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seriousness of the jurisdiction have made it
an experience I will treasure.

When I became Chairperson of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Reform
I knew I would not be able to keep all other
committee assignments to include Judiciary,
Intelligence and Ethics. Four committee as-
signments, including a Chairmanship, is a
challenging workload.

I was happy to finish out the calendar year
and conclude some matters then pending be-
fore the Committee.

Accordingly, I tender my resignation from
the House Ethics Committee pending your
designation of a replacement. Thank you
again for this opportunity and thank you to
my colleagues on the Committee for their
hard work and friendship.

Sincerely,
TREY GOWDY,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.
There was no objection.
———

ELECTING MEMBERS TO CERTAIN
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, by direction
of the House Republican Conference, I
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 685

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
bers be, and are hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committees of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES: Mr. Jody
B. Hice of Georgia.

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET: Mr. Womack,
Chair.

COMMITTEE ON ETHICS: Mrs. Mimi Walters
of California.

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, ranked as follows on
the following standing committee of the
House of Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET: Mrs.
after Mr. Womack.

Ms. FOXX (during the reading). Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
the resolution be considered as read.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina?

There was no objection.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Black,

—————
SPOTLIGHT ON RURAL AMERICA

(Mr. ALLEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to thank President Trump for
shining a big, beautiful spotlight on
rural America.

My district has 17 rural counties, and
for far too long, our hardworking farm-
ers in these communities have felt for-
gotten by past Presidents. But thanks
to the Trump administration’s new
policies and renewed support, that is
no longer the case.

This week, President Trump high-
lighted rural America when he ad-
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dressed the American Farm Bureau
Federation’s national convention,
making him the first President to do so
since George H.W. Bush in 1992.

In his address, President Trump
pledged to work with Congress to pass
the farm bill on time, critical legisla-
tion that supports our farmers. I am a
proud member of the House Agri-
culture Committee, and we have al-
ready been hard at work crafting this
year’s legislation.

The President also signed an execu-
tive order expanding access to rural
broadband. In today’s world, broadband
is not a luxury; it is critical and a ne-
cessity. My constituents need acces-
sible, affordable rural broadband in
their homes, schools, and businesses. It
is critical for economic development.

President Trump is implementing
concrete solutions to make a difference
for my constituents in rural Georgia as
well as Americans across this Nation.
Together with the Trump administra-
tion and my colleagues in Congress, I
will continue my hard work to ensure
that rural America is never forgotten.

————
0 1200

SUPPORTING TEMPORARY PRO-
TECTED STATUS DESIGNATION
FOR EL SALVADORANS

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to speak against this admin-
istration’s choice to end the temporary
protective status designation for El
Salvador. Because of this disheartening
and potentially dangerous decision,
200,000 people who have been legally
living and working in the United
States will be forced to go back to a
country they don’t know, a country
that still hasn’t fully recovered from
the devastating earthquakes but is in
the grips of widespread gang violence
with one of the world’s highest murder
rates. These families have chosen to
stay here.

In my district, the TPS recipients
from El Salvador have become in-
grained and embedded in our commu-
nities. They are longtime loyal em-
ployees; they have started families;
they have started businesses; and yes,
they pay taxes. If they are removed,
our country would lose over $100 billion
over the next decade, billions would be
lost from Social Security and Medicare
contributions, and employers would ex-
perience hundreds of millions in turn-
over costs.

Congress should right this wrong and
pass the American Promise Act so that
these TPS recipients can continue to
work and live in our communities and
contribute to our country.

———————

VENEZUELA’S GROWING
HUMANITARIAN CRISIS

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Madam Speaker,
I rise today to draw attention to a
growing humanitarian crisis, one that
is often forgotten in news around the
world. Venezuela is suffering through a
collapse of its economy and Ven-
ezuela’s children are starving to death.

According to a recent media report,
the number of cases of severe malnutri-
tion has nearly tripled in the years
since the economic collapse, and doc-
tors believe that 2018 will be even
worse.

The Venezuelan Government has
taken pains to hide the impact that the
collapse has had on its population and
the role their own repressive policies
have played, but the recent statistics
tell the true story. From 2012 to 2015,
the mortality rate of infants under 4
weeks old has increased tenfold.

In 2016, 11,446 children under the age
of 1 year old have died, an increase of
30 percent. Families and children now
dig through trash in the hopes of find-
ing food. This is a crisis we cannot turn
a blind eye to. We must work together
to address it. I urge my colleagues to
keep this at the forefront of our consid-
eration.

———

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT
ABOUT TAX BY HOLDING TAX
TEACH

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise to set the record
straight about the Trump-Republican
tax scam recently signed into law.

Middle-income and working people in
Georgia would see a minimal gain, and
eventually they will see their taxes go
up, while the richest 1 percent of Geor-
gians will get an annual tax cut of
$83,000.

In fact, Georgia millionaires could
receive a cut of more than $130,000 a
year. In fact, the Trump-Republican
tax cut bestows 83 percent of the $5.5
trillion tax cut to the wealthiest 1 per-
cent who don’t even need it, while
blowing a $1.5 trillion hole in the Na-
tion’s debt.

That is obscene, and that is why I am
holding a tax teach this Saturday in
my district to communicate with my
constituents about what this tax scam
means to them, what it means for their
families, and what it means for jobs
and economic growth.

——

EXPRESSING DISAPPOINTMENT IN
THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my disappointment in
the Democratic Party and to express
my concern for the safety and security
of the American people.
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It has become evident that Demo-
cratic leaders and the rest of their
party are more interested in protecting
illegal immigrants and foreign nation-
als than protecting American citizens
and passing a budget to avoid a govern-
ment shutdown.

As a government, we are charged
with supporting the well-being and
safety of all American citizens. In
order to fulfill this responsibility, we
must secure our borders, end chain mi-
gration, and mandate E-Verify as a na-
tional practice.

We don’t need to promote the prac-
tice of rewarding illegal aliens by pro-
viding jobs and safe havens, but, rath-
er, our obligation is to law-abiding
American citizens.

We cannot take care of the rest of
the world if we are unable to take care
of America and its citizens first.

———
AFL-CIO 2018 MLK CONFERENCE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
this weekend, I will join the AFL-CIO’s
2018 MLK Conference dealing with civil
and human rights. At that time, we
will discuss the GOP tax scam that
stops the labor movement in its tracks
because 83 percent of the tax cuts goes
to the wealthiest 1 percent and raises
taxes on 86 million.

I invite my constituents to join me
from 1 to 3 at the Hilton Americas,
where we will be talking about the
labor movement and the devastation of
the GOP tax scam on the American
people.

At the same time, I am glad that I
live in a nation that welcomes those
who want to serve coming from other
countries and live up to the ideals of
this country.

I want to pay tribute to Rose and
Jose Escobar. Jose came to this coun-
try under TPS from El Salvador. It is
important that this family not be bro-
ken up. Jose was unfairly deported and
deserves humanitarian parole to come
back to be with his loving wife, a cit-
izen who works for the Texas Medical
Center, and his two wonderful children.

TPS, again, is not violating or jeop-
ardizing the American people’s secu-
rity. It is a reflection of our compas-
sion, our humanity, and our respect for
those who come to this Nation fleeing
persecution and devastation. To send
back Haitians, to send back El Salva-
dorans will be a terrible tragedy, and
to send back our DREAMers will be
worse. Let’s work as Americans to
make this country what it is, our
greatest country in the world.

————

102ND ANNUAL PENNSYLVANIA
FARM SHOW
(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, this
past Saturday I attended the 102nd An-
nual Pennsylvania Farm Show. It was
great to speak to and see so many con-
stituents there supporting and learning
about our agriculture community.

The farm show is special to Pennsyl-
vania. It is the Nation’s largest indoor
agricultural event. It showcases more
than 12,000 competitive exhibits, more
than half of which are animal exhibits.
More than 1,000 exhibitors and com-
petitors were from my congressional
district, like Natalie Eberly, who was
showing Polled Hereford beef cattle.

It is well known for its delicious
food, which I enjoyed and which raises
money for nonprofits that support our
agriculture community. This farm
show highlights just a sliver of the in-
dustry that employs nearly half a mil-
lion people in Pennsylvania and con-
tributes $185 billion to our economy
each year.

Special thanks to Congressman G.T.
THOMPSON, my colleague from Pennsyl-
vania, who is vice chair of the ag com-
mittee who conducted a listening ses-
sion with other members of the Penn-
sylvania delegation, as well as mem-
bers of the ag committee. I was very
pleased to welcome to Pennsylvania
ROGER MARSHALL from Kansas and
Ranking Member COLLIN PETERSON. It
was a great session with many mem-
bers of the ag community from across
Pennsylvania.

I also would like to thank Farm
Show  Executive Director Sharon
Altland for once again putting on a
fantastic show. I also thank PA Ag
Secretary Redding and U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture Under Secretary
Greg Ibach for attending and partici-
pating in the listening session as well.

Once again, fabulous show. I look for-
ward to attending again next year.

RECOGNIZING HEATHER
RICHARDSON-BERGSMA

(Mr. BUDD asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BUDD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize High Point native Heather
Richardson-Bergsma for qualifying for
the 2018 Winter Olympics in speed skat-
ing. Holding multiple world records,
she will be competing for her first
Olympic medal this year.

Heather’s hunger for speed skating
began at an early age. Growing up just
a few minutes from our local High
Point roller rink, Heather’s talents
were recognized by a local coach who
suggested she start taking inline speed
skating classes.

Although she was told she must wait
a full year before she could compete,
her passion and dedication for the
sport did not waiver, and a year later
she competed in her first race.

The Olympics mark crowning
achievements in every Olympian’s ca-
reer. The many years, hours, minutes,
and seconds they have devoted to
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training all come down to fulfilled
dreams and broken records.

Heather’s dedication, passion, and
perseverance demonstrate the charac-
teristics found in every great athlete. I
am proud to recognize Heather today
and I wish her the best of luck next
month.

RECOGNIZING JAVASCOUTS
ROBOTICS TEAM

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the JavaScouts, a
youth robotics team from my home-
town of New Hartford, New York.

In December, the JavaScouts com-
peted in the regional qualifier for the
FIRST Tech Challenge at Sauquoit
High School, where they qualified for
the regional championship in New
York.

The JavaScouts also received the
FIRST Tech Challenge Inspire Award,
which is presented to the team that
judges feel acted as a positive role
model to other teams and embraced the
challenge of this program.

I would like to extend my congratu-
lations to the JavaScouts team person-
ally: Keegan Birt, Liam Evans, Kyle
Grover, Ari Sprague, Kyle Tuttle, Jimi
Wadnola, and Leon Zong.

I wish the JavaScouts continued suc-
cess as they move forward to the re-
gional championship. I take great pride
and it is a great honor in representing
these young constituents who place
such an emphasis on determination, in-
genuity, and education in achieving
these many worthy goals.

———————

CONGRESSIONAL APP CHALLENGE
WINNERS

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the win-
ning team for the 2017 Congressional
App Challenge for the First District of
Georgia: Cole Goldhill, Luca Dichiera,
Joseph Kim, and Ryan Cranford.

Over the last 4 months, 190 Members
of Congress hosted the Congressional
App Challenge in their districts, where
students compete to code original apps.
4,100 students participated, submitting
over 1,000 original apps.

The winning team in Georgia’s First
Congressional District is from Rich-
mond Hill Middle School and created
the app, “Wing Finder.” This app en-
ables individuals who enjoy viewing
butterflies to find more information
about those butterflies, comparing
their wing colors to a database con-
taining numerous facts about them.

I am proud of these students in Rich-
mond Hill for doing such a great job
coding and creating this app. Seeing
what these students can achieve
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