
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3338 April 16, 2018 
go get the other guy, and they use that 
to get a FISA warrant and investigate 
him using the power of the Federal 
Government, the highest power, to in-
vestigate a private citizen. 

Now, this begs the question, Mr. 
Speaker: Did these partisans inten-
tionally mislead the FISA court? That 
is the question. 

The reason that we are asking for a 
second special counsel acknowledges 
that these things can be problematic, 
they can run far afield, and we want 
them to be focused only on what they 
are focused on and not looking at ev-
erything and anything. 

But the reason there has to be a sec-
ond special counsel, Mr. Speaker, is be-
cause that is the only one who can an-
swer this question. Because the people 
who potentially stand accused—and we 
don’t know exactly who they are—are a 
limited group of people, because I can’t 
get a FISA court to investigate some-
body—you can’t get a FISA court to in-
vestigate, and the American people 
can’t get the FISA court to investigate 
somebody where they think something 
wrong has happened. Only the Depart-
ment of Justice and the FBI folks can 
get this FISA warrant. 

If they are the only people who can 
get it, then they can’t be investigating 
themselves. Nowhere else do we ask the 
accused to investigate himself and 
come up with the right answer, only in 
this crazy world that we live in right 
here. So that is why we must have the 
second special counsel. The standard 
for accountability simply must be 
higher. 

And if you don’t understand, when 
you go to the FISA court, it is not like 
any other court where you say: ‘‘Here 
is the prosecution’s case, and here is 
the defense’s case.’’ It doesn’t work 
like that. It is only the prosecution’s 
case because it is secret, Mr. Speaker. 
The defense doesn’t get to defend them-
selves until after the fact. 

That is why there has to be a higher 
standard and a higher level of account-
ability, because it is only supposed to 
be in the rarest of circumstances that 
this is used. 

I have said over and over again: Do I 
live in a free America or do I live in a 
place where there is a secret police like 
the KGB where, instead of inves-
tigating crimes, we investigate people, 
and we keep investigating and inves-
tigating until we find a crime? 

That is not what we plan for in 
America. Nowhere is it said that people 
in high positions are allowed to 
weaponize the instruments of Federal 
power to get back at their political ri-
vals or their political enemies. Amer-
ican citizens deserve strict constitu-
tional protections regardless of what 
court they are in and, most specifically 
and most especially, if they are in the 
FISA Court. 

The Founding Fathers wrote the 
Fourth Amendment to enshrine and en-
sure that the right of the people to be 
secure in their persons, their houses, 
their papers and effects against unrea-

sonable searches and seizures shall not 
be violated. But, Mr. Speaker, they 
have been violated. The Founding Fa-
thers wrote that long before the inter-
net was available and long before cam-
eras and microphones were ubiquitous 
in our society. The time is now long 
overdue to reaffirm that right. 

I have always opposed warrantless 
surveillance and searches of American 
citizens because they violate the Con-
stitution. Mr. Speaker, you may say: 
Why should I care? I am not being in-
vestigated by the FISA court. It is not 
happening to me. 

But think about that. If it can hap-
pen to the President of the United 
States, arguably the most powerful 
person in our country if not the free 
world, then do you think it can’t hap-
pen to you? 

Do you think it is fair? Is it right to 
have one standard of justice, or is it 
okay to have two: one for all of us peo-
ple out here and then one for the politi-
cally connected? 

That is why you should care, because 
there is a true danger in the unchecked 
power and authority of a faceless gov-
ernment bureaucrat. 

The American people have a right to 
know who is watching the watchmen, 
and it is our job in Congress to do that 
watching. That is why we are calling 
for this second special counsel. Mr. 
Speaker, it is long overdue and it is 
long past time. These abuses cannot 
continue. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from New York for the time and for 
bringing this issue to light. 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congressman PERRY and all of our 
speakers tonight: Congressman GAETZ, 
Congresswoman TENNEY, Congressmen 
BRAT, GOHMERT, JORDAN, PERRY, and 
everyone who has been part of this 
cause. 

Just to recap, we, over the course of 
this hour, outlined all the main rea-
sons why it is imperative for AG Ses-
sions to appoint a second special coun-
sel to look into FISA abuse, how and 
why the Hillary Clinton case ended, 
and how and why the Trump-Russia 
probe began. 

As Congressman PERRY was just 
talking about the scales of justice, I re-
member when Hillary Clinton was pub-
licly being exonerated just days after a 
tarmac meeting where her husband was 
able to meet with AG Lynch on her 
plane on the tarmac in Phoenix, Ari-
zona. 

I was thinking of the people who had 
to go into court that day as defendants. 
Maybe they got caught making a right 
on red, and they are a defendant going 
before a judge. They are pleading, and 
they are being punished. And yet here 
you have all this evidence with the Hil-
lary Clinton case and there would be 
zero accountability, that actually the 
decision would be made to exonerate 
Hillary Clinton before even inter-
viewing her and well over a dozen oth-
ers. 

There should be equal treatment 
under the law. The scales of justice 

should not be tilted based off of your 
last name. Cheryl Mills gets immunity; 
Michael Cohen gets his offices and 
home raided. If there was equal justice 
under the law, then there might be 
more understanding and a greater man-
date for actions being taken. 

But President Trump is being inves-
tigated because he won the GOP nomi-
nation. That is why the investigation 
got started. The reason why the DOJ 
and FBI didn’t want to release the 
memo is because they really didn’t 
have much of a better reason. They 
were reaching, and they really didn’t 
want to have to tell Congress why they 
started, because the real reason was be-
cause he won the Republican nomina-
tion, and they wanted to continue the 
investigation because he actually had a 
shot at winning. 

So they go to a secret court with se-
cret documents to spy on a United 
States citizen desperate to try to find 
information loaded with bias, clear-as- 
day bias, an anti-Trump and pro-Hil-
lary bias where their political bias is 
overcoming their better objective, and 
then expanding the probe and creating 
a special counsel because the President 
is elected. 

That is not how we do things in this 
country where you get investigated be-
cause you win an election, where you 
identify a person, and then you em-
power someone with authority to go 
out and try to find a crime anywhere. 

So with regard to FISA abuse—the 
end of the Hillary Clinton probe and 
the beginning of the Trump-Russia 
probe—it is imperative for AG Sessions 
to appoint a second special counsel. 

I appreciate everyone for tuning in 
during this hour. We look forward to 
continuing the effort until we get this 
done and over the top. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HOLLINGSWORTH). The Chair would re-
mind Members that remarks in debate 
may not engage in personalities toward 
the President, including by repeating 
remarks made elsewhere that would be 
improper if spoken in the Member’s 
own words. 

f 

b 2030 

REMEMBRANCE OF VICTIMS OF 
THE HOLOCAUST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) for 30 minutes. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the topic of this Special Order, 
which is Remembrance of Victims of 
the Holocaust. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from South Carolina? 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:50 Apr 17, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00020 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16AP7.044 H16APPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3339 April 16, 2018 
There was no objection. 
Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. I am 

particularly grateful to be here tonight 
with Congressman LEE ZELDIN from 
New York for promoting the restora-
tion of integrity at the Department of 
Justice and the FBI with a second spe-
cial counsel. 

Today I rise in honor of the days of 
remembrance of victims of the Holo-
caust officially designated by Presi-
dent Donald Trump last week. Presi-
dent Donald Trump will always be ap-
preciated for establishing next month 
the American Embassy to be relocated 
and established in Jerusalem. 

A recent study has found that the 
knowledge of the atrocities that oc-
curred during the Holocaust is waning 
as we get further and further removed 
from the horrible events. The phrase 
‘‘We Remember’’ is used to emphasize 
the importance of remembering ex-
actly what happened to ensure that it 
never happens again. 

It is in this context that I stand 
today, not only in honor of those mur-
dered at the hands of the Nazis during 
the Holocaust, as well as those who 
survived, but to continue to speak the 
truth about what happened there and 
hope that it never fades from our col-
lective memories, to be never repeated. 
All citizens should tour the Holocaust 
Museum here in Washington to learn 
the shocking truth of Nazi inhumanity. 

In 1933, Adolf Hitler ascended to 
power in Germany not through force 
but through an appointment to chan-
cellor by the sitting President Paul 
von Hindenburg. He devised a fictional 
tale about the need for ethnic purity to 
be successful. The German people were 
desperate and susceptible to lies and 
deceptions, and, sadly, many eventu-
ally followed Hitler into the atrocities 
that followed. 

The level of deception Hitler and the 
Nazis were willing to go to, to gain uni-
lateral authority, was apparent early 
on. In February of 1933, just a month 
after Hitler was appointed chancellor, 
the German Reichstag parliament 
building was burned, and they imme-
diately blamed it on their opponents. 
This allowed Hitler to take advantage 
of this situation and issue a decree 
that placed constraints on the press 
and banned political meetings. 

By June of the same year, the Nazis 
declared themselves as the only legal 
party in Germany, and the Nazis passed 
a law allowing for forced sterilization 
of those with a genetic defect. The first 
openly anti-Semitic law was passed in 
September 1933, prohibiting Jews from 
holding land 6 years before the start of 
World War II. 

After German President Paul von 
Hindenburg, who appointed Hitler as 
chancellor out of political expediency, 
passed away, Hitler named himself as 
fuhrer, gaining the power of both chan-
cellor and President. One of the most 
shocking aspects of this ascent, look-
ing back, is that Hitler received 90 per-
cent support from German voters who 
approved of his new powers. 

After Hitler took complete control of 
Germany, the laws persecuting Jewish 
people escalated rapidly. One month 
after naming himself the fuhrer, the 
Nuremberg race laws were decreed. 
These laws banned interracial mar-
riages between Jews and Germans and 
established that only those who were 
German or had German ancestors were 
able to be citizens. The rights of the 
Jewish people living in Germany slow-
ly but surely dissipated without much 
attention from the international com-
munity; that is, until the 
Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken 
Glass, the night of November 10, 1938. 

German SS agents and local citizens 
were encouraged to smash windows of 
Jewish-owned stores, buildings, and 
synagogues as the local law enforce-
ment stood by and watched. Although 
many Germans, especially those who 
saw the destruction, disapproved, Hit-
ler was able to quell any concerns 
through his control of the media. This 
event changed the nature of the Ger-
man persecution of the Jewish people 
from economic, political, and social to 
beatings, incarcerations, and murder. 

By January 1939, Hitler issued the 
most public statement regarding his 
plans to the German parliament. Hit-
ler’s goal, in no uncertain terms, was 
‘‘the annihilation of the Jewish race in 
Europe.’’ 

In addition to Hitler’s domination 
over the Jewish people in Germany, he 
began to expand his empire to neigh-
boring European nations. The hostile 
takeover began in Austria, though the 
union of the two countries had been a 
popular concept for decades. Therefore, 
there was not much resistance origi-
nally from the international commu-
nity. 

It took the German invasion of Po-
land on September 2, 1939, for Britain 
and France to finally declare war on 
Nazi Germany. The invasion occurred 
in collaboration with Soviet dictator 
Joseph Stalin, who had a joint Nazi-So-
viet pact with a secret protocol to in-
vade Poland with Nazi and Soviet 
tanks providing for the partition of Po-
land. It would take two years for the 
United States to follow suit and de-
clare war against Germany, after the 
surprise attack by the Axis partner 
Japan at Pearl Harbor. 

Despite Britain and France declaring 
war, that did not slow the Nazis ad-
vancing across Europe. On April 9, 1940, 
they invaded Denmark and Norway; 
and on May 10, they invaded France, 
Belgium, Holland, and Luxembourg. By 
June 14, the Nazis were occupying the 
French capital of Paris. 

The start of World War II also coin-
cided with the Nazis’ increased bru-
tality against the Jewish people. The 
same month that Britain and France 
declared war, Reinhard Heydrich issued 
instructions for the SS to gather Jews 
in ghettos. One month later, the Nazis 
would seal those ghettos so no one, 
meaning no Jewish person, could es-
cape. 

On March 26, 1941, the German Army 
High Command gave the Reich Main 

Security Office approval to initiate SS 
murder squads throughout the eastern 
front. These squads, known as the 
Einsatzgruppen, were responsible for 
murdering the intelligentsia and cul-
tural elite in Poland. This murder 
squad mainly killed civilians. 

Heydrich, upon inspecting the impact 
of the murder squads on his SS agents, 
decided these tactics were too costly, 
demoralizing, and did not kill victims 
quickly enough. That led the Nazis to 
increase their use of gas to murder the 
innocent Jewish people, which caused 
the death toll to increase exponen-
tially. 

By the end of 1941, America was 
drawn into the war by the surprise 
murderous attack on Pearl Harbor by 
the Japanese, who, at this point, were 
part of the Axis powers, which included 
Germany and Italy. On December 11, 
after Germany declared war on the 
United States, President Franklin Roo-
sevelt declared war against Germany, 
declaring: ‘‘Never before has there been 
a greater challenge to life, liberty, and 
civilization.’’ 

America then concentrated 90 per-
cent of its resources to defeating Hit-
ler. On January 20, 1942, the Wannsee 
Conference was held just outside of 
Berlin, where senior Nazi officials and 
SS met to coordinate their Final Solu-
tion. The Final Solution to the Jewish 
Question was the official code name for 
the murder of all Jews within reach, 
which was not limited to the European 
continent. This resulted in the delib-
erate and systematic genocide of the 
Jewish people. 

Operation Reinhard, the deadliest 
phase of the Holocaust, began the in-
troduction of extermination camps. 
The goal was mass extermination. This 
horrific Final Solution was carried out 
at other execution and concentration 
camps across Europe. Sadly, the larg-
est was at Auschwitz. Auschwitz I was 
first constructed to hold Polish polit-
ical prisoners, who began to arrive in 
May 1940. The first extermination of 
prisoners took place in 1941, Sep-
tember. Auschwitz II-Birkenau also 
went on to become a major site of the 
Nazi Final Solution. 

The conditions in these concentra-
tion camps were too horrific to imag-
ine. There was a barbaric selection 
process upon arrival where only those 
who were able-bodied and strong would 
survive the night. The rest were sent to 
gas chambers. The gas chambers were 
described clearly in ‘‘The Buchenwald 
Report.’’ An estimated 1.3 million peo-
ple were sent to Auschwitz, of which at 
least 1.1 million people were murdered. 
Around 90 percent of those were Jews. 
Approximately one in six Jewish people 
killed in the Holocaust died at that 
camp. 

Mr. Speaker, I now yield to the dis-
tinguished Congressman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT), who represents the 
First District of Texas, to speak for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate my friend so much, bringing back 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:50 Apr 17, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K16AP7.046 H16APPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH3340 April 16, 2018 
the account of what happened. And I 
can remember—I majored in history in 
college—reading about General Eisen-
hower ordering American troops, Allied 
troops, to go gather people from the 
German communities near the con-
centration camps where so many Jews 
were being killed, ruthlessly killed. 

It is horrific to even contemplate 
what went on. And Eisenhower had or-
dered that, apparently, they bring the 
community citizens and have them 
help clean up the concentration camps. 
And the reason that was given was so 
that they could never say these things 
didn’t happen—and I thought at the 
time that really is going perhaps too 
far—because these people turned a 
blind eye to what was going on. Surely 
they suspected. They knew there was 
ash going over their communities. 
Surely they suspected. 

But I never dreamed we would reach 
a day when what Eisenhower feared 
would occur actually came about, and 
that is a time when people are finding 
it popular to deny that the Holocaust 
ever happened. So I am grateful that 
Israel has this Yom HaShoah, the 
Israel Holocaust remembrance day. But 
it should not just be for Israel. Amer-
ica needs to stand with Israel. 

There are those who are calling for 
extermination of Jews around the 
Earth again. It is unbelievable. It is 
unbelievable. It has been shocking to 
see anti-Semitism growing again 
around Europe. To me, as an American, 
it has been even more shocking to see 
growing sentiment on U.S. college 
campuses denying that the Holocaust 
ever happened. That is the ultimate 
irony: having institutions of what are 
supposed to be higher learning in the 
United States of America, where at one 
time we had the best universities, ev-
eryone wanted to come to the U.S. for 
universities; but now we have institu-
tions of higher learning that are actu-
ally the epitome of dumbing down and 
destroying history, rewriting history, 
which would make them institutions of 
the least learning, certainly not higher 
education. So it is important that we 
take time, we remember the horrors. 

I was just talking to my friend CLAU-
DIA TENNEY from New York about the 
Jewish woman who came and spoke to 
her seventh grade class and then, as I 
understood, spoke to her child’s sev-
enth grade class. And that is so impor-
tant, but the Holocaust survivors, we 
are losing them day after day. It is up 
to us. I am so grateful to my friend, 
the good JOE WILSON, for securing this 
time so we could talk about the Holo-
caust. 

The Bible makes clear that you must 
teach about what God has done. We 
would never, ever want to see another 
Holocaust. After the horrors of the 
Holocaust, that what was prophesied 
for thousands of years has now hap-
pened, there is an Israel; it is making, 
has made, the desert bloom. But we 
should never forget, as long as this 
Earth is populated by human beings, 
another Holocaust is possible. And the 

blood would be on the hands and head 
of everyone who has denied that it was 
even possible. 

b 2045 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Congressman GOH-
MERT for his leadership. 

We have been joined by the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. TENNEY), 
who has served our country so well on 
the General Assembly of New York and 
now here in Congress, Congresswoman 
CLAUDIA TENNEY. 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congressman JOE WILSON. He has been 
a terrific mentor for me, and I am 
grateful for his allowing me to recog-
nize this really important experience. 

As we are remembering, there is a 
really important person in my life who 
has inspired me in many of the things 
that I do, and her name was Helen 
Sperling. She was born in 1920. She is a 
Holocaust survivor. She survived a 
Nazi death camp. 

She was actually liberated on April 
18, 1945—just a couple of days away 
from that anniversary date. She had to 
be hospitalized in Germany for 3 years 
before she was finally able to immi-
grate to the United States with, even-
tually, her husband, who was also a 
Nazi survivor. 

But Helen was a special person, and 
she was someone whom I got to know. 
As Congressman GOHMERT just men-
tioned, as a student in New Hartford, 
New York, she was a resident of our 
town, and a very tiny woman, wonder-
fully positive and very excitable and 
really just a warm person. 

I was a seventh grade student, and 
she came and spoke to our class about 
the Holocaust and explained to us the 
horrors of what happened to her and 
her family in Nazi Germany, and it was 
just so impactful. Helen basically spent 
her life telling this story. 

As Congressman GOHMERT alluded to 
a moment ago, this wonderful person— 
one day, my son, 30 years later, came 
back from seventh grade and said: 
Mom, I met this incredible woman. She 
spoke in my class, and she told us all 
about the Holocaust and the horrors 
that occurred there, where the Jewish 
people were annihilated and killed and 
murdered in millions, and she told us 
her story. And at the end of the story, 
I asked her if I could hug her, and she 
said of course. 

He said he was so moved by her as 
well. And I just turned to him, and I 
said: Oh, my God, Helen Sperling is 
back. She is still talking about it. 

Helen, sadly, died a couple of years 
ago, and we gave honor and tribute to 
her as my constituent when I was a 
member of the New York State Assem-
bly. 

But also, I got to meet Helen on a 
number of occasions afterwards. She 
was wonderful in speaking to Boys 
State, you know, the American Le-
gion’s hosted events. 

I just want to read a little bit from 
Helen’s obituary, because I think it is 

really important to understand this 
woman who survived this and really de-
voted her entire life to educating chil-
dren and people. I just want to read a 
little bit from this, and here is where it 
started from her obituary from 2 years 
ago. 

‘‘The anguish of the Holocaust 
scarred Helen for life, and she tried to 
turn her pain into a positive instru-
ment for education. In March 1967, the 
Annual Holocaust Lecture series was 
begun, and it was later named for 
Helen and Leon,’’ her late husband. 
‘‘This annual program, endowed by the 
Sperlings, will continue to provide Hol-
ocaust education for many generations 
to come.’’ 

That was a dream of Helen’s. 
‘‘From 1968 until her death, Helen 

had shared her life and her Holocaust 
experiences with tens of thousands of 
people, lecturing tirelessly at schools, 
colleges, churches, prisons, and clubs, 
in the fervent hope that both young 
people and adults would remember, 
learn, and build a better, more peaceful 
world. She will always be remembered 
by her challenge to ‘Never Be A By-
stander.’ 

‘‘Helen believed that the worst part 
of being in the concentration camps 
was the feeling of being powerless. She 
tried to teach people never to abuse 
power and to protect those who could 
not protect themselves. 

‘‘As a result of the mutual love and 
respect between Helen and the genera-
tions of audiences that have heard her, 
Clinton and New Hartford Senior High 
Schools,’’ in my district—and New 
Hartford Senior High School, which is 
my alma mater—‘‘have each developed 
scholarship awards in her name to 
honor those seniors who exhibit the 
character that Helen believed would 
help make a better, more humane, and 
peaceful world. 

‘‘These scholarships, as well as the 
many other tangible gifts given by ‘her 
schools,’ in her honor, touched Helen 
deeply. She was moved and grateful for 
the hundreds of lilacs planted by her 
friends and students in memory of her 
father.’’ 

The lilacs were her symbol. 
But I also want to mention some-

thing really important about Helen. I 
got to meet her, and actually one of 
the last times I got to speak with her 
was we were speaking together at Boys 
State in my district in 2012 and she got 
a little modern. One of the things she 
was handing out to the young men who 
were at Boys State learning how to po-
tentially be serving our Nation as 
members of our military or in govern-
ment, she handed out these lovely lit-
tle, as you can see, one of these wrist-
bands that are so common today. And 
on this wristband—this is the very 
wristband that was handed to me by 
Helen back in 2012. It says: ‘‘Thou shall 
not be a bystander.’’ 

Helen handed these out to everyone 
she spoke with, to remember, and to 
remember to stand up and not let these 
horrors of events like the Holocaust 
happen again in our time. 
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I just wanted to pay tribute to her 

tonight. 
I thank Congressman WILSON for this 

great honor to be able to speak and to 
mention an outstanding member of my 
district and what she stood for, and 
that we shall not be bystanders and 
that we shall always remember and not 
let this very horrific part of human 
history be forgotten and make sure 
that it never gets repeated again. 

I just want to say thank you, and 
may God rest her soul, Helen Sperling, 
an amazing inspiration to me and so 
many thousands of others in my com-
munity. I just want to thank you for 
giving me a moment to recognize the 
great Helen Sperling from New Hart-
ford, New York. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Congresswoman 
CLAUDIA TENNEY very much for her 
heartfelt presentation, and we appre-
ciate her military family. 

While I am concluding, I would like 
to recognize a few Holocaust survivors 
in South Carolina. May we never forget 
their pain and suffering, as well as 
their family and friends who have be-
come beloved citizens of the State of 
South Carolina. 

Ben Stern, born in 1924 in Kielce, Po-
land. Ben spent 6 months in the Kielce 
ghetto, where he was beaten and 
threatened to be hung for leaving the 
ghetto to get food for his family. Then 
he was taken to a forced labor camp 
called Henrykow, after which he never 
saw his family again. He then was 
transferred to Auschwitz, where he was 
sorted and sent to Birkenau. 

After being transferred again due to 
the Russians closing in, Ben was forced 
to participate in a death march where 
all those left standing at the end were 
murdered. He had fallen over just be-
fore those executions because he could 
no longer walk. Ben was later found by 
the American Army and rescued weigh-
ing 89 pounds but alive and liberated. 

Bert Gosschalk, born in 1920 in a lit-
tle village in Holland. He was a mem-
ber of the resistance. After a failed re-
sistance attempt to blow up a railway 
to take away Nazi’s access, he and his 
wife were caught. Bert was then taken 
to the SS headquarters for questioning. 
There, he spent all day on his knees 
without food or water. 

While he was being questioned at the 
SS headquarters, a Dutch resistance 
group ambushed the German police. To 
retaliate, the Nazis brought all the 
prisoners to where the Germans had 
been ambushed and murdered all of 
them. Bert came back to discover there 
were only seven or eight men who sur-
vived, and, thankfully, he was one. 

Bluma Goldberg, born in Poland in a 
town called Pinczow. Bluma joined her 
sister at a labor camp where they 
stayed for 2 years making bullets, 
where they worked 12-hour shifts, 7 
days a week. 

As the Russians moved closer, Bluma 
was sent to Bergen-Belsen concentra-
tion camp, where disease ran rampant 
and everyone was covered in lice. After 

3 months, Bluma was able to go with 
her sister Burgau, where they painted 
numbers on airplanes. 

Renee Kolender, born in the city of 
Bochnia, Poland, in 1926. In 1941, Renee 
was taken from the Kozienice ghetto to 
a labor camp in a Polish town called 
Skarzysko. There, Renee stayed for 3 
years with her mother and brother 
making ammunition. 

As the Russians moved closer, Renee 
was moved to a labor camp closer to 
Germany where they made parts for 
machines that made bullets. Eventu-
ally, she was rescued by a Jewish po-
liceman, and it was all over. 

Pincus Kolender was born in the city 
of Bochnia, Poland, in 1926. In 1942, 
Pincus and his brother were take from 
the ghetto, where they lived for about 
2 years, to Auschwitz. When Pincus ar-
rived, he was lined up before the gate 
to be sorted where he was sent to a 
camp instead of the crematorium. 

Inside the camp, his head was shaved, 
and he was tattooed with the number 
‘‘161253.’’ Pincus described the life in 
the camp, of which he said: ‘‘The hun-
ger was also terrible. We used to search 
for a potato peel and fight over it. We 
were constantly, 24 hours a day, always 
hungry.’’ Every few months, a selec-
tion occurred where those who looked 
feeble were sent to the crematorium. 
Eventually, Pincus was saved by Gen-
eral George Patton’s Fifth Army. 

Other survivors include: Rudy Herz, 
born in a very small town called 
Stommeln on the outskirts of Cologne, 
Germany, in 1925; Trude Heller, born in 
Vienna in 1922. She was 15 years old in 
March 1938 when Hitler took over Aus-
tria, and upon coming to America, she 
served as the First Lady with Mayor 
Max Heller of the beautiful city of 
Greenville, South Carolina. 

Francine Taylor was born in Poland 
in 1928. Her family moved to France 
when she was 2 years old. They were 
living in Paris on June 14, 1940, when 
the French capital fell. 

Leo Diamantstein, born in Heidel-
berg, Germany, in 1924. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to 
highlight these people and this impor-
tant issue during these ‘‘Days of Re-
membrance,’’ and I am hopeful that we 
will make preserving this history and 
telling these stories a priority. 

We will never forget the lessons we 
have learned from the horrific tragedy 
in history. We must protect natural 
God-given rights and do all in our 
power to prevent these types of crimes 
against humanity. 

Helping the world to not forget is an 
extraordinary artist of West Columbia, 
South Carolina, Mary Burkett, who has 
produced drawings of the murdered 
children of the Holocaust. These loving 
portraits were placed, last week, on 
display at the Embassy of Israel in 
Washington by Ambassador Ron 
Dermer. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 56 minutes 
p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, April 17, 2018, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4550. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to the Central African 
Republic that was declared in Executive 
Order 13667 of May 12, 2014, pursuant to 50 
U.S.C. 1641(c); Public Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); 
(90 Stat. 1257) and 50 U.S.C. 1703(c); Public 
Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); (91 Stat. 1627); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

4551. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Syria that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13338 of May 11, 
2004, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

4552. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Treasury, transmitting a six- 
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Yemen that was de-
clared in Executive Order 13611 of May 16, 
2012, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); Public 
Law 94-412, Sec. 401(c); (90 Stat. 1257) and 50 
U.S.C. 1703(c); Public Law 95-223, Sec 204(c); 
(91 Stat. 1627); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

4553. A communication from the President 
of the United States, transmitting A State-
ment on the April 13, 2018, Striking of Mili-
tary Chemical Weapons-Related Facilities in 
Syria, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1543(a); Public 
Law 93-148, Sec. 4(a); (87 Stat. 555) (H. Doc. 
No. 115—113); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs and ordered to be printed. 

4554. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a report to Congress on the 
methods employed by the Government of 
Cuba to enforce the United States-Cuba Sep-
tember 1994 ‘‘Joint Communique’’, the treat-
ment by the Government of Cuba of persons 
returned to Cuba in accordance with the 
United States-Cuba May 1995 ‘‘Joint State-
ment’’, and an update on the implementation 
of the United States-Cuba January 2017 
‘‘Joint Statement’’, together known as the 
Migration Accords, October 2017 to March 
2018, pursuant to Public Law 105-277, Sec. 
2245; (112 Stat. 2681-824); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

4555. A letter from the Executive Analyst 
(Political), Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting a notification 
of a designation of acting officer, and a nom-
ination, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public 
Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

4556. A letter from the Regulations Coordi-
nator, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
Major final rule — Medicare Program; Con-
tract Year 2019 Policy and Technical 
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