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stop with the distractions and the de-
flections and the diversions. They can
bring up 50 other things. The people of
America know, with our common
sense, that we need a universal crimi-
nal and mental background check for
everyone.

Mr. Speaker, I would love it if some-
one could explain why that legislation
is not allowed to see the light of day on
the floor of the House with not even a
hearing or a vote in the House Judici-
ary Committee. This is a public emer-
gency. The young people of America,
beginning with the heroic kids, the sur-
vivors in Parkland, Florida, will not
let us off the hook.

One of them was asked the question:
Well, why suddenly have you unleashed
this revolution across the country
against one minor faction control of all
of Congress? Why did it happen now,
but it didn’t happen back at Sandy
Hook?

One of the young leaders said: ‘At
Sandy Hook, they assassinated first
graders with an AR-15 at pointblank
range; but in Parkland, Florida, they
assassinated high school students. We
are more educated and we have a voice
and we know how social media works.”

There is no putting the genie back in
the bottle. There is going to be no
avoiding this question. At the very
least, we must have a vote on a uni-
versal criminal and mental background
check for all firearm purchases in the
United States of America. The people
want it. The Supreme Court has made
it clear that such legislation is con-
stitutional.

In Maryland, in 2013, we passed not
only fingerprint licensing and uni-
versal background checks, we passed a
ban on military-style assault weapons,
a ban on high-capacity magazines.
These are bans that are, again, favored
by more than two-thirds of the Amer-
ican people.

It was challenged in Federal district
court in Maryland and it was upheld
against Second Amendment attack.
They appealed to the Fourth Circuit of
Appeals. It was upheld against Second
Amendment attack. They went to the
Supreme Court, and the Supreme Court
let it stand.

So within the Fourth Circuit Court
of Appeals, within our circuit, we have
already got all of the legislation
upheld as constitutional, which some
people are saying you can’t do because
of the Second Amendment.

Stop hiding behind the Second
Amendment. Stop hiding behind it. The
Second Amendment is just like every
other amendment. You can pass a rea-
sonable regulation, as long as you
don’t destroy the underlying right
itself.

Nobody is trying to take away any-
one’s handgun for self-defense. No one
is trying to take away anyone’s rifle
for hunting and recreational purposes.
But you don’t need an AR-15 in order
to go hunting. Any real hunter will tell
you.

You certainly don’t need to allow the
sale of firearms in the United States of
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America to criminals and terrorists
and gang members in order to support
the Second Amendment. That is ludi-
crous. It is absurd. We should stop
spreading that propaganda. I think it is
just so important that we get this mes-
sage out to the American public.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud to say that, for 242 years, when-
ever and wherever America’s freedom
has been threatened, we called in the
Marines.

A Marine Corps infantry platoon is
trained to close with and destroy the
enemy by firearm and maneuver. That
is what we do. That is our purpose. Ma-
rines kick in the door and kill the bad
guys. Period. I know because that is
what I had to do in Iraq. My platoon
fought door-to-door against deadly in-
surgents. For this mission, the Marine
Corps issued me an M-16 A4.

The M-16 is a weapon designed with
exquisite precision for the singular
purpose of killing as many people as
possible in the shortest amount of
time. It is not for deer hunting. It is
for killing people.

The original M-16 was relentlessly re-
fined to take enemy lives in combat.
But you might know the version avail-
able in stores called an AR-15. Repub-
licans and their bosses at the NRA be-
lieve almost anyone should be able to
carry this weapon of war. That is right.
Republicans honestly believe that this
killing machine has a place in our com-
munities. They think that a weapon
very similar to one I carried in Al
Anbar belongs on the streets of Phoe-
nix.

That is idiotic, and I will explain
why.

Republicans aren’t just ignoring the
voices of the thousands of victims.
They are also denying basic physics.
Because a round from an AR-15 is larg-
er and leaves the muzzle traveling fast-
er, it will impact the body without
about three times more energy than a
bullet from a handgun.

Surgeons treating the Parkland vic-
tims described organs that looked like
“‘overripe melons smashed by a sledge-
hammer.” They talk about exit wounds
as big as oranges. They recount open-
ing bodies of these children, hoping to
stem the bleeding, and discovering
that, as one doctor put it, ‘‘there was
nothing left to repair.”

And here is the thing: that is not an
unexpected outcome. Delivering fatal
wounds that no surgeon can fix is the
whole point of these weapons. That is
precisely why they were given to us in
combat.

The AR-15 also has a standard maga-
zine of 30 rounds. Those 30 rounds are
necessary if you are putting down sup-
pressive fire or engaging insurgents.
They are not very useful when you are
hunting deer.

Mr. Speaker, I can confidently say
that if you need more than a handful of
shots to put down the deer, you are
probably the problem, not the weapon.

In addition, the AR-15 has a signifi-
cantly faster effective rate of fire than
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a bolt-action hunting rifle or a hand-
gun. That means you can shoot more
people in less time. That means police
officers responding to the scene of a
shooting will be outgunned and out-
matched. That means more children
will die in the classrooms before help
can arrive.

I went through literally thousands of
hours of training to become a marine.
It was arduous and grueling. I was
taught how to clean and care for my
weapon. I had to pass a rigorous
marksmanship test. I was only armed
after I earned the privilege and respon-
sibility for that weapon.

In contrast, my Republican friends
think anyone should be able to walk
into a sporting goods store anywhere in
America and walk out with an AR-15.

When children are slaughtered in
their classrooms, we respond with
thoughts and prayers instead of smart-
er policies or stronger laws. We are
asked to simply accept this bloodshed
as an unavoidable fact of American
life.

Not anymore.

How about this? Let’s reform our
background check system. Let’s ban
assault rifles and keep weapons of war
out of our communities. Then, if people
are truly desperate to fire those types
of weapons, they can do what I did: go
to www.marines.mil and enlist.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Lasky, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment bills of the House of the
following titles:

H.R. 294. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
2700 Cullen Boulevard in Pearland, Texas, as
the “Endy Nddiobong Ekpanya Post Office
Building”.

H.R. 452. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
324 West Saint Louis Street in Pacific, Mis-
souri, as the ‘‘Specialist Jeffrey L. White, Jr.
Post Office”.

H.R. 1207. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 306 River Street in Tilden, Texas, as the
“Tilden Veterans Post Office”.

H.R. 1208. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 9155 Schaefer Road, Converse, Texas, as
the ‘“‘Converse Veterans Post Office Build-
ing”.

H.R. 1858. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 4514 Williamson Trail in Liberty, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Ryan Scott
Ostrom Post Office”.

H.R. 1988. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1730 18th Street in Bakersfield, California,
as the ‘“Merle Haggard Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 2254. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 2635 Napa Street in Vallejo, California, as
the ‘“‘Janet Capello Post Office Building’.

H.R. 2302. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 259 Nassau Street, Suite 2 in Princeton,
New Jersey, as the ‘“Dr. John F. Nash, Jr.
Post Office”.
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H.R. 2464. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 26 New Chardon Street Lobby in Boston,
Massachusetts, as the ““John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy Post Office’’.

H.R. 2672. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 520 Carter Street in Fairview, Illinois, as
the ““Sgt. Douglas J. Riney Post Office”.

H.R. 2815. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 30 East Somerset Street in Raritan, New
Jersey, as the ‘“‘Gunnery Sergeant John
Basilone Post Office’.

H.R. 2873. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 207 Glenside Avenue in Wyncote, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘“‘Staff Sergeant Peter Taub
Post Office Building”’.

H.R. 3109. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1114 North 2nd Street in Chillicothe, Illi-
nois, as the ‘““Sr. Chief Ryan Owens Post Of-
fice Building”’.

H.R. 3369. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 226 North Main Street in Spring Lake,
North Carolina, as the ‘“Howard B. Pate, Jr.
Post Office”.

H.R. 3638. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1100 Kings Road in Jacksonville, Florida,
as the ‘“‘Rutledge Pearson Post Office Build-
ing”.

H.R. 3655. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1300 Main Street in Belmar, New Jersey,
as the “Dr. Walter S. McAfee Post Office
Building”.

H.R. 3821. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 430 Main Street in Clermont, Georgia, as
the ‘“Zack T. Addington Post Office’’.

H.R. 3893. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 100 Mathe Avenue in Interlachen, Florida,
as the ‘“Robert H. Jenkins, Jr. Post Office”.

H.R. 4042. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 1415 West Oak Street, in Kissimmee, Flor-
ida, as the ‘“‘Borinqueneers Post Office Build-
ing”’.

H.R. 4285. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 123 Bridgeton Pike in Mullica Hill, New
Jersey, as the ‘“‘James C. ‘Billy’ Johnson
Post Office Building”’.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested:

S. 97. An act to enable civilian research
and development of advanced nuclear energy
technologies by private and public institu-
tions, to expand theoretical and practical
knowledge of nuclear physics, chemistry,
and materials science, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 931. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
4910 Brighton Boulevard in Denver, Colorado,
as the “George Sakato Post Office”.

S. 2040. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
621 Kansas Avenue in Atchison, Kansas, as
the ‘“‘Amelia Earhart Post Office Building’.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARVIN
“CY” MEYERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentlewoman from
Washington (Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER) is
recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the majority leader.
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Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr.
Speaker, today I rise to honor the life
of Marvin “Cy”’ Meyers and recognize
his lifelong service to the TUnited
States Military and to his community
of Winlock and across Lewis County.

Born during the Great Depression
and from a military family, Cy grew up
poor, but he had an abundant love of
family. In the summer of 1943, Cy
joined the Marines and served in World
War II, where he fought at Iwo Jima.

After his service in the military, Cy
came home to the Pacific Northwest
and met the love of his life, Bonita. A
friend of Cy’s started an egg farm in
Winlock and asked him to work deliv-
ering eggs, a job Cy maintained for 20
yvears. Cy and Bonita bought a home in
Winlock, where they settled for the re-
mainder of their lives and raised their
four children.

Cy was a cornerstone community
member. Everyone in Lewis County
knew him. He served on the city coun-
cil, Educational Service District 113
Board, Civil Service Commission,
Board of Adjustment, and the Wash-
ington State Republicans Executive
Board. Cy also served as mayor of
Winlock for 6 years.

Please join me in honoring the self-
less and passionate dedication of
Marvin “Cy” Meyers and his legacy
that will remain with us all, as this
was the week that he left this world for
the next. We love him. We are grateful
to him and his family for his service,
and we will remember him.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. GARAMENDI (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today.

—————

SENATE BILL REFERRED

A Dbill of the Senate of the following
title was taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 931. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
4910 Brighton Boulevard in Denver, Colorado,
as the “‘George Sakato Post Office’; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

———————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 831. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
120 West Pike Street in Canonsburg, Penn-

sylvania, as the ‘Police Officer Scott

Bashioum Post Office Building’’.
————
ADJOURNMENT

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr.

Speaker, I move that the House do now
adjourn.
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The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 27 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Fri-
day, March 9, 2018, at 10:30 a.m.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4186. A letter from the General Counsel,
Appraisal Subcommittee, Federal Financial
Institutions Examination Council, transmit-
ting the Council’s final rule — Collection and
Transmission of Annual AMC Registry Fees
[Docket No.: AS17-07] received March 5, 2018,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Financial Services.

4187. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Human Subject Protection; Acceptance of
Data From Clinical Investigations for Med-
ical Devices [Docket No.: FDA-2013-N-0080]
(RIN: 0910-AG48) received March 5, 2018, pur-
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

4188. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Modification of Air Traf-
fic Service (ATS) Routes; Western United
States [Docket No.: FAA-2017-0344; Airspace
Docket No.: 17-AWP-11] received March 5,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.

4189. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Establishment of Class E
Airspace; Johnson City, TN [Docket No.:
FAA-2017-0279; Airspace Docket No.: 17-ASO-
10] received March 5, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

4190. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Establishment of Class E
Airspace, Spanish Fork, UT [Docket No.:
FAA-2017-0897; Airspace Docket No.: 17-ANM-
22] received March 5, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure.

4191. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Amendment of Class E
Airspace; Fort Scott, KS; and Phillipsburg,
KS [Docket No.: FAA-2017-0523; Airspace
Docket No.: 17-ACE-9] received March 5, 2018,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law
104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture.

4192. A letter from the Management and
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2017-0901; Product Identifier
2017-NM-106-AD; Amendment 39-19183; AD
2018-03-10] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received March 5,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure.
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