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and declined to lift an injunction re-
quiring the Department of Homeland
Security to continue to process renew-
als for the DACA program, which
means that those who signed up for
DACA over the past 5 years can renew
their DACA now, and the arbitrary
deadline the President set for kicking
1,000 people per day out of the program
beginning next Monday has, like so
much of what Trump does, been
stopped for now.

Just take a moment to appreciate
what happened. The Attorney General
and the President, without offering any
evidence, told the American people
that they had to end the DACA pro-
gram because it was illegal and the
courts would strike it down, they said.

As it turns out, the truth is almost
the exact opposite of what the Presi-
dent and the Attorney General have
told the country. No court has ever
found DACA illegal or even legally sus-
pect. Their actions to kill the DACA
program have been found highly ques-
tionable by the courts.

But let me be clear, Mr. Speaker, just
because the courts have taken no ac-
tion and the Senate failed to take ac-
tion does not mean that the House and
Republicans are off the hook for DACA.
The President still plans to kill DACA
and make hundreds of thousands of im-
migrants, who are currently docu-
mented and known to our government,
into undocumented immigrants forced
underground—vulnerable, exploitable,
and deportable.

The House has an opportunity—in-
deed, a responsibility—to step up to
the occasion and craft a permanent so-
lution. The good news is that the solu-
tion is supported by 8 out of 10 voters
in the United States: a pathway to citi-
zenship.

Can we, as a body, rise to the occa-
sion to do something Americans want
us to do? Can we set aside questions of
who wins and who loses politically long
enough to do what is right? We won’t
know unless we try.

Many on the other side say there
should be only one option: leave or be
deported, but that is not what we do to
American children. And let’s be clear,
these are American children. We do not
force American children to live in exile
for 10, 20, 30 years. We do not educate
and acculturate our youth and then
force them out of the country.

If you are an American patriot, the
last thing you want is for the world to
see us deporting our own Americans.
Just ask your donors, the Koch broth-
ers, who know that saving the Dream-
ers is what they call something de-
manded as patriots.

So, Mr. Speaker, the ball is in our
court. We need to take action now. If
we can draft a compromise to protect
Dreamers and allow them to live in
their home country, America, if both
sides concede something to the other,
we may get to a solution. That is what
leaders must do. A compromise will
likely be painful for all. We need to
show the country that we are willing to
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take the heat and that we are ready to
legislate.

The President set us on this course.
He pulled the legal rug from under-
neath the Dreamers and then cloaked
his position on immigration in an eth-
nocentric, pro-European, pro-White
agenda that will hurt America.

But the racists—and we must call
them out for what they are—the racists
who are driving immigration policy in
the White House are defining the agen-
da for every House Republican and are
shaping the brand of the Republican
Party not just as the party opposed to
illegal immigration, but, now, as the
party opposed to legal immigration;
not just as the party who doesn’t want
poor or Latin American immigrants,
but doesn’t want Brown or Black or
anyone who isn’t White in this coun-
try. If that is how my colleagues on the
other side of the aisle define them-
selves and want to be remembered,
then they should do nothing.

But I have a greater faith in this in-
stitution and in the ability of this Con-
gress to rise above racism and to do
something the American people want
us to do without regard to race, reli-
gion, or national origin. I am a Demo-
crat who will work with Republicans if
Republicans are serious about reaching
a solution, but it must start with my
colleagues on the other side of the aisle
saying: ‘“Yes, we want to solve the
problem, and we want to rise above the
racism emanating from the White
House today.”

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President of the United States.

————

ATTACK AT MARJORY STONEMAN
DOUGLAS HIGH SCHOOL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, the attack at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School on Valentine’s
Day was an incomprehensible act of vi-
olence.

I visited the school on Friday, an ex-
perience that was both moving and so-
bering. I walked through the horrifying
events that took place there, and I wit-
nessed the outpouring of love and sup-
port from so many who have deposited
flowers, candles, and left beautiful
messages in memory of the victims.

Upon reflecting on that visit and
after meeting with the brave student
and teacher survivors Sunday in south
Florida and yesterday here in Wash-
ington, I believe the best way for elect-
ed officials to honor the fallen and
their families is by taking meaningful
action to prevent these tragedies in the
future.

That means working to make sure
law enforcement agencies have the re-
sources to assess threats and intervene
before it is too late. It means investing
in mental health, reevaluating school
security with measures like the bipar-
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tisan STOP School Violence Act, and
securing stronger regulations on guns.

Mr. Speaker, the voices and engage-
ment of the Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las survivors calling for change to our
gun safety laws will be decisive. We, as
a society, must work together to ad-
dress loopholes and vulnerabilities in
existing law while still protecting
Americans’ Second Amendment rights.

From strengthening the NICS system
to banning bump stocks and preventing
those with links to terrorist organiza-
tions from acquiring firearms, to rais-
ing the age for the purchase of long
guns to 21, with exceptions for those in
our military and law enforcement,
there are commonsense solutions that
will not prevent every tragedy but can
certainly prevent some and mitigate
others.

It won’t be easy, but we must make
progress on all these fronts. As as a fa-
ther and a husband, I will not accept
that, in the greatest country in the
world, the loss of innocent life becomes
commonplace.

I am calling on congressional leaders
in both Chambers and in both parties
to work together and allow Congress to
craft, consider, and debate legislation
that protects the Second Amendment
rights of law-abiding citizens while
making all Americans safer. We have
to do better, Mr. Speaker. I look for-
ward to working with all my colleagues
to honor the 17 innocent lives lost in
Parkland.

———

HONORING MY GOOD FRIEND, DEP-
UTY CHIEF REPORTER ED JOHN-
SON, FOR HIS SERVICE TO THIS
INSTITUTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Wisconsin (Mr. KIND) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor and to give thanks to a very
good friend of mine, our Deputy Chief
Reporter of the House of Representa-
tives, Ed Johnson, whose last day for
us is this Friday before he returns to
our home State of Wisconsin.

Ed began his official court reporting
career back in Wisconsin in 1980, hook-
ing up with a judge. He eventually
made his way here to the House of Rep-
resentatives in 2007 and, ultimately,
became Deputy Chief Reporter in 2015.

Ed took his role as our guardian of
the public record very seriously: with
great integrity, with great profes-
sionalism, and with great respect from
everyone who had a chance to work
with him.

And what do these Official Reporters
do for us? Like today, this young lady
here to my left brings her stenograph
machine down to the well of the House
or to a committee that they might be
assigned, and they record everything
that is said. With a single stroke of the
key, they are able to record whole
words, phrases, sometimes whole sen-
tences if they know what is being said,
sometimes when Members are speaking
over each other. It is an incredibly dif-
ficult talent that they have to learn,
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and they all do it so very, very well for
us.
Now, some of Ed’s highlights during
his career here: He was able to report
President Obama’s State of the Union
Address in 2015 by sitting here at the
dais.

And listen to this: He served as ‘“‘Mr.
February’” in the 2013 Men of Court
Reporting’’ calendar, which is probably
appropriate, given Ed’s legendary sense
of humor. He has also been known to
do some standup comedy.

Having spent time with my good
friend, Ed, here in Washington, I have
a feeling that he is going to miss a lot
of the aspects that he has been privy to
Capitol Hill, given his appreciation for
our history, politics, policy, the per-
sonalities of this place, and we will cer-
tainly be missing him.

So I want to wish him and his wife,
Liz, and their two dogs, Bucky and
Angus—I mean, what could be more
Wisconsin than that—as they return
home to our home State of Wisconsin
where they will be a little bit closer to
their families.

I want to thank Ed for his service to
this institution, but also to our coun-
try and the distinguished career that
he had here in Washington.

I wish him and Liz all the best as
they return home to Wisconsin where
Tawni and I look forward to continuing
our friendship.

———————

HONORING THE LIFE OF AUDREY
TUCKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CURBELO of Florida). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life of Audrey
Tucker of Upper Makefield in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania. A committed
public servant, Audrey, the CEO of the
Family Service Association of Bucks
County, passed away at 73 last week.

Joining Family Service as a social
worker in 1978 and rising to become the
organization’s CEO in 1987, Audrey
served as the face of Family Service for
four decades. Audrey was a visionary
leader credited with growing the orga-
nization into an entity that offered
mental health services, helped the
homeless, offered drug and alcohol
treatment, and helped local families.

Her friends and colleagues of Family
Service said it best: ‘“Family Service
has suffered a huge loss. Audrey was
the heart and face of Family Service
for four decades. But she built a strong
team that will continue to carry out
her vision of a community where any-
one can achieve his or her full poten-
tial.”

Our community will feel Audrey’s
loss tremendously, but it is clear to all
that we are a better community for
having had her in our community, and
her important work will continue.

RECOGNIZING BUCKS COUNTY GIRLSTEM
CONFERENCE

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the Bucks
County GirlSTEM Conference.
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The 2017 conference was attended by
over 800 girls in grades 6 through 10 and
focused on inspiring young women in
our region to pursue careers in science,
technology, engineering, and math.

The 2018 conference, scheduled for
this May, is expected to be even larger.
Attendees learn from professional
women working in STEM fields, includ-
ing agriculture, banking, physics, nurs-
ing, marine biology, real estate, engi-
neering, app design, and more.

And the impact of this program is al-
ready clear in our community. As a re-
sult of attending GirlSTEM 2017, 95
percent of girls said they felt more mo-
tivated to do well in school; 96 percent
felt more engaged in their own learn-
ing; and 93 percent said GirlSTEM
helped them plan ahead, make career
choices, and feel optimistic about their
future.

As our economy continues to evolve,
I commend projects like Bucks County
GirlSTEM Conference for the impor-
tant work they play in educating and
exciting the next generation of female
leaders. These young women are the fu-
ture leaders of our Nation.

————
REPUBLICAN TAX SCAM CUTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. ELLISON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, Repub-
lican tax scam tax cuts really are only
going to benefit giant corporations and
the wealthy few, and what working
people will ever glean from this is
minimal in scope and really is just sort
of a pittance in order to allow people
who have more wealth than they can
possibly even count to just get more.

This tax cut, this massive tax cut,
would wipe away healthcare coverage
for millions of workers, give multi-
national corporations and foreign in-
vestors a giant payday, and it paves
the way for more cruel cuts, cutting
programs that will benefit Americans.

It is a moral abomination. It is
wrong. It is giving more to those who
already have too much and taking from
those who already are struggling to
make ends meet. But, sadly, it is just
another example of how Republicans
and their billionaire buddies are in it
for themselves and not the American
people.

I would like to talk about another
important example, because you have
to look at what is going on in our Su-
preme Court together with these tax
cuts and other programs to understand
how much damage Republican leader-
ship means to the American people.

Yesterday, the Supreme Court heard
a case. It was Janus v. AFSCME.
Janus, as the case is called, is yet an-
other attack on the right to organize
your workplace and negotiate for bet-
ter wages and benefits and safer work-
places.

Over the last several decades, big
companies and their conservative allies
in Congress have attacked the right to
collectively bargain.
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The attacks on workers have led to
stagnating wages for workers and
greater income inequality. This case is
no different. It is being bankrolled by
the usual suspects: the Koch brothers
and their billionaire allies.

Janus will determine whether public
sector unions that represent teachers,
firefighters, police officers, and nurses
in States and cities across this country
can collect fees from all of the employ-
ees in the workplaces that they rep-
resent.

This case is about whether millions
of hardworking public sector workers
will have the freedom and the re-
sources to stand together and fight for
a better future for themselves and
their families. But it is also about the
corrosive power of money in politics. It
is about the millions of dollars wealthy
donors spent to hold a Supreme Court
seat open for over a year; the millions
more that were spent to elect Presi-
dent Trump so that he could fill that
seat with Neil Gorsuch; and the mil-
lions of dollars that the Koch brothers
and the Bradley Foundation, two orga-
nizations devoted to cutting govern-
ment services for Americans and weak-
ening unions, spent to fund the Janus
case.

And today, now that the bought-and-
paid-for court has heard the case that
will deliver a blow—we hope it doesn’t,
but likely it will—to the public service
workers and the unions that represent
them, their investment appears to be
paying off.

Here is the thing: millionaires and
billionaires who fund these antiworker
and antiunion attacks are petrified
about the labor movement. They are
absolutely afraid of it. That is why
they have been working to attack it.

That is because the labor movement
is premised on the simple idea that,
when workers come together, they can
fight for their fair share of the wealth
that they helped to create and because
the labor movement is about equality
and a fair economy that works for ev-
eryone, not just a few.

That is why wealthy donors have
worked to eliminate and cut union rep-
resentation; that is why they engage in
union busting; that is why they funded
the Janus case; and that is why they
continue to keep kicking working peo-
ple in the teeth over and over again.

This Republican tax scam is only
part of the restructuring of American
democracy where we take from work-
ing Americans, give to the wealthiest,
and then try to deprive through the
courts people’s right to organize collec-
tively on their job.

But hardworking Americans are
standing up, hardworking Americans
are banning together, and hardworking
Americans are not going to allow a
prosperous life for themselves and their
families to be taken away so easily.

This Janus case is something that I
urge everybody to look into. It rep-
resents another attack on the Amer-
ican working class, but the American
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