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the Kansas National Guard. These
guardsmen work in cooperation with
local firefighters and emergency per-
sonnel to combat fires and save people,
property, and animals.

I stand today to commend their hard
work and thank them for their service.
These fires are a stark reminder of the
devastation created by wildfires last
year and provide a reminder of the im-
portance in standing together in the
face of difficulties.

———

RECOGNIZING PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN
WASHINGTON’S SEVENTH DIS-
TRICT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Washington (Ms. JAYAPAL) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of our wonderful
public schools across the country.

Every child, Mr. Speaker, has the
right to pursue opportunity, and
through our public schools our country
makes that opportunity a reality every
day. Education imparts practical and
invaluable skills that kids carry with
them for the rest of their lives, teaches
our children to become engaged mem-
bers of our society and our democracy,
and public education is a great equal-
izer, having remained a means of mo-
bility for generations of families. I
know this firsthand, Mr. Speaker. I
came to the United States when I was
16 years old by myself to go to college
and take advantage of all the opportu-
nities that an American education had
to offer.

For much of our Nation’s history, our
public schools have served this essen-
tial purpose of helping students and
their families to thrive. And public
schools, which serve all students, re-
gardless of who they are, are the only
institutions where the vast majority of
our kids can access these benefits.

It is those schools and the teachers,
professionals, and staff who serve in
them—and I use ‘‘serve” very delib-
erately, because it is a service to be in
our public schools, where teachers
could earn so much more elsewhere but
choose to be in the public schools be-
cause that is the place where they can
help the most kids. It is those schools
and those amazing successes in my own
district that I want to celebrate today.

Monserrat is a teacher at Concord
International Elementary School
where almost 80 percent of the students
are from low-income families and more
than half are English language learn-
ers. Last year, Monserrat created a
writing lesson using both Spanish and
English. Before this lesson, most of the
kids wrote at a kindergarten or a first
grade level, but by the end of that les-
son, every single one of her students
was able to write a complex complete
sentence. And over the next year
Monserrat’s second graders became am-
bassadors for Concord International,
giving tours of their school in both
Spanish and English. It is clear that
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her investment in her students opened
doors to achievement for these Seattle
public school students.

Another story comes from Shorewood
High School in Shoreline, Washington.
Emily, a leader on her school’s robotics
team, wasn’t interested in STEM until
she got to high school because no one
encouraged her to pursue it when she
was younger. It wasn’t until she
learned about the lack of representa-
tion of women and girls in STEM that
she realized that something needed to
change. And 1last summer, Emily
launched the Full STEAM Ahead Club,
an all girls’ mentoring group that en-
courages middle school girls to pursue
science, technology, engineering, arts,
and math. The youth mentors showed
girls how important it is to engage in
STEM fields early, and they work
every day to expand girls’ perceptions
of what they can achieve, which is to
say, anything.

And at Evergreen High School, a
youth-led group called FEEST is work-
ing to combat food injustice in public
schools. One of their campaigns re-
cently made waves when youth leaders
created the first student advisory com-
mittee with the district’s nutrition
services director. They provided the di-
rector with feedback on how to in-
crease fresh and culturally relevant
food items on school menus. And last
month, they successfully got one of the
recipes they created onto the district
menu.

Through their work, these young
people have developed relationships
with their classmates, with decision-
makers at the school district level, and
they are building power and using their
own innate intelligence about the
issues that matter to create change in
their schools and communities.

Mr. Speaker, I share these stories
today to highlight how critical public
schools are to my constituents and all
Members. And as Members of Congress,
we have a responsibility to ensure that
we continue supporting our public
schools. For example, public money
should go to public schools. It should
not be used to bankroll private entities
and corporations that don’t deliver ex-
cellent, inclusive, equitable instruc-
tion.

Our public schools are under attack
right now from the Secretary of Edu-
cation and the Trump administration.
Our public schools and public money
should not be used to generate a profit.
And teachers, Mr. Speaker, should be
teaching and not carrying guns to try
to protect their students.

As tens of thousands of students
across our country and here in the cap-
ital have rallied and called for atten-
tion to safety in our public schools by
passing sensible gun reform legislation,
Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, this body
has yet to address the issue of guns and
safety in our schools and in our class-
rooms.

And if we want to support education
for our kids, we should make sure that
they have the right to live. That is
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what we are talking about: kids who go
to sleep at night wondering if they are
going to cower in the corners of their
classrooms the next day because some-
body has a gun because Congress has
not done our job.

The Trump administration and Sec-
retary DeVos have demonstrated that
they want to make sure that the
money is what prevails. And, Mr.
Speaker, today as we honor our public
schools, we also need to honor the re-
sponsibility of Congress to protect our
students and protect our public edu-
cation.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF ANDREW
KISTLER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MARSHALL). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today in Franklin, Penn-
sylvania, an American hero will be laid
to rest. Mr. Andrew A. Kistler, past
commander of the Disabled American
Veterans, died on March 9 in Erie,
Pennsylvania. He was 88 years old.

Andy Kistler was a tireless advocate
for disabled veterans not only in Penn-
sylvania, but nationally. A Korean war
veteran who was almost mortally
wounded Christmas week in 1952, he
lost both of his legs, a finger, and a
concussion put him into a deep coma.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to share
with you the words of the late Korean
war medic and journalist Chris
Farlekas. He helped save Andy Kistler,
a 2l-year-old baseball player from
Franklin who arrived at the 11th Evac-
uation Hospital for care. I quote from
this letter:

“The ward was crammed with casual-
ties, and every helicopter that landed
outside the tent brought even more.
The doctor said Andy was too far gone,
that he would die.

“But something inside me said no.

“I still don’t completely understand
my ferocity in needing Andy to live.
Maybe it was because I'd seen so much
death already in the 4 months that I'd
been in the war, holding frightened,
dying young men as they talked about
home. Andy was my test case with God.
If he lived, I'd believe. If not, tough.

““So for 3 days I sat with Andy, will-
ing him to live.

“On Christmas Eve, several of the
nurses, doctors, and corpsmen went
through the 11th Evac, singing Christ-
mas carols. At exactly midnight, they
came to the shock ward and sang ‘Si-
lent Night.” It may have sounded a lit-
tle ragged, off-pitch, but to me it was
absolutely beautiful, angelic.

“As I listened, Andy came out of the
coma, opened his eyes, grabbed my
hand, and softly sang, ‘All is calm, all
is bright.” The doctors said it was a
miracle.”

Andy and Chris spoke about that glo-
rious moment in the PBS documen-
tary, ‘“‘Korean War Stories,” produced
in 2002.
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Andy, a double amputee, went on to
be a major force for the American vet-
erans as head of the Disabled American
Veterans, a nonprofit that provides a
lifetime of support for veterans and
their families. With almost 1,300 chap-
ters and more than a million members
across the country, DAV empowers our
Nation’s heroes and their families by
helping to provide the resources they
need and ensuring our Nation keeps the
promises that were made to them.

Mr. Speaker, Andy said he sometimes
found himself humming or singing ‘‘Si-
lent Night” in odd moments, ¢like
when I'm shaving,” he told Chris. I
know that as friends and family say
good-bye to a true American hero
today in Franklin, all is calm, all is
bright.

May God bless Andy Kistler, whose
service to this Nation will be long re-
membered, and may he rest in peace.

——

HONORING THE NATION’S TEACH-
ERS DURING PUBLIC SCHOOL
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LANCE). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from West Virginia (Mr. McKIN-
LEY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor our Nation’s dedicated
teachers during this year’s Public
School Week.

When I think back to my teachers in
public school, one in particular stands
out: Ms. Eleanor Ball, my eighth grade
English teacher. In addition to instill-
ing in me a love and respect for the
English language, she was a teacher
who went above and beyond the call of
duty and gave each of us youngsters a
sense of confidence to face the chal-
lenges that would lie ahead in our soci-
ety.

But who are the Ms. Balls of today?
Perhaps they are like Cristina Stout, a
4th grade teacher at Leading Creek El-
ementary School in Gilmer County,
West Virginia. Ms. Stout is known for
her compassion for her students. She
often buys school supplies and winter
coats for kids whose families can’t af-
ford them. One year she gave up every
lunch break, every day, so that just
one of her students who suffers with a
sensory issue could eat in her class-
room with her and avoid the over-
stimulating cafeteria. Most days, she
stays late to tutor students who need
the extra care, help, and assistance to
ensure that they don’t fall behind.

These are just two of countless exam-
ples of our Nation’s teachers going
above and beyond the call of duty
every day across America.

To Ms. Ball, Ms. Stout, and teachers
everywhere, we thank you, from the
bottom of our hearts.

————

HONORING JOE ORGILL
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Tennessee (Mr. KUSTOFF) for 5 minutes.
Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee. Mr.

Speaker, I rise today to honor and re-
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member Joel Orgill, a friend of mine
and a great west Tennessean who
passed away this week at the age of 80.

Joe was a lifelong Memphian who in-
spired so many with his business prow-
ess, his strong faith, and, most impor-
tantly, his kindness and commitment
to giving back to his community.
Through the years, Joe was always
very nice to me and offered great ad-
vice and counsel.

Like most Memphians, I knew Joe as
an astute businessman who started in
the family business as a salesman and
worked his way up to president and
chairman of the board. Joe played a
major role in growing Orgill, Inc., the
company as it is known today, into one
of the largest hardware distributors of
its kind in the entire world and the
longest running business in Memphis
history.

Joe Orgill was a real titan in the
hardware industry. Besides leading one
of the major privately held companies
in the Memphis area, Joe was a real
people person. He had the rare ability
to connect and to interact with people
of all types and, more importantly,
treated everyone the same way.

But much more importantly, Joe was
a philanthropist who always gave back
to his community. Joe Orgill dedicated
an incredible amount of his time and
resources to charitable organizations
throughout the Midsouth: the United
Way, Meals on Wheels, Church Health
Center, Rhodes College, the Dixon Gal-
lery and Gardens, and many more.

I mentioned Meals on Wheels. Joe
took great pleasure in stopping what-
ever he was doing, whatever meetings,
to personally deliver these meals to
those most needy. To me, that really
personifies Joe Orgill.

But most importantly, Joe enjoyed
spending time with his family.

Roberta and I send our condolences
to Joe’s wife, Irene, as well as his four
daughters—Adele, Irene, Anne, and
Kate—and to the entire family.

While we mourn the loss of Joe, I
know that his spirit lives on in his
wonderful family and in the Memphis
community, and I have no doubt that
Joe Orgill’s legacy will inspire genera-
tions to come.

——————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 31
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
0 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. JENKINS of Kansas) at
noon.

H1615

PRAYER

Reverend Dom Elias M. Carr, All
Saints Regional Catholic School, Glen
Cove, New York, offered the following
prayer:

O God, beyond all praising, source of
light, sustainer of life, significance of
liberty, we come before You.

With hearts filled with wonder, we
thank You for every gift You send, for
blessings without number, and mercies
without end.

Turn to us as we lift our hearts be-
fore You, and wait upon Your word,
honoring and adoring You, our good
and gracious Lord.

Then hear us, O God, accepting the
love we bring, that we, who know Your
favor, may serve You, our unimagi-
nable king.

Look kindly upon these Representa-
tives and their staffs, showering upon
them the spirit of wisdom, charity, and
justice.

And whether our tomorrows be filled
with good or ill, let us triumph
through our sorrows and rise to bless
You still: to marvel at Your beauty
and glory in Your ways and make a
joyful duty our sacrifice of praise.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New York (Mr. SUOZZI)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SUOZZI led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING REVEREND DOM
ELIAS M. CARR

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. Suo0zzl) is recognized for 1
minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. SUOZZI. Madam Speaker, I am
here to welcome Father Elias to the
Chamber. He is from my hometown of
the city of Glen Cove.

Father Elias, as was mentioned, is a
canon regular of St. Augustine from
Klosterneuburg, Austria, and he and
three of his colleagues from
Klosterneuburg have been assigned to
my parish, St. Rocco’s, and our neigh-
boring parish of St. Patrick’s since
2011.

He is joined here today by his parents
as well as his brother, who is also a
priest, Father Richard from Annan-
dale, Virginia.
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