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We see this in how it fails to serve
key parts of our Nation and abandons
many of our food insecure. A partisan
farm bill is bad policy, plain and sim-
ple. It will not succeed legislatively
nor can it be implemented successfully.

I ask that we put aside these partisan
differences, do as we have done tradi-
tionally, and work together to pass a
bipartisan farm bill in the House and in
the Senate that the President can sign.

———
POLITICALLY BIASED MEDIA

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Morning Consult recently asked Ameri-
cans about their views of television’s
political bias.

Respondents were four times as like-
ly to say television programs present a
more liberal perspective than a con-
servative one. The liberal media, in-
cluding Hollywood studios, have dis-
missed the views of most Americans.
They portray American life in their
own liberal image. News reports, mov-
ies, and TV shows reflect the liberal
leanings of the media producers, not
most American’s values.

To be fair and balanced, the media
should represent American families
and their values, not just the pro-
ducers’ political and cultural philos-
ophy.

————
RUSSIANS LIED—SYRIANS DIED

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
Russians lied.

In 2013, the Russian bear entered into
a sweeping agreement with the United
States. The deal, Syria’s arsenal of
chemical weapons would be removed by
the middle of 2014. Russia would guar-
antee this agreement. In return, the
United States would indefinitely stall
air strikes.

For months, we have watched in hor-
ror as defenseless men, women, and
children were murdered by the rogue
Syrian regime, intent on using chem-
ical weapons against their own people.
Friday evening, President Trump
joined our allies, France and Britain,
to authorize precision air strikes
against chemical weapon production
and storage in Syria. This decisive re-
taliation was an appropriate, targeted
response to this horrific crime. No
chemical weapons in Syria.

However, the United States’ role in
Syria must be focused. The U.S.’ pur-
pose in Syria is to eradicate the influ-
ence of ISIS. Any other U.S. military
escalation of the Syrian war must be
authorized by Congress. But mean-
while, Assad the butcher now knows
from our President not to cross a red
line and use chemical weapons on his
people.
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And that is just the way it is.

COMMUNICATION FROM CON-
STITUENT SERVICES DIRECTOR,
THE HONORABLE JACKIE
SPEIER, MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Mark H. Nagales, Con-
stituent Services Director, the Honor-
able JACKIE SPEIER, Member of Con-
gress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 11, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a subpoena for testimony as
a witness in a criminal trial issued by the
Superior Court of the State of California,
County of San Mateo.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
MARK H. NAGALES,
Constituent Services Director.

———

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AF-
FAIRS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 13, 2018.
Hon. PAUL RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: I am resigning, as of
this date, my position on the House Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee.

Membership on Veterans’ Affairs has prov-
en to be invaluable to me in providing for
veterans and their families and for active
service members in the Northern Marianas
Islands. These heroes are remote from the
services of the Veterans Administration and
have been neglected; but the Department has
proven responsive to me as a member of the
Committee.

It is my intention to build on the relation-
ships I have established with the Department
and within the Committee, so that my con-
stituents who have served their nation in the
military may continue to receive the serv-
ices they have earned and deserved.

Sincerely,
GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO SABLAN,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 8 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at 4 o’clock
and 59 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

AUTHORIZING SECRETARY OF THE
INTERIOR TO ESTABLISH FEES
FOR MEDICAL SERVICES PRO-
VIDED IN UNITS OF THE NA-
TIONAL PARK SYSTEM

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3607) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to establish fees
for medical services provided in units
of the National Park System, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3607

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FEES FOR MEDICAL SERVICES.

(a) FEES AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary may es-
tablish and collect fees for medical services pro-
vided to persons in units of the National Park
System or for medical services provided by Na-
tional Park Service personnel outside units of
the National Park System.

(b) NATIONAL PARK MEDICAL SERVICES
FUND.—There is hereby established in the
Treasury a fund to be known as the ‘‘National
Park Medical Services Fund’. The Fund shall
consist of—

(1) donations to the Fund; and

(2) fees collected under subsection (a).

(c¢) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—AIl amounts
deposited into the Fund shall be available to the
Secretary, to the extent provided in advance by
Acts of appropriation, for the following in units
of the National Park System:

(1) Services listed in subsection (a).

(2) Preparing needs assessments or other pro-
grammatic analyses for medical facilities, equip-
ment, vehicles, and other needs and costs of pro-
viding services listed in subsection (a).

(3) Developing management plans for medical
facilities, equipment, vehicles, and other meeds
and costs of services listed in subsection (a).

(4) Training related to providing services list-
ed in subsection (a).

(5) Obtaining or improving medical facilities,
equipment, vehicles, and other needs and costs
of providing services listed in subsection (a).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—For the purposes of this
section:

(1) FUND.—The term ‘““Fund’ means the Na-
tional Park Medical Services Fund established
by subsection (b).

(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’ means
the Secretary of the Interior.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK) and the
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gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HANABUSA) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, the National Park Serv-
ice currently manages 11 units that
provide medical services to park visi-
tors, employees, and nearby residents,
including Yosemite in my district, Yel-
lowstone, Zion, the Grand Canyon, and
Death Valley. These include a wide
range of services, including emergency
medical services, ambulance transport,
and clinical services. They treat colds;
they set broken bones; they stabilize
heart attacks and strokes; they evac-
uate the severely injured and treat
thousands of patients annually.

These national park units are typi-
cally located in remote areas, which
means that they are often the only op-
tion patients have to receive timely
medical care, especially in emergency
situations.

In the case of Yosemite, the medical
clinic has operated in the valley since
1929. Like other medical clinics in our
national parks, it serves the park and
concessionaire employees, their fami-
lies, and tens of thousands of daily
park visitors.

The Yosemite medical clinic is a mil-
lion-dollar-a-year operation, maintain-
ing a full-time staff and sophisticated
medical treatment to treat and sta-
bilize any number of serious injuries
and sudden illnesses that confront a
population of a moderately sized town.

But here is the problem: Any other
medical clinic would be able to use the
fees it collects to finance its oper-
ations, to plan for amortizing equip-
ment purchases and expansions, and to
match its expenses to the revenues it
generates, but not so our national park
medical clinics.

Under current law, the fees collected
by our national park clinics must go
directly to the national Treasury, and
the parks must then rely on annual ap-
propriations to replace those funds,
with no certainty they will return and
no ability to plan long-term improve-
ments.

This bill changes all of that. It would
establish a separate trust fund in the
Treasury, still under the control of
Congress but dedicated to be returned
to the clinics that generate these funds
in the first place. H.R. 3607 will allow
the National Park Service to retain
revenues to help offset the costs of pro-
viding medical services.
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It establishes a national park med-
ical services fund at the Treasury. The
fund will consist of fees collected for
medical services provided to persons in
units of the National Park System and
through other donations.

My bill will help the National Park
Service to provide higher quality pa-
tient care with industry standard
equipment and technology; assist with
training relating to providing the nec-
essary medical services; develop man-
agement plans for medical facilities;
and obtain or improve medical facili-
ties, equipment, vehicles, and other
needs and costs of providing medical
services to visitors and staff of our na-
tional parks.

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this
measure, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, each year, the National
Park Service collects approximately $2
million in fees for medical services pro-
vided to park visitors. Current law re-
quires the Park Service to send the
money it collects for these services to
the Treasury rather than keeping them
in the site where the services are per-
formed. This requires the Park Service
to use money out of individual park
budgets to mitigate the costs associ-
ated with medical services.

H.R. 3607 authorizes the Park Service
to collect and retain fees for medical
services, which would relieve some of
the financial pressure faced by our
parks and ensure that these services
will be available to visitors.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that H.R. 3607
is a good bill, and I urge my colleagues
to vote for its passage.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentlewoman from Hawaii
for her kind words and support, and I
urge adoption of the measure.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCLINTOCK) that the House suspend
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 3607, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

WEST FORK FIRE STATION ACT OF
2017

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4609) to provide for the con-
veyance of a Forest Service site in Do-
lores County, Colorado, to be used for a
fire station.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4609

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
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SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“West Fork
Fire Station Act of 2017,
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) CounTY.—The term ‘‘County’” means
Dolores County, Colorado.
(2) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’

means the Secretary of Agriculture.

(3) WEST FORK FIRE STATION CONVEYANCE
PARCEL.—The term ‘“West Fork Fire Station
Conveyance Parcel’’” means the parcel of ap-
proximately 3.61 acres of National Forest
System land in the County, as depicted on
the map entitled ‘“Map for West Fork Fire
Station Conveyance Parcel” and dated No-
vember 21, 2017.

SEC. 3. CONVEYANCE OF WEST FORK FIRE STA-
TION CONVEYANCE PARCEL, DOLO-
RES COUNTY, COLORADO.

(a) IN GENERAL.—On receipt of a request
from the County and subject to such terms
and conditions as are mutually satisfactory
to the Secretary and the County, including
such additional terms as the Secretary de-
termines to be necessary, the Secretary shall
convey to the County without consideration
all right, title, and interest of the United
States in and to the West Fork Fire Station
Conveyance Parcel.

(b) CosTs.—Any costs relating to the con-
veyance under subsection (a), including proc-
essing and transaction costs, shall be paid by
the County.

(c) USE OF LAND.—The land conveyed to
the County under subsection (a) shall be used
by the County only for a fire station, related
infrastructure, and roads to facilitate access
to and through the West Fork Fire Station
Conveyance Parcel.

(d) REVERSION.—If any portion of the land
conveyed under subsection (a) is used in a
manner that is inconsistent with the use de-
scribed in subsection (c), the land shall, at
the discretion of the Secretary, revert to the
United States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the
gentlewoman from Hawaii (Ms.
HANABUSA) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill
under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

Mr. MCcCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4609 would author-
ize the U.S. Forest Service to convey
3.61 acres of land to Dolores County,
Colorado, for the purpose of building a
fire station for the community of West
Fork. Currently, area residents must
rely on a fire protection district lo-
cated 26 miles away to provide critical
firefighting and emergency services to
the community.

Frequent and devastating wildfires
have ravaged the Western States, mak-
ing it more vital than ever that every
community is prepared to protect itself
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