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Republican Party, in American his-
tory. Their debt will exceed the entire 
American economy in 10 years. 

The moral horror of passing this debt 
on to your kids and grandkids now be-
longs to you. You own it and they owe 
it. 

To now offer a balanced budget 
amendment is transparently cowardly 
and egregious. Congress does not need 
a constitutional amendment to do its 
job honorably. The Constitution al-
ready gives Congress that authority. 
What is missing is the intestinal for-
titude to do that which the Constitu-
tion calls on you to do honorably. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
SERGEANT JACK COLEMAN COOK 
(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of Sergeant 
Jack Coleman Cook of Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas, for his heroic actions in World 
War II. Sergeant Cook was a ball turret 
gunner on a B–17 Flying Fortress 
named the Challenger. 

On February 3, 1945, the 384th Bomb 
Group participated in a mission over 
Berlin. During the mission, the Chal-
lenger was hit by flak, damaging mul-
tiple engines, gas tanks, and the fuse-
lage, but left the crew unharmed. 

On the return journey home, the 
plane began losing altitude and crash- 
landed in the frigid North Sea. The 
crewmembers abandoned the aircraft 
and boarded two life rafts but became 
separated. 

Navigator Edward Field, a crew-
member who stayed in the water, 
began to push his raft towards the 
other raft but became numb and said 
that he could no longer hold on. Ser-
geant Cook got into the water so the 
crew’s navigator could get out of the 
cold sea and take his spot in the raft. 
The sergeant then swam for 45 minutes 
until they reached the second raft. 
Shortly afterward, air-sea rescue lo-
cated the crew, but Sergeant Cook had 
little life left in him, and he passed 
away on the boat. 

It is with great gratitude and respect 
that I honor Jack Coleman Cook. Ser-
geant Cook is a true American hero. He 
selflessly gave his life for his fellow 
man, and for this, we remember him 
more than 70 years later. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF 
SERGEANT JACK COLEMAN COOK 
(Mr. NADLER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, like Mr. 
WESTERMAN, I rise today to recognize 
the heroic actions taken by 384th Bomb 
Group ball turret gunner Jack Coleman 
Cook of Hot Springs, Arkansas, during 
a World War II mission. 

Selflessly, Sergeant Cook gave his 
life to save the life of his fellow air-

men, including my constituent, First 
Lieutenant Edward Field, a veteran 
and poet from Brooklyn, New York. On 
February 3, 1945, in a bombing mission 
over Berlin, Sergeant Cook showed us 
what true heroism looks like. 

After their B–17 bomber crashed into 
the North Sea, the crewmembers were 
forced to inflate two life rafts. Unfortu-
nately, only one raft was able to fully 
inflate, leaving two men, Lieutenant 
Field and another crewmember, in the 
frigid water. 

After they had spent about 30 min-
utes in the water, Sergeant Cook gave 
up his spot in the raft for Lieutenant 
Field, who had become numb. Sergeant 
Cook then swam in the freezing water 
to the other raft, which was only par-
tially inflated. Unfortunately, he died 
before a British vessel could come and 
rescue them. 

In his poem, ‘‘World War II,’’ Lieu-
tenant Field honored the incredible 
sacrifice made by Sergeant Cook, rec-
ognizing that his survival is entwined 
with the spirit born from another 
hero’s sacrifice. 

It is my distinct honor today to com-
memorate the American heroes who 
bravely served our country, in this 
case, Sergeant Jack Coleman Cook and 
First Lieutenant Edward Field. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DEPUTY ANDREW 
JENKINS FOR BEING AWARDED 
CONGRESSIONAL BADGE OF 
BRAVERY 
(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Deputy Andrew Jen-
kins of the Eaton County Sheriff’s De-
partment for being awarded the Con-
gressional Badge of Bravery. He is only 
the second law enforcement officer 
from Michigan to ever receive this high 
honor. 

On the evening of December 20, 2016, 
Deputy Jenkins was the first emer-
gency responder to a Delta Township 
residence which was already in flames. 
Although he had no protective clothing 
or equipment, he immediately entered 
the home, finding three family mem-
bers, two of whom were disabled and 
unable to walk. 

He subsequently rescued all three oc-
cupants, carrying the disabled individ-
uals to safety as the fire continued to 
spread, putting himself in great dan-
ger. All three residents and Deputy 
Jenkins were hospitalized and treated 
for smoke inhalation, and one person 
was subsequently treated at the Uni-
versity of Michigan burn unit. 

If Deputy Jenkins had not acted so 
quickly that night, three lives may 
have been lost. His heroism and selfless 
actions that night clearly established 
why Deputy Jenkins is so deserving of 
the Congressional Badge of Bravery. 

f 

MATERNAL MORTALITY RATE IS A 
SERIOUS HEALTH CRISIS 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 

House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to call attention to a 
serious health crisis in America: the 
maternal mortality rate in the country 
is worse than in the rest of the devel-
oped world. 

In fact, the United States is the only 
industrialized nation where the number 
of pregnancy-related deaths is on the 
rise. This is particularly true for Black 
women, who are nearly four times 
more likely to die from pregnancy 
complications than White women. 

Additionally, The New York Times 
reported yesterday that Black infants 
are now more than twice as likely to 
die as White infants, a disparity which 
is larger now than it was in 1850. 

Black Maternal Health Week started 
yesterday. Today, I stand before Con-
gress not only to raise awareness, but 
to encourage my colleagues to take 
swift action and fund maternal 
healthcare clinics in 2019. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE CAREER OF 
JIM MOYER 

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Jim Moyer, asso-
ciate dean of research at Washington 
State University, and to congratulate 
him on his retirement. Jim graduated 
from Washington State in 1971 and 
went on to pursue several higher de-
grees and academic achievements. 

He is prominently renowned as a 
plant pathologist, having served as the 
president of the American 
Phytopathological Society, and his re-
search contributions have earned him 
both national and international rec-
ognition. He received the USDA Agri-
cultural Research Service’s Morrison 
Medal before he returned to Pullman to 
serve as the associate dean of research 
for WSU’s College of Agriculture, 
Human, and Natural Resource 
Sciences. 

In this position, he advocated for ag-
riculture stakeholders and supported 
research in Washington State and 
across the country. He testified before 
the House Agriculture Committee and 
has led WSU to be number one in 
USDA research and development ex-
penditures in fiscal year 2016. 

Jim and I have worked closely to-
gether since I came to Congress, and I 
am grateful for all he has done for my 
alma mater. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in celebrating his successful 
career, and I wish him the best in his 
retirement. 

Go, Cougars. 
f 

RECOGNIZING BAY COUNTY 
DEPUTY SHERIFF MIKE CLANCY 
(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Bay County Deputy Sher-
iff Mike Clancy for his heroic efforts in 
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saving the life of a 6-year-old boy in 
Panama City Beach. 

Deputy Clancy recently responded to 
a drowning call at a hotel to find an 
unresponsive child. He immediately 
took action, and his quick thinking 
and response saved young Jaxon’s life. 

Deputy Clancy said in his own words 
that he is not a hero, but to Jaxon and 
to his family, he is a hero. 

Deputy Clancy attributes his skills 
to 22 years in the U.S. Army and train-
ing at the Bay County Sheriff’s Office. 

Every day, despite great personal 
risks, law enforcement officers across 
the country put on their uniforms and 
carry out their duties to protect and 
serve. Mr. Speaker, I thank Deputy 
Clancy and all who wear the badge. 
Their actions reflect great credit on 
the Bay County Sheriff’s Office and ex-
emplify the best in the American peo-
ple. 

f 

OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUS-
TIN MEN’S SWIMMING AND DIV-
ING TEAM 

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, today I 
would like to bring attention to the 
outstanding achievements of the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin men’s swim-
ming and diving team. For the fourth 
consecutive year, this team took home 
the NCAA title. 

College athletes from around the 
country dream about competing at the 
NCAA championships. As student-ath-
letes, this could also mark the peak of 
their athletic career. 

In addition to these incredible ath-
letes, I would like to congratulate 
their coach, Eddie Reese. Coach Reese 
has the most wins in this sport’s his-
tory. After 40 seasons at the University 
of Texas, he has trained athletes to win 
14 national titles. 

Coaches like this don’t come around 
often, and I would like to thank Coach 
Reese for his dedication to this great 
university. 

I would also like to take this time to 
identify UT seniors on the team: Jona-
than Roberts, Brett Ringgold, and Jo-
seph Schooling. As they leave their col-
lege days behind, they will always re-
member this moment, and they will re-
member this team. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to con-
gratulate the University of Texas on 
these impressive accomplishments and 
simply say: Hook ‘em. 

In God we trust. 
f 

b 1215 

RECOGNIZING NINTH ANNUAL 
DREAM MAKERS’ GALA 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the ninth an-

nual Dream Makers’ Gala hosted by 
Debbie’s Dream Foundation. 

On April 21, friends, family, 
healthcare advocates, and community 
leaders from throughout our south 
Florida area will gather together to 
raise awareness and mobilize efforts to 
fight stomach cancer. 

This year’s event is especially mean-
ingful to all of the staff, volunteers, 
and supporters of Debbie’s Dream 
Foundation. Why? Because, sadly, we 
recently lost Debbie Zelman. Nearly a 
decade ago, Debbie was diagnosed with 
stage IV stomach cancer. But rather 
than give in, she decided to take ac-
tion. She started Debbie’s Dream Foun-
dation to fund stomach cancer research 
and fight this dreadful disease. 

In 2018, more than 26,000 people will 
be newly diagnosed with stomach can-
cer in our great country. That is why 
this event and this organization are so 
important to defeat stomach cancer 
once and for all. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
Debbie’s wonderful parents who carry 
on this fight, her family members, and 
all of the advocates for their lifesaving 
efforts and tireless commitment to ful-
filling Debbie’s dream. 

Let us make this night a celebration 
of Debbie’s determination, persever-
ance, and, most importantly, Debbie’s 
amazing life. 

f 

HONORING FORT RUCKER AND 
MAXWELL-GUNTER AIR FORCE 
BASE 

(Mrs. ROBY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, with Con-
gress out of session for the recent 
Easter district work period, I had the 
opportunity to visit Fort Rucker and 
Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base, two 
outstanding military installations in 
Alabama’s Second District. It is so im-
portant that I stay up to date with the 
needs and priorities of our military 
bases, and I appreciate those who took 
the opportunity to meet with me re-
cently. 

As a member of the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Defense, prop-
erly funding our military is one of my 
top priorities. I will always work to en-
sure that Fort Rucker and Maxwell- 
Gunter Air Force Base remain strong 
components in our national defense in-
frastructure. 

Mr. Speaker, over the last year, I 
have appreciated working alongside 
the administration that has dem-
onstrated an unwavering commitment 
to rebuilding our military after years 
of damaging cuts. I am proud to serve 
in a congressional district that is home 
to two of our Nation’s finest military 
installations, and I will continue to 
provide the brave men and women of 
our military with the best possible re-
sources to ensure that they are well- 
prepared for whatever challenges they 
may face as they work to keep us safe. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
close by wishing Maxwell-Gunter Air 
Force Base a happy 100th birthday. 
This past Saturday, Maxwell cele-
brated 100 years of dedicated service. I 
speak for the entire Second District in 
saying that we appreciate all that 
these men and women do for our coun-
try, and our community, and I know 
that our region looks forward to many 
more years of partnership. 

Mr. Speaker, it is truly an honor to 
be an advocate for Fort Rucker and 
Maxwell-Gunter Air Force Base here in 
Congress, and I take this responsibility 
very seriously. 

f 

BALANCED BUDGET AMENDMENT 

(Mr. BANKS of Indiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in support of a balanced 
budget amendment which should be 
one of several steps that we take in 
Congress to control spending. 

As a State senator, I worked with 
Governors Mitch Daniels and MIKE 
PENCE to balance Indiana’s budget 
every single year, while lowering taxes 
and investing in key priorities. Today, 
Indiana has a $1.8 billion rainy-day 
fund and a AAA credit rating. Sadly, 
Washington, D.C., has not followed In-
diana’s example. 

According to the latest estimates 
from the CBO, the Federal Government 
is set to run $82 trillion in deficits over 
the next 30 years. This is simply 
unsustainable. We cannot allow this 
crippling debt that will burden our 
children and grandchildren to continue 
growing. 

In the short term, I applaud the 
Trump administration’s decision to use 
the rescission tool to rein in Federal 
spending. The legislation that we are 
considering today, which would force 
Congress to balance the budget, should 
be part of a comprehensive effort to ad-
dress spending and get America’s fi-
nances back in order. 

This amendment will ensure Con-
gress has no excuses and reforms the 
broken congressional budget process. 
Hoosier families know how to live 
within their means and follow a budg-
et, and Washington ought to do the 
same. 

f 

REBUILDING EFFORTS IN THE U.S. 
VIRGIN ISLANDS 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, the re-
building efforts of the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands will require an extraordinary 
level of coordination and cooperation 
between the local government and the 
Federal Government. We have, in this 
moment, both the opportunity and the 
responsibility to ensure that the great-
est good emerges from the calamity to 
our Virgin Islands. 
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