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By seeking Your presence and wis-
dom in moments of prayer each day, we
humbly lay before You our limitations
and our hopes. We display our openness
to Your creative light to guide us in
the decisions that must be made to
stay the course of government of Your
free people.

Hear the prayers of this people’s
House and call each Member to moral
integrity and charitable bipartisan po-
litical effort that the course of govern-
ment might roll forward toward ad-
vancements of the common good of our
Nation.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

—————
MEDICAL DEBT TAX RELIEF

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, medical debt can be finan-
cially crippling, and folks who have
been fortunate enough to receive debt
forgiveness should not face surprise
taxes from the IRS on that debt.

Unfortunately, the current Tax Code
is not clear on this issue. Therefore, it
is possible for a taxpayer to have their
medical debt canceled, but then be re-
quired to pay taxes on that forgiven
debt as if it were income.

That is plain wrong. To ensure med-
ical debt forgiveness is not a taxable
event, last week, I introduced the Med-
ical Debt Tax Relief Act.

I thank Congressman JOHN LARSON
for joining me in this effort, and I urge
our colleagues to join us both in sup-
port of this commonsense legislation.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF
KATHLEEN DALEY

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the life of Kathleen
Daley, a lifelong Riverside resident and
a dedicated member of our community
who passed away last week.

For more than a decade, I had the
privilege of serving with Kathleen on
the Riverside Community College Dis-
trict Board of Trustees. And though
she was a conservative Republican, and
I a progressive Democrat, never did our
ideologies keep us from finding com-
mon ground when it came to serving
our students.

She taught me what it means to
work with people who have a different
way of seeing things. Her deep under-
standing of budgeting was vital to lift-
ing the college out of severe financial
hardship. Through her service to the
college, as well as to many local non-
profit organizations, Kathleen’s com-
mitment to our community improved
the lives of people across the Inland
Empire region.

My condolences go to Kathleen
Daley’s family and friends.

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
BARBARA BUSH

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today,
like so many others, to honor the
memory of Barbara Bush.

She has already been noted in the
history books for her place as one of
the only two women to be the wife of
one President and the mother of an-
other. But for millions of Americans,
Barbara Bush’s legacy is deeply per-
sonal.

As First Lady, she drew attention to
the issue of family literacy in a way
that resonated with the American pub-
lic. In her own straightforward and
down-to-earth way, she worked to re-
move the shame and stigma of illit-
eracy for adults. She knew and believed
that children are the future, but she
recognized that if a child’s parents
didn’t have basic reading and writing
skills, the whole family’s future is at
risk.

As the House continues to focus on
workforce development and closing the
skills gap, it is fitting to recognize the
voice Barbara Bush gave to that basic
cornerstone of all education: the power
of reading. She embraced lifelong
learning, and the best way to honor her
legacy is to do the same.

As chair of the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce, it is a privi-
lege to honor her memory and her con-
tributions to the work we continue to
do every day.

——
ROSWELL PARK COMPREHENSIVE
CANCER CENTER
(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and

was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)
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Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, 120 years ago, Dr. Roswell
Park founded the first cancer center in
America in Buffalo, New York. For the
last century, Roswell Park Comprehen-
sive Cancer Center has been a leader in
furthering our understanding of cancer
and pioneering new patient treatments.

Roswell Park gave the world the first
preclinical chemotherapy program, the
prostate-specific antigen test, and it is
collaborating today with Cuba on a
promising new lung cancer vaccine.
Herceptin, for metastatic breast can-
cer, was clinically trialed and tested at
Roswell, and new immunotherapy clin-
ical trials are occurring there today.

In addition to promising new treat-
ments, Roswell is home to the compas-
sionate cancer experts for those af-
flicted with cancer and for those who
love the afflicted.

Today, we are urging the National
Institutes of Health to renew Roswell
Park’s well-deserved designation as one
of just 49 national cancer centers in the
Nation.

New lifesaving and life-quality treat-
ments are within reach at Roswell
Park Comprehensive Cancer Center.

———

IMMIGRATION REFORM, TEXAS
STYLE

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a
recent poll of Texas voters shows that
they want to reduce and reform legal
immigration and save jobs for Ameri-
cans.

The Pulse Opinion Research survey
found that 63 percent of Texans favor
less immigration than the current an-
nual level of 1 million. Notably, 56 per-
cent support cutting the number of
green cards by at least half. Only 14
percent of the voters questioned want
to increase immigration.

The poll also determined that Texas
voters, by a 2-1 margin, want to end
chain migration and only admit
spouses and minor children of immi-
grants. Also, respondents strongly sup-
port workforce verification to prevent
illegal immigrants from taking jobs
away from citizens.

Congress should listen to Texans’
views on immigration policy. With a
2,000-mile common border with Mexico,
Texas continues to bear the burden of
our current misguided immigration
system.

————

REMEMBERING FIRST LADY
BARBARA BUSH

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, last night
was a sad day for America. Today, our
Nation mourns the passing of a beloved
American; a bold advocate for family,
for literacy; and a devoted wife, moth-
er, and grandmother, First Lady Bar-
bara Bush.
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Mrs. Bush has brought dignity, civil-
ity, and spirit to everything she did.
Her strength—of character, of her prin-
ciples, of her faith—are a great gift to
our Nation.

Barbara Bush was a woman of excep-
tional grace, with an unmatched spir-
it—again, that spirit—and talent and
skill for bringing people together. She
was not only respected, but adored by
s0 many across our Nation.

Barbara Bush leaves a living legacy
in the Barbara Bush Foundation for
Family Literacy and the deep spirit of
volunteerism she championed on behalf
of children and families. All who knew
Mrs. Bush saw her immense love and
pride in her family. She was a beloved
matriarch for her family and a matri-
arch for America, and she always put
family first.

We hope that it is a comfort to Presi-
dent Bush—73 years of marriage, wow—
former President George Herbert Walk-
er Bush, that our thoughts and prayers
are with you and your children, includ-
ing President George W. Bush. She was
the only woman in America, apart
from Abigail Adams, who was the wife
and mother of a President.

Our prayers are with her grand-
children, her great-grandchildren,
whom she loved, and the entire Bush
family.

We want them to know that so many
share in their grief, pray for them at
this sad time, and are grateful to them
for sharing Barbara Bush with the Na-
tion.

TITLE X AND PLANNED
PARENTHOOD

(Mr. BANKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today in strong support of
changes to title X family planning
funds.

Currently, abortion providers like
Planned Parenthood are eligible to re-
ceive these title X funds, but abortion
is not family planning; it is family end-
ing. It ends the lives of innocent chil-
dren. It is an affront to the very defini-
tion of family.

Title X is Planned Parenthood’s sec-
ond largest funding stream, providing
around $80 million a year. America’s
largest abortion provider, which ends
over 321,000 lives each year, should
never receive a single dime of taxpayer
dollars.

I strongly support efforts to turn off
the title X funding stream for Planned
Parenthood, and urge the Department
of Health and Human Services to issue
new regulations for the title X program
that will stop funding for programs
that include abortion.

Mr. Speaker, there are much better
and life-affirming options than allow-
ing Planned Parenthood access to tax-
payer dollars.
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HAWAII DISASTER

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, over
the last several days, the people of Ha-
waii have faced extreme and severe
weather, heavily impacting the com-
munities of Waimanalo, east Oahu, and
most heavily, the island of Kauai.

Far too many people are living and
struggling in chaos as a result of
record-breaking rain, flooding, and
landslides that have completely dev-
astated communities, homes, and busi-
nesses. It has led to hundreds of people
being evacuated.

Many people are still struggling
without water and electricity. They
are stranded, separated from their chil-
dren and family members on different
parts of the island, and relying on air-
lifts from the Hawaii National Guard
for basic supplies. Time and again, our
Kauai community has come together,
proven to be strong and resilient, mobi-
lized to support and take care of each
other.

I want to say a big thank you to
Mayor Carvalho, the Hawaii National
Guard, the Coast Guard, our first re-
sponders, organizations like the Red
Cross, churches, schools, and members
of our community who have stood up
and taken action, leaders like: Joel
Guy and Ryan Sebring; Doug Phillips,
who was running boats; Laird Ham-
ilton, who was running water rescue;
Hanalei and the Takeshiros, who were
running their Zodiac up and down the
Wainiha River; Malama Kawai, Mocu
Chandler, Laura Richards, and so many
more.

I am looking forward to being on
Kauai tomorrow to offer my support to
those who are helping provide relief to
those most affected as our delegation
stands ready to help Kauai recover
from this disaster.

—————

RECOGNIZING EARTH DAY AND
BOWMAN’S HILL WILDFLOWER
PRESERVE

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
this Sunday, April 22, is Earth Day,
and I am proud to recognize the signifi-
cant event and to reiterate my strong
support for the environmental steward-
ship and conservation in our commu-
nities.

From my days as a Boy Scout, I
learned the true beauty of nature and
the value it brings to our community,
and I still live by the Scouting mantra:
Leave the campsite cleaner than you
found it.

I would like to take this opportunity
to recognize Bowman’s Hill Wildflower
Preserve, which held its annual sympo-
sium last month. This event awards
the Land Ethics Award for usage of na-
tive plants and an eco-friendly design
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to create a sustainable habitat for
wildlife and for public education.

This year’s winner was the Wilma
Quinlan Nature Preserve Committee in
New Britain Borough. I would like to
recognize the Wilma Quinlan Nature
Preserve Committee for their dedica-
tion to land conservation, and con-
gratulate them on receiving this
award.

I would also like to thank and recog-
nize Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Pre-
serve’s education coordinator, Kelly
Joslin, for her role in organizing this
important event.

————
0O 1215
TAX DAY

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, yester-
day was tax day; and this year, mil-
lions of working men and women filed
their taxes knowing that Republicans
want them to bear the costs so cor-
porate special interests and the
wealthiest Americans can get a gigan-
tic tax cut.

Even worse, the new Republican tax
law will raise the deficit by more than
$2 trillion, meaning Medicare and So-
cial Security are now on the chopping
block according to Republican leaders.

This is not what we were elected to
do. Working Americans deserve a bet-
ter deal. Working families deserve a
real and permanent tax cut, not the
scam that they got.

It has been decades since we have
asked the wealthiest Americans to pay
their fair share. No secretary, no jan-
itor, and no mid-level employee should
have to pay a higher tax rate than the
CEO of their company. It is long past
time to fix this broken system and pass
the Buffett rule.

Mr. Speaker, we should be promoting
policies that give families the tools not
just to get by, but to get ahead, instead
of further rigging the system to benefit
the Dbillionaires, millionaires, and
America’s biggest corporations.

It is time for real tax reform and to
undo the tax scam that is going to hurt
S0 many in our country.

———

RECOGNIZING AND CELEBRATING
DR. DABNEY N. MONTGOMERY

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Dr. Dabney N.
Montgomery.

Dr. Montgomery’s selfless service and
his courage have made him an institu-
tion in Harlem. In the face of segrega-
tionist attitudes and racial animus, Dr.
Montgomery joined the U.S. Army Air
Corps as a member of the prestigious
Tuskegee Airmen fighting in World
War II. He walked in lockstep with Dr.
Martin Luther King in the march from
Selma to Montgomery during the civil
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