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working conditions, wages, healthcare,
and retirement security and safety
that are given not just to union mem-
bers, but to everyone in the workplace
covered by the contract.

I saw this firsthand, Mr. Speaker, as
a member of the Graduate Assistants
United union when I was in graduate
school and I attended the University of
Florida. Graduate assistants are the
lowest rung on the ladder at colleges
and universities, but are a linchpin to
the success of educating college stu-
dents. Having a union to fight for our
wages was a key to being treated fairly
by our university.

Public sector unions have also played
a vital role in providing economic op-
portunity for women and people of
color. Given that all workers covered
by a contract gain the benefits of union
negotiations, it has been standard
practice that all workers governed by
the contract contribute their fair share
to the cost of organizing, through
union dues paid by union members and
fair share fees by workers who choose
not to join the union. Fair share fees
don’t pay for any political activities,
just the collective bargaining activi-
ties that directly benefit everyone.

We need to make sure that we con-
tinue to stand up for workers and for
the middle class. I am hopeful that the
Supreme Court will not side with the
plaintiffs in this case.

———

RECOGNIZING THE WEISS SCHOOL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MAST) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize The Weiss School, a K-8th
grade school in Florida, whose students
designed the WeissSat-1 satellite se-
lected by NASA to be launched into
space.

I have had the opportunity to meet a
number of these incredible students.
They devote themselves fully to the
pursuit of knowledge. Some of them re-
marked to me that the worst part
about school was that they had to
leave at the end of the day and they
wished that there were apartments
there. I think that speaks to the in-
credible high quality of their teachers
and the faculty in that institution of
learning.

The WeissSat-1 was selected for its
outstanding design and scientific im-
portance, as part of NASA’s CubeSat
Launch Initiative, an excellent pro-
gram that, unfortunately, has a very
uncertain future. The CubeSat Launch
Initiative was established in 2008 as a
mutually beneficial program to spur
innovation in the STEM community
and simultaneously advance NASA
missions.

Since its inception, NASA has se-
lected 149 CubeSats, built by 85 organi-
zations across 38 States, and they have
launched 58 of these CubeSats to date,
all of them at a fraction of the cost of
developing satellites in-house.

NASA’s Office of Education is cur-
rently being restructured and the fu-
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ture of the CubeSat program is in jeop-
ardy.
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Students and teachers from the Weiss
School are in the House gallery today
to witness the introduction of a resolu-
tion that they themselves helped to
write.

The WeissSat-I resolution that I will
introduce today with bipartisan sup-
port from my Florida colleagues will
raise awareness of the CubeSat Launch
Initiative and encourage continuance
of the program as NASA reorganizes
their Office of Education.

I would like to thank the students of
the Weiss School for their dedication,
their faculty, their teachers for their
work in helping their students to reach
the highest and fullest potential that
any students could reach.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded that it is not in
order to refer to or introduce occu-
pants in the gallery.

———

KEEP YOUR WORD, MR.
PRESIDENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 1 minute.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today as a liberated Democrat
with one request: I ask that the most
powerful man in the world, the Presi-
dent of the United States of America,
keep his word.

Keep your word, Mr. President. You
have indicated that no one under the
age of 21 should be able to buy an as-
sault-type weapon.

Keep your word, Mr. President. Don’t
allow the NRA to veto your word. You
are the most powerful man in the
world.

Keep your word, Mr. President. Stay
with those young people who have
issued a clarion call to this country to
do something about the killing that is
taking place on our school campuses.
These are children who are dying.

Keep your word, Mr. President.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

————

PROVIDING SAFE AND NUTRI-
TIOUS FOOD TO THOSE IN NEED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this morning I had the
privilege of addressing more than 1,200
advocates who were in Washington this
week for the National Anti-Hunger
Policy Conference.

As chairman of the House Committee
on Agriculture Subcommittee on Nu-
trition, I am grateful for the work
these groups do to alleviate hunger and
ensure that people have access to nu-
tritious food.

The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program and other Federal nutri-
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tion programs are vital to ensuring
that all Americans have healthy foods
within reach, whether low-income pop-
ulations, the elderly, or those living in
areas with strained access to nutri-
tious food.

SNAP, as well as the USDA’s com-
modity distribution programs, support
agriculture and lessen the effects of
poverty on our most vulnerable citi-
zZens.

In advance of the next farm bill, we
will continue to identify ways to work
alongside State and local organizations
to help provide safe and nutritious food
for those who need it most.

Mr. Speaker, a healthy diet for many
Americans may have nothing to do
with commitment, but rather accessi-
bility. Limited access to supermarkets
and grocery stores with fresh, nutri-
tious food can be a challenge in both
rural and urban communities. These
are called ‘““food deserts.”

This is a particular concern for
SNAP, which intends to provide nutri-
tion to millions of Americans.

According to the USDA, to qualify as
a low-access community, at least 500
people, or at least 33 percent of the
population, must reside more than 1
mile from a supermarket or a large
grocery store. For rural areas, the dis-
tance is more than 10 miles.

It is difficult to eat healthy when the
easiest store to get to primarily pro-
vides packaged and processed food.
SNAP recipients may find a local mar-
ket convenient, but it offers high-cal-
orie foods with minimal nutrition
value. These foods can often be a staple
for families with limited resources.

It is my hope that we can redouble
our efforts to increase access to fresh
foods for communities throughout the
country.

No one in America, Mr. Speaker,
should go hungry, and everyone de-
serves a full shot at living a full,
healthy, and productive life.

Through strong policy and the advo-
cacy of our Nation’s antihunger and
antipoverty groups, we truly can work
to end hunger once and for all.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 49
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
11 a.m.

———

PRAYER

Chaplain Robert Vick, American Le-
gion National Chaplain, New Port
Richey, Florida, offered the following
prayer:
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Almighty God, our Father, we hum-
bly ask Your blessings on our govern-
ment and all our representatives gath-
ered here today. We humbly ask Your
blessing, Your wisdom, and protection
for our country and for our flag, the
symbol of our freedom and our home.
Keep us always aware of the heritage
which is ours and the freedom and op-
portunities we enjoy as Americans.

As we bow before You, may we pledge
anew in our hearts and on our lips to
preserve this country, its citizens, and
our way of life. May we continue our
commitment to You and to our fellow
man. May we not take that small step
from tolerance to tyranny in our delib-
erations.

May we Kkeep foremost in our
thoughts the welfare and the success of
our great Nation and work together to
solve our differences. May we emulate
the great men and women of the past,
who, through sacrifice, purchased our
freedoms. Aid us to commit ourselves
to preserving them.

I pray this prayer in the name of
God, before whom every knee shall ul-
timately bow and every tongue confess
that You are Lord and God.

Amen. And amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. GIANFORTE led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING CHAPLAIN ROBERT
VICK

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. BILI-
RAKIS) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce a constituent, a
true American hero. What an honor it
is to introduce Chaplain Robert Vick,
who currently serves as the American
Legion National Chaplain.

Chaplain Vick lives in New Port
Richey, Florida, with his wife of 62
years. She is present today as well. To-
gether they have 4 sons, 10 grand-
children, and 16 great-grandchildren.

In addition to his commitment to his
family, the chaplain has a great love
for our country and a passion for serv-
ice. A Korean war-era veteran of the
U.S. Navy, Chaplain Vick has a distin-
guished record of service. He also has
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been a proud Legionnaire since 1983. 1
am also proud to say that he is a fam-
ily friend.

Saying that he feels called to use his
ministerial training to serve the spir-
itual needs of other veterans and their
families, Chaplain Vick was appointed
National Chaplain of the 2 million-
member American Legion last year.

Even as the U.S. Capitol prepares in
honoring another humble servant of
God tomorrow, the Reverend Billy Gra-
ham, I am proud that Chaplain Vick of-
fered this morning’s prayer in the U.S.
House.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAK-
ER PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
SIMPSON). The Chair will entertain up
to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

CUTTING TAPE FOR REC-
REATIONAL RODEO COMPETI-
TORS

(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight another example of
Federal overreach that threatens our
Montana and Western way of life. Un-
clear Federal regulations could force
millions of Americans who
recreationally compete in rodeos or
participate in other equestrian events
to get a commercial driver’s license.
But these are not folks competing for
their livelihoods. In a recent story in
the Billings Gazette, Andy Bolich, the
head coach for the Montana State Uni-
versity rodeo team, said: ‘“For the
most part, around Montana, I would
say rodeo is a hobby for most people.”

Yet Federal regulations could force
these rodeo participants to wade
through unnecessary, costly red tape
for their hobby. That is why I recently
led a letter which a bipartisan group of
26 colleagues signed, to the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration.
We urged the Department of Transpor-
tation to clarify how the CDL regula-
tions treat those who participate
recreationally in rodeo events.

Mr. Speaker, we must continue re-
forming, rolling back, and repealing
unnecessary regulations to protect our
Montana and Western way of life.

—————

SUPPORTING SNAP

(Ms. SCHAKOWSKY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker,
today is the Anti-Hunger Day of Ac-
tion, and I rise to support the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program,
or SNAP, which helps feed 40 million
Americans.

We live in the richest country in the
world, yet many Americans struggle to
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get nutritious food to feed their fami-
lies, including 1 out of 5 American chil-
dren. President Trump’s budget would
worsen the problem by cutting SNAP
by $213 billion over 10 years. The Presi-
dent’s proposal would also replace fam-
ilies’ flexible monthly SNAP benefits
with food boxes that contain no fresh
produce. It basically puts people on ra-
tions.

So I ask my Republican colleagues:
Did you really come to Congress to
take food out of the mouths of hungry
people, hungry children? Who are you?

Ending hunger in America is not a
matter of resources; it is a matter of
political will. We must invest in our
nutrition programs to make sure that
no one’s plate goes empty in America.

———————

AMERICAN LEGION STORMS THE
HILL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, the American Legion con-
venes in Washington this week for its
annual policy conference to meet with
Federal lawmakers.

The American Legion was chartered
and incorporated by Congress in 1919 as
a patriotic veterans organization de-
voted to mutual helpfulness. It is the
Nation’s largest wartime veterans serv-
ice organization, committed to men-
toring youth and sponsorship of whole-
some programs in our communities, ad-
vocating patriotism and honor, pro-
moting strong national security, and
continued devotion to servicemembers
and veterans.

Hundreds of local American Legion
programs and activities strengthen the
Nation one community at a time.
Whether it is connecting veterans
through sporting programs, honoring
fallen heroes through Legion Riders or
advocating for homeless veterans, the
American Legion plays a priceless role
in creating a sense of community
among veterans of all ages and service
periods.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the
American Legion. The Legionnaires
have a tremendous sense of obligation
to their community, their State, and
their Nation. They advocate honestly
for veterans in Washington, and I look
forward to meeting with my local Le-
gionnaires later today.

INTRODUCING THE GATEWAY AT
BUFFALO

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, yesterday we unveiled plans
for a new, state-of-the-art land port of
entry at the Peace Bridge in Buffalo,
New York.

Deploying the most advanced detec-
tion technology, the Gateway at Buf-
falo will improve national security and
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