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on to earn 18 military awards, includ-
ing the Defense Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Purple Heart, the Army 
Commendation Medal, and the Army 
Achievement Medal. 

First Sergeant McKenna is remem-
bered at each of his duty stations for 
his intense work ethic, strong atten-
tion to detail, commitment to excel-
lence, quick sense of humor, and infec-
tious smile. To this day, former team 
leaders and fellow servicemembers 
praise his motivation, leadership, and 
ability to bring out the best in the peo-
ple around him. 

Of the countless stories I could tell 
that exemplify these values in Ser-
geant McKenna, there is one that 
stands out. 

In 2011, Master Sergeant Chris 
Corbin, a fellow Green Beret, was 
forced to undergo a double amputation 
on both legs after stepping on a hidden 
IED in Afghanistan. During a months- 
long recovery process at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center, 
First Sergeant McKenna would make 
the 5-hour drive from Fort Bragg, lo-
cated in North Carolina, to visit Mas-
ter Sergeant Corbin, sometimes spend-
ing multiple days or even weeks at his 
bedside. Master Sergeant Corbin would 
later go on to credit Sergeant McKen-
na’s reliability and motivation for get-
ting him through his recovery. 

This same selfless devotion to his fel-
low servicemembers was, of course, not 
a first for Sergeant McKenna, and it 
would not be his last in a decorated life 
that was ended far too soon. 

He was stationed at Camp Integrity 
in Kabul, Afghanistan, in August of 
2015 when Taliban soldiers exploded a 
car bomb outside the gates of the com-
pound in the middle of the night. Four 
heavily armed insurgents opened fire 
on security contractors guarding the 
Special Forces complex, killing eight 
guards and breaching the facility. Ser-
geant McKenna was messaging with his 
mother at the time, and her last mes-
sage to her son went unanswered. 

After hearing an explosion and gun-
shots, he immediately grabbed his 
weapon and proceeded to engage the 
enemy alongside fellow Green Beret, 
Master Sergeant George Vera. 
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During the ensuing firefight, First 
Sergeant McKenna lost his life and 
Master Sergeant Vera suffered critical 
wounds to his spine, kidney, liver, and 
leg. 

Their decision to charge into the 
fight without hesitation and regard for 
their own safety likely prevented the 
deaths of many, many soldiers sta-
tioned at that base. 

First Sergeant McKenna’s bravery 
and his ultimate sacrifice allowed sup-
porting personnel to eliminate the 
Taliban attack and secure the complex. 

First Sergeant McKenna was post-
humously awarded the Silver Star for 
Valor in Combat, the Nation’s third 
highest decoration for valor, for his 
courageous and lifesaving actions. 

He was fearless. He was heroic. He 
represented the very highest examples 
of service, duty, and sacrifice through-
out his career and on this fateful day. 
However, in the words of his friend, 
Master Sergeant Corbin: ‘‘That’s just 
Drew. There’s dozens of times he’s done 
stuff like that.’’ 

First Sergeant McKenna was laid to 
rest in St. Mary’s Cemetery in Bristol 
next to his brother, Patrick, who 
passed away in 2005. 

He is survived by his mother and fa-
ther, whom I had the honor of hosting 
for President Obama’s final State of 
the Union Address. 

The First Sergeant P. Andrew 
McKenna, Jr., Memorial Scholarship 
Fund, set up in his memory, awards 
$6,000 in scholarships every year to 
Rhode Island high school students 
planning to attend college or serve in 
the Armed Forces. 

Andrew McKenna was a true Amer-
ican hero who embodied the very best 
of Rhode Island values. 

His patriotism, loyalty, and sense of 
shared purpose were reflections of his 
strong character and the values he 
learned growing up in Bristol. 

I consider myself fortunate to have 
met First Sergeant McKenna in 2015 at 
the Bristol Fourth of July parade and 
for my continued relationship with his 
wonderful family. 

I am proud to lead the effort here in 
Congress to honor First Sergeant 
McKenna’s legacy that means so much 
to his family, his friends, the town of 
Bristol, and the State of Rhode Island. 

Mr. Speaker, I extend my gratitude 
to Chairman GOWDY and Ranking Mem-
ber CUMMINGS for their support of this 
bill, as well as my good friend and co-
sponsor of this bill, Congressman JIM 
LANGEVIN. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues 
for their courtesy and urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. LAN-
GEVIN), my good friend. 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to begin by com-
mending my colleague from the First 
Congressional District of Rhode Island, 
Mr. CICILLINE, for sponsoring this bill 
in the first place. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor a 
Rhode Island hero and to support the 
designation of the United States Postal 
Service facility at 515 Hope Street in 
Bristol, Rhode Island, as the First Ser-
geant P. Andrew McKenna Jr. Post Of-
fice. 

First Sergeant McKenna had served 
with distinction for 17 years when he 
was killed on August 7, 2015, during an 
insurgent attack on Camp Integrity in 
Afghanistan. 

That previous summer, I had the 
privilege of meeting First Sergeant 
McKenna at the Bristol Fourth of July 
parade. 

Mr. Speaker, he was only 35 years 
old, and he died running toward incom-
ing fire, saving the lives of his fellow 
soldiers. 

A member of the 1st Battalion, 7th 
Special Forces Group out of Eglin Air 
Force Base, First Sergeant McKenna 
saw six deployments, five to Afghani-
stan and one to Iraq, and his extraor-
dinary service was recognized through-
out. 

Among his many medals are five 
Bronze Stars, one of which was award-
ed with a valor device for his actions 
during a mission that resulted in the 
death of a senior Taliban commander. 

Following First Sergeant McKenna’s 
death, he was awarded a Purple Heart 
and Silver Star, decorations he richly 
deserved. 

In my time as ranking member of the 
Committee on Armed Services Sub-
committee on Emerging Threats and 
Capabilities, I have heard the stories of 
many of our special operators and the 
heroic deeds they perform to keep us 
safe here at home. They are the con-
summate quiet professionals, never far 
from danger, yet shying away from the 
spotlight. 

First Sergeant McKenna was ‘‘the 
best of us,’’ his fellow Green Beret, Ser-
geant First Class Tim Kennedy, re-
marked. 

He gave his life for his country, and 
naming the post office at 515 Hope 
Street in his honor is just a small way 
that we can thank him for his remark-
able service and ensure that his mem-
ory lives on. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I want to thank 
my colleague, Mr. CICILLINE, and our 
two Senators, JACK REED and SHELDON 
WHITEHOUSE, for coming together to 
offer this legislation. 

First Sergeant McKenna has made 
his parents, Peter and Carol McKenna, 
his friends, the town of Bristol, and the 
entire State of Rhode Island extraor-
dinarily proud. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in honoring his courage, his 
service, and his sacrifice today. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further speakers. I urge passage of H.R. 
4685, and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
adoption of the bill, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. 
PALMER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4685. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

POLICE OFFICER SCOTT BASHIOUM 
POST OFFICE BUILDING 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(S. 831) to designate the facility of the 
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United States Postal Service located at 
120 West Pike Street in Canonsburg, 
Pennsylvania, as the ‘‘Police Officer 
Scott Bashioum Post Office Building’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 831 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. POLICE OFFICER SCOTT BASHIOUM 

POST OFFICE BUILDING. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 120 
West Pike Street in Canonsburg, Pennsyl-
vania, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘Police Officer Scott Bashioum Post Office 
Building’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Police Officer Scott 
Bashioum Post Office Building’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. PALMER) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Alabama. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of S. 831, introduced by the Senator 
from Pennsylvania, PAT TOOMEY. 

The bill would name the U.S. Post 
Office at 120 West Pike Street in 
Canonsburg, Pennsylvania, in honor of 
Police Officer Scott Bashioum. 

Officer Bashioum served 29 years in 
the United States Air Force, retiring 
as a senior master sergeant. 

During his service in the Air Force, 
Officer Bashioum served in the Persian 
Gulf war, Operation Enduring Free-
dom, Operation Iraqi Freedom, and was 
part of the recovery effort in the after-
math of Hurricane Wilma. 

After retiring, Officer Bashioum be-
came a police officer for the 
Canonsburg community. 

On November 10, 2016, he was shot 
and killed while responding to a do-
mestic violence call. 

I thank Senator TOOMEY for intro-
ducing this bill to pay tribute to the 
life and sacrifice of Officer Bashioum. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I reserve the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to also 
join my colleagues in consideration of 
S. 831, a bill to designate the facility of 
the U.S. Postal Service located at 120 
West Pike Street in Canonsburg, Penn-

sylvania, as the Police Officer Scott 
Bashioum Post Office Building. 

Scott Leslie Bashioum was born in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and joined 
the U.S. Air Force in June of 1996, as a 
member of the 911th Airlift Wing’s 
Civil Engineering Squadron. Scott 
served in both Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

Following 29 years of service in the 
Air Force, Senior Master Sergeant 
Bashioum became a full-time police of-
ficer in the Canonsburg community. 

On November 10, 2016, Officer 
Bashioum was killed in service to his 
community while responding to a do-
mestic violence call. 

Mr. Speaker, we should pass this bill 
to commemorate the life of public serv-
ice lived by Officer Scott Bashioum 
and honor his memory. I urge the pas-
sage of S. 831, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I urge 
adoption of the bill, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. 
PALMER) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, S. 831. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

U.S. NAVY SEAMAN DAKOTA KYLE 
RIGSBY POST OFFICE 

Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 3183) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo-
cated at 13683 James Madison Highway 
in Palmyra, Virginia, as the ‘‘U.S. 
Navy Seaman Dakota Kyle Rigsby Post 
Office’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3183 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. U.S. NAVY SEAMAN DAKOTA KYLE 

RIGSBY POST OFFICE. 
(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 13683 
James Madison Highway in Palmyra, Vir-
ginia, shall be known and designated as the 
‘‘U.S. Navy Seaman Dakota Kyle Rigsby 
Post Office’’. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘U.S. Navy Seaman Da-
kota Kyle Rigsby Post Office’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. PALMER) and the gen-
tleman from Missouri (Mr. CLAY) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Alabama. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 

may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Alabama? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. PALMER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 3183, introduced by the gen-
tleman from Virginia, Representative 
TOM GARRETT. 

H.R. 3183 names the post office at 
13683 James Madison Highway in Pal-
myra, Virginia, after U.S. Navy Sea-
man Apprentice Dakota Kyle Rigsby. 

Seaman Rigsby tragically lost his 
life on June 17, 2017, as the result of a 
naval accident while serving on the 
USS Fitzgerald. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. GARRETT) to hear more 
about Seaman Rigsby’s life and service. 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Alabama for yield-
ing and the gentleman from Missouri. 

The Bible says: Greater love hath no 
man than this, to lay down his life for 
his brothers and sisters. 

On September 12, 1997, a little boy 
was born to a hardworking couple and 
named Dakota Kyle Rigsby. 

Dakota’s father served in the mili-
tary, and this would influence Dakota’s 
decision to one day follow in his fa-
ther’s footsteps and also serve this 
great Nation. 

Every young man and woman, and 
every parent who kisses a child good- 
bye, understands that the potential 
price for such a decision is to make the 
ultimate sacrifice for something that 
is bigger and greater than yourself, and 
on June 17, 2017, Dakota Kyle Rigsby 
did just that, along with six colleagues: 
Yeoman 3rd Class Shingo Alexander 
Douglass; Sonar Technician 3rd Class 
Ngoc Truong Huynh; Gunners Mate 2nd 
Class Noe Hernandez; Fire Controlman 
2nd Class Carlos Victor Ganzon 
Sibayan; Personnel Specialist 1st Class 
Xavier Alec Martin; and Fire 
Controlman 1st Class Gary Leo Rehm, 
Jr. 

I often joke that the United States is 
the worst country in the world except 
for all the others. 

When a slave owner named Jefferson 
articulated an idea for the world that 
all people were created equal, it hark-
ens to the preamble to the Constitu-
tion that gives us not a perfect union, 
but asks us to work towards a more 
perfect union, which means that there 
is always work to be done. 

Mr. Speaker, this work is invariably 
done in most instances by women and 
men whose names we will never know. 
So we carry this bill so that one of 
those heroes upon the backs of whom 
our Nation is built will be remembered, 
even if only in a small place in a small 
way, for sacrificing every single one of 
his tomorrows to help us continue to 
be free. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:54 Mar 06, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K05MR7.019 H05MRPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-08T10:36:06-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




