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enshrines minority preferences and mi-
nority control against majority public
opinion.

Now, I hasten to say, of course, we
have got a bill of rights, so what we are
talking about is not allowing the ma-
jority to trample the constitutional
rights of the minority. What is hap-
pening here is that a political minority
is trampling the policy rights of the
majority so that the majority policy
preferences of the American people and
of Congress are being stymied by virtue
of minority control in this body.

O 1700

Now, this is something that our dis-
tinguished and thoughtful colleagues
on the other side of the aisle can fix.
They can say they are no longer going
to abide by that rule. They will allow
us to have a hearing on a universal
criminal background check. They will
allow us to have a hearing on whether
the government can negotiate for lower
prescription drug prices. They will
allow us to have a hearing on the
Dream Act, and they will allow us to
have a vote on it.

We are not saying everybody has got
to agree. They have got the right to
vote against it. But doesn’t the minor-
ity at least have a right to a vote on
those issues which reflect the massive
policy preferences of the American peo-
ple?

Don’t we think that has got some-
thing to do with the very low esteem
within which we are held by the Amer-
ican people today? That, when it is
very clear what almost all Americans
want, we cannot legislate their pref-
erences into law?

Mr. Speaker, in Federalist Paper No.
10, Madison told us that the problem of
democracy is the problem of faction.
And right now we have got a tiny mi-
nority faction driving the entire train
of government, and there is not enough
space, there is not enough room, for
the will of the people to govern.

That is why America is disenchanted
with the leadership of Congress and
what is happening here. We are seeing
it in election results around the coun-
try. We are seeing it in public opinion
polls. We are seeing it in marches and
rallies and walkouts all over the coun-
try, and that is good.

Because in their wisdom, the Found-
ers also gave us the First Amendment,
which gave the people a right to peti-
tion for redress of grievances, a right
to assemble, as the young people as-
sembled yesterday on the lawn of the
Capitol building and in front of the
White House.

It gives us the right of free press so
we can write about what is actually
taking place here in Congress. It gives
us a right against establishment of re-
ligion and for free exercise of religion.
It gives everybody the right of free
speech so we can talk about what is
going on.

The Founders never guaranteed us
perfection. Madison said, if people were
perfect, we wouldn’t need government
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in the first place. But they gave us a
structure within which we could im-
prove things, reform things, and make
things better.

Yet, the Members of Congress who
are now in charge, in the driver’s seat,
are blocking off the hall. They are
thwarting progress across the board on
everything from prescription drug
prices to the ban on assault weapons
and a universal criminal/mental back-
ground check, and to the Dreamers.
The American people are increasingly
unsatisfied and frustrated with this sit-
uation.

So I come back, finally, to the re-
sponsibility of each one of us who has
been entrusted with the high honor and
responsibility of coming to Congress.

Madam Speaker, the original demo-
cratic philosophers distinguished be-
tween sovereignty and government.
Government is just the people who go
to do the job. Sovereignty belongs al-
ways with the people. We the people.

That is why the right of free speech
and protest and assembly are so crit-
ical. That is where the people come to-
gether and tell us what they want; the
right to come to the town meetings, to
call us up, to email us, and so on.

But we have got a high responsi-
bility. Those of us who aspire and at-
tain to public office are nothing but
the servants of the people. There are no
kings here. There are no queens here.
There are no titles of nobility in the
United States of America. It is in the
Constitution. We have no slaves here.
We have no serfs here. Just equal citi-
zens, all of us. Those of us who get into
public office are acting as the servants
of those people we are sent here to rep-
resent.

Madam Speaker, our people want us
to get past all of the procedural obsta-
cles and choke holds that have been
put up here at the behest of big money
and big special interests, and they
want us to get a job done.

Let us start with these three things,
which the vast overwhelming majority
of the American people—Democrats,
Republicans, Independents alike, ev-
erybody—agree we need:

A universal criminal/mental back-
ground check on firearm purchases in
America. We need to give the govern-
ment the power to negotiate in Medi-
care for lower drug prices for our peo-
ple so our mothers and fathers and
grandparents can get the prescription
drugs they need at affordable prices.
We need to pass a Dream Act so we can
deal with the crisis situation of hun-
dreds of thousands of young people
whose lives have been thrown into
limbo over the last year.

We can do those things. We can make
that happen.

Madam Speaker, I would invite you
or any other Member of Congress to re-
spond. I reach out in a spirit of open-
ness, affection, and, as much as pos-
sible, transpartisanship to say: We
have got to get America moving in the
right direction again.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.
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FURTHER MESSAGE FROM THE
SENATE

A further message from the Senate
by Ms. Lasky, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate has passed
with an amendment in which the con-
currence of the House is requested, a
bill of the House of the following title:

H.R. 3210. An act to require the Director of
the National Background Investigations Bu-
reau to submit a report on the backlog of
personnel security clearance investigations,
and for other purposes.

A message also announced that the
Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence
of the House is requested:

S. 1869. An act to reauthorize and rename
the position of Whistleblower Ombudsman to
be the Whistleblower Protection Coordi-
nator.

————

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 1177. An act to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to release on behalf of the
United States the condition that certain
lands conveyed to the City of Old Town,
Maine, be used for a municipal airport, and
for other purposes.

———

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:

S. 188. An act to amend title 31, United
States Code, to prohibit the use of Federal
funds for the costs of painting portraits of
officers and employees of the Federal Gov-
ernment, and for other purposes.

S. 324. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the provision of
adult day health care services for veterans.

———

BILLS PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on March 13, 2018, she
presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bills.

H.R. 3893. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 100
Mathe Avenue in Interlachen, Florida, as the
“Robert H. Jenkins, Jr. Post Office’’.

H.R. 4042. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1415
West Oak Street, in Kissimmee, Florida, as
the ‘“‘Borinqueneers Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 4285. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 123
Bridgeton Pike in Mullica Hill, New Jersey,
as the ‘“‘James C. ‘Billy’ Johnson Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 3821. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 430
Main Street in Clermont, Georgia, as the
“Zack T. Addington Post Office”.

H.R. 3638. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1100
Kings Road in Jacksonville, Florida, as the
“Rutledge Pearson Post Office Building’’.

H.R. 3655. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1300
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Main Street in Belmar, New Jersey, as the
“Dr. Walter S. McAfee Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 3369. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 225
North Main Street in Spring Lake, North
Carolina, as the ‘“‘Howard B. Pate, Jr. Post
Office”’.

H.R. 3109. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1114
North 2nd Street in Chillicothe, Illinois, as
the ““Sr. Chief Ryan Owens Post Office Build-
ing”’.

H.R. 2815. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 30
East Somerset Street in Raritan, New Jer-
sey, as the ‘“Gunnery Sergeant John
Basilone Post Office’.

H.R. 2873. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 207
Glenside Avenue in Wyncote, Pennsylvania,
as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Peter Taub Post Of-
fice Building”’.

H.R. 2464. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 25
New Chardon Street Lobby in Boston, Massa-
chusetts, as the ‘“‘John Fitzgerald Kennedy
Post Office”.

H.R. 2672. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 520
Carter Street in Fairview, Illinois, as the
“Sgt. Douglas J. Riney Post Office”.

H.R. 2254. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 2635
Napa Street in Vallejo, California, as the
“Janet Capello Post Office Building’’.

H.R. 2302. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 259
Nassau Street, Suite 2 in Princeton, New
Jersey, as the ‘“Dr. John F. Nash, Jr. Post
Office’’.

H.R. 1858. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 4514
Williamson Trail in Liberty, Pennsylvania,
as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Ryan Scott Ostrom
Post Office”.

H.R. 1988. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 1730
18th Street in Bakersfield, California, as the
‘“‘Merle Haggard Post Office Building’’.

H.R. 1208. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 9155
Schaefer Road, Converse, Texas, as the ““‘Con-
verse Veterans Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 294. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 2700
Cullen Boulevard in Pearland, Texas, as the
“Endy Nddiobong Ekpanya Post Office
Building”’.

H.R. 452. To designate the facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 324
West Saint Louis Street in Pacific, Missouri,
as the ‘““‘Specialist Jeffrey L. White, Jr. Post
Office”.

——
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. RASKIN. Madam Speaker, I
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 5 o’clock and 7 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until Monday, March 19, 2018,
at noon for morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4272. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, National Organic Program, Agricul-
tural Marketing Service, Department of Ag-
riculture, transmitting the Department’s
final rule — National Organic Program

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

(NOP); Organic Livestock and Poultry Prac-
tices [Document Number: AMS-NOP-15-0012;
NOP-15-06] (RIN: 0581-ADT75) received March
14, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Agriculture.

4273. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Rural Housing Service, Department
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s direct final rule — Truth in Lending
— Real Estate Settlement Procedures (RIN:
05675-AD11) received March 14, 2018, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Financial Services.

4274. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final priorities and definitions — Sec-
retary’s Final Supplemental Priorities and
Definitions for Discretionary Grant Pro-
grams [Docket ID: ED-2017-0S-0078] (RIN:
1894-A A09) received February 28, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Education and the Workforce.

4275. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting the Department’s final rule — Food
Additives Permitted in Feed and Drinking
Water of Animals; Silicon Dioxide as a Car-
rier for Flavors [Docket No.: FDA-2017-F-
5528] received March 14, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

4276. A letter from the Deputy Bureau
Chief, Public Safety and Homeland Security
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis-
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final
rule — Wireless Emergency Alerts [PS Dock-
et No.: 15-91]; Amendments to Part 11 of the
Commission’s Rules Regarding the Emer-
gency Alert System [PS Docket No.: 15-94]
received February 28, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

4277. A letter from the Deputy Chief, Legal
Policy, Auctions and Spectrum Access Divi-
sion, Wireless Telecommunications Bureau,
Federal Communications Commission, trans-
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Con-
nect America Fund Phase IT Auction Sched-
uled for July 24, 2018; Notice and Filing Re-
quirements and Other Procedures for Auc-
tion 903 [AU Docket No.: 17-182] [WC Docket
No.: 10-90] received March 14, 2018, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

4278. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting two (2) notifications of a nomina-
tion, and an action on nomination, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 1561(b);
(112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

4279. A letter from the Deputy White House
Liaison, Department of Education, transmit-
ting eighteen (18) notifications of a federal
vacancy, designation of acting officer, nomi-
nation, action on nomination, change in pre-
viously submitted reported information, or
discontinuation of service in acting role,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-
277, 1561(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

4280. A letter from the Chairman, National
Transportation Safety Board, transmitting
the Board’s FY 2017 No FEAR Act report,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law
107-174, 203(a) (as amended by Public Law 109-
435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

4281. A letter from the Acting Director,
U.S. Government Publishing Office, trans-
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mitting the Office’s Annual Report for fiscal
year ending September 30, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on House Administration.

4282. A letter from the Deputy AA for Reg-
ulatory Programs, Office of Protected Re-
sources, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, transmitting the Adminis-
tration’s final rule — Taking and Importing
Marine Mammals; Taking Marine Mammals
Incidental to Testing and Training Activities
Conducted in the Eglin Gulf Test and Train-
ing Range in the Gulf of Mexico [Docket No.:
170831846-8105-02] (RIN: 0648-BH21) received
March 14, 2018, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources.

4283. A letter from the Assistant Attorney
General, Office of Legislative Affairs, De-
partment of Justice, transmitting a report
titled, ‘“‘Department of Justice Activities
Under the Civil Rights of Institutionalized
Persons Act Fiscal Year 2017, pursuant to 28
U.S.C. 522(a); Public Law 89-554, Sec. 4(c) (as
amended by Public Law 94-273, Sec. 19); (80
Stat. 615); to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

4284. A letter from the Acting Director, Of-
fice of Surface Mining Reclamation and En-
forcement, Department of the Interior,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Civil Monetary Penalty Inflation Adjust-
ments [Docket No.: OSM-2017-0012; S1D1S
SS08011000 SX064A000 189S180110; S2D2S
SS08011000 SX064A00 18XS501520] (RIN: 1029-
ACT5) received March 9, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

4285. A letter from the Deputy General
Counsel, Office of General Counsel, Small
Business Administration, transmitting the
Administration’s final rule — Civil Monetary
Penalties Inflation Adjustments (RIN: 3245-
AG96) received March 9, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

4286. A letter from the Acting Adminis-
trator, Federal Aviation Administration, De-
partment of Transportation, transmitting
the Department’s report to Congress titled,
‘““‘Assistance Provided to Foreign Aviation
Authorities for FY 2017°, pursuant to 49
U.S.C. 40113(e)(4); Public Law 103-272, Sec.
1(e) (as amended by Public Law 112-95, Sec.
207); (126 Stat. 39); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

4287. A letter from the Reg. Policy Dev.
Coord., Office of Regulation Policy and Man-
agement, Office of the Secretary (00REG),
Department of Veterans Affairs, transmit-
ting the Department’s final rule — Revise
and Streamline VA Acquisition Regulation
to Adhere to Federal Acquisition Regulation
Principles (VAAR Case 2014-V002) (RIN: 2900-
AP82) received February 28, 2018, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 4566. A bill to amend the
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Con-
sumer Protection Act to provide relief to
nonbanks from certain stress test require-
ments under such Act; with an amendment
(Rept. 115-601). Referred to the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the Union.
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