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marshal, but this year, Mr. Kenny was 
the only person nominated, a testa-
ment to the support and respect he 
maintains throughout Savannah. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that Mr. Kenny 
will do a great job with this year’s fes-
tivities, and I look forward to the cele-
bration. 

f 

SNAP PROVIDES FOOD SECURITY 

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, for 40 
years, Congress has funded the bipar-
tisan Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program. 

For close to 42 million Americans, 
SNAP provides food security and the 
freedom to choose what you want to 
eat, from fresh fruits and vegetables to 
milk and meat, to sandwich bread and 
even ice cream sandwiches. 

But last week, the Trump adminis-
tration released a budget proposal that 
would gut this critical lifeline by a 
third and completely change what food 
they get and how they get it. 

Instead of being able to go to the 
store and select fresh food at the super-
market, the corner market, the rural 
market, or even the farmer’s market, 
half the benefits would now come in a 
periodic delivery of a cardboard box 
filled with cheap peanut butter, canned 
goods, uncooked pasta, dry cereal, and 
something called shelf-stable milk. 

I get that we want to get people who 
can work to work, but on the central 
coast of California, 63,000 people rely 
on over $127 million worth of SNAP 
benefits to meet their own family’s 
needs. 

Those same benefits provide local 
businesses with over $227 million in 
economic activity. That is why the ad-
ministration’s proposal to change 
SNAP won’t work for the families and 
the store owners that I represent, and 
it will not work for many of the Ameri-
cans that you represent. 

f 

BIPARTISAN SOLUTIONS TO 
REVISE FISA PROCESS 

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, in the 
United States of America, cash at a po-
litical party should never be convert-
ible to a warrant to spy on American 
citizens. 

Because I expect Republicans and 
Democrats will both be empowered at 
some point in the future, we should be 
looking for bipartisan solutions to re-
vise the FISA process so that what 
happened to President Trump never 
happens to a future American Presi-
dent. 

I went looking for solutions, and I 
found that, in 2013, the gentleman from 
California, the ranking member of the 
Intelligence Committee, wanted to give 

the President of the United States the 
power to appoint FISA judges. He ar-
gued that then judges would be more 
ideologically diverse. They would come 
from different areas in the United 
States, and they would be subject to 
Senate confirmation. 

Today, I filed that legislation, and I 
would encourage the gentleman from 
California to join me as a cosponsor so 
that we could advance bipartisan legis-
lation to improve the FISA process, be-
cause, Mr. Speaker, if it was good 
enough to give President Obama these 
powers, it is good enough to give Presi-
dent Trump these powers. 

f 

MAKING ENDING GUN VIOLENCE A 
PRIORITY 

(Ms. JUDY CHU of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, we don’t want to go to school 
in a prison. That was the message I 
heard today from five incredible stu-
dents from Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, Florida. 

As they get ready for their school to 
reopen, what kind of school will we be 
sending them and all of our children 
back to? It should not be one of armed 
teachers. They should be there to 
teach. What they need are real solu-
tions. 

Military-style assault weapons and 
high-capacity magazines are designed 
for the sole purpose of killing as many 
people as possible. They have no place 
on our streets. 

No matter what gun you are buying, 
nobody should be able to complete a 
purchase without clearing a back-
ground check. That is common sense. 

But Republicans are refusing to act 
because the NRA and gun manufactur-
ers value profits over safety. That is 
not right. 

The students told me today that they 
want to make ending gun violence a 
priority for their generation, and that 
means acting today. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ALAN 
WILLIAMSON OF GREENE, NEW 
YORK 
(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Alan Williamson 
from Greene, New York, in New York’s 
22nd District. 

Alan Williamson is a true craftsman 
who keeps history and tradition alive 
through his business ventures in 
Greene. Each of his businesses is in-
spired by trades that are slowly becom-
ing a lost art in our country. 

Alan runs an antique sawmill, a shin-
gle machine, a shoelace business, a 
rope-making business, and a broom- 
making business. 

Alan recently created a one-of-a-kind 
broom for President Trump. It is alter-

nating red and white, with stars 
wrapped up the handle. The ‘‘Presi-
dential Broom’’ is fitted perfectly in-
side a wooden and glass case that Alan 
also crafted. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish Alan the best of 
luck and hope that his beautiful, patri-
otic, and handcrafted broom makes it 
to the White House. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF REGINA 
FARR ROSS 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of Ms. Regina 
Farr Ross, lovingly known in her North 
Side, Fort Worth community as Big 
Mama. 

Ms. Ross was born in Fort Worth, 
Texas, on the Fourth of July in 1914 in 
Stick Town, which was a Fort Worth 
neighborhood. She attended Ninth 
Ward Elementary School and grad-
uated from historic I.M. Terrell High 
School in Fort Worth. 

She worked as a dishwasher and a 
general helper for several restaurants, 
including the famous Pig Stand drive- 
in, the Farmer’s Daughter, and the 
Cattlemen’s Steakhouse in the stock-
yards, where she spent 39 years and re-
tired at the age of 80. 

Ms. Ross was active in the commu-
nity and volunteered her time to teach 
young children how to read, and on her 
birthday, every Independence Day, she 
had a huge party on Prospect Avenue 
in the North Side near the stockyards 
for everybody to come out and cele-
brate. 

Through her membership with the 
Association of Community Organiza-
tions for Reform Now, she traveled 
across the East Coast advocating for 
lower utility rates for senior citizens. 

On Wednesday, January 31, Ms. Ross 
passed away at her home at the age of 
103. She is survived by five daughters, 
two sons, hundreds of grand-, great-, 
great-great-, and great-great-great- 
grandchildren. 

I know the Fort Worth community 
will miss seeing Big Mama from her 
porch, waving to every passerby while 
she sits in her favorite chair. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO REVEREND 
BILLY GRAHAM 

(Mr. ARRINGTON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the life and leg-
acy of Reverend Billy Graham. He was 
America’s pastor. He was a humble 
man, and he devoted his life to helping 
people of all backgrounds discover the 
true peace and joy found in the life of 
service to Jesus Christ. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a lot of prob-
lems to solve in this country, much of 
which are too deep for mere legisla-
tion. We need prayer more than we 
need policy solutions. We need repent-
ance more than we need reform. 
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Mr. Speaker, we need God more than 

we need government. Billy Graham un-
derstood that. 

We need more of what Billy Graham 
talked about for six decades, that sim-
ple story that God so loved the world 
that He gave His only son to die for us, 
and that if we believed that, we would 
have eternal life with Him. That is 
what we need. 

Thank God for Billy Graham. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF BRIAN 
FRASER 

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to remember the life of Brian Fra-
ser, who attended the Route 91 Festival 
in Las Vegas on October 1. 

Brian loved adventures. He enjoyed 
hunting, deep-sea fishing, 
snowboarding, and above all, attending 
the sporting events of his four kids. 
When he wasn’t working as the vice 
president of sales at Greenpath, he was 
out flying a plane with his newly 
earned pilot’s license. 

Brian was known for being willing to 
help anyone and everyone. He loved 
giving back to the community and 
acted as a mentor for so many. He will 
be remembered for his love and passion 
for his children and family. 

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Brian Fraser’s family and 
friends. Please know that the city of 
Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and 
the entire country grieve with you. 

f 

THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF 
REVEREND BILLY GRAHAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FITZPATRICK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
HULTGREN) is recognized for 60 minutes 
as the designee of the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the topic of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, to-

night, the U.S. House is joining to-
gether to begin honoring a man known 
worldwide but who embodied the hu-
mility of who Christ called the poor in 
spirit, Reverend Billy Graham. 

Tomorrow, Reverend Billy Graham 
will be just the fourth person in the 
history of this great country to be laid 
in honor in the United States Capitol. 
But tonight, we want to briefly try to 
describe the life of this man, his min-
istry, his impact on the Nation and on 
the world, the impact he has had on all 
of our lives. 

I am so grateful for the outpouring of 
support from my many colleagues who 
are wanting to join tonight to remem-
ber and to celebrate the amazing life of 
Billy Graham. I want to get to my col-
leagues immediately, and then hope-
fully have a couple minutes to wrap up 
at the end of this hour. 

I want to first yield to my good 
friend, the gentleman from Alabama 
(Mr. ADERHOLT) to share with us. 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank my colleague from Illinois 
(Mr. HULTGREN) for arranging this op-
portunity for us to remember the life 
and legacy of Dr. Billy Graham, al-
though I have to say it is not an easy 
task to find words that sum up his life, 
not because Billy Graham is not wor-
thy, but because words and a few sen-
tences seem incapable of describing a 
life that had such a large impact on, 
literally, the entire world. 

I had the great opportunity to meet 
Dr. Graham just a few feet from here 
several years ago at one of the many 
Presidential inaugurations he at-
tended. 

b 1830 
While I only had that chance to meet 

him one time, Billy Graham was one of 
those people whom you felt like you 
knew. His honesty and his openness in 
preaching the gospel made him seem 
like a close, personal friend. 

I have fond memories growing up in 
my hometown of Haleyville, Alabama, 
of being at my grandparents’ home, 
and if a Billy Graham Crusade was 
being televised, you can rest assured 
that we were watching it around their 
television, regardless of what was on 
the other networks. 

He was very clear in how he pre-
sented the gospel, that whosoever be-
lieveth in the son would have eternal 
life. 

He will be greatly missed by a world 
that desperately needs more people 
like Billy Graham, but we can take 
great comfort in knowing that he has 
now made it home with his Maker. 

Author James Allan Francis, in writ-
ing about the impact of Jesus Christ on 
the world, wrote this: ‘‘All the armies 
that ever marched, all the navies that 
were ever built; all the parliaments 
that ever sat and all the kings that 
ever reigned, put together, have not af-
fected the life of man upon this Earth 
as powerfully as has that one solitary 
life.’’ 

That one solitary life, of course, is of 
Jesus Christ, who brought salvation to 
the world through faith in Him and in 
Him alone. 

While no one could ever come close 
to having an impact on the world like 
Christ did, I believe the late Billy Gra-
ham was one of those great mes-
sengers, probably the best that we have 
seen any time in recent history, and he 
will long be remembered for the mes-
sage that he gave about a personal sal-
vation in Jesus Christ. 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
JODY B. HICE). 

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, what an honor it is to like-
wise stand. 

I remember the first live crusade I 
ever went to where Billy Graham was 
there in Atlanta in the early 1970s. As 
a young pastor and as a pastor for al-
most 20 years, I likewise had the oppor-
tunity to meet him. As a young pastor, 
he signed a Bible for me, which today 
still remains a treasure. 

But what we don’t need to forget is 
the message that he gave us. It is the 
message of Scripture. It is the message 
of God. It is a message that talks about 
all of us and our condition, that we are 
sinful, that we are separated from God, 
that we have committed things that 
separate us eternally unless they are 
dealt with. 

That gospel message from the Scrip-
ture that Billy Graham so eloquently 
shared was that God loves us, and He 
gave His son to die in our stead. 

I noticed the other day we are told 
that archeologists may have found the 
signature of the Old Testament prophet 
Isaiah. When I thought of that, I actu-
ally thought of Billy Graham and how 
he would have taken that Isaiah pas-
sage in chapter 53 and made a gospel 
message from the Old Testament 
prophet, where he said in chapter 53 
that all of us, like sheep, have gone 
astray, that every one has gone his own 
way. Yet God has laid on him the iniq-
uity of us all. 

Here we are, and here is our sin. Here 
comes Christ without sin, and God laid 
on Him the iniquity of us all. 

As much as we remember Billy Gra-
ham these days, let us never forget the 
importance of his message and never 
forget the message. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues 
and I urge America to hear the gospel 
message and to respond in faith to the 
love and the grace of God through 
Jesus Christ that Billy Graham so pow-
erfully presented to all of us. 

Mr. HULTGREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. PITTENGER). 

Mr. PITTENGER. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Mr. HULTGREN for assembling 
this great group together. We treasure 
this opportunity to honor Dr. Billy 
Graham. Each of us has a special mem-
ory of Billy Graham. 

I can recall having graduated from 
college, my first job was with Campus 
Crusade for Christ. I lived in Dallas, 
Texas, to prepare for a big meeting, a 
convocation that brought 84,000 young 
people. I was asked in 1971 if I would 
like to caddy for Billy Graham. He was 
playing in the Byron Nelson Golf Clas-
sic with Arnold Palmer, Bob Hope, and 
Byron Nelson. I can assure you we 
chased golf balls all over the golf 
course. It was a great occasion. 

But what I saw as a young believer in 
Christ—I had come to Christ in my sen-
ior year in college—I saw a man who 
looked you in the eye. He didn’t look 
at his watch. He cared about people. 
Billy Graham didn’t walk over people 
to reach the world. He understood the 
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