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DESIGNATION OF FUNDING AS AN
EMERGENCY REQUIREMENT—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 115-94)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Appropriations
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 21204 of
division B of the Bipartisan Budget Act
of 2018 (H.R. 1892; the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby
designate as emergency requirements
all funding (including the transfer of
funds) so designated by the Congress in
the Act pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency
Deficit Control Act of 1985, as outlined
in the enclosed list of accounts.

The details of this action are set
forth in the enclosed memorandum
from the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 9, 2018.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 12, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
February 12, 2018, at 3:28 p.m., and said to
contain a message from the President on his
Fiscal Year 2019 Budget, Efficient, Effective,
Accountable—An American Budget.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

————

THE BUDGET MESSAGE OF THE
PRESIDENT—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115-88)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Appropriations
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

In one year of working together, we
have laid the foundation for a new era
of American Greatness. We have boost-
ed economic growth, created more than
two million jobs, and added nearly $5
trillion in new wealth to the stock
market. Unemployment is at a 17-year
low, wages are rising, and jobs are re-
turning to America. Starting this

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

month, hardworking Americans are
going to see increased take home pay
because of the massive tax cuts and tax
reform legislation we enacted at the
end of last year.

America is back to winning again. A
great spirit of optimism continues to
sweep across our Nation. Americans
can once again be truly confident that
our brightest days are ahead of us.

This year’s Budget builds upon our
incredible successes over the past year
and rests on the following pillars of re-
form:

Ending Wasteful Spending. The
United States is laboring under the
highest level of debt held by the public
since shortly after the Second World
War. The current fiscal path is
unsustainable, and future generations
deserve better. The Budget makes the
hard choices needed to stop wasteful
spending, lower the national debt, and
focus Government on what matters
most—protecting the Nation.

Expanding Economic Growth and Op-
portunity. The Budget continues our
efforts to grow the economy, create
millions of new jobs, and raise wages.
To accompany our efforts to cut spend-
ing and implement massive tax cuts
and reforms for American families,
workers, and businesses, we will con-
tinue to relentlessly target unneces-
sary regulations for elimination. We
will also continue driving America to-
ward energy dominance and making
the United States a net energy ex-
porter by 2026.

The Budget also redefines what is
possible, by putting the American
economy on a path to sustainable 3-
percent long-term economic growth.
Over the next decade, a steady rate of
3-percent economic growth will infuse
trillions of additional dollars into our
economy, fueling the dreams of the
American people and sustaining a new
era of American Greatness.

Preserving Peace Through Strength.
The Budget recognizes that we con-
front political, economic, and military
adversaries and competitors that have
required us to adjust our national secu-
rity strategy. Foremost, the Budget re-
builds and modernizes the military—to
fulfill a core constitutional responsi-
bility of the Federal Government. The
Budget provides resources to enhance
missile defense and to build the planes,
tanks, warships, and cyber tools that
the brave men and women who defend
us need to deter aggression and, when
necessary, to fight and win. Most im-
portantly, the Budget provides funds to
increase the size of our Armed Forces
and to give our men and women in uni-
form a well-earned pay raise. The
Budget recognizes that we must deftly
employ all of our tools of statecraft—
diplomatic, intelligence-related, mili-
tary, and economic—to compete and
advance American influence. A world
that supports American interests and
reflects our values makes America
more secure and prosperous.

Building the Wall, Dismantling
Transnational Criminal Organizations,
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and Enforcing Our Immigration Laws.
The Budget reflects my Administra-
tion’s serious and ongoing commitment
to fully secure our border, take the
fight to criminal gangs like MS-13, and
make our immigration system work for
Americans. The Budget provides fund-
ing for a wall on our Southwest border
and additional resources for law en-
forcement at the Departments of
Homeland Security and Justice. The
Budget also funds an increase in the
number of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officers, Border Patrol
agents, and immigration judges to im-
prove enforcement at the border and
within the United States.

Rebuilding our Infrastructure. World-
class infrastructure is possible for the
American people. Together we will
build stunning new bridges, railways,
waterways, tunnels, water treatment
facilities, and highways. The Budget
reflects a new vision for American in-
frastructure that would generate $1
trillion in infrastructure investment
and speed its delivery to the American
people.

Supporting American Working Fami-
lies. Due to changes in family struc-
tures, labor force composition, and par-
ticipation rates, the demands on Amer-
ican families have never been more
complex or expensive to address. In ad-
dition to the middle income tax relief
achieved with the passage of tax re-
form, the Budget reflects the impor-
tance of investing in American work-
ing families by making paid family
leave available to new parents, invest-
ing in effective approaches to skills
training like formal apprenticeships,
and maintaining Federal funding and
leveraging additional State dollars for
programs that help America’s working
families access and afford child care.
With these strategic investments, the
Budget empowers Americans to thrive
in our modern economy.

Protecting Our Veterans. The Budget
fulfills our promise and obligation to
care for our veterans and their fami-
lies—men and women who answered
our Nation’s call for help and sacrificed
so much to defend us. Our veterans
have earned nothing less than the abso-
lute best care and benefits after their
service has ended, and the Budget pro-
vides the funding necessary to treat
them with the honor and respect they
deserve. It is our Nation’s duty to en-
sure veterans have access to the med-
ical treatment they need, when they
need it—and that they have a choice
when it comes to their care. The Budg-
et also ensures that veterans receive
training and support to re-enter the
workforce and find well-paying jobs.

Combatting Opioid Addiction. More
Americans died from drug overdoses in
2016 than those who lost their lives in
the Vietnam War. Opioids caused the
overwhelming majority of these
deaths, which is why my Administra-
tion has declared a nationwide Public
Health Emergency with respect to
opioids. The Budget reflects a solemn
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and unshakable commitment to lib-
erate communities from the scourge of
opioids and drug addiction.

Fighting High Medical Drug Prices.
Many patients face illness that could
be cured or managed with the right
medical drugs. But the prices for the
drugs they need are often exorbitant.
Unnecessarily high drug prices force
many patients to choose between going
without the medicines they need or
making tremendous financial sac-
rifices. In addition, taxpayers all too
often are left to pay inflated prices for
drugs for patients who obtain them
through Government programs. The
Budget proposes new strategies to ad-
dress high drug prices and increase ac-
cess to drugs by addressing perverse
payment incentives and exposing drug
companies to more aggressive competi-
tion, all while continuing to promote
innovation and extend American domi-
nance in the pharmaceutical field.

Moving from Welfare to Work. Mil-
lions of our fellow Americans have
been robbed of the dignity and inde-
pendence that comes through the op-
portunity to work. Despite significant
economic improvements and a strong
recovery in the job market, enrollment
in welfare programs remains stub-
bornly high in many places around the
Nation. Millions of Americans are in a
tragic state of dependency on a welfare
system that does not reward work, and
in many cases, pays people not to
work. These programs, expanded dur-
ing the previous administration, must
now be reformed. While moving able-
bodied Americans back into the work-
force, welfare reform must also protect
public resources for the truly needy,
especially the low-income elderly, chil-
dren, and Americans with disabilities.
The Budget includes sensible reforms
to problems in our current welfare sys-
tem, and aims to end debilitating de-
pendency while ensuring that our safe-
ty net is reserved for those Americans
who truly need help.

More Pathways to Affordable Edu-
cation and Well-Paying Jobs. The
Budget takes important steps to ex-
pand opportunities for Americans to
access affordable, employment-rel-
evant education that puts them on the
path to a well-paying job and, ulti-
mately, a fulfilling career. The Budget
promotes formal apprenticeships, an
evidence-based system that allows in-
dividuals to ‘‘earn-while they learn.”
The Budget also makes important in-
vestments in science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics (STEM) edu-
cation in K-12 schools, and supports ca-
reer and technical education in high
schools and postsecondary institutions.

Promoting School Choice. So many
of America’s poorest children—espe-
cially African-American and Hispanic
children—attend failing public schools
that afford them little hope of ful-
filling their great potential. That is
why families should be free to choose
the public, private, charter, magnet,
religious, or home school option that is
right for them. The Budget empowers
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parents, especially of our disadvan-
taged youth, to choose the very best
school for their children.

The Budget reflects our commitment
to the safety, prosperity, and security
of the American people. The more
room our economy has to grow, and the
more American companies are freed
from constricting over-regulation, the
stronger and safer we become as a Na-
tion.

It is now up to the Congress to act. I
pledge my full cooperation in
unleashing the incredible and unparal-
leled potential of the American people.
There is no limit to the promise of
America when we Kkeep our commit-
ments to our fellow Americans and
continue to put their interests first.
Working together, we will do just that.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 2018.

———————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 20 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
O 1530

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. WILSON of South Caro-
lina) at 3 o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

LEXINGTON VA HEALTH CARE
SYSTEM

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4533) to designate the health
care system of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs in Lexington, Kentucky,
as the “Lexington VA Health Care Sys-
tem” and to make certain other des-
ignations, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4533

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1)(A) Private First Class Franklin Runyon
Sousley was born on September 19, 1925, in
Hilltop, Kentucky. Sousley served as a ma-
rine in the United States Marine Corps dur-
ing the period beginning on January 5, 1944,

H1081

and ending March 21, 1945. Sousley graduated
from Fleming County High School in May
1943 and chose to enlist in the United States
Marine Corps. Upon completion of military
basic training, he was assigned to Company
E, 2d Battalion, 28th Marines, of the 5th Ma-
rines Division at Camp Pendleton, Cali-
fornia, as an automatic rifleman.

(B) Private Sousley was promoted to a pri-
vate first class on November 22, 1944. Pfc.
Sousley landed on Iwo Jima on Friday, Feb-
ruary 19, 1945, and actively fought in the bat-
tle for the islands. During the intense fight-
ing, members of the United States Armed
Forces secured Mount Suribachi and hoisted
a United States flag on top of the summit on
February 23, 1945. On February 23, 1945, Pfc.
Sousley, alongside Corporal Harlon Block,
HM John Bradley, Pfc. Rene Gagnon, Pfc. Ira
Hayes, and Sergeant Michael Strank fol-
lowed orders to raise a larger United States
flag so it could be seen over the island. The
iconic photograph taken of the 6 men, while
they raised the United States flag attached
to a heavy Japanese pipe has led to an im-
mortalized symbol of American bravery, per-
severance, and sacrifice endured by members
of the United States Armed Forces during
the intense battles of World War II. Pfc.
Sousley was killed in combat by a Japanese
sniper around Kitano Point on March 21,
1945.

(C) Originally buried in the 5th Marine Di-
vision Cemetery at Iwo Jima in plot 9, row 8,
grave 2189, on March 22, 1945, his remains
were returned to the United States on May 8,
1947, where he was finally laid to rest at
Elizaville Cemetery in Fleming County, Ken-
tucky. Pfc. Sousley was posthumously
awarded the Purple Heart, the Combat Ac-
tion Ribbon, the Presidential Unit Citation
with %s6” Silver Star, the American Cam-
paign Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign
Medal with 316¢” Bronze Star, and the World
War II Victory Medal.

(2)(A) Mr. Troy Bowling was born on July
2, 1926, in Hamilton, Ohio and completed his
life’s service on June, 17, 2017, at the age of
90 years old. At age 17, Mr. Bowling began his
service as a United States Marine and was a
proud member of the Easy Company, 2nd
Battalion, 27th Marines, 5th Division. During
the United States campaign to end the war
against Japan, Mr. Bowling’s unit was
among the first to arrive on the beachheads
of Iwo Jima.

(B) While attempting to secure Mt.
Suribachi, his unit came under intense and
concentrated fire, completely overwhelming
his unit. Two projectiles struck Mr. Bowling
in the chest and leg, leaving him critically
wounded on the battlefield. At that moment,
Mr. Bowling said he looked to the heavens
and committed to serving mankind for the
rest of his life if he survived.

(C) Miraculously, a combat photographer
and medical team then carried Mr. Bowling
to the safety of a landing craft where he wit-
nessed the planting of the American flag
atop Mt. Suribachi—an iconic image that
persists as one of the most legendary and tri-
umphant moments of the war. The United
States Marines eventually took control of
the island; however, this victory came at a
heavy cost as more than 6,800 United States
service members gave their lives during the
battle of Iwo Jima.

(D) In keeping faith with his commitment
to God made during that battle, Mr. Bowling
devoted more than 78,000 hours of volunteer
service to others at the Lexington VA Med-
ical Center. For more than 66 years, Mr.
Bowling has risen through the ranks within
the Disabled American Veterans (DAV) orga-
nization, holding nearly every position pos-
sible, including State Commander. Mr. Bowl-
ing received the George H. Seal Award for
outstanding volunteer, which he received at
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