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done. That is what we are supposed to 
do. 

f 

OUR JOB IS TO KEEP STUDENTS 
SAFE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. MESSER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, as a par-
ent with kids in school, I believe that 
no parent should have to worry if their 
child will come home safe at the end of 
the day. That is why I rise today to 
join President Trump in urging the 
Senate to immediately pass the STOP 
School Violence Act. The House over-
whelmingly passed this legislation last 
week, and now it is time for the U.S. 
Senate to act and pass this bipartisan, 
commonsense bill. 

Among other positive steps forward, 
this bipartisan bill would provide fund-
ing to enable local schools to make 
physical and technological improve-
ments to keep students safe. 

Southwestern High School in my dis-
trict has been called the safest school 
in America because of its focus on se-
curity, training, and coordination with 
local law enforcement. I have had the 
opportunity to visit Shelby County’s 
Southwestern High School and speak 
with the leadership there and the 
Shelby County Sheriff’s Department 
leadership as well, and, frankly, I could 
not have been more impressed. 

If the STOP School Violence Act is 
enacted, more schools could follow the 
example set by Southwestern High 
School. The U.S. Senate needs to do its 
job now and act quickly to pass this 
commonsense legislation to secure our 
schools and keep America’s children 
safe. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 7 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Dr. Michael S. Lewis, Roswell Street 
Baptist Church, Marietta, Georgia, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Our Father in Heaven, we enter into 
Your presence this day with thanks-
giving in our hearts for the gracious 
gift of life and the opportunities that 
You have set before us. We bless You 
for being our Creator and for providing 
a living relationship of love through 
Your Son and our Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

We humble ourselves before You as 
men and women of this special body 

whom You have appointed with the re-
sponsibility of serving the people of 
this Nation. May You fill the minds of 
each leader with wisdom which is from 
above, fill each heart with passion for 
Your glory and the greatest good of 
others, and fill each decision with the 
guidance of Your Spirit. 

My heart is grateful to voice this 
intercessory prayer on this day in our 
Nation’s history with fellow citizens. 
May You unite our hearts to glorify 
Your name. May You bless the cities 
and communities of our Nation with 
peace. May You bless the United States 
of America, for I humbly make this 
prayer in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. SCHNEIDER) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. SCHNEIDER led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING DR. MICHAEL S. 
LEWIS 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LOUDERMILK) is recognized for 1 
minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, 

today I have the honor of introducing 
our guest pastor, Dr. Michael Lewis, 
from my home district and from the 
great city of Marietta, Georgia. 

Dr. Lewis graduated in 1996 with a 
master of divinity degree from South-
eastern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
In May of 2005, he received an honorary 
doctor of divinity degree from Liberty 
University. He has had the honor of 
serving in churches in South Carolina, 
Texas, and Florida as their pastor. 

Currently, Dr. Lewis serves as pastor 
of Roswell Street Baptist Church in 
Marietta, Georgia, where he lives with 
his wife of 25 years, Liliana, and their 
three wonderful daughters. 

It is my privilege to introduce Dr. 
Michael Lewis, who opened us this 
morning in prayer. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WEBER of Texas). The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1- 

minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

CELEBRATING WOMEN IN THE 
WORKFORCE 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
in honor of Women’s History Month. 
Every March, we celebrate the trail-
blazing women who have enriched our 
history, our society, and our commu-
nities. 

This month, it is important to recog-
nize the hardworking women in today’s 
workforce. Today, more than 70 per-
cent of women work outside of the 
home, and these women account for 
nearly half of the workforce, while 40 
percent of women are their family’s top 
earners. 

Because of tax reform, the women of 
America’s workforce will be able to 
keep more of their hard-earned cash to 
spend on their families, rather than 
sending it to Washington. Additionally, 
working moms and their families will 
receive double the child tax credit to 
ensure they have the means to care for 
their children. 

Mr. Speaker, to the naysayers who 
claimed that tax reform would only 
benefit rich men, I say that is categori-
cally false. Tax reform already has and 
will continue to empower the wonder-
ful women in America’s workforce to 
make history worth recognizing. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF REV-
EREND JAMES HAWLEY 
MCKINNON, JR. 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a great North Caro-
linian, a friend to many, and a man of 
God, Reverend James Hawley 
McKinnon, Jr. 

Mr. Speaker, Jim passed away on 
Sunday, March 11, at the age of 77. Jim 
McKinnon preached the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ in eastern North Carolina for 
decades. His ministry inspired and mo-
tivated so many individuals, both in 
his home of Wilson, North Carolina, 
and elsewhere. 

Ordained as a minister of the Pres-
byterian church on September 22, 
1968—shortly after the assassinations 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
Senator Robert F. Kennedy—Jim 
served congregations throughout North 
Carolina; first as an associate pastor in 
Fayetteville, and then as a senior pas-
tor in Morehead City, Charlotte, and 
Wilson, where he retired after 26 years 
as senior pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church. 

Jim McKinnon was a strong, strong 
pillar in our community and he will be 
missed. Jim McKinnon is survived by 
his wife of 51 long years, Louise Cherry 
McKinnon; and their two sons, also 
Presbyterian ministers, James, III—we 
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call him Trip—and his wife, Angie, 
from Brunswick, Georgia; and John 
and his wife, Darci, from Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. 

His beloved four grandchildren are: 
John Brandon and Rebecca Louise from 
Brunswick, Georgia; Aidan Gayle and 
Ian McKay from Oklahoma City. 

Jim was preceded in death by his 
grandson, James Hawley McKinnon, 
IV—Jamie. 

Let it be said, Mr. Speaker, that Rev-
erend Jim McKinnon made a difference 
in this world as he helped change lives 
for so many Americans. 

f 

CONGRATULATING THE BELLE-
VILLE WEST BASKETBALL TEAM 

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, today I 
proudly honor the Belleville West bas-
ketball team for winning the 2018 4A 
State tournament. 

It was truly a ‘‘March Madness’’ in 
Peoria, Illinois, this weekend as the 
Maroons played in a back-and-forth 
State title game against Whitney 
Young Dolphins. It took overtime, but 
Belleville West held off Whitney Young 
for a 60 to 56 victory to take home the 
championship trophy. This is the first 
basketball State title in school his-
tory. 

I extend a heartfelt congratulations 
to the players, coaches, staff, school of-
ficials, families, and friends who sup-
ported these young men on this incred-
ible journey. Illinois 12th is proud of 
you. 

Go, Maroons. 
f 

HEALTHCARE SHOULD BE A 
HUMAN RIGHT FOR ALL 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, this Fri-
day marks the eighth anniversary of 
the Affordable Care Act being signed 
into law. In the richest country in the 
world, healthcare should be a basic 
human right, not a privilege for some. 

While the ACA is far from perfect— 
we know that—it made great progress, 
ensuring millions and millions of 
Americans that they could have health 
insurance, that they could have 
healthcare when they need it, making 
it more affordable, making sure that 
Americans with preexisting conditions 
were not denied coverage because they 
were sick or kicked off their coverage 
because they got sick. 

Unfortunately, though, this House 
has spent a good deal of the last year 
or so trying to take back some of those 
advances that we have made, essen-
tially, putting more families in the po-
sition of having that economic uncer-
tainty of not knowing whether or not 
their premiums will continue to go up 
or their copays will go up, or prescrip-
tion drugs will be available but com-

pletely unaffordable to them; putting 
families back in the place where they 
are, essentially, one illness away from 
losing everything that they have 
worked for. 

We should work together because we 
know there are improvements that we 
need to make. We should work across 
the aisle to improve this law and move 
forward. 

f 

BEST BUDDIES FRIENDSHIP WALK 
(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Best Bud-
dies International for a successful 5K 
walk in downtown Miami this past Sat-
urday, March 17. 

Best Buddies International was 
founded in 1989 by one of my constitu-
ents, Anthony K. Shriver, and it pro-
motes the idea that every person has a 
gift and that every person can con-
tribute. This message is emblematic of 
what makes America successful, and it 
has made Best Buddies a thriving glob-
al organization serving thousands of 
individuals with intellectual and devel-
opmental disabilities. 

The Best Buddies Friendship Walk al-
lows those who are often excluded be-
cause of their differences the oppor-
tunity to create one-on-one friendships 
that last a lifetime. It is that model 
that has allowed Best Buddies to make 
extraordinary advancements in the au-
tism community to increase under-
standing and acceptance of the dis-
ability. 

I would like to extend my congratu-
lations for a successful Best Buddies 
Friendship Walk. I am so delighted to 
see my constituents giving the gift of 
friendship to individuals in south Flor-
ida with intellectual and develop-
mental disabilities. 

f 

BOOTS TO BUSINESS 
(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to rise today in support of the 
Boots to Business program. 

Running a small business requires a 
wide variety of skills. One day you are 
the company’s accountant, the next 
day you are researching marketing 
strategies. 

Many of our servicemembers have 
the temperament and experience to 
excel as small-business owners and en-
trepreneurs, but they lack the indus-
try-specific skills to turn their dream 
into a reality. 

The Boots to Business program helps 
bridge this gap by offering exiting serv-
icemembers and spouses a 2-day in-per-
son course on business ownership, fol-
lowed by more in-depth instruction 
through an 8-week online course. 

Since the program launched in 2013, 
more than 50,000 servicemembers and 

spouses have participated, learning 
how to start and grow businesses and, 
thereby, grow our economy. 

This month, I introduced the bipar-
tisan Veteran Entrepreneurship Train-
ing Act with my friend from Iowa, Con-
gressman ROD BLUM. The bill would 
codify the Boots to Business program. 
Our veterans serve our country with 
honor. They deserve our support as 
they transition from military to civil-
ian life. I urge my colleagues to join 
me on this bipartisan effort. 

f 

CREATING TRANSPARENCY 
THROUGH DISCLOSURE 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, today I introduced the For-
eign Influence Transparency Act, 
which requires organizations, such as 
the Confucius Institute, to register 
under the Foreign Agents Registration 
Act, FARA, if they promote the polit-
ical agenda of a foreign country. 

The goal of this legislation is to in-
crease transparency between foreign 
governments, universities, and stu-
dents. Americans have the right to 
know if they are consuming propa-
ganda that is produced by a foreign 
government. 

Currently, FARA contains a techni-
cality that allows foreign governments 
or organizations to push their political 
agenda under the facade of an ‘‘aca-
demic pursuit.’’ The Foreign Influence 
Transparency Act will clarify the in-
tent and ensure that all propaganda 
funded by foreign governments at least 
contains a disclaimer. 

The Foreign Influence Transparency 
Act also decreases the monetary 
threshold of foreign donations that 
universities are required to disclose. 
Currently, universities only report on 
donations they receive of $250,000 or 
more, while organizations, such as the 
Confucius Institute, operate below that 
level. This results in a lack of disclo-
sure to students and parents. The goal 
of this legislation is simple, and that is 
to create transparency through disclo-
sure. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LEW 
VANDERZYL 

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Lew 
Vanderzyl, a dedicated educator; a vet-
eran; and a devoted father, grand-
father, and great-grandfather, who 
passed away last month. 

Lew’s lifetime of service included a 
deployment with the 40th Infantry Di-
vision during the Korean war, followed 
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