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“(IT) all authorities that the Secretary of
the Interior may use to condemn property if
the area studied under subsection (a)(_ ) is
designated under the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act; and

“(IIT) all private property located in the
area to be studied under subsection (a)( ).

*(C) NONINTERFERENCE.—This study shall
not interfere with the Kissimmee River Res-
toration Project authorized under section
101(8) of the Water Resources Development
Act of 1992 (Public Law 102-580).”.

(¢) No NEGATIVE IMPACT.—Nothing author-
ized by this Act may negatively impact agri-
cultural production in the Kissimmee River
basin.

(d) No EFFECT ON MANAGEMENT.—This Act
and the amendments made by this Act shall
not interfere with the current management
of the area of the Kissimmee River described
in section 5(a)(_ ) of the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act, nor shall the fact that such area
is listed for study under the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act (16 U.S.C. 1271 et seq.) be used as
justification for more restrictive manage-
ment, such as wilderness or as a category of
wild and scenic river, until Congress acts on
the study recommendations.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK) and the
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HANABUSA) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3961 would des-
ignate the Kissimmee River for study
for potential addition to the National
Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

I must admit, I have become highly
skeptical of wild and scenic designa-
tions on our rivers after I watched the
Merced River’s designation used as an
excuse to severely restrict traditional
recreational amenities at Yosemite Na-
tional Park in my district, including
bicycling, horseback riding, river raft-
ing, lodging, and many other amenities
that long predated the wild and scenic
designation. The iconic Curry Village
Skating Rink was lost to these restric-
tions.

Not only are the designations used to
severely restrict public access and to
restrict the enjoyment of the public’s
lands, even the existence of a study has
often been used as an excuse to forbid
longstanding and traditional enjoy-
ment of these rivers.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the bill’s au-
thor, Mr. SoTo0, for agreeing to amend-
ments that will assure that the con-
duct of the study authorized by this
measure cannot be used as justification
for any restrictions on the public’s use
of the Kissimmee.
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It should be very clearly understood
that, with this bill, Congress is author-
izing a study and nothing else. In no
way is it authorizing any restriction on
the public’s use of this land while it is
being studied or because it is being
studied.

Any further actions forthcoming
from the result of this study is for the
Congress and the Congress alone to de-
cide.

With that very clear understanding, I
support adoption of the measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
as much time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. SOTO),
the author of the bill.

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to speak in strong support of my bill,
H.R. 3961, the Kissimmee River Wild
and Scenic River Study Act of 2018.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman
BisHOP, Ranking Member GRIJALVA,
Chairman MCCLINTOCK, Ranking Mem-
ber HANABUSA, and Congressman WEB-
STER for all their collaboration and
support on this important bill.

The Kissimmee River forms the head-
waters of both Lake Okeechobee and
the Everglades.

Decades ago, the Federal and State
governments, including Florida, in-
structed the Army Corps of Engineers
to channelize this river, leading to a
decline in the ecosystem.

Decades later, both the Federal Gov-
ernment and State government got to-
gether and spent nearly a billion dol-
lars to restore this iconic river in order
to improve recreation activities for
Floridians and all Americans; to pro-
tect local ecosystems, including endan-
gered species; and, of course, to clean
the water that goes to Lake Okee-
chobee and eventually to the Ever-
glades.

This bill, now that we have spent
nearly a billion dollars, will help start
us down the road for potential protec-
tion, and I am proud to work with both
sides of the aisle to make sure that we
get it right.

I believe it is imperative for future
generations that we use this as an op-
portunity to safeguard the investment
that we have made and to protect this
ecosystem for wildlife corridors, for
the enjoyment of Floridians and all
Americans, for the protection of spe-
cies, and to make sure that we are pro-
tecting the Everglades for future gen-
erations.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank, once
again, our Natural Resources Com-
mittee, including Chairman BISHOP,
Ranking Member GRIJALVA, Chairman
McCLINTOCK, Ranking Member
HANABUSA, and Congressman WEBSTER
for working with me on this. With
their support, this legislation could
only be on the floor with them helping
out.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues in
this Chamber to support H.R. 3961.
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Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am
prepared to close, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 3961 amends the
Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to direct a
study of the Kissimmee River to poten-
tially be added to the National Wild
and Scenic Rivers System.

The designation would prohibit dams
and other projects that would nega-
tively impact the river’s natural condi-
tion, but would not restrict private
land use.

Mr. Speaker, I support the passage of
this bill, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
urge adoption of the bill, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3961, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

EASTERN BAND OF CHEROKEE
HISTORIC LANDS REACQUISITION
ACT

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 146) to take certain Federal
lands in Tennessee into trust for the
benefit of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 146

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Eastern Band
of Cherokee Historic Lands Reacquisition Act’’.
SEC. 2. LAND TAKEN INTO TRUST FOR THE EAST-

ERN BAND OF CHEROKEE INDIANS.

(a) LANDS INTO TRUST.—Subject to such rights
of record as may be vested in third parties to
rights-of-way or other easements or rights-of-
record for roads, utilities, or other purposes, the
following Federal lands managed by the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority and located on or above
the 820-foot (MSL) contour elevation in Monroe
County, Tennessee, on the shores of Tellico Res-
ervoir, are declared to be held in trust by the
United States for the use and benefit of the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians:

(1) SEQUOYAH MUSEUM PROPERTY.—Approxi-
mately 46.0 acres of land generally depicted as
“Sequoyah Museum’, “Parcel 1°, and ‘‘Parcel
2’ on the map titled ‘‘Eastern Band of Cherokee
Historic Lands Reacquisition Map 1°° and dated
April 30, 2015.

(2) SUPPORT PROPERTY.—Approximately 11.9
acres of land generally depicted as ‘‘Support
Parcel” on the map titled ‘“Eastern Band of
Cherokee Historic Lands Reacquisition Map 2°°
and dated April 30, 2015.

(3) CHOTA MEMORIAL PROPERTY AND TANASI
MEMORIAL PROPERTY.—Approximately 18.2 acres
of land generally depicted as ‘“‘Chota Memorial
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17 and ‘“‘Tanasi Memorial’”’ on the map titled
“Eastern Band of Cherokee Historic Lands Re-
acquisition Map 3’ and dated April 30, 2015,
and including the Chota Memorial and all land
within a circle with a radius of 86 feet measured
from the center of the Chota Memorial without
regard to the elevation of the land within the
circle.

(b) PROPERTY ON LANDS.—In addition to the
land taken into trust by subsection (a), the im-
provements on and appurtenances thereto, in-
cluding memorials, are and shall remain the
property of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans.

(c) REVISED MAPS.—Not later than one year
after the date of a land transaction made pursu-
ant to this section, the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority, after consultation with the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians and the Secretary of
the Interior, shall submit revised maps that de-
pict the land taken into trust under this section,
including any corrections made to the maps de-
scribed in this section to the Committee on Nat-
ural Resources of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Indian Affairs of the Sen-
ate.

(d) CONTOUR ELEVATION CLARIFICATION.—The
contour elevations referred to in this Act are
based on MSL Datum as established by the NGS
Southeastern Supplementary Adjustment of 1936
(NGVD29).

(e) CONDITIONS.—The lands taken into trust
under this section shall be subject to the condi-
tions described in section 5.

SEC. 3. PERMANENT EASEMENTS TAKEN INTO
TRUST FOR THE EASTERN BAND OF
CHEROKEE INDIANS.

(a) PERMANENT EASEMENTS.—The following
permanent easements for land below the 820-foot
(MSL) contour elevation for the following Fed-
eral lands in Monroe County, Tennessee, on the
shores of Tellico Reservoir, are declared to be
held in trust by the United States for the benefit
of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians:

(1) CHOTA PENINSULA.—Approximately 8.5
acres of land generally depicted as ‘‘Chota Me-
morial 2’ on the map titled ‘‘Eastern Band of
Cherokee Historic Lands Reacquisition Map 3’
and dated April 30, 2015.

(2) CHOTA-TANASI TRAIL.—Approximately 11.4
acres of land generally depicted as ‘‘Chota-
Tanasi Trail”” on the map titled ‘‘Eastern Band
of Cherokee Historic Lands Reacquisition Map
3" and dated April 30, 2015.

(b) REVISED MAPS.—Not later than one year
after the date of a land transaction made pursu-
ant to this section, the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority, after consultation with the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians and the Secretary of
the Interior, shall submit to the Committee on
Natural Resources of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Indian Affairs of the
Senate revised maps that depict the lands sub-
ject to easements taken into trust under this sec-
tion, including any corrections necessary to the
maps described in this section.

(c) CONDITIONS.—The lands subject to ease-
ments taken into trust under this section shall
be subject to the use rights and conditions de-
scribed in section 5.

SEC. 4. TRUST ADMINISTRATION AND PURPOSES.

(a) APPLICABLE LAWS.—Except as described in
section 5, the lands subject to this Act shall be
administered under the laws and regulations
generally applicable to lands and interests in
lands held in trust on behalf of Indian tribes.

(b) USE OF LAND.—Except the lands described
in section 2(a)(2), the lands subject to this Act
shall be used principally for memorializing and
interpreting the history and culture of Indians
and recreational activities, including manage-
ment, operation, and conduct of programs of
and for—

(1) the Sequoyah birthplace memorial and mu-
seum;

(2) the memorials to Chota and Tanasi as
former capitals of the Cherokees;
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(3) the memorial and place of reinterment for
remains of the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans and other Cherokee tribes, including those
transferred to the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians and other Cherokee tribes and those
human remains and cultural items transferred
by the Tennessee Valley Authority to those
Cherokee tribes under the Native American
Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (25
U.S.C. 3001 et seq.); and

(4) interpreting the Trail of Tears National
Historic Trail.

(c) USE OF SUPPORT PROPERTY.—The land de-
scribed in section 2(a)(2) shall be used prin-
cipally for the support of lands subject to this
Act and the programs offered by the Tribe relat-
ing to such lands and their purposes including—

(1) classrooms and conference rooms;

(2) cultural interpretation and education pro-
grams;

(3) temporary housing of guests participating
in such programs or the management of the
properties and programs; and

(4) headquarters offices and support space for
the trust properties and programs.

(d) LAND USE.—The principal purposes of the
use of the land described in section 3(a)—

(1) paragraph (1), shall be for a recreational
trail from the general vicinity of the parking lot
to the area of the Chota Memorial and beyond
to the southern portion of the peninsula, includ-
ing interpretive signs, benches, and other com-
patible improvements; and

(2) paragraph (2), shall be for a recreational
trail between the Chota and Tanasi Memorials,
including interpretive signs, benches, and other
compatible improvements.

SEC. 5. USE RIGHTS, CONDITIONS.

(a) FLOODING OF LAND AND ROADS.—The Ten-
nessee Valley Authority may temporarily and
intermittently flood the lands subject to this Act
that lie below the 824-foot (MSL) contour ele-
vation and the road access to such lands that lie
below the 824-foot (MSL) contour elevation.

(b) FACILITIES AND STRUCTURES.—The Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians may construct, own,
operate, and maintain—

(1) water wuse facilities and mnonhabitable
structures, facilities, and improvements not sub-
ject to serious damage if temporarily flooded on
the land adjoining the Tellico Reservoir side of
the lands subject to this Act that lie between the
815-foot and 820-foot (MSL) contour elevations,
but only after having received written consent
from the Tennessee Valley Authority and sub-
ject to the terms of such approval; and

(2) water use facilities between the 815-foot
(MSL) contour elevations on the Tellico Res-
ervoir side of the lands subject to this Act and
the adjacent waters of Tellico Reservoir and in
and on such waters after having received writ-
ten consent from the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity and subject to the terms of such approval,
but may mot construct, own, operate, or main-
tain other monhabitable structures, facilities,
and improvements on such lands.

(c) INGRESS AND EGRESS.—The Eastern Band
of Cherokee Indians may use the lands subject
to this Act and Tellico Reservoir for ingress and
egress to and from such land and the waters of
the Tellico Reservoir and to and from all struc-
tures, facilities, and improvements maintained
in, on, or over such land or waters.

(d) RIVER CONTROL AND DEVELOPMENT.—The
use rights under this section may not be exer-
cised so as to interfere in any way with the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority’s statutory program for
river control and development.

(e) TVA AUTHORITIES.—Nothing in this Act
shall be construed to affect the right of the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority to—

(1) draw down Tellico Reservoir;

(2) fluctuate the water level thereof as may be
necessary for its management of the Reservoir;
or

(3) permanently flood lands adjacent to lands
subject to this Act that lie below the 815-foot
(MSL) contour elevation.
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(f) RIGHT OF ENTRY.—The lands subject to
this Act shall be subject to a reasonable right of
entry by the personnel of the Tennessee Valley
Authority and agents of the Tennessee Valley
Authority operating in their official capacities
as necessary for purposes of carrying out the
Tennessee Valley Authority’s statutory program
for river control and development.

(9) ENTRY ONTO LAND.—To the extent that
the Tennessee Valley Authority’s operations on
the lands subject to this Act do not unreason-
ably interfere with the Easterm Band of Cher-
okee Indians’ maintenance of an appropriate
setting for the memorialization of Cherokee his-
tory or culture on the lands and its operations
on the lands, the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians shall allow the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity to enter the lands to clear, ditch, dredge, and
drain said lands and apply larvicides and
chemicals thereon or to conduct bank protection
work and erect structures necessary in the pro-
motion and furtherance of public health, flood
control, and navigation.

(h) LOSS OF HYDROPOWER CAPACITY.—AIll fu-
ture development of the lands subject to this Act
shall be subject to compensation to the Ten-
nessee Valley Authority for loss of hydropower
capacity as provided in the Tennessee Valley
Authority Flood Control Storage Loss Guideline,
unless agreed to otherwise by the Tennessee
Valley Authority.

(i) PROTECTION FROM LIABILITY.—The United
States shall not be liable for any loss or damage
resulting from—

(1) the temporary and intermittent flooding of
lands subject to this Act;

(2) the permanent flooding of adjacent lands
as provided in this section;

(3) wave action in Tellico Reservoir; or

(4) fluctuation of water levels for purposes of
managing Tellico Reservoir.

(j) CONTINUING RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Ten-
nessee Valley Authority shall—

(1) retain sole and exclusive Federal responsi-
bility and liability to fund and implement any
environmental remediation requirements that
are required under applicable Federal or State
law for any land or interest in land to be taken
into trust under this Act, as well as the assess-
ments under paragraph (2) to identify the type
and quantity of any potential hazardous sub-
stances on the lands;

(2) prior to the acquisition in trust, carry out
an assessment and notify the Secretary of the
Interior and the Eastern Band of Cherokee Indi-
ans whether any hazardous substances were
stored on the lands and, if so, whether those
substances—

(A) were stored for 1 year or more on the
lands;

(B) were known to have been released on the
lands; or

(C) were known to have been disposed of on
the lands; and

(3) if the assessment under paragraph (2)
shows that hazardous substances were stored,
released, or disposed of on the lands, include in
its notice under paragraph (2) to the Secretary
of the Interior and the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians—

(A) the type and quantity of such hazardous
substances;

(B) the time at which such storage, release, or
disposal took place on the lands; and

(C) a description of any remedial actions, if
any, taken on the lands.

SEC. 6. LANDS SUBJECT TO THE ACT.

For the purposes of this Act, the term ‘“‘lands
subject to this Act’” means lands and interests in
lands (including easements) taken into trust for
the benefit of the Eastern Band of Cherokee In-
dians pursuant to or under this Act.

SEC. 7. GAMING PROHIBITION.

No class II or class III gaming, as defined in
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C.
2701 et seq.), shall be conducted on lands subject
to this Act.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HANABUSA) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the Band BREastern of
Cherokee Indians is a relatively small
Tribe located in the Great Smoky
Mountains of western North Carolina
and is headquartered in Cherokee,
North Carolina. The Tribe’s reserva-
tion covers over 51,000 acres in a region
known as the Qualla Boundary.

After the completion of the Tellico
Dam in Loudon County, Tennessee, in
1979, the Tribe continued in active
communication with the Tennessee
Valley Authority on any areas im-
pacted that the Tribe believed was of
historical significance to them.

H.R. 146 would place approximately
96 acres of Tennessee Valley Authority
land in Monroe County, Tennessee,
along the shores of the Little Ten-
nessee River and Tellico Reservoir into
trust for the benefit of the Eastern
Band of Cherokee Indians.

Gaming pursuant to the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act would be prohib-
ited. Most of the parcels to be placed in
trust under this bill will be used for
memorializing and interpreting the
history of the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians, and the remaining par-
cels will be used for recreational trails.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the Eastern Band of
Cherokee Indians is one of three feder-
ally recognized Cherokee Tribes. Their
ancestral homeland includes substan-
tial parts of seven Eastern States, in-
cluding Tennessee.

In 1979, the completion of the Tellico
Dam by the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity caused a large area of their ances-
tral lands along the Little Tennessee
River to be flooded, covering many his-
toric Tribal sites.

The Cherokee can never recover
those flooded lands, but there are other
sites in the area that are in need of
protection and preservation.

H.R. 146 aids in this cause by trans-
ferring approximately 76 acres of his-
torically significant lands from the
TVA to the United States to be held in
trust for the Eastern Band of Cherokee.
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This would give the Eastern Band
greater control over their historic
homelands as well as the opportunity
to memorialize the history and culture
of the Cherokee people.

I support this legislation and urge
my colleagues to vote in favor of this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
FLEISCHMANN), the author of this meas-
ure, a tireless advocate for the State of
Tennessee.

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the chairman for yielding, and
the ranking member. I appreciate the
great opportunity to address the House
today.

Mr. Speaker, I have spent a lot of
time in this Chamber over the past 8
years, sometimes in sorrow when we
have come together as a nation, some-
times in celebration, a lot of highs and
lows, but tonight is a very special
night as I offer the Eastern Band Cher-
okee Historic Lands Reacquisition Act.

It is special for a lot of reasons, be-
cause in my district, I represent an
east Tennessee district of 11 wonderful
counties, outstanding people, but I re-
ceived a contact years ago from the
Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians, and
they came to me, and they said: Con-
gressman, will you please help us with
a situation, with a problem, with a
promise that was made and a promise
that was unfulfilled to us? So I sat
down with the Eastern Band of Cher-
okee Indians. They are from North
Carolina, a sister State to Tennessee.

They told me the story. And, of
course, we know the story of the Trail
of Tears, where over 15,000 Cherokee
were forcibly removed from their home
in east Tennessee out West. Some
avoided capture and stayed in this
area, and they remain today. Some
came back from the West and now are
in a vibrant community in North Caro-
lina.

But the sadness of this broken prom-
ise, another broken promise to our Na-
tive Americans, was something that
was staggering, because there is a place
called Tanasi, T-A-N-A-S-I. Sound fa-
miliar? That is what the great State of
Tennessee, that area I represent, was
named after, but this was the Cherokee
capital in Monroe County, the area I
represent today.

Well, they were promised, a long
time ago and a short time ago, that
they would have the return of these 76
key acres. It is amazing. Even today,
as I have fought for our Native Ameri-
cans in our great State of Tennessee,
we had to overcome stereotypes. Peo-
ple said: Oh, gosh, they want to have a
casino.

We said: No. This is a return of their
sacred homeland over their sacred cap-
ital.

So in this legislation, there is a no-
gaming provision.

This should be something that Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle, Repub-
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licans and Democrats, embrace as a
matter of civil liberties, as a matter of
doing the right thing, as a matter of
keeping our broken promises made for
a change.

What are we going to do with this
land? We are going to honor Sequoia,
as we do in this great capital, we are
going to honor Cherokee culture.

What is great about this bill is our
surrounding counties in Monroe Coun-
ty, where this exists, in McMinn Coun-
ty, in Polk County, counties I rep-
resent, the local people want this. They
want to bring the Cherokee back and
honor the Cherokee.

Can this undo the foils of history
that happened to the Cherokee? No, it
cannot. But this bill, in some meaning-
ful way, can restore the Cherokee
homeland to them, their capital to
them. This is something I think all
Americans can and should embrace.

In this great people’s House in which
we all serve, this is something that we
all can vote for and all embrace. Keep
this broken promise that was long
overdue, honor Cherokee tradition, and
do something that is really right for all
Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues on
both sides of the aisle to do what we
have done, embrace this bill, embrace
this opportunity, and honor a great
tradition in America, the Cherokee Na-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
on both sides of this aisle, I thank my
constituents at home for the privilege
of representing the great State of Ten-
nessee, and I thank my friends in the
Cherokee Nation for asking that
Tanasi be brought home where it be-
longs.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, may 1
inquire if the gentleman from Cali-
fornia has any more speakers?

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am
prepared to close.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I will
close.

Mr. Speaker, I support this legisla-
tion and urge my colleagues to vote in
favor of this great bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask for adoption of the measure, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 146, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.
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JAMES K. POLK PRESIDENTIAL
HOME STUDY ACT

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 443) to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to study the suitability
and feasibility of designating the
James K. Polk Home in Columbia, Ten-
nessee, as a unit of the National Park
System, and for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 443

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘James K.
Polk Presidential Home Study Act’’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) in 1961, the James K. Polk Home was
designated as a National Historic Landmark;
and

(2) in April 2015, the National Park Service
completed a reconnaissance survey of the
James K. Polk Home, in which the National
Park Service—

(A) determined that—

(i) the James K. Polk Home is conclusively
nationally significant; and

(ii) a special resource study is needed to
fully analyze the suitability, feasibility, and
need for management of the James K. Polk
Home by the National Park Service; and

(B) recommended that Congress consider
authorizing a special resource study for the
James K. Polk Home and associated prop-
erties.

SEC. 3. STUDY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of the In-
terior (referred to in this Act as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’) shall conduct a special resource
study of the site of the James K. Polk Home
in Columbia, Tennessee, and adjacent prop-
erty (referred to in this Act as the ‘‘site”’).

(b) CRITERIA.—The Secretary shall conduct
the study under subsection (a) in accordance
with section 100507 of title 54, United States
Code.

(c) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall—

(1) evaluate the national significance of
the site;

(2) determine the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating the site as a unit of the
National Park System;

(3) include cost estimates for any nec-
essary acquisition, development, operation,
and maintenance of the site;

(4) consult with interested Federal, State,
or local governmental entities, private and
nonprofit organizations, or other interested
individuals; and

(5) identify alternatives for the manage-
ment, administration, and protection of the
site.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 3 years after
the date on which funds are made available
to carry out the study under subsection (a),
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the Senate a report
that describes—

(1) the findings and conclusions of the
study; and

(2) any recommendations of the Secretary.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) and the
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HANABUSA) each will control 20 min-
utes.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCcCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

O 1730

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, President James K.
Polk lived in Columbia, Tennessee,
from 1819 until 1824. Other than the
White House itself, the Columbia, Ten-
nessee, site is the only surviving resi-
dence of our 11th President. It is the
repository of many original artifacts
from his life.

Although he served a single term,
Polk left our Nation with a remarkable
legacy of public accomplishments, in-
cluding expansion of our Western terri-
tories and the establishment of the
U.S. Naval Academy. My home State of
California owes him a particular debt
of gratitude.

Indeed, he made four campaign prom-
ises and, in 4 years, he fulfilled all four.

President Polk left office in 1849, and
returned to Nashville, Tennessee,
where he lived for 3 months before his
death.

The James K. Polk home in Colum-
bia, Tennessee, was designated as a na-
tional historic landmark in 1961. In
April of 2015, the National Park Service
completed a reconnaissance survey of
the home and determined that the site
warrants a special resource study.

H.R. 443 would authorize the special
resource study of the James K. Polk
home to evaluate its national signifi-
cance and the suitability and feasi-
bility for a potential designation of the
area as a unit of the National Park
Service.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 443 authorizes the
Secretary of the Interior to study the
suitability of designating the James K.
Polk home in Columbia, Tennessee, as
a unit of the National Park System.
The home is the only surviving resi-
dence of our 11th President, President
Polk, and contains over 1,300 artifacts
and original documents.

The National Park Service has pre-
viously testified in support of this bill.
I urge my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting the bill and helping us preserve
an important part of our Nation’s his-
tory.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCcCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
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the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
DESJARLAIS), the author of this meas-
ure and another tireless advocate for
Tennessee.

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, as
mentioned, the James K. Polk Presi-
dential Home Study Act would require
the Department of the Interior to
study adding our 11th President’s only
surviving residence to the National
Park Service. The aim of my bill is to
help the charity that currently main-
tains the property in Columbia, Ten-
nessee, to preserve it for future genera-
tions.

Two hundred years ago, Columbia
was a frontier town in a new State. No-
body knew the United States would
eventually stretch from sea to shining
sea, but James Polk had confidence
and vision.

He was a country lawyer who rose
from the Tennessee State house to the
Governor’s office, then to the House of
Representatives here in Congress.
James Polk was the only Speaker of
the House to ever be elected President.

Polk oversaw the establishment of
the U.S. Naval Academy, the Smithso-
nian Institution, and the Department
of the Interior.

Most importantly, he fulfilled his
promise to Western settlers to expand
the country’s boundaries to the Pa-
cific. Without James Polk’s contribu-
tions, the United States might not
look like it does today, a strong, pros-
perous Nation spanning a continent.

The outcome was not always certain;
however, today, we enjoy the fruits of
President Polk’s often overlooked leg-
acy. Many historians consider him to
be the most successful pre-Civil War
President. People in Columbia consider
him a local hero. He is a national hero
and deserves a place of honor in our
National Park System.

I appreciate Representative MARSHA
BLACKBURN’s support for my legislation
to accomplish this goal. I also thank
Senator LAMAR ALEXANDER, who has
offered companion legislation in the
Senate, and we all anticipate progress.

I want to thank the Columbia city
leaders and the many volunteers who
have tirelessly worked on this project
and helped bring this issue to my at-
tention. We all look forward to its con-
tinued prosperity and recognition.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, if I
may inquire as to whether the gen-
tleman from California has any more
speakers.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I am
prepared to close. I reserve the balance
of my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
supporting this bill and helping us pre-
serve an important part of our Nation’s
history.

I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Again, I want to thank the gentle-
woman from Hawaii (Ms. HANABUSA)
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