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The bill expands the role of the pro-

gram to include being a repository of 
best practices relevant to fusion center 
activities, including cybersecurity. 
This is a commonsense bill that should 
help strengthen the Nation’s ability to 
prevent and protect against terrorist 
attacks and other Homeland Security 
relevant events. 

Earlier this month, this legislation 
was passed out of the Committee on 
Homeland Security by a voice vote. I 
would like to thank Chairman MCCAUL 
and Mr. GALLAGHER for cosponsoring 
this legislation. I urge all my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
5099, the Enhancing DHS’ Fusion Cen-
ter Technical Assistance Program Act. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5099 would author-
ize the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s existing fusion center technical 
assistance program. Currently, there 
are 79 fusion centers operating in the 
United States. Each fusion center re-
lies on the DHS to help assist with in-
telligence products and information- 
sharing activities, terrorism preven-
tion initiatives, and Homeland Secu-
rity grant programs. 

This bill seeks to solidify engage-
ment between representatives at the 
fusion centers with their partners in 
the departments like FEMA and the 
DHS intelligence branch. Specifically, 
the program provides technical assist-
ance on topics like best practices for 
information sharing regarding threats 
and operating a fusion center. 

By codifying this existing program, 
H.R. 5099 seeks to strengthen the DHS’ 
partnership with fusion centers to en-
sure that they are well-positioned to 
address a wide range of diverse security 
threats that may emerge. 

The bill passed committee unani-
mously and would amend the Home-
land Security Act of 2002. I urge my 
colleagues to support this measure. 

Mr. Speaker, the security and well- 
being of our country is dependent upon 
the timely sharing of threat informa-
tion between our law enforcement and 
intelligence personnel. 

Importantly, one of the key areas 
where the DHS will provide expertise 
to fusion centers under H.R. 5099 is 
with respect to the protection of pri-
vacy, civil rights, and civil liberties. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly encourage 
my colleagues to support H.R. 5099, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 
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Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
the ranking member for his support on 
this legislation. I would once again 
urge my colleagues to support this 
commonsense bill, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
JOHNSON of Ohio). The question is on 
the motion offered by the gentleman 
from Kansas (Mr. ESTES) that the 
House suspend the rules and pass the 
bill, H.R. 5099. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

VEHICULAR TERRORISM 
PREVENTION ACT OF 2018 

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 4227) to require the Secretary 
of Homeland Security to examine what 
actions the Department of Homeland 
Security is undertaking to combat the 
threat of vehicular terrorism, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 4227 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Vehicular 
Terrorism Prevention Act of 2018’’. 
SEC. 2. STRATEGY ON VEHICULAR TERRORISM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than six months 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall— 

(1) assess the activities the Department of 
Homeland Security is undertaking to sup-
port emergency response providers and the 
private sector to prevent, mitigate, and re-
spond to the threat of vehicular terrorism; 
and 

(2) based on such assessment, develop and 
submit to the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate a strategy to 
improve the Department’s efforts to support 
the efforts of emergency response providers 
and the private sector to prevent, mitigate, 
and respond to such threat. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The strategy required 
under subsection (a) shall include the fol-
lowing: 

(1) An examination of the current threat of 
vehicular terrorism. 

(2) Methods to improve Department of 
Homeland Security information sharing ac-
tivities with emergency response providers 
and the private sector regarding best prac-
tices to prevent, mitigate, and respond to 
the increasing threat of vehicular terrorism. 

(3) Training activities the Department can 
provide, including possible exercises, for 
emergency response providers to prevent and 
respond to the threat of vehicular terrorism. 

(4) Any additional activities the Secretary 
of Homeland Security recommends to pre-
vent, mitigate, and respond to the threat of 
vehicular terrorism. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) EMERGENCY RESPONSE PROVIDERS.—The 

term ‘‘emergency response providers’’ has 
the meaning given such term in section 2(6) 
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 
U.S.C. 101(6)). 

(2) VEHICULAR TERRORISM.—The term ‘‘ve-
hicular terrorism’’ means any action that 
utilizes automotive transportation to inflict 
violence and intimidation on individuals for 
a political purpose. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 

Kansas (Mr. ESTES) and the gentleman 
from Mississippi (Mr. THOMPSON) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kansas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
4227, the Vehicular Terrorism Preven-
tion Act, introduced by the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. LATTA). 

H.R. 4227 requires the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to examine the 
threat of vehicular terrorism and de-
velop a strategy to improve DHS sup-
port for the efforts of emergency re-
sponders and the private sector to pre-
vent, mitigate, and respond to such a 
threat. 

Terror groups, including ISIS and al- 
Qaida, have urged supporters to carry 
out attacks in their home countries 
using any means necessary, including 
vehicle ramming. Terrorists and in-
spired homegrown extremists have 
heeded this directive and have carried 
out vehicle-based attacks in the past 
several years, including in France, 
England, Spain, Ohio, and, most re-
cently, New York City. 

The majority of prevention, mitiga-
tion, and response activities related to 
vehicle attacks are carried out by first 
responders and the private sector. DHS 
has existing resources and programs 
that can be better utilized to prepare 
frontline personnel in local commu-
nities to address this threat. This in-
cludes guidance related to the use of 
existing grant programs, increased in-
formation sharing, promoting sus-
picious activity reporting, increasing 
available exercises and training pro-
grams, dedicated research and develop-
ment targeting mitigation measures, 
and utilizing critical infrastructure 
protection programs for vehicle ram-
ming prevention. 

H.R. 4227, the Vehicular Terrorism 
Prevention Act, requires the Secretary 
to develop a plan on how to improve 
and increase those capabilities. This 
bill passed by voice vote in the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security in early 
March. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Rep-
resentative LATTA for his work on this 
important measure, and I urge my col-
leagues to support the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
4227, the Vehicular Terrorism Preven-
tion Act of 2018. 
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Mr. Speaker, terror groups have 

urged their supporters to carry out 
acts of violence by any means nec-
essary, including by ramming a vehicle 
into a crowd. In fact, both ISIS and al- 
Qaida have published propaganda en-
couraging such vehicle-based terrorist 
attacks. 

Sadly, over the past few years, vehi-
cle-based terrorist attacks have been 
carried out at home and abroad, taking 
the lives and injuring too many inno-
cent people. One of the most shocking 
attacks was carried out on July 14, 
2016, when a truck plowed into a crowd 
celebrating France’s Independence 
Day, which resulted in the deaths of 86 
people and injured nearly 500. 

More recently, in October of 2017, a 
driver took the lives of eight people 
when he purposely careened his truck 
into a path in Lower Manhattan that 
was full of pedestrians and cyclists. 

This tactic has not confined itself to 
one ideological group. On August 12, 
2017, a self-professed neo-Nazi drove his 
car into a crowd of counterprotestors 
demonstrating the march held by alt- 
right activists in Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia. The attack killed Heather D. 
Heyer and injured 35 others. 

Just this month, a former Marine 
Corps reservist rammed his pickup 
truck into a convenience store in Wat-
son, Louisiana. Later, we learned that 
he mistakenly believed the store was 
owned by Muslims. 

To address this emerging threat, H.R. 
4227 would require the Department of 
Homeland Security to report to Con-
gress on support provided to emergency 
responders and private sector partners 
to counter the threat of vehicle-based 
attacks. 

Mr. Speaker, I support this timely 
legislation and believe that enactment 
would improve DHS’ efforts to prevent 
and reduce impacts of such attacks. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this measure, and I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA), 
the sponsor of the bill. 

Mr. LATTA. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding time to me. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my legislation, H.R. 4227, the Vehic-
ular Terrorism Prevention Act. 

This bipartisan legislation requires 
the Secretary of Homeland Security to 
assess the activities the Department is 
undertaking to combat the threat of 
vehicular terrorism and submit a strat-
egy to Congress on its findings and rec-
ommendations. 

Over the past several years, I have 
been alarmed with the increased fre-
quency that terrorists in Europe and 
around the world have used vehicles— 
oftentimes, rental vans or trucks—to 
commit heinous acts of violence. From 
Paris to Barcelona and Jerusalem to 
London, at least 138 people have been 
killed and countless others injured be-
cause of these attacks. 

With the October attack in New York 
City showing that these extremist 

groups will not hesitate to carry out 
the same attack on American soil, it is 
critical that the Department of Home-
land Security is doing their due dili-
gence regarding this threat. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation would 
specifically require DHS to assess the 
activities the Department is under-
taking to support emergency response 
providers and the private sector to pre-
vent, mitigate, and respond to the 
threat of vehicular terrorism. 

Within 6 months of the bill’s enact-
ment, the Department must complete 
this assessment and submit to Con-
gress a strategy that includes an exam-
ination of the current threat of vehic-
ular terrorism, methods to improve in-
formation-sharing activities with 
emergency first responders and the pri-
vate sector, and training activities the 
Department can undertake to prevent 
and prepare to respond to these at-
tacks. The Secretary must also include 
any additional activities that DHS rec-
ommends to address the threat of ve-
hicular terrorism. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man MCCAUL, Ranking Member THOMP-
SON, Representative DONOVAN, and the 
entire House Homeland Security Com-
mittee for their work in advancing this 
bill to the House floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join with me in taking the next step to 
addressing this dangerous threat by 
passing H.R. 4227. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. Speaker, the emergence of lone 
wolves who choose to ram vehicles into 
innocent people to advance their vio-
lent ideologies is a modern-day home-
land security challenge. As threats to 
our homeland continue to evolve and 
as violent extremists continue to ex-
ploit soft targets, the risk to innocent 
bystanders grows. We must do our part 
to ensure that first responders in our 
cities, towns, and all places of living 
throughout the country have access to 
the necessary resources to keep them-
selves safe and secure. This legislation 
seeks to ensure that DHS does all it 
can to support such efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also note that 
this bill complements H.R. 5131, which 
is also being considered today and 
which directs DHS to disseminate best 
practices to stakeholders regarding 
ways to enhance transportation secu-
rity against the threat of vehicle-based 
attacks. 

Mr. Speaker, I strongly encourage 
my colleagues to support H.R. 4227, and 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank 
Ranking Member THOMPSON. 

I once again urge my fellow col-
leagues to support this bill, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr. 
ESTES) that the House suspend the 

rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4227, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ESTES of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

DHS FIELD ENGAGEMENT 
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 5079) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to require the De-
partment of Homeland Security to de-
velop an engagement strategy with fu-
sion centers, and for other purposes, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 5079 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘DHS Field 
Engagement Accountability Act’’. 
SEC. 2. ENGAGEMENT STRATEGY WITH FUSION 

CENTERS. 
Section 210A of the Homeland Security Act 

of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 124h) is amended by— 
(1) redesigning subsections (j) and (k) as 

subsections (k) and (l), respectively; and 
(2) inserting after subsection (i) the fol-

lowing new subsection: 
‘‘(j) FUSION CENTER INFORMATION SHARING 

STRATEGY.—Not later than one year after 
the date of the enactment of this subsection, 
the Secretary shall develop and update at 
least once every five years a strategy for De-
partment engagement with fusion centers. 
Such strategy shall be developed and up-
dated in consultation with the heads of intel-
ligence components of the Department, the 
Chief Privacy Officer of the Department, the 
Officer for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties of 
the Department, officials of fusion centers, 
officers designated as Homeland Security 
Advisors, and the heads of other relevant 
agencies, as appropriate. Such strategy shall 
include the following: 

‘‘(1) Specific goals and objectives for shar-
ing information and engaging with fusion 
centers— 

‘‘(A) through the direct deployment of per-
sonnel from intelligence components of the 
Department; 

‘‘(B) through the use of Department un-
classified and classified information sharing 
systems, including the Homeland Security 
Information Sharing Network and the Home-
land Secure Data Network, or any successor 
systems; and 

‘‘(C) through any additional means. 
‘‘(2) The performance metrics to be used to 

measure success in achieving the goals and 
objectives referred to in paragraph (1). 

‘‘(3) A five-year plan for continued engage-
ment with fusion centers.’’. 
SEC. 3. OFFICE OF INTELLIGENCE AND ANALYSIS 

FIELD PERSONNEL SUPPORT TO FU-
SION CENTERS. 

(a) PERFORMANCE METRICS.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Under Secretary for Intel-
ligence and Analysis of the Department of 
Homeland Security shall— 
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