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working people are standing up strong-
er than ever and will come back
stronger than ever.

———

PORT WIDENING AND DEEPENING

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
GIANFORTE). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr.
FARENTHOLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
applaud President Trump on including
$13 million for widening and deepening
the project at the Port of Corpus Chris-
ti in its fiscal year 2019 budget. Wid-
ening and deepening the port is critical
not only to the local economy in Cor-
pus Christi, but to the entire Nation.

While getting the funding in the
President’s budget is a huge victory, it
is still just an early step in a lengthy
process. Congress still needs to approve
and appropriate the funds for this
project over multiple years.

I encourage my colleagues in the
House and Senate to support this ap-
propriation and grow the Port of Cor-
pus Christi and our Nation’s energy
sector.

Corpus Christi is the Nation’s largest
port for energy exports, shipping out
crude oil, petroleum products, and
LNG. Widening the ship channel will
allow for two-way barge traffic, and
deepening it to 54 feet will allow for
larger ships to enter and exit the port,
creating more economic growth and
good jobs for American workers.

This project has been one of my top
priorities since coming to Congress in
2010 and will continue to be a priority
as long as I am here.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in sup-
porting this widening and deepening
project.

CELEBRATING 100TH BIRTHDAY OF JOHN MCCAIN

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, 1
suspect we all know Senator JOHN
McCAIN, but we should also know
World War II veteran John McCain
from Wharton, Texas, who just turned
100 years old.

Mr. McCain was born in Texas on
February 15, 1918. When he was just 7
years old, he joined the workforce
going door to door with his Shetland
pony circulating fliers for local busi-
nesses. In the years leading up to
World War II, he traveled to Los Ange-
les to learn to be a diesel mechanic and
then promptly enlisted in the Texas
National Guard, 36th Tank Company,
as a diesel mechanic. On January 16,
1941, he was deployed to Fort Benning.

Following the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor, McCain was deployed to
Hawaii. After we defeated the Japanese
Navy at the Battle of Midway,
McCain’s unit was moved to Fort
Chaffee before being deployed to Eu-
rope, where he and his unit swept
through southern Germany and eventu-
ally met the Russian Army in Czecho-
slovakia in 1945.

After the war, McCain worked for a
natural gas pipeline company in Lib-
erty, Texas, for 35 years. After retiring,
he moved back to his hometown of
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Wharton. During his retirement, he has
traveled by RV to all 48 continental
States and nine provinces in Canada.
He has also traveled the world, visiting
42 countries. He often says: When you
are 100 years old, you just go wherever
the wind blows you.

Mr. McCain, thank you for your serv-
ice to our country and to your commu-
nity. I hope you had a great 100th
birthday.

REMEMBERING JOE FULTON

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I
am here today to remember the life of
a great constituent and family friend,
Joe Fulton, who passed away recently
at the age of 83.

Joe not only lived in Corpus Christi,
but he helped shape the city’s skylines.
His projects, as a general contractor,
include the Art Museum of South
Texas; Texas State Aquarium; the
Bayfront Omni Hotel; Frost Bank
Tower; the Nueces County Courthouse;
the Hayden Head Terminal at the Cor-
pus Christi International Airport; and
Whataburger Field, home of the Corpus
Christi Hooks, just to name a few. Ful-
ton’s work received national attention,
when, in 1993, the Engineering News-
Record named his company, Fulton
Construction, one of the top contrac-
tors in the United States.

In addition to his work as a con-
tractor, Joe was a member of the Port
of Corpus Christi Commission from 1985
to 1998 and fought for the widening and
deepening of the port. He served as
chairman of the Port of Corpus Christi
Commission from 1991 to 1996. He was
also a board member of the Cullen/
Frost Bank, trustee and chairman of
the Driscoll Foundation, director of
the Texas State Historical Association,
chairman of the Greater Corpus Christi
Business Alliance, and president of the
Corpus Christi Tourist Bureau.

Joe’s impact on our community will
live on for a long time. We will miss
you, Joe.

———

JANUS V. AFSCME AND THE
IMPORTANCE OF UNIONS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ) for 5
minutes.

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr.
Speaker, I live in Broward County,
Florida, where the Marjory Stoneman
Douglas mass shooting tragedy took
place nearly 2 weeks ago.

I am here to talk about our teachers
and other public sector employees, but
I want to take a moment to make sure
that people within the sound of my
voice understand what is at stake here.
To hear the messages of these valiant
students, in the memories of their
friends whose lives were lost, their
teachers whose lives were lost, and also
on their own behalf as survivors. Their
message is clear that we need to make
sure that we are preventing weapons of
war from being in the hands of civil-
ians by banning assault-style rifles; by
banning high-capacity magazines; and
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by closing gun show loopholes, and
every other loophole, that exist today
on background checks so that we can
make sure that we take concrete steps
to prevent mass shootings from hap-
pening in this country, anywhere.

If anything else, their message is a
diversion tactic, whether it is more in-
vestment in mental health or arming
teachers. In particular, the idea that
we should put more guns into a school
environment is ludicrous to them.
Their teachers already did everything
they could to protect these children,
and some of them lost their lives. That
is unacceptable and something that we
need to come together to prevent.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend my
colleague, Congressman MAST, for tak-
ing a stand that was extremely dif-
ficult on banning assault weapons. I
know that is not politically popular for
me to do, but he deserves that credit,
so I thank him.

The Janus v. AFSCME case is a case
related to public sector unions. Simply
put, teachers and other employees
would be dealt a serious blow in terms
of their ability to organize, organize on
things like the conditions in a school
and how we can keep them safe, all the
way to wages and benefits.

Today, despite being more productive
than ever, we have Americans who
work longer hours for less money and
fewer benefits. While working people
continue to struggle, we have cor-
porate CEOs, whether they are the
CEOs of gun manufacturers or any
other corporation, who continue to use
their wealth to influence politicians
and rig the economic rules to benefit
the wealthy and the powerful at the ex-
pense of everyone else.

A major part of this effort is a dec-
ades-long attack on unions. Unions in-
crease the bargaining power of workers
by allowing them to negotiate collec-
tively, together, rather than individ-
ually with employers. Imagine how a
single or handful of employees would
do if they were trying to negotiate
with a major corporation for better
benefits and wages on their own. When
workers bargain collectively, employ-
ers have no choice but to work with
them to pay them higher wages and
offer more generous benefits and better
working conditions, like school safety.

Big corporations and their overpaid
CEOs don’t like paying higher wages
and offering generous benefits; so, as a
result, they don’t like unions. The lat-
est battle in the corporate war on
unions happened yesterday at the Su-
preme Court where the Justices heard
the Janus v. AFSCME case.

This goes after public sector unions
to continue the assault on all working
people. It is a blatantly political and
well-funded plot to use the highest
court in the land to further turn the
economic rules against the middle
class.

When teachers, nurses, police offi-
cers, firefighters, and other public serv-
ice workers are free to build strong
unions, they win benefits like better



H1274

working conditions, wages, healthcare,
and retirement security and safety
that are given not just to union mem-
bers, but to everyone in the workplace
covered by the contract.

I saw this firsthand, Mr. Speaker, as
a member of the Graduate Assistants
United union when I was in graduate
school and I attended the University of
Florida. Graduate assistants are the
lowest rung on the ladder at colleges
and universities, but are a linchpin to
the success of educating college stu-
dents. Having a union to fight for our
wages was a key to being treated fairly
by our university.

Public sector unions have also played
a vital role in providing economic op-
portunity for women and people of
color. Given that all workers covered
by a contract gain the benefits of union
negotiations, it has been standard
practice that all workers governed by
the contract contribute their fair share
to the cost of organizing, through
union dues paid by union members and
fair share fees by workers who choose
not to join the union. Fair share fees
don’t pay for any political activities,
just the collective bargaining activi-
ties that directly benefit everyone.

We need to make sure that we con-
tinue to stand up for workers and for
the middle class. I am hopeful that the
Supreme Court will not side with the
plaintiffs in this case.

———

RECOGNIZING THE WEISS SCHOOL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. MAST) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize The Weiss School, a K-8th
grade school in Florida, whose students
designed the WeissSat-1 satellite se-
lected by NASA to be launched into
space.

I have had the opportunity to meet a
number of these incredible students.
They devote themselves fully to the
pursuit of knowledge. Some of them re-
marked to me that the worst part
about school was that they had to
leave at the end of the day and they
wished that there were apartments
there. I think that speaks to the in-
credible high quality of their teachers
and the faculty in that institution of
learning.

The WeissSat-1 was selected for its
outstanding design and scientific im-
portance, as part of NASA’s CubeSat
Launch Initiative, an excellent pro-
gram that, unfortunately, has a very
uncertain future. The CubeSat Launch
Initiative was established in 2008 as a
mutually beneficial program to spur
innovation in the STEM community
and simultaneously advance NASA
missions.

Since its inception, NASA has se-
lected 149 CubeSats, built by 85 organi-
zations across 38 States, and they have
launched 58 of these CubeSats to date,
all of them at a fraction of the cost of
developing satellites in-house.

NASA’s Office of Education is cur-
rently being restructured and the fu-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

ture of the CubeSat program is in jeop-
ardy.
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Students and teachers from the Weiss
School are in the House gallery today
to witness the introduction of a resolu-
tion that they themselves helped to
write.

The WeissSat-I resolution that I will
introduce today with bipartisan sup-
port from my Florida colleagues will
raise awareness of the CubeSat Launch
Initiative and encourage continuance
of the program as NASA reorganizes
their Office of Education.

I would like to thank the students of
the Weiss School for their dedication,
their faculty, their teachers for their
work in helping their students to reach
the highest and fullest potential that
any students could reach.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded that it is not in
order to refer to or introduce occu-
pants in the gallery.

———

KEEP YOUR WORD, MR.
PRESIDENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 1 minute.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today as a liberated Democrat
with one request: I ask that the most
powerful man in the world, the Presi-
dent of the United States of America,
keep his word.

Keep your word, Mr. President. You
have indicated that no one under the
age of 21 should be able to buy an as-
sault-type weapon.

Keep your word, Mr. President. Don’t
allow the NRA to veto your word. You
are the most powerful man in the
world.

Keep your word, Mr. President. Stay
with those young people who have
issued a clarion call to this country to
do something about the killing that is
taking place on our school campuses.
These are children who are dying.

Keep your word, Mr. President.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair.

————

PROVIDING SAFE AND NUTRI-
TIOUS FOOD TO THOSE IN NEED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this morning I had the
privilege of addressing more than 1,200
advocates who were in Washington this
week for the National Anti-Hunger
Policy Conference.

As chairman of the House Committee
on Agriculture Subcommittee on Nu-
trition, I am grateful for the work
these groups do to alleviate hunger and
ensure that people have access to nu-
tritious food.

The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program and other Federal nutri-
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tion programs are vital to ensuring
that all Americans have healthy foods
within reach, whether low-income pop-
ulations, the elderly, or those living in
areas with strained access to nutri-
tious food.

SNAP, as well as the USDA’s com-
modity distribution programs, support
agriculture and lessen the effects of
poverty on our most vulnerable citi-
zZens.

In advance of the next farm bill, we
will continue to identify ways to work
alongside State and local organizations
to help provide safe and nutritious food
for those who need it most.

Mr. Speaker, a healthy diet for many
Americans may have nothing to do
with commitment, but rather accessi-
bility. Limited access to supermarkets
and grocery stores with fresh, nutri-
tious food can be a challenge in both
rural and urban communities. These
are called ‘““food deserts.”

This is a particular concern for
SNAP, which intends to provide nutri-
tion to millions of Americans.

According to the USDA, to qualify as
a low-access community, at least 500
people, or at least 33 percent of the
population, must reside more than 1
mile from a supermarket or a large
grocery store. For rural areas, the dis-
tance is more than 10 miles.

It is difficult to eat healthy when the
easiest store to get to primarily pro-
vides packaged and processed food.
SNAP recipients may find a local mar-
ket convenient, but it offers high-cal-
orie foods with minimal nutrition
value. These foods can often be a staple
for families with limited resources.

It is my hope that we can redouble
our efforts to increase access to fresh
foods for communities throughout the
country.

No one in America, Mr. Speaker,
should go hungry, and everyone de-
serves a full shot at living a full,
healthy, and productive life.

Through strong policy and the advo-
cacy of our Nation’s antihunger and
antipoverty groups, we truly can work
to end hunger once and for all.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess for a pe-
riod of less than 15 minutes.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 49
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
0 1100
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
11 a.m.

———

PRAYER

Chaplain Robert Vick, American Le-
gion National Chaplain, New Port
Richey, Florida, offered the following
prayer:
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