in cuts to Social Security dis-
ability. Democrats will keep our prom-
ise to our seniors and protect the 
health, well-being, and financial secu-
rity of American families by strength-
ening Medicare, Medicaid, and Social 
Security. 

Moreover, the Trump budget calls for 
cuts to vital childcare development 
block grants that help ensure working 
parents have access to quality, afford-
able child care. Democrats are calling 
for expanded childcare assistance and 
universal access to high-quality pre-
school programs so every child can 
have a strong start. 

f 

SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEOPLE OF 
NICARAGUA 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to condemn the actions 
of Daniel Ortega against the people of 
Nicaragua who peacefully protested the 
regime. 

Ortega has taken a page out of the 
Castro and Maduro playbook and has 
unleashed his national police to kill 
more than 30 young Nicaraguans and 
injure many others over the weekend. 
He is presenting a false narrative that 
the political protests are political 
maneuverings by the opposition, giving 
him the excuse to censure all inde-
pendent media, while his people beat, 
jail, and kill students who are fighting 
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