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flying missions and other more special-
ized missions, such as weather recon-
naissance, modular aerial firefighting,
and personnel recovery.

The Air Force Reserve is part of
every Air Force core mission function
and performs the same missions as the
Active Duty partners. On Saturday, we
will remember where the Air Force Re-
serve has been, where it is now, and
where it is going.

Great men and women have sac-
rificed to give all Americans a better
tomorrow. On Saturday, we honor their
legacy. Happy birthday to the Air
Force Reserve.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE
OF BISHOP CLEVELAND BLASH,
JR.

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise this
evening to honor Bishop Cleveland
Blash, Jr., on the occasion of his 44th
year of serving God and the people of
Newark.

Bishop Blash began his long service
when he was ordained in the late 1970s.
He faithfully served churches in Con-
necticut, Florida, and New York, be-
fore being assigned to St. Paul Sounds
of Praise PFM Church in Newark, New
Jersey.

Bishop Blash is truly a community
leader. He is the founder of Operation
CLEANN, which stands for Citizens
Looking to Empower a New Neighbor-
hood. He has given more than 10,000
hours of labor to the community
around West Side Park in Newark, New
Jersey.

Bishop Blash also created a scholar-
ship committee, founded the annual
U.S. Marines Toys for Tots Drive in his
neighborhood, and created a com-
munitywide Thanksgiving dinner,
among other great deeds.

Last weekend, Bishop Blash cele-
brated his 68th birthday and 44th year
in the ministry. I ask my colleagues to
join me in honoring Bishop Blash for
his lifetime of service to his commu-
nity.

————

NATIONAL CRIME VICTIMS’
RIGHTS WEEK

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, when
Bianca Ramirez left her Massachusetts
home one Sunday morning for a jog,
she had no idea it would be the worst
morning of her life. Shortly after she
began running, she was blindsided by a
strange man in broad daylight. He
choked her into unconsciousness and
dragged her into the bushes, brutally
beating her.

When she came to nearly 30 minutes
later, she realized the horror that had
happened to her. With the help of coun-
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seling and other victim resources,
Bianca is a survivor, and the criminal
went to prison.

Mr. Speaker, this is National Crime
Victims’ Rights Week. During this
week, we remember the evil that vic-
tims like Bianca have endured. Victims
like Bianca are the reason that Con-
gressman JIM COSTA and I formed the
Congressional Victims’ Rights Caucus,
with the goal of ending modern-day
slavery and giving victims a voice on
the national level.

In honor of National Crime Victims’
Rights Week, I ask Members to join me
to honor and be a voice for victims of
crime in America.

And that is just the way it is.

————

WELCOME HOME, HECTOR
BARAJAS

(Ms. BARRAGAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to welcome my constituent, Hec-
tor Barajas, home. Mr. Barajas enlisted
in the Army in 1995, served nobly for 6
years, and was honorably discharged in
2001.

Hector was not a U.S. citizen. De-
spite being a veteran, he was deported
in 2002 and separated from his family,
despite his years of service and sac-
rifice for our country.

Soon after his deportation, Mr.
Barajas became a leader and role model
for other deported veterans, estab-
lishing a safe house in Tijuana, Mexico,
called the Deported Veterans Support
House, or ‘“The Bunker,” as they like
to call it.

Meanwhile, he continued to pursue
his dream of returning legally to the
United States and becoming a U.S. cit-
izen. His dream has finally come true.
On April 13, Mr. Barajas will return to
Compton, California, as a United
States citizen. Upon his return, let’s
work together to bring home our vet-
erans.

Welcome home, Hector, and thank
you for your service.

——

RECOGNIZING SALT LAKE COMMU-
NITY COLLEGE’S OPEN EDU-
CATIONAL RESOURCES

(Mrs. LOVE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. LOVE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Salt Lake Community
College, also known as SLCC, for its
leadership in making it more afford-
able to residents in Utah to earn a de-
gree or certificate.

Early this month opened Open Edu-
cation Week, and I would like to high-
light “Open SLCC,” an initiative that
started in 2014 and has grown to more
than 600 open sections across a wide
range of foundational courses online.

To date, Open SLCC has saved $5.8
million for over 40,000 students by
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using Open Educational Resources, or
OER, as an alternative to costly text-
books. This is truly remarkable.

Combined with SLCC’s promise,
where the community college covers
the tuition and fees for students with
significant financial needs, SLCC is ef-
fectively addressing issues of access
and affordability to help students com-
plete college and compete in our work-
force. I salute SLCC for this winning
combination.

I also want to congratulate Mr.
Jason Pickavance at SLCC for hosting
the first ‘‘State of the OER Con-
ference’ in February. This is a great
example of collaboration among edu-
cation leaders in Utah and nationally
to address college affordability and
completion issues.

———

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today is
Holocaust Remembrance Day; remem-
brance of the horrors of 6 million Jews
being killed in Nazi Germany, and oth-
ers being killed as well: homosexuals,
Communists, and other minorities that
were objectionable, like Gypsies.

In recent polls, it shows millennials,
over a third, don’t realize what Ausch-
witz was, or that the Holocaust oc-
curred. On this day, Yom HaShoah, we
need to remind the world of what hor-
rendous events occurred on this planet
just 75 years ago.

Never again. Never again. Elie Wiesel
said: ‘“We may not be able to defeat in-
justice, but we should always protest
it.”

——
COMBATING ONLINE EXPLOI-
TATION OF SEX TRAFFICKING
VICTIMS

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I want
to recognize an important new law, the
Allow States and Victims to Fight On-
line Sex Trafficking Act, or FOSTA.
This landmark anti-trafficking legisla-
tion that I helped coauthor was just
signed into law by the President this
week, and it ushers in a new era of
combating the online exploitation of
trafficking victims.

Last month, half a dozen Minnesota
men were rolled up in an online under-
age trafficking sting. They had met
what they believed were young girls
advertised for sex on backpage.com,
one of the worst offenders when it
comes to exploiting trafficking vic-
tims. But when each of them showed up
to the designated meeting spot, instead
of finding teenage girls, they found law
enforcement waiting for them.

Sadly, there are more who are able to
buy sex on websites like Backpage, but
the new law will help us put a stop to
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that. Now it ensures that websites that
facilitate sex trafficking will be held
liable and held accountable for their
actions.

Backpage.com has now been taken
over by Federal authorities. It isn’t the
only such site in existence, but it is a
sign that their ability to profit from
trafficking without consequence has
come to an end.

————

GRANT THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA FULL EMANCIPATION

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row, D.C. begins commemorations of
the emancipation of slaves in the Na-
tion’s Capital 9 months before slavery
was abolished elsewhere in the United
States. Yet, D.C. residents, 156 years
later, still are not free. Congress can
overturn local laws nowhere else ex-
cept in the District, and collects taxes
without representation.

The residents of the Nation’s Capital
have more than paid the price for their
citizenship. Most are native-born
American citizens. Residents have
fought and died in every U.S. war, in-
cluding the Revolutionary War that
created the United States of America.

And D.C. residents rank number one
in taxes paid to support the United
States Government. We are well within
our rights to ask Congress to grant the
District of Columbia full emancipation
by making the District the blst State.

———

NATIONAL RETIREMENT
PLANNING WEEK

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of nearly 50 mil-
lion baby boomers ready for retire-
ment.

This week is National Retirement
Planning Week. Let me emphasize two
earned benefits that have done more to
grant security and peace in retirement
than any other: Medicare and Social
Security. If future generations are to
reap their retirement security, our
generation must ensure their solvency.
And if we only talk retirement with
seniors, we fall seriously short.

Although nearly half of all baby
boomers say they have $100,000 or less
saved, and their Social Security is crit-
ical to their survival, half of Genera-
tion Xers have less than $10,000 saved.
Given the financial pressures on
millennials, they could end up in pre-
carious situations.

Congress must show real leadership
on this issue; and the somber reality is
more Americans than ever are shoul-
dering the burden of financing retire-
ment alone. As a society, Congress also
must prioritize financial literacy and
education, beginning with young stu-
dents in schools. We must equip every-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

one to start small nest eggs that can
grow over the decades into what I call
Social Security Plus.

Thank you to the National Retire-
ment Planning Coalition, whose fan-
tastic online resources are available to
Americans free of charge. That is the
National Retirement Planning Coali-
tion, free of charge, to all Americans.
Let’s get to work for security for our
retirees, not just this generation, but
those to come.

———
[ 1800

HONORING THE LIFE OF VICTOR
LINK

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the life of Victor
Link.

Victor was an intelligent man who
had a vast knowledge on many topics.
He was the father to his adopted son,
Christian, and was engaged to be mar-
ried to his fiancee, Lynne.

Victor loved music and loved sharing
his expertise on craft beers. He at-
tended the Route 91 festival in Las
Vegas on October 1.

He often traveled around the country
to attend many different music fes-
tivals with his fiancee, but he always
made sure to make time for friends and
family.

His son remembers him as being a
very strong role model who had a deep
passion for life.

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Victor’s family and friends.
Please know that the city of Las
Vegas, the State of Nevada, and the en-
tire country grieve with you.

———————

CONGRATULATING THE UNIVER-
SITY OF CALIFORNIA AT SANTA
CRUZ BANANA SLUGS

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the University of
California at Santa Cruz Banana Slugs,
specifically, their rocket team, the so-
called Rocket Slugs, for not only being
selected to compete in NASA’s elite
Student Launch Week, but for
medaling in the Best Rocket Fair Dis-
play.

The annual competition in Hunts-
ville, Alabama, allows students to re-
search and develop projects related to
NASA’s Space Launch System. That is
America’s deep space exploration rock-
et that is built to return astronauts to
the Moon and possibly even send them
to Mars.

Their work is a testament to UC
Santa Cruz and team cocaptains Kent
Roberts and Zafar Rustamkulov. These
students pushed the limits of design
and engineering, pushed themselves
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through trial and error, and proved
that they can push their dreams to the
Moon and beyond.

———

FARM BILL AND NUTRITION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) is recognized
for 60 minutes as the designee of the
majority leader.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, we appreciate the oppor-
tunity to be here tonight to join with
my colleagues for this Special Order.

Over the past 3 years, the House Ag-
riculture Committee has been dili-
gently working on the next farm bill,
which sets agriculture and food policy
for our Nation every 5 years.

As chairman of the House Agri-
culture Subcommittee on Nutrition, I
am pleased that we can discuss this im-
portant topic tonight, nutrition, and I
want to thank Chairman CONAWAY for
his great leadership and commitment
putting forward the best farm bill pos-
sible.

Tonight, we are here to talk about
the nutrition title, specifically the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, or SNAP, which we used to
call food stamps. SNAP accounts for 80
percent of spending in the farm bill,
and it is an important safety net for
low-income families to help ensure
that no one in America goes hungry
when times get tough. Far too many
Americans are living in poverty, and
many have been for a generation.

There is no worse feeling for a parent
than to see their child go without
something as basic as food, yet food in-
security exists for so many. That is
why, since 2015, the Nutrition Sub-
committee has hosted 21 hearings on
SNAP. It has heard from more than 80
witnesses on how we can improve the
program and work to end hunger in
America.

In fiscal year 2017, SNAP provided
42.2 million Americans with food bene-
fits at a cost of $63.7 billion. That is
nearly 21 million households, Mr.
Speaker.

In my district, Pennsylvania’s Fifth
Congressional District, nearly 35,000
households received SNAP benefits for
fiscal year 2015. Thirty percent of those
homes have one or more people over
the age of 60, and nearly half, 45.9 per-
cent, of those homes have children who
are under the age of 18.

What this farm bill does is ensure
that SNAP benefits continue to be
available for those who truly need the
help, especially children, seniors age 60
and older, and the disabled, who rep-
resent nearly two-thirds of the pro-
gram’s participants.

Unfortunately, though, many Ameri-
cans may not have the skills necessary
to find a family-sustaining job or may
have encountered roadblocks while try-
ing to get ahead. This new farm bill
makes a historic investment in work
programs so SNAP recipients have a
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