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name in Philadelphia and a champion
for the voiceless in our city. It is fit-
ting that she has been selected to lead
this year’s St. Patrick’s Day parade,
and I rise to commend her on her life-
time of devoted service.

————

ANNIVERSARY OF BLOODY
SUNDAY

(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, today is
the 53rd anniversary of Bloody Sunday.
This is the day that our incredible col-
league, Congressman JOHN LEWIS, and
Dr. Martin Luther King led 600 march-
ers from Selma to Montgomery. They
didn’t get very far. At the Edmund
Pettus Bridge, they were viciously at-
tacked by Alabama State Troopers
wielding clubs and were beaten and left
bloodied.

Last weekend, I had the incredible
honor of joining Congressman JOHN
LEWIS and a bipartisan group of Mem-
bers in a pilgrimage to Montgomery,
Birmingham, Selma, and Memphis. I
had many epiphanies on that trip, but
perhaps two were most profound. First,
that determined and disciplined non-
violent resistance works. Back then, 53
years ago, it led to the passage of the
Voting Rights Act. And, second, that
we in this body have a critical respon-
sibility to ensure that we move forward
and not backward on voting rights.

Our trip was amazing. One of the best
experiences of my life, actually. I hope
that my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle will join next year. We heard in-
credible stories of abiding love, even
for adversaries that had left people
without much dignity. Newer activists
of all ages are reimagining these same
nonviolent methods for the world that
we are in today.

Today, as we commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the assassination of the
Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King on
April 4, let us recommit ourselves to
restoring and strengthening the Voting
Rights Act and making sure that we
continue to protect these critical
rights in our country.

———

RECOGNIZING ROME ELKS LODGE
#96

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FI1TZPATRICK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the
gentlewoman from New York (Ms.
TENNEY) is recognized for 60 minutes as
the designee of the majority leader.

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Rome Elks.

Hailing from Rome Elks Lodge #96 on
Liberty Street, our hometown Elks
truly embody the mission the Elks Na-
tional Foundation has been committed
to for over 140 years. For generations,
Elks around the Nation have dedicated
themselves to building strong commu-
nities and lending a helping hand to
their fellow neighbors.
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Today I would like to recognize an
outstanding group of hometown Elks
who have made the journey from Onei-
da County to visit us here in Wash-
ington: Donna Townsend; Whitney
Cook; Mary Bielby; and retired captain
of the Rome Police Department, John
Bielby.

Our Elks in Rome and around the
country help our youth develop lifelong
skills, assist students who are attend-
ing college, support charitable work in
their communities, and care for our
local veterans.

However, Rome Elks are unique to
all other Elks in the country. In addi-
tion to the honorable work of the Elks,
Rome Elks also carry out the long-
standing tradition of caring for the
gravesite of a historic Rome native, Sir
Francis Bellamy. Some of you may not
know it, but Sir Francis Bellamy is the
author of our uniquely American tradi-
tion, the Pledge of Allegiance.

Francis Bellamy was born in Mount
Morris, New York, attended our Rome
public schools, and graduated from
Rome Free Academy, affectionately
known as RFA, in 1872.

Every day throughout our country,
in public and parochial schools; at Boy
Scout and Girl Scout meetings; at
American Legions and all fraternal and
patriotic organizations; in government,
including here in our Nation’s Capitol,
millions of Americans recite the
Pledge of Allegiance.

The Pledge of Allegiance reminds our
citizenry of the notion of what it
means to be American. We pledge alle-
giance to this great experiment; to our
constitutional Republic, a nation that
reveres freedoms, individual rights, and
liberty. We pledge allegiance to our
country’s historic Judeo-Christian val-
ues.

Bellamy wrote the Pledge of Alle-
giance in 1892 at the age of 37. During
his time working as a writer for a mag-
azine called ‘‘The Youth’s Companion,”
a family magazine that, at the time,
had 500,000 subscribers, Bellamy was
tasked with creating a patriotic school
program to honor the 400th anniversary
of Christopher Columbus’ arrival to
America. Through this assignment, the
Pledge of Allegiance, as we Kknow it
today, took shape.

At a trying time in our Nation’s his-
tory, Francis Bellamy captured so ele-
gantly and simply America’s unity and
loyalty. With only a sentence, Bellamy
ultimately symbolized America’s abil-
ity to surpass all internal differences.
It is the manifestation of our patriotic
conscience and it is recognized
throughout our Nation.

Francis Bellamy’s spirit pervades in
Rome to this day, especially during pa-
triotic holidays, like Flag Day. On
Flag Day, the Rome Elks replace the
two American flags that fly over Sir
Francis Bellamy’s gravesite. These an-
nual ceremonies are a dedication to the
patriotic principles that our flag has
stood for since it was first adopted in
1777. In 2008, the Rome Elks started a
significant renovation project on Bel-
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lamy’s gravesite, and completed it 1
year later, just in time to rededicate it
for Flag Day.

In addition to their work in honoring
Sir Francis Bellamy and the American
flag, the Rome Elks are also well
known for their commitment to help-
ing our local veterans.

Recently, the Rome Elks held a fund-
raiser to raise money for therapy dogs
for veterans through a local organiza-
tion called Clear Path for Vets. As part
of the fundraiser, the Rome Elks took
flags that had flown over Sir Francis
Bellamy’s gravesite and removed the
stars and stripes. They then individ-
ually separated and added a slip of
paper with the words ‘“This little star
is proud to say I flew over Bellamy’s
grave.” The Rome Elks call this
project ‘‘Stars Over Bellamy.”

They started with 300 of these little
packets, but quickly added 200 more
when they realized how popular this
projects was. To date, the Rome Elks
have raised over $1,000 for this fund-
raising effort. One of the most touch-
ing aspects is that every veteran that a
Rome Elks member comes across re-
ceives one of these stars for free as a
thank-you for their years of service.

I was lucky enough to be able to pur-
chase a star for myself and a few others
for my son, who is currently serving in
the Marine Corps. It is a constant re-
minder for me of the legacy Francis
Bellamy left for our country, as well as
the patriotic principles I as a member
of the Ilion Elks Lodge #1444—a nearby
Elks Lodge down the street—have
come to live by.

These are just a few examples of the
hard work and devotion that the Rome
Elks show for their community. The
Rome Elks bring so much more to the
community than just a building. Al-
though it is a beautiful, historic build-
ing on Liberty Street—aptly named—in
Rome, New York, they invest in pro-
grams that help children grow up
healthy and drug-free, meet the needs
of today’s veterans, and improve the
quality of life for our area.

As I mentioned, as a member of the
nearby Ilion Elks Lodge #1444, I am
proud to know and work with so many
outstanding Elks and members
throughout our region. I also am ex-
cited to participate in our benevolent
Elks Lodge, which has a motorcycle
ride each year, where we travel to each
of the Elks Lodges and raise money for
charities that help many of our vet-
erans in need.

So I just want to say, if you happen
to be visiting our region, take the time
to stop by one of our wonderful Elks
Lodges. They have weekly events. Par-
ticularly in the Rome Elks Lodge, they
have Tuesday Wing Night, Wednesday
Night Spaghetti Supper, Fish Fry Fri-
day, or one of our special events on the
weekends or holidays. It is really a
beautiful and wonderful time to meet
and have fellowship with a community
that is so patriotic and so devoted to
our Nation.

Today I urge all my colleagues and
anyone watching at home to thank
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Elks Lodges from around our Nation
for the tremendous work they do for
our communities, especially our vet-
erans. Or, better yet, take the oppor-
tunity to volunteer at an Elks Lodge
or consider joining an Elks Lodge.
They do so much great benevolent
work for our communities.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———
GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. RASKIN) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 days to revise and extend
their remarks and to include extra-
neous material on the subject of my
Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

Mr. RASKIN. Mr. Speaker, before I
begin, I want to thank the distin-
guished Congresswoman from New
York for her comments about Francis
Bellamy, the great Christian aboli-
tionist and socialist who authored
America’s Pledge of Allegiance. He was
a great patriot who wanted to unify
the country in the wake of the Civil
War during the Reconstruction Period.
We, indeed, owe him a great debt of
gratitude for everything he did for
America.

Mr. Speaker, I want to talk about a
matter of pressing importance and ur-
gency to the people of America today.
It is the question of gun violence and
what Congress is doing about the prob-
lem of gun violence.

I want to start by invoking some-
thing that all of the schoolchildren of
America know about, which is the idea
of a social contract.

You can go back and read John
Locke or Thomas Hobbes, or Rousseau,
but all of them began with the idea
that, in the state of nature, we are all
in a dangerous and perilous condition
because there is no law. It is the rule of
the jungle. Hobbes said that the state
of nature was a condition that was soli-
tary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.
Because of that, people enter into civil
society to create a government.

The first principle of government is
that we have got to protect our people.
As Cicero put it, the safety and good of
the people must be the highest law.
That is why we have a social contract.

But, Mr. Speaker, in America today,
our social contract is bruised and bat-
tered and damaged and tenuous be-
cause of the gun violence which has
come to our public schools, to our uni-
versities, to our churches, to our movie
theaters, to the public square.

America’s high school students have
woken us up to the fact that this is not
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a normal condition. America is an ab-
solute outlier nation in terms of the
levels of gun violence that we permit
to take place in our own society. Our
social contract is threatened by the
gun violence that is a menace to every
single American citizen.

Now, we have a social contract, we
have got a social covenant, and it is
the Constitution of the United States.
We know that we have an amendment
in there which deals specifically with
the question of guns, the Second
Amendment, which says: ‘“A well regu-
lated Militia, being necessary to the
security of a free State, the right of
the people to keep and bear Arms, shall
not be infringed.”

That is the Second Amendment.

0 1700

Now, some people would have us be-
lieve that, because of the Second
Amendment, there is nothing that we
can do about the problem of gun vio-
lence. If you remember nothing else
about what I am about to say, please
remember this: this is demonstrably,
absolutely, categorically false, and we
know it is false because the Supreme
Court has told us that it is false.

In its 2008 decision in District of Co-
lumbia v. Heller, the Supreme Court
adopted the individual rights view of
the Second Amendment. There was a
contest between those who said, no,
you only have a right to bear arms in
connection with militia service versus
those who said that it is an individual
right. The individual right won in a 5-
4 decision.

But in the course of making that 54
decision, the majority on the Supreme
Court agreed, readily, that the right to
bear arms is one that can be condi-
tioned on all kinds of regulation by the
government. That is true of all of the
rights in the Bill of Rights.

Think about the First Amendment,
which guarantees all of us the right to
speak. You have a right to go protest
across the street from the White
House, but do you have the right to go
protest across the street from the
White House at 2 in the morning with
20,000 people without getting a permit?
Of course, you do not.

The Supreme Court has said that the
exercise of First Amendment rights is
conditioned by reasonable time, place,
and manner restrictions. And in the
same sense, the Second Amendment
right to keep and to bear arms is condi-
tioned on reasonable time, place, man-
ner, and use restrictions by the govern-
ment. We know that to be the case.
The Supreme Court told us that in
Heller.

In Heller, the Court said everybody
has a right to the possession of a hand-
gun for purposes of self-defense;
everybody’s got a right to a rifle for
purposes of hunting and recreation.
But nobody’s got a right to possess a
machine gun, even though someone
might describe it as an arm; nobody’s
got a right to possess a sawed-off shot-
gun, much less does anybody have a
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right to access a weapon without going
through a background check, without
going through the government’s policy
for determining that you are not going
to be a danger to yourself or to other
people. The Supreme Court was very
clear about that.

Those people who were out there say-
ing, ‘“We can’t allow any gun safety
regulation or we are going to lose the
right to have guns, our guns are going
to be taken away,” are engaging in a
knowing falsehood. There is no way
that the guns of the people of Amer-
ica—the hundreds of millions of guns
that are out there—could be con-
fiscated. They can’t be confiscated.

People have a right to them for pur-
poses of self-defense and for purposes of
hunting and recreation, but it doesn’t
give you a right to an AR-15. It doesn’t
give you a right to carry weapons of
war into public schools and into movie
theaters and into public places, and it
does not give you the right to access
guns without a background check, yet
that is precisely what the law is today.
We have a huge gaping loophole where
terrorists can go to a gun show and
simply buy a gun without any back-
ground check at all.

Now, here is the good news that peo-
ple want to keep from you. We have
great news, America. Mr. Speaker, we
know there is good news, and here is
the good news.

We have a consensus about what to
do in America, starting with a uni-
versal criminal and mental background
check, supported by, no longer, 95 per-
cent of the American people. In the
wake of the Parkland massacre, it is 97
percent of the people who think that
you should not be able to access a
weapon without first passing a back-
ground check.

That is the vast majority of the peo-
ple, maybe almost a unanimous verdict
by the American people. Almost every-
body believes that we need to close the
gun show loophole, we need to close the
internet gun sale loophole, we need to
close the T7-Eleven parking lot loop-
hole, and we need to close the loophole
that would allow criminals and gang-
sters and terrorists to go to a gun show
and purchase a gun. Ninety-seven per-
cent of the American people agree with
that.

Sixty-seven percent of the American
people agree with the call of the young
people who survived the massacre in
Parkland, which took the lives of 17
students and teachers, the call for a
ban on assault weapons. Sixty-seven
percent of the American people, more
than two-thirds of the American peo-
ple, agree with a ban on the sale of
military-style assault weapons.

And 75 percent of the American peo-
ple say that Congress must be acting to
reduce gun violence. So we have a con-
sensus over what to do.

But what is happening now?

Well, I serve on the House Judiciary
Committee, Mr. Speaker, and we had a
vote today that had nothing to do with
guns. It was about collecting data on
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