February 13, 2018

and his administration have proved un-
willing to act. We must do better.

I am proud to join with my friend
and colleague, ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN,
to introduce the DETER Act in the
House. This bicameral, bipartisan leg-
islation, introduced in the Senate by
CHRIS VAN HOLLEN and MARCO RUBIO,
will improve our monitoring of foreign
interference and impose immediate and
severe sanctions when such actions are
identified. It is an important step to
ensure the integrity of every Ameri-
can’s vote.

Protecting our elections is a national
concern superseding party and politics.
As we approach the next national elec-
tion in less than 9 months, we must
work together and we must act now.

I urge my colleagues to support the
DETER Act to secure our elections this
year and beyond.

——

AMERICANS VIEW MEDIA
NEGATIVELY

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
Gallup recently polled Americans on
their perceptions of the news media.
The poll revealed that 43 percent of
Americans have a negative view of the
media, 10 percent more than who have
a positive view. Two-thirds said that
the news media does not do a good job
of separating fact from fiction. More
than half said they couldn’t think of
one objective news source.

These are remarkable findings and
yet unsurprising. The Iliberal news
media has abandoned objective, fact-
based reporting and is, instead, pushing
a liberal agenda. Their partisan-driven
news only tells one side of the story:
their side. The liberal media has made
it their mission to attack the Presi-
dent and Republicans on a daily basis
at the expense of the facts.

Americans know it when they see it.
This is a liberal, partisan agenda
masquerading as journalism. Until the
news returns to objective reporting,
Americans will continue to view them
negatively.

——

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following
enrolled bills were signed by the
Speaker on Friday, February 9, 2018:

H.R. 582, to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to require multi-line
telephone systems to have a configura-
tion that permits users to directly ini-
tiate a call to 9-1-1 without dialing any
additional digit, code, prefix, or post-
fix, and for other purposes;

H.R. 1301, making appropriations for
the Department of Defense for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2017, and
for other purposes;

H.R. 1892, to amend title 4, United
States Code, to provide for the flying of
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the flag at half-staff in the event of the
death of a first responder in the line of
duty;

S. 1438, to redesignate the Jefferson
National Expansion Memorial in the
State of Missouri as the ‘‘Gateway
Arch National Park”.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 9, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, The Capitol,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
February 9, 2018 at 10:19 a.m., said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
submits a notice continuing the national
emergency with respect to Libya.
With best wishes, I am,
Sincerely,
ROBERT F. REEVES,
Deputy Clerk of the House.

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
LIBYA—MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115-93)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90
days before the anniversary date of its
declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to
the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency declared in Executive
Order 13566 of February 25, 2011, with
respect to Libya is to continue in effect
beyond February 25, 2018.

Colonel Muammar Qadhafi, his gov-
ernment, and close associates took ex-
treme measures against the people of
Libya, including using weapons of war,
mercenaries, and wanton violence
against unarmed civilians. There re-
mains a serious risk that former mem-
bers of the Qadhafi government, mem-
bers of the Qadhafi family, the Qadhafi
family’s close associates, or others de-
termined to undermine the United Na-
tions peace process might misappro-
priate Libyan state assets. The diver-
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sion of these resources could prolong
and deepen the current instability in
Libya, which would benefit the Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria and other ter-
rorist groups and pose a serious risk to
the national security of the United
States and the security of regional
partners.

A strong and united Libya is the best
defense against terrorism in the region.
The violence among Libyans that
began in Benghazi in May 2014, and
spread thereafter to Tripoli and
throughout the country, has desta-
bilized the country. Until Libyans re-
solve their underlying political divi-
sions, there will remain a significant
threat of civil conflict in Libya. Many
of the ongoing political divisions are
over power and access to Libya’s re-
sources, and further destabilization is
possible were sanctions to be lifted. We
continue to encourage Libyans to en-
gage in political dialogue and refrain
from violence. Those who reject dia-
logue and obstruct or undermine
Libya’s democratic transition must be
held accountable. While we work with
the international community to iden-
tify those individuals who pose a
threat to Libya’s democratic transi-
tion, we must also continue to ensure
that appropriate sanctions remain in
place.

The situation in Libya continues to
pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the national security and for-
eign policy of the United States, and
measures are needed to protect against
the diversion of assets or other abuses
by members of Qadhafi’s family, their
associates, and others hindering Liby-
an national reconciliation. Therefore, I
have determined that it is necessary to
continue the national emergency with
respect to Libya.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 9, 2018.

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 9, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
February 9, 2018 at 10:20 a.m., said to contain
a message from the President whereby he
submits designations under the Balanced and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985.

With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
ROBERT F. REEVES,
Deputy Clerk of the House.
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DESIGNATION OF FUNDING AS AN
EMERGENCY REQUIREMENT—
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 115-94)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Appropriations
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 21204 of
division B of the Bipartisan Budget Act
of 2018 (H.R. 1892; the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby
designate as emergency requirements
all funding (including the transfer of
funds) so designated by the Congress in
the Act pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency
Deficit Control Act of 1985, as outlined
in the enclosed list of accounts.

The details of this action are set
forth in the enclosed memorandum
from the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget.

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 9, 2018.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, February 12, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed
envelope received from the White House on
February 12, 2018, at 3:28 p.m., and said to
contain a message from the President on his
Fiscal Year 2019 Budget, Efficient, Effective,
Accountable—An American Budget.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

————

THE BUDGET MESSAGE OF THE
PRESIDENT—MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115-88)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States; which was read and, together
with the accompanying papers, referred
to the Committee on Appropriations
and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

In one year of working together, we
have laid the foundation for a new era
of American Greatness. We have boost-
ed economic growth, created more than
two million jobs, and added nearly $5
trillion in new wealth to the stock
market. Unemployment is at a 17-year
low, wages are rising, and jobs are re-
turning to America. Starting this
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month, hardworking Americans are
going to see increased take home pay
because of the massive tax cuts and tax
reform legislation we enacted at the
end of last year.

America is back to winning again. A
great spirit of optimism continues to
sweep across our Nation. Americans
can once again be truly confident that
our brightest days are ahead of us.

This year’s Budget builds upon our
incredible successes over the past year
and rests on the following pillars of re-
form:

Ending Wasteful Spending. The
United States is laboring under the
highest level of debt held by the public
since shortly after the Second World
War. The current fiscal path is
unsustainable, and future generations
deserve better. The Budget makes the
hard choices needed to stop wasteful
spending, lower the national debt, and
focus Government on what matters
most—protecting the Nation.

Expanding Economic Growth and Op-
portunity. The Budget continues our
efforts to grow the economy, create
millions of new jobs, and raise wages.
To accompany our efforts to cut spend-
ing and implement massive tax cuts
and reforms for American families,
workers, and businesses, we will con-
tinue to relentlessly target unneces-
sary regulations for elimination. We
will also continue driving America to-
ward energy dominance and making
the United States a net energy ex-
porter by 2026.

The Budget also redefines what is
possible, by putting the American
economy on a path to sustainable 3-
percent long-term economic growth.
Over the next decade, a steady rate of
3-percent economic growth will infuse
trillions of additional dollars into our
economy, fueling the dreams of the
American people and sustaining a new
era of American Greatness.

Preserving Peace Through Strength.
The Budget recognizes that we con-
front political, economic, and military
adversaries and competitors that have
required us to adjust our national secu-
rity strategy. Foremost, the Budget re-
builds and modernizes the military—to
fulfill a core constitutional responsi-
bility of the Federal Government. The
Budget provides resources to enhance
missile defense and to build the planes,
tanks, warships, and cyber tools that
the brave men and women who defend
us need to deter aggression and, when
necessary, to fight and win. Most im-
portantly, the Budget provides funds to
increase the size of our Armed Forces
and to give our men and women in uni-
form a well-earned pay raise. The
Budget recognizes that we must deftly
employ all of our tools of statecraft—
diplomatic, intelligence-related, mili-
tary, and economic—to compete and
advance American influence. A world
that supports American interests and
reflects our values makes America
more secure and prosperous.

Building the Wall, Dismantling
Transnational Criminal Organizations,
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and Enforcing Our Immigration Laws.
The Budget reflects my Administra-
tion’s serious and ongoing commitment
to fully secure our border, take the
fight to criminal gangs like MS-13, and
make our immigration system work for
Americans. The Budget provides fund-
ing for a wall on our Southwest border
and additional resources for law en-
forcement at the Departments of
Homeland Security and Justice. The
Budget also funds an increase in the
number of Immigration and Customs
Enforcement officers, Border Patrol
agents, and immigration judges to im-
prove enforcement at the border and
within the United States.

Rebuilding our Infrastructure. World-
class infrastructure is possible for the
American people. Together we will
build stunning new bridges, railways,
waterways, tunnels, water treatment
facilities, and highways. The Budget
reflects a new vision for American in-
frastructure that would generate $1
trillion in infrastructure investment
and speed its delivery to the American
people.

Supporting American Working Fami-
lies. Due to changes in family struc-
tures, labor force composition, and par-
ticipation rates, the demands on Amer-
ican families have never been more
complex or expensive to address. In ad-
dition to the middle income tax relief
achieved with the passage of tax re-
form, the Budget reflects the impor-
tance of investing in American work-
ing families by making paid family
leave available to new parents, invest-
ing in effective approaches to skills
training like formal apprenticeships,
and maintaining Federal funding and
leveraging additional State dollars for
programs that help America’s working
families access and afford child care.
With these strategic investments, the
Budget empowers Americans to thrive
in our modern economy.

Protecting Our Veterans. The Budget
fulfills our promise and obligation to
care for our veterans and their fami-
lies—men and women who answered
our Nation’s call for help and sacrificed
so much to defend us. Our veterans
have earned nothing less than the abso-
lute best care and benefits after their
service has ended, and the Budget pro-
vides the funding necessary to treat
them with the honor and respect they
deserve. It is our Nation’s duty to en-
sure veterans have access to the med-
ical treatment they need, when they
need it—and that they have a choice
when it comes to their care. The Budg-
et also ensures that veterans receive
training and support to re-enter the
workforce and find well-paying jobs.

Combatting Opioid Addiction. More
Americans died from drug overdoses in
2016 than those who lost their lives in
the Vietnam War. Opioids caused the
overwhelming majority of these
deaths, which is why my Administra-
tion has declared a nationwide Public
Health Emergency with respect to
opioids. The Budget reflects a solemn
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