H1694

Black women are also sorely underrep-
resented in one the fastest growing and high-
est paying career fields in America—engineer-
ing. Black women make up less than 1 per-
cent of American engineers. Science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics are
fields that black women are being excluded
from through cultural exclusion, lack of role
models, and pay inequities. STEM fields offer
incredible opportunities for the African Amer-
ican community, and we must do more to en-
sure that we encourage more women of color
to pursue these opportunities.

Mr. Speaker, America needs black women
to fulfill the roles as chemists, engineers,
physicists, and engineers. Black women have
and continue to engineer solutions to many of
the problems we face in the 21st Century. The
coming age presents unique technological
challenges that must be met with unique per-
spectives capable of grand problem solving.
Supporting funding for STEM after school pro-
grams, workshops, and boot camps is an in-
vestment in the future faces of computer
science, engineering, and the continued lead-
ership of the black woman. Historically, when
the Black woman succeeds, our nation suc-
ceeds. This year, let us do more for black
women in America so that they can continue
to do more for our country.

——
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FBI INVESTIGATIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, with so
much going on these days in the way of
investigations, we still have Robert
Mueller, special counsel—of course, he
was supposed to look into potential il-
legal collusion between President
Trump and Russia, and it has morphed
into basically whatever he wants to
pursue.

It is kind of like the investigation
that James Comey as the Deputy At-
torney General recommended that the
then-Attorney General John Ashcroft
should recuse himself, which he fol-
lowed that advice, and then Mr. Comey
was able to appoint his very dear friend
and his child’s godfather, Patrick Fitz-
gerald, to be the special attorney.

Special attorney, special counsel, and
Mr. Comey apparently knew at the
time the investigation began that the
person who leaked Valerie Plame’s
identity as CIA agent was named Rich-
ard Armitage, somebody they did not
want to go after even though it was
supposed to have been a crime. But
they weren’t interested in the crime.
They were interested in nailing a per-
sOn or persons.

And it really appears that is not only
what Patrick Fitzgerald did. He wanted
somebody’s hide, and apparently it was
Dick Cheney’s. He might have settled
for Karl Rove. Apparently, the offer
was made more than once. It was re-
ported that Fitzgerald was offering
Scooter Libby.

If you can just give me anything that
will convict Vice President Cheney,
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then we will make sure you don’t have
anything to worry about.

But Scooter Libby was not going to
lie to get himself out from under the
gun, and as was reported, a witness
against him, Judy Miller, later be-
lieved, when she found some notes,
whoops, Libby had not lied as she ap-
parently thought. Apparently, he was
innocent, just as he had contended and,
apparently, would have walked away
without any problems, without the full
force of the Federal Government going
after him if he had just given him any-
thing—that is Comey’s child’s god-
father—given him anything that would
have allowed him to convict Vice
President Cheney.

It appears Mueller’s investigation
now has ceased looking for a crime in-
volving Trump and Russia and is fo-
cused on just finding something—kind
of like the effort that Comey’s buddy—
if it is Comey’s buddy, since we are
told that Comey and Mueller are basi-
cally joined at the hip, then it must
have been Mueller’s friend, too. But
they wanted Vice President Cheney,
and when Scooter Libby wouldn’t lie
and do that, well, they convicted him
of lying when, apparently, he did not
lie. He was innocent.

You can go back and find these type
of things in Robert Mueller’s wake,
whether it was as the assistant U.S. at-
torney in charge of criminal investiga-
tions in Boston when they were found
later to have had people who worked
for Mueller who were in bed with
Whitey Bulger, the mob leader, and
Mueller kept insisting that these four
people who were framed by FBI agents
should remain in prison and not be pa-
roled. Two of them died in prison.
There was ultimately a settlement, but
Mueller couldn’t be bothered with a
settlement because of the actions of
the people who worked for him.

Just like he went after Dr. Hatfill,
claiming that he was the anthrax kill-
er, and some say that was the highest
profile case this FBI Director had han-
dled. Others would say it was the pros-
ecution and conviction of Ted Stevens,
U.S. Senator, which we later found out
was a frame-up. The FBI is reported to
have hidden evidence that completely
exonerated him and manufactured evi-
dence. After that came to light, his
conviction, all of the case was dropped,
as it should have been, well before it
was ever even pursued. But they got
the intended result.

The trial, a week or so before his
election, he was convicted and, there-
fore, lost the election. Kind of like
what Mueller, as FBI Director, had his
FBI do to Curt Weldon whom I saw
stand at this podium numerous times
and talk about the FBI had some infor-
mation before 9/11 that showed that
they could have stopped it, something
like that. But he just kept beating up
on the FBI.

I didn’t have any idea whether what
Curt Weldon was talking about was
true or not, but I do know that just a
few weeks before his reelection, after
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he had been easily reelected a number
of times and after he was shown to
have a decent lead over a very good
Democratic opponent, 3 weeks before
the election, the FBI stormed his
daughter’s office, and Mueller’s FBI
had leaked the information, appar-
ently, because the place was covered up
with reporters of all kinds so that they
could document the raid on Curt
Weldon’s daughter’s office.

Shortly thereafter, protesters with
signs showed up at Curt’s office, claim-
ing that he had been caught red-hand-
ed, and the implications were clear
from the FBI that Curt Weldon was
guilty of something, and that brought
about his defeat by about 2 percent.

As I understand it, the year after
that raid on the Weldons, the FBI con-
tacted Curt Weldon’s daughter and
said: You need to come pick up all this
stuff up.

There was never a grand jury that we
know of. There was no indictment.
There was no real investigation.
Mueller’s FBI got tired of Curt Weldon
making allegations from this podium I
am standing at now, and they silenced
him as a Representative.

There is much more, but we find out,
and there is an article in the American
Thinker by Daniel John Sobieski, and
it talks about Uranium One. It says:
“Back in July, I called for a criminal
investigation into Hillary Clinton’s
collusion with Russia to turn over con-
trol of 20 percent of our uranium sup-
plies to Russian interests in return for
some $145 million in donation to the
Clinton Foundation. Now it turns out
that there was one, an FBI investiga-
tion dating back to 2009, with current
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosen-
stein and Special Prosecutor Robert
Mueller up to their eyeballs in cov-
ering up evidence of Hillary’s collu-
sion, bordering on treason, with a
Vladimir Putin’s Russia.”

‘“Before the Obama administration
approved a controversial deal in 2010
giving Moscow control of a large swath
of American uranium, the FBI had
gathered substantial evidence that
Russian nuclear industry officials were
engaged in bribery, Kkickbacks, extor-
tion, and money laundering designed to
grow Vladimir Putin’s,” says a report
by the Hill.

John Solomon, Alison Spann of the
Hill, said this:

“Federal agents used a confidential
U.S. witness working inside the Rus-
sian nuclear industry to gather exten-
sive financial records, make secret re-
cordings, and intercept emails as early
as 2009 that showed Moscow had com-
promised an American uranium truck-
ing firm with bribes and kickbacks in
violation of the Foreign Corrupt Prac-
tices Act, FBI and court documents
show.”

So from today’s report, we find out
that the investigation was supervised
by then-U.S. Attorney Rod Rosenstein,
who is now President Trump’s Deputy
Attorney General, and then-Assistant
FBI Director Andrew McCabe, who is
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now the Deputy FBI Director under
President Trump.

Robert Mueller was head of the FBI
from 2001 through September 2013,
until James Comey took over as FBI
Director in 2013. They were both in-
volved in this Russian scam being that
this case started in 2009 and ended in
2015.

Let me insert parenthetically, Mr.
Speaker, I don’t know who rec-
ommended the U.S. attorney inves-
tigating Russian collusion with Hillary
Clinton and with the trucking firm,
with others here in the United States,
but whoever recommended Rod Rosen-
stein to President Trump as Deputy
Attorney General should be fired, who-
ever that was. They are not there to
help President Trump.

Further down, the article says:
“Tuesday, on Fox Business Network,
‘Lou Dobbs Tonight,” Breitbart editor
at large and the author of ‘Clinton
Cash,’ Peter Schweizer said there needs
to be a Federal investigation into the
Russian uranium deal then-Secretary
of State Hillary Clinton’s State De-
partment approved after the Clinton
Foundation receiving $145 million from
the shareholders of Uranium
One.. . .”

So it is rather interesting. The arti-
cle goes on to point out that about the
investigation into Hillary Clinton, and
it points—it quotes from Schweizer,
saying: ‘“A lot of people don’t realize it
now, in parts of the Midwest American
soil is owned by Vladimir Putin’s gov-
ernment because this deal went
through.”

He goes on and makes some inter-
esting observations.

At the conclusion, he says: ‘‘Actu-
ally, we no longer need an investiga-
tion of Hillary Clinton and Uranium
One. This FBI investigation in conjunc-
tion to what we already knew is prima
facie evidence of criminal corruption
and intentionally putting of American
national security at risk for personal
financial gain.”

Then this article from Lee Smith,
March 13, titled, ‘‘Robert Mueller’s
Beltway Cover-Up.”” This points out
that if the deep state here—and it does
cross party lines. They wanted some-
body to effectively cover up all of the
leaks, each one of which is a crime
punishable by time in prison. If the
deep state here in Washington wanted
somebody who could protect all of
these criminals who are working in in-
telligence, or FBI, that regularly leak
information to hurt people who threat-
en their power here in Washington,
then they could not have a better per-
son as special counsel than Robert
Mueller, as overseen by Rod Rosen-
stein.

It points out that ‘‘Mueller took his
job not at the behest of the man who
by all accounts he is likely to profes-
sionally and personally disdain, Donald
Trump, but of the blue-chip Beltway
elite of which he is a charter member.
Deputy Attorney General Rod Rosen-
stein appointed him nearly a year ago
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to lead an investigation without pa-
rameters. That’s because Mueller’s job
is to obscure the abuses of the U.S. sur-
veillance apparatus that occurred
under the Obama administration.

“The fact that someone at the level
of former FBI Director was called in to
sweep up the mess left by bad actors in
the Bureau and Central Intelligence
Agency and other parts of the intel-
ligence bureaucracy suggests that the
problems are even worse than pre-
viously thought. And that means the
constituency from Mueller’s political
intervention is enormous.”’

Mueller is said to believe that the
Eric Prince meeting, the reference
back in January of 2017 with the Rus-
sian banker—that would be well after
the election, obviously—was to set up a
back channel with the Kremlin.
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But that makes no sense. According
to the foundational text of the collu-
sion narrative, the dossier allegedly
written by former British spy Chris-
topher Steele, the Kremlin had cul-
tivated Trump himself for years.

So what is the purpose of a back
channel when, supposedly, Vladimir
Putin already had a key to the front
door of Mar-a-Lago?

Further, the collusion thesis holds
that the Trump circle teamed with
high-level Russian officials for the pur-
pose of winning the 2016 election.

How does a meeting that Erik Prince
had a week before Trump’s inaugura-
tion advance the crooked election vic-
tory plot?

It doesn’t. It contradicts it. Erik
Prince may well be involved with ques-
tionable practices that would make
people’s blood run cold—and he talks
some about Erik Prince—but the idea
that whenever anyone who supported
Trump, or even voted for him, met
with a Russian national, the dish on
the menu was treason is the stuff of
Cold War “B” movies. But it is also
evidence of something more than pros-
ecutorial overreach.

The fact that Mueller has zeroed in
on Prince points to a key motive be-
hind his ongoing investigation. And he
talks about Prince was thrown into the
middle of Russiagate after an April 3,
2017, Washington Post story reported
his meeting with the Russian banker.

But how did anyone know about the
meeting?

After the story came out, Prince said
he was shown specific evidence by
sources from the intelligence commu-
nity that the information was swept up
in the collection of electronic commu-
nications and his identity was un-
masked. The U.S. official or officials
who gave his name to the The Wash-
ington Post broke the law when they
leaked classified information.

Then on further it says Mueller pre-
sumably knows whether Prince’s name
was indeed unmasked and then leaked
to the press, and that the leak was a
crime. Mueller certainly knows that
most of the case he has regarding Rus-
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sian interference in the 2016 election
was built by abuses of the foreign intel-
ligence surveillance apparatus and
other related crimes that are punish-
able with jail time.

The identity of Trump’s short-term
National Security Advisor, Michael
Flynn, was swept up and leaked to the
press in the same way as Prince’s. It
was leaked to the same newspaper, The
Washington Post. As I explained last
week, the identity of Attorney General
Jeff Sessions was also unmasked from
an intelligence intercept and leaked to
The Washington Post. The fact that
the FBI had secured a Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act warrant on
Carter Page was also leaked to The
Washington Post. The warrant on Car-
ter Page was secured on the basis of
findings in the Christopher Steele dos-
sier, an unverified piece of opposition
research paid for by the Clinton cam-
paign and Democratic National Com-
mittee.

As Director of the FBI during the
post-9/11 period, when foreign intel-
ligence surveillance and its abuses
made regular, front-page headlines,
Mueller knows exactly how the system
can be abused and what the penalties
are. He also recognizes that Russiagate
is evidence of how it was abused and
who abused it, including some of the
same people he worked with during his
12-year tenure as FBI Director.

The purpose of the Mueller inquiry
is, therefore, not to investigate the
most ludicrously seeming charges in
the Christopher Steele dossier, but to
protect the institution of the FBI,
former colleagues, as well as the Na-
tional Security Surveillance System.
Therefore, the inquiry has to cover up
the sinful origins of the collusion nar-
rative itself, which was borne in re-
peated abuses of power and subsequent
crimes committed by U.S. officials in
the intelligence bureaucracy and the
Obama administration.

So, Mr. Speaker, regardless of what
anybody thinks of President Donald
Trump—and I know there are some Re-
publicans who are unhappy that he was
elected President and want him gone at
all costs. And I know that most of the
Democrats I know, it just grieves them
to no end that he was elected; they
want him gone at all costs. But at
some point Members of Congress in the
House and Senate have got to wake up
to the fact that we have crimes being
committed in the FBI and in our intel-
ligence apparatus. There are people
who are being paid with government
checks who are out to destroy people
who disagree with their power grabs
and their crimes.

This article points out Mueller’s in-
vestigation has got to drag on as long
as necessary to prevent any of the peo-
ple who have committed the crimes of
leaking and other crimes—leaking,
lying, perjury, obstructing justice, try-
ing to create an insurance policy to
take out a sitting President of the
United States. It is time we wake up.

When elected officials in this city
have to fear for their political lives by
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people who they have given power in
the FBI, DOJ, CIA, NSA, then the sys-
tem is broken. It is out of control. And
it is how you lose a democratic repub-
lic like we have, or like we used to
have. It is time to get it under control.

Mueller is not the answer. He is the
problem. He is the poster child for the
problem that he has created during his
entire tenure. And if he had any de-
cency, he would have never accepted
this special prosecution on anything
involving Russia because he had been
involved in that investigation and be-
cause he remained silent or perhaps
spoke up to keep it hush-hush.

But he and Rosenstein both, they
should have stopped the sale of 20 per-
cent of our uranium to a national
enemy. Apparently the Obama admin-
istration was so intent on that reset
because they felt like, you Kknow,
George W. Bush just overreacted; all
Putin did was invade Georgia, one
country invading another smaller,
weaker country. They felt like Bush
overreacted and said: You shouldn’t be
doing this; put some sanctions in place.

So they wanted to show: We are just
fine with you invading adjoining coun-
tries. Maybe even those that don’t ad-
join. But, sure, at least adjoining coun-
tries.

Whether they knew it or not, they
gave the green light to Putin to invade
Crimea, to invade Ukraine. And they
gave the green light—they had to know
this, because it was part of what they
did—to the sale of 20 percent of our
uranium to a country that most re-
cently had its dictatorial leader brag-
ging that he had missiles that he could
put those nukes on that the United
States couldn’t stop. And those nukes
can be tipped—at least 20 percent of
them—with what Hillary Clinton,

Mueller, Rosenstein had to Dbe
complicit in giving them, in letting
them have.

This is serious stuff. But until the
leakers and the abusers of our intel-
ligence system are brought to justice,
then nobody who believes in represent-
ative government is safe. We end up
like China, like Russia, where you are
scared to death of the people behind
the scenes, behind the government, or
even the dictatorial leader because you
know they made you and they can de-
stroy you.

And when the free press is not free,
they are complicit in the assisting of
the committing of crimes by gladly ac-
cepting the leaks, publishing them to
complete the crime, we are in big trou-
ble.

So I would say, if Mueller had any de-
cency, he would just resign. And he
doesn’t even have to explain how wrong
it was for him to accept the appoint-
ment. I had hoped that the damage he
did to the FBI would have come to an
end when his 10 years were up. But, oh,
no. President Obama was so thrilled
with the things he was doing, he ex-
tended his term 2 years and pushed it
through Congress.

People wouldn’t listen to me when I
said: Oh, no, this is not a guy you want
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for 2 more years. He has done enough
damage.

And any Republican who says, ‘‘Oh,
he will be fair,” is either desperately
wanting President Trump gone or is in-
tentionally ignoring the facts of
Mueller’s background from the days as
the assistant U.S. attorney in charge of
crime in Boston, up through the
present.

There are a lot of innocent people
who lie in his wake. Some of them got
multimillion-dollar settlements for the
damage Mueller did to them, but most
didn’t even get an apology. Mueller
couldn’t be bothered with how many
millions were paid out in Boston be-
cause of what he oversaw. He couldn’t
be bothered with the $5.8 million that
was paid to Hatfill because the FBI,
under Mueller, and under his direction,
apparently—from what the article said,
he took direct oversight over the
Hatfill investigation, assuring, when
there was no evidence that he com-
mitted any wrong, that he was still the
one.

It is time that Mueller’s investiga-
tion come to an end. I think Lee Smith
had it right. I think the article by Dan-
iel John Sobieski had things right. We
have already had an investigation of
Russian collusion, and it was done by
U.S. Attorney Rod Rosenstein and FBI
Director Robert Mueller, and they shut
her down, shut up the information so
the Clinton Foundation could be the
beneficiary. And goodness’ sake, they
were big-time beneficiaries.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. POE of Texas (at the request of
Mr. McCARTHY) for today on account of
personal reasons.

Mr. JONES (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today and the balance
of the week on account of the need to
be with his wife of 51 years, who is un-
dergoing surgery, and to care for her
during the initial stages of her recov-
ery.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois (at the
request of Ms. PELOSI) for today and
March 20.

———————

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on March 15, 2018, she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill.

H.R. 1177. To direct the Secretary of Agri-
culture to release on behalf of the United
States the condition that certain lands con-
veyed to the City of Old Town, Maine, be
used for a municipal airport, and for other
purposes.

——

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.
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The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 44 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order and pur-
suant to House Resolution 788, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, March 20, 2018, at 10 a.m., for
morning-hour debate, as a further
mark of respect to the memory of the

late Honorable LOUISE MCINTOSH
SLAUGHTER.
———
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4288. A letter from the Acting Congres-
sional Review Coordinator, Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Viruses, Serums, Toxins,
and Analogous Products; Expiration Date
Required for Serial and Subserials and De-
termination of Expiration Date of Product
[Docket No.: APHIS-2009-0028] (RIN: 0579-
ADO06) received March 15, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Ag-
riculture.

4289. A letter from the Acting Congres-
sional Review Coordinator, Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Importation of Cam-
panula spp. Plants for Planting in Approved
Growing Media From Denmark Into the
United States [Docket No.: APHIS-2016-0051]
(RIN: 0579-AE31) received March 15, 2018, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Agriculture.

4290. A letter from the Director, National
Institute of Food Agriculture, Office of
Grants and Financial Management, Depart-
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Hispanic-Serving Ag-
ricultural Colleges and Universities (HSACU)
Certification Process (RIN: 0524-AA39) re-
ceived March 14, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Agriculture.

4291. A letter from the Assistant Secretary,
Legislative Affairs, Department of Defense,
transmitting a draft of proposed legislation,
titled the ‘‘National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2019”’; to the Committee
on Armed Services.

4292. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Deposit Insurance Corporation, transmitting
the Corporation’s 2017 Merger Decisions Re-
port, pursuant to Sec. 18(c)(9) of the Federal
Deposit Insurance Act; to the Committee on
Financial Services.

4293. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel, Division of Regulatory Services, Of-
fice of the General Counsel, Department of
Education, transmitting the Department’s
final regulations — Student Assistance Gen-
eral Provisions, Federal Perkins Loan Pro-
gram, Federal Family Education Loan Pro-
gram, William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan
Program, and Teacher Education Assistance
for College and Higher Education Grant Pro-
gram [Docket ID: ED-2017-OPE-0112] (RIN:
1840-AD28) received February 28, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce.

4294. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Trinexapac-ethyl; Pesticide
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0365; FRL-
9973-20] received March 14, 2018, pursuant to 5
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