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Number 3: Lady of Rage, “G Funk
Intro.”

Number 2: Fox Boogie Brown, ‘‘Ain’t
No.”

Number 1: Representing BK to the
fullest, Lil’ Kim, ‘‘Quiet Storm remix.”

These extraordinary MCs, along with
legendary pioneers such as Queen
Latifah, MC Lyte, and Salt-N-Pepa,
shattered hip-hop’s glass ceiling with
their skill, talent, and lyrical ability.

As we celebrate Women’s History
Month here in the United States Con-
gress, these dynamic women are wor-
thy to be praised.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 25
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ADERHOLT) at 2 p.m.

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Dear Lord, we give You thanks for
giving us another day.

At the beginning of the week, we use
this moment to be reminded of Your
presence and to tap the resources need-
ed by the Members of this House to do
their work as well as it can be done.

May they be led by Your Spirit in the
decisions they make. May their faith in
You deliver them from any tensions
that might tear the people’s House
apart and from worries that might
wear them out.

All this day, and through the week,
may they do their best to find solu-
tions to pressing issues facing our Na-
tion. Please hasten the day when jus-
tice and love shall dwell in the hearts
of all peoples and rule the affairs of the
nations of Earth.

May all that is done this day be for
Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

HONORING GIRL SCOUTS ON ITS
106TH BIRTHDAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the
Girl Scouts of the USA as it celebrates
its 106th birthday.

I know firsthand the positive impact
that Scouting can have on the life of a
young person. I have been actively in-
volved with the Boy Scouts of America
my whole life.

On March 12, 1912, Juliette Gordon
Low founded the first Girl Scout troop
with just 18 girls. Over a century later,
more than 50 million American women
are Girl Scout alums, and the Girl
Scout program reaches 2.6 million
members.

Girl Scouts helps girls lead in their
own lives and communities. It also po-
sitions them to become tomorrow’s
leaders in our country and the world by
encouraging them to dream big and
work hard to achieve their goals. Girl
Scouts is committed to ensuring all
girls develop to their full potential.

This week, as we celebrate Girl
Scouts’ 106th birthday, I applaud the
Girl Scout councils that serve girls in
my community for building evermore
girls of courage, confidence, and char-
acter.

—————

HONORING INDIANA STATE
SENATOR DAVID LONG

(Mr. BANKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker,
tomorrow, the 2018 session of the Indi-
ana General Assembly will draw to a
close, and with it, so will the career of
one of the Hoosier State’s most distin-
guished legislators.

Senate President Pro Tempore Sen-
ator David Long recently announced
that, after 22 years of public service, he
will retire later this year. Under his
transformational leadership, our State
enacted sweeping education reforms,
balanced the budget, delivered historic
tax cuts, advanced the cause of life,
and passed right-to-work legislation.

Senator Long played a pivotal role in
our State’s progress over the last dec-
ade and a half, and his impact in Indi-
ana will be felt for generations to
come.

My wife, Amanda, and I both had the
honor of serving with David in the
State Senate, and we are proud to call
him a mentor and friend. During my
time at the statehouse, I learned so
much from Senator Long; and in my
work here in the Congress, I am con-
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stantly reminded of lessons I learned
from him when we served together.

Hoosiers deeply appreciate Senator
Long’s incredible record of accomplish-
ment during his time in office. I wish
him; his wife, Melissa; and his family
the very best in the years to come.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 9, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 9, 2018, at 9:47 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without an amend-
ment H.R. 1177.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM LEGISLA-
TIVE DIRECTOR, THE HONOR-
ABLE JODY B. HICE OF GEORGIA,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Timothy Reitz, Legisla-
tive Director, the Honorable JoDY B.
Hick of Georgia, Member of Congress:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 13, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a subpoena for testimony in
a criminal trial issued by the United States
District Court for the District of Columbia.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the privileges and rights of the House.

Sincerely,
TIMOTHY REITZ,
Legislative Director.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:45 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HOLDING) at 4 o’clock and
44 minutes p.m.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

STATE VETERANS HOME ADULT
DAY HEALTH CARE IMPROVE-
MENT ACT OF 2017

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (S. 324) to amend title 38, United
States Code, to improve the provision
of adult day health care services for
veterans.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 324

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘State Vet-
erans Home Adult Day Health Care Improve-
ment Act of 2017,

SEC. 2. PROVISION OF CERTAIN ADULT DAY
HEALTH CARE SERVICES FOR VET-
ERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1745 of title 38,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by adding at the end the following new
subsection:

“(d)(1) The Secretary shall enter into an
agreement with each State home for pay-
ment by the Secretary for medical super-
vision model adult day health care provided
to a veteran described in subsection (a)(1) on
whose behalf the State home is not in receipt
of payment for nursing home care from the
Secretary.

““(2)(A) Payment under each agreement be-
tween the Secretary and a State home under
paragraph (1) for each veteran who receives
medical supervision model adult day health
care under such agreement shall be made at
a rate established through regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary to adequately reim-
burse the State home for the care provided
by the State home, including necessary
transportation expenses.

‘“(B) The Secretary shall consult with the
State homes in prescribing regulations under
subparagraph (A).

‘(C) The rate established through regula-
tions under subparagraph (A) shall not take
effect until the date that is 30 days after the
date on which those regulations are pub-
lished in the Federal Register.

‘(3) Payment by the Secretary under para-
graph (1) to a State home for medical super-
vision model adult day health care provided
to a veteran described in that paragraph con-
stitutes payment in full to the State home
for such care furnished to that veteran.

‘“(4) In this subsection, the term ‘medical
supervision model adult day health care’
means adult day health care that includes
the coordination of physician services, den-
tal services, nursing services, the adminis-
tration of drugs, and such other require-
ments as determined appropriate by the Sec-
retary.”’; and

(2) in the section heading, by inserting °f,
adult day health care,”’ after ‘‘home care’.

(b) INITIAL RATE.—Before the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs establishes a payment rate
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under subsection (d)(2)(A) of section 1745 of
such title, as added by subsection (a), the
Secretary shall pay to a State home that has
entered into an agreement with the Sec-
retary for medical supervision model adult
day health care (as defined in subsection
(d)(4) of such section) an amount equal to 65
percent of the rate the Secretary would pay
under subsection (a)(2) of such section to the
State home for nursing home care provided
to the veteran.

(¢) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections at the beginning of chapter 17 of
such title is amended by striking the item
relating to section 1745 and inserting the fol-
lowing new item:
¢“1745. Nursing home care, adult day health

care, and medications for vet-
erans with service-connected
disabilities.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROE) and the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
yvield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, before I begin today, I
would like to take a moment to express
my deepest sympathies to those af-
fected by last week’s tragedy in
Yountville, California. I closely fol-
lowed the situation. I am truly sad-
dened by what has occurred.

All three employees who lost their
lives—Christine Loeber and Jennifer
Golick from the Pathway Home and
Jennifer Gonzales from the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs—were com-
mitted to helping veterans struggling
with difficulties like post-traumatic
stress disorder and other mental prob-
lems.

As Secretary Shulkin said: ‘“‘Caring
for veterans and our employees serving
them is always important. It is even
more critical that we reach out to one
another and provide support during
painful times like these.”

I think I can speak for myself and
the rest of the members on the House
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs when I
offer prayers and support during this
incredibly difficult and challenging
time for these families.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 324, the State Veterans Home
Adult Day Health Care Improvement
Act of 2017. It is imperative that we en-
sure that VA is equipped with a variety
of geriatric and long-term care pro-
grams to best meet the individual
needs and goals of the increasing num-
ber of veterans who are reaching retire-
ment age.

Current law requires VA to cover the
cost of nursing home care in a State
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Veterans Home for any veteran in need
of such care due to a service-connected
disability or with a service-connected
disability rating of 70 percent or more.
However, veterans are increasingly
seeking opportunities to get additional
care they need as they age while re-
maining at home rather than in a nurs-
ing care facility or other institutional
setting. S. 324 would help those vet-
erans by requiring VA to enter into an
agreement or a contract with the State
Veterans Home to pay for adult day
healthcare for veterans who are eligi-
ble but not receiving nursing home
care.

Adult day healthcare programs pro-
vide companionship, peer support,
recreation, certain healthcare services,
case management assistance with ac-
tivities of daily living, and more to
veterans, and needed respite and relief
to caregivers. What is more, adult day
healthcare programs are a much less
costly alternative to nursing home
care, meaning that, with the enact-
ment of this bill, we could grant vet-
erans who desire to age at home the op-
portunity to do so without sacrificing
the care and support services they may
need and save taxpayer dollars.

S. 324, which is sponsored by Senator
ORRIN HATCH of Utah, is companion
legislation to H.R. 1005, which is spon-
sored by the gentleman from New York
(Mr. ZELDIN) and passed the House with
unanimous support earlier this year. I
am grateful to both of them for their
leadership on this issue, and I urge all
of my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting S. 324.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank
the gentleman from Tennessee for his
compassionate words on the tragic loss
of three dedicated, selfless servants in
care of our veterans. I very much ap-
preciate that, and it is a challenging
time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of S. 324, the State Veterans Home
Adult Day Health Care Improvement
Act. I want to thank Senator HATCH for
introducing this innovative and bipar-
tisan bill.

S. 324 directs the VA to enter into an
agreement with each State home to
pay for medical supervision model
adult healthcare for a veteran for
whom the home is not receiving VA
nursing home payments.

Ensuring that veterans have access
to appropriate affordable geriatric and
long-term care is becoming increas-
ingly important. In 2017, approximately
9.8 million veterans, or 46 percent, were
65 years or older.

In addition, VA’s own Enrollee
Health Care Projection Model indicates
a further demand on long-term care
and support services is coming as the
Vietnam-era cohort ages, with most
having gone beyond age 75 by 2026.

At present, VA is required to cover
the cost of nursing home care in the
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